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Zechariah 9:9–10 (NKJV)
9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
And the horse from Jerusalem;
The battle bow shall be cut off.
He shall speak peace to the nations;
His dominion shall be ‘from sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends of the earth.’

When will it end!? The prophet Zechariah’s people were tired and wanted the threats and
harassment of neighboring nations to end. Hundreds of years later, the people on Palm Sunday
wanted the control Rome had over them to end. They wanted shalom. They wanted peace.

What do you really want to see come to an end? Why do the kids in the back seat ask,
“are we there yet?” Because they want the driving to end. Shalom for them looks like putting the
car in park at their cousins’ place so they can jump out and start to play.

Why do engaged couples count the days until their wedding? Because they want the
waiting to end. Shalom for them looks like all the planning being over, the bride coming down
the aisle, the vows being made, and finally being pronounced husband and wife.

When will it end? When will my dear wife’s hospital stay end and turn into good health
at home? When will the pandemic end so that Covid-19 is no longer a significant threat to the
globe? When will the side effects from the pandemic end so that social distancing and masks
become a thing of the past? When will the collateral damage from the pandemic end so that the
surge in mental health crises, business closures, and isolation ends?

When will grief end? When will death end? That ends when the Lord returns. When will
the Lord return? Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Save us now!

There’s a Hebrew word for that cry for the Lord to save us now. The word “hoshea”
means “save us;” add the word “na” which means “now” or “please,” and you have the cry of
your heart in Hebrew, “Hoshea-na! Save us now!”

This is what the people of Israel called out when Jesus came riding on a donkey for about
a mile and a half from Bethphage into Jerusalem. With their hands they laid palm branches and
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cloaks before Him. With their voices they expressed desperate hope after hundreds of years of
waiting, grieving, and living under oppression. All of that is behind their shout, “Hoshea-na!
Hoshea-na! Save us now! Hosanna! Hosanna!”

This triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem at the beginning of holy week is prophesied
by Zechariah in today’s sermon text 550 years before it came to pass. The promise was true, even
if the wait felt long.

Put yourself into the shoes of the Israelites back in Zechariah’s day. They no longer had
national freedom. The King of Persia was in charge of them and every nation around them.
Before Persia it had been the Babylonians that were in charge. The Babylonians conquered Judah
and destroyed Jerusalem’s wall and the temple.

To ensure that the land of Judah was left powerless, pretty much anyone in Judah that the
Babylonians didn’t kill was deported to Babylon. When the Persians conquered the Babylonians,
they let the Israelites return to Judah as long as the people of Judah would recognize Cyrus, king
of the Persians, as their king.

They were back in Judah, but this isn’t the shalom, the peace, that they were waiting for.
Not even close. Jerusalem was a heap of rubble, so they started to rebuild its protective wall. The
neighboring nations were also under the thumb of King Cyrus of Persia, but that didn’t make
them friendly with Judah, so the people were constantly under threat of attack.

Zechariah and Haggai were prophets who were encouraging the people to finish
rebuilding. The people must have been discouraged with the slow and dangerous progress. When
will it end?

And then Zechariah proclaims to them these words of shalom, the true peace that they
had been waiting for, in Zechariah 9:9. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter
of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you.”

This is what they’ve been waiting for. When will the attacks from their enemies end?
When will their servitude to other nations end? When their king comes, that’s when.

The Lord had promised to King David that a son of his would sit on the throne with an
everlasting reign. Zechariah is talking about that promised king.

The Israelites must have been taken aback to hear Zechariah say, “Behold, your King is
coming to you,” because the word “you” there isn’t the plural, “you all,” but it’s the singular,
“you as an individual.” Your King is coming personally to you, not just to your nation in general,
but to you.

He goes on in verses nine and ten to describe the king’s arrival, “He is just and having
salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot
from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem; The battle bow shall be cut off.”

Now wait just a second! The Israelites must have been dumbfounded to hear Zechariah
say the coming king wouldn’t use chariots and horses or weapons to carry out His rule. This is
surprising because Nehemiah 4:17 actually tells us that the threats against the people were so
intense that those hauling material to rebuild the wall carried the building materials “in such a
way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other.”
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Zechariah is saying, You won’t need those. Your heart has been crying out, “when will
this end?” You king is coming and He’ll put an end to the need for those weapons of war. He’s
not coming on a war horse, but lowly and riding on a donkey.

And here’s the best part, Zechariah 9:10, “He shall speak peace to the nations.” When
your king comes to you and speaks peace, when he speaks shalom, that’s when those bad things
end. Sickness and death will end. Sin and oppression will end. Disappointment and fear will end.
And it’s not just for Israel. “He shall speak peace to the nations. His dominion shall be ‘from sea
to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.’” The king will come, He will be riding a
donkey, He will be unarmed, He will bring peace.

Those who believed Zechariah’s promise of the Messiah clung to those words even when
generation after generation came and went without the arrival of the king. The Persian empire
fell and the Greek Macedonian empire rose. Still, the people of Judah had no king of their own.

Alexander the Great died and the Macedonian empire fragmented so that the Seluecids
had control over Judah. Still no king. But the Selucids were overly harsh, and the people of
Judah successfully revolted and gained independence, though for only a short time. But even in
their independence they lacked a king.

With the rise of the Roman empire they were stuck again waiting for their freedom and
their king. Then one day the people outside Jerusalem looked down the road toward Bethphage
and saw Him. “Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and
riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.”

They welcomed Him as their king, shouting in Matthew 21:9, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” Hosanna,
which means save us now!

It was a parade! We call it the triumphal entry. But just as Zechariah’s people had to trust
the promise despite the rise of every other kingdom but theirs, the people in Jerusalem would
have to trust the promise despite what their eyes and hearts would tell them later that week when
their king suffered and died.

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world, so He didn’t gather to Himself an army of men. His
enemies aren’t of this world, so He didn’t defeat them with weapons. This is in stark contrast to
what historians say were other parades that had happened that year in Jerusalem. Pontius Pilate
would have parades to display military might and authority. Pilate rode on a horse. Pilate wore
armor. Pilate had an entourage of highly trained and well armed soldiers.

The message Pilate’s parade sent was that peace would come through Roman military
might. The message Jesus’ parade sent was that this was the promised Messiah who would come
humbly and speak peace to the nations.

Those are two different kinds of peace. Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid.”
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Roman peace didn’t last forever. The famous period in history called the Pax Romana,
the Peace of Rome, was used by God to quickly spread the Gospel of true peace in Jesus Christ
to the nations. The peace of Christ is still a thing; Pax Romana isn’t.

Today’s Gospel lesson chronicled the betrayal of Jesus; His arrest, trial, beating, and
mocking; His crucifixion and burial. Behold, your king. He speaks peace to you because He
allowed the warfare of the world to fall upon Him. He speaks peace to you because He allowed
your sin to be counted against Him. He speaks peace to you because He endured the wrath of
God against your sin so that you who believe need not fear any condemnation at all.

The people who heard Zechariah didn’t see their king right away. It took 500 years, but
He came. The people who saw Jesus on Palm Sunday didn’t get the Roman-might kind of peace
from Jesus like they wanted, yet He brought peace.

Your savior’s kingdom is not of this world, so if Jesus is your king, your life in this world
will not always be peaceful. Yet will you trust Him? Behold, your king has come. He speaks
peace to you through the blood of the covenant which He shed on the cross and which He
delivers to you in Holy Communion. Ephesians 2:14 says that we have been brought near by the
blood of Christ, “For He Himself is our peace.”

Zechariah’s people wondered when all the suffering would end and turn to peace. The
Palm Sunday throng wondered when the oppression would end and turn to peace. We wonder
when all the bad and hurt will end and turn to peace. It’s the same question, whether the people
were in 520 BC, 30 AD, or 2021 AD—When will it end!? But it’s the same answer, too.

Behold, your king is coming to you personally. His salvation isn’t by chariots or
weapons, it won’t make all right in the world for you. But His salvation will make you right with
the maker of this world. Romans 5:1–2 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him we have also obtained
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

That rejoicing in the Christ who has come is the same rejoicing the Zechariah invited the
people to make because of the Christ who was yet to come. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you.” And in a very real way,
we’re in their shoes. Christ has come, but He is coming again. Like Zechariah’s people, we are
rejoicing in the promise of His coming.

We may suffer, but the Lord is with us. We may not see peace, but the Lord can make it
so that the peace of Christ rules in our hearts. The peace that the world offers is temporary and so
quickly eclipsed by sorrow. The peace that Jesus has made between you and the Father, however,
is eternal, unfading, kept in heaven for you.

Yes, it is by faith now, but when your king comes, when Christ returns and the dead are
raised and all things are made new, it will be by sight. You will see Him as He is, just as clearly
and physically as the joyful throng saw Him and greeted Him on Palm Sunday.

So rejoice, the promise of peace through Jesus Christ, the king of kings, still stands. May
this very peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your minds
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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