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Romans 4:18-25 (NKJV) 

18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, 
so that he became the father of many 

nations, according to what was spoken, “So 
shall your descendants be.”  

19 And not being weak in faith, he did not 
consider his own body, already dead (since 
he was about a hundred years old), and the 

deadness of Sarah’s womb.  

20 He did not waver at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strengthened in 

faith, giving glory to God,  

21 and being fully convinced that what He 
had promised He was also able to perform. 

 

22 And therefore “it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.” 

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone 
that it was imputed to him,  

24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us 
who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our 

Lord from the dead,  

25 who was delivered up because of our 
offenses, and was raised because of our 

justification. 

 
 

One of the quotes that has been floating in my head these past few weeks comes from 
The Lord of the Rings series. I love this series, especially because it was perhaps the first series 
that I remember that really launched me into being a huge nerd for things. Anyway, this quote 
comes from the second book/movie “The Two Towers”. For those who don’t know the story, a 
brief version is that the main character, Frodo, is tasked with carrying a ring, The Ring of Power 
that can bring the evil Sauron back from the dead, to Mt. Doom, the only place the ring can be 
destroyed. The Ring is a heavy burden as it can begin to influence the mind of its possessor 
toward evil, so Frodo sets out with 9 companions to aid him, but they all manage to get separated 
during the story. At this point in the story, Frodo and his best friend and gardener, Sam, have 
been separated from the group for awhile, and they’re attempting to sneak their way to Mt. 
Doom. Frodo has already begun to feel the effects of the Ring’s influence, and one point says “I 
can’t do this Sam.” He’s been weighed down with the Ring for days now, and he can feel its 
burden more and more. And then Sam delivers one of the most famous speeches in the series. 
Sam brings to mind “the great stories, the ones that really mattered.” In those stories, though they 
were full of darkness and evil, good still triumphed in the end. And those, he says, “were the 

1 



stories that stayed with you,” because the characters had lots of chances to turn back against the 
darkness, but they didn’t because they were holding onto something. Frodo asks Sam what 
they’re holding onto, and Sam replies so eloquently, “That there’s some good in this world, Mr. 
Frodo. And it’s worth fighting for.” Despite how impossible the odds were, Sam believed they 
would still go on and win the day. There is a parallel to faith here that I think ties in well to 
today’s sermon text. Abraham was looking at impossible odds for having a child, even though 
God promised that he would have one. But Abraham did not lose faith, even in his 
circumstances, because his faith was rooted in God’s Word. In the same way, our faith in Christ 
is rooted in God’s Word, not necessarily what is seen, felt or experienced. There are three ideas 
that I want to look at from today’s text. First, Abraham didn’t see evidence that God’s promise 
would be/has been fulfilled, which is similar to our experience sometimes. Second, Abraham 
remained rooted in God’s word of promise, and God proved faithful. In the same way, God is 
faithful to us in Christ. And finally, Our faith is grounded in God’s Word alone, which holds us 
steady against everything the world throws at us 

Now, back to the beginning of the text. It seems that Abraham didn’t see evidence of 
God’s promises/fulfilling His Word. For just a bit of context here, Paul is calling back to Genesis 
15. It is there that God comes to Abraham, still called Abram, and promises to give Abraham 
offspring as numerous as the stars, as well as the land of Canaan. But upon hearing that promise, 
Abraham raises an understandable question: “how are you going to give me kids if Sarah and I 
are both 100 years old, way past childbearing age?” I completely understand Abraham’s question 
here. He saw the state both he and Sarah’s bodies were in, and knew that they weren’t going to 
be having any kids any time soon. Verse 19 says it well that he considered his own body as good 
as dead, and Sarah’s womb barren. 

 I can sympathize with Abraham’s sentiment as well. I look at myself and see my sin, and 
become discouraged. I’m a Christian, why am I doing that? I’m going to be a pastor, I’m in 
seminary. I shouldn’t be doing these things. Maybe you look at yourself and feel the same way. 
Maybe you look at yourself and think “why am I still doing this sin or that sin. I know better.” 
And then our sinful flesh compounds those thoughts even more and turns them into thoughts of 
“am I even a Christian at all?” Another way our sinful flesh can get us to doubt is looking at the 
outside world as well. You look out into today’s world, and it can become easy to doubt God’s 
goodness when a pandemic is still raging on, an unjust murder occurred, and riots and looting 
broke out over said unjust murder. At a glance, sin and evil seem to be winning the day, and God 
and His promises seem to be losing. Thankfully, our experiences are not what we trust in or base 
our faith on. They do not have the final word. Paul directs us to the rest of Abraham’s story in 
order to explain this. 

Though Abraham didn’t see how God’s promise would, or even could, come to pass, 
Abraham remained rooted in the Word of God’s promise, and God proved faithful despite the 
circumstances. In the same way, God is faithful to us. Despite Abraham’s and Sarah’s advanced 
age, Paul tells us in verse 18 that Abraham hoped beyond hope. Abraham’s hope is going beyond 
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the human “well I hope this happens, but I don’t know given the evidence/circumstances,” and is 
instead believing  “despite what I see, I know God is able to do what He has promised, so I will 
put my hope in him despite what my reason or experience tells me otherwise”. 

In verse 20, it says that no distrust caused him to waver in faith, but he was actually 
strengthened in faith, because he knew, as verse 21 says, that God was able to do what He had 
promised. And God did! Abraham did eventually have a son! He had Isaac, who in turn had 
Jacob, whose sons would become the 12 tribes of Israel, and who, much later down the line, 
would lead to the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

God was still faithful to Abraham, despite the circumstances that Abraham saw, 
observed, and experienced. Abraham knew this, trusted in this, and as verse 22 says, that is why 
his faith was counted to him as righteousness. 

But God does not do this just for Abraham, dear saints. Paul continues in verses 23 and 
24 in saying that these words were not spoken and written for Abraham alone. No, it is for us 
today as well that we read that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 

Because it is the same with us. Paul says in verse 24 that it, righteousness, will be 
counted to us also who believe in him who raised Jesus from the dead. God has promised that 
forgiveness of sins, newness of life, resurrection, and eternal life will be given freely to all who 
put their trust, their faith, in His Son Jesus Christ’s saving work. 
And not only this, but God has promised that on the last day when Christ returns, those who 
believe will be taken to the new heaven and new earth where there will be no more disease, no 
more death, no more any sort of evil or tragedy we experience here on Earth. Where can these 
amazing promises be found? In God’s Word to us, the Bible. 

Our faith is grounded in God’s Word alone, which holds us steady against everything the 
world throws at us. Thanks to the promises of God recorded for us in Scripture, we can go about 
our daily lives and despite seeing evil, know that that evil will not triumph on the last day. 
Evil will not win because God has said it won’t, and He proved that by sending His Son to 
conquer death with his death and resurrection. With just His words, God created our entire 
universe. His Word is that powerful. 

So, if God says that you are forgiven, you are forgiven. That is the very definition of 
justification. Justification is being declared righteous. If God says that you will be raised on the 
last day, you will be raised on the last day. If God says that there will be a new heavens and a 
new earth with no more sin, evil, etc. in it, it will be so. 

And not only is God’s Word powerful and active, He is faithful to fulfill it. Every time 
God made a covenant with His people in the Old Testament, He fulfilled it. He fulfilled His 
promise to Abraham, as mentioned before. He fulfilled His promise to the people of Israel to 
deliver them from Egypt. He fulfilled His promise to David that his kingdom would be 
established forever, because it was established in Christ’s eternal reign. 

So as we all go about this world and encounter evil, return to the Word. Return to the 
wonderful promises of God found in His Word. Meditate on them, and treasure them. God will 
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continually use His Word, whether read or proclaimed, to encourage you and strengthen your 
faith as He did with Abraham in verse 20. This won’t suddenly cause the sufferings or negative 
feelings to disappear, but through the encouragement of the Holy Spirit by means of the Word, 
perseverance and endurance will be grown in you. 

So as we go and see that a pandemic continues to spread through our nation, as we see 
civil unrest and injustice fester, as we see our own friends and family dying, God’s Word, His 
promises, still endure. In that Word, God has promised to deliver us from this present evil age, 
and bring us who believe to a place where there will be no disease, no injustice, no death. And 
He will be faithful to fulfill that promise.  

So, to conclude, we see that our spiritual father, Abraham, can be like us in that we don’t 
always see God’s promises working. However, Abraham still clung to God’s Word of promise, 
and God proved faithful. Just as God was faithful to Abraham, so too He is faithful to us in 
Christ, and that is the anchor our faith clings to when faced with the storms of doubt and 
suffering 

Faith in Christ is rooted in God’s Word, not necessarily in what is seen, felt, or 
experienced. By faith, we can say along with Sam that, despite all the evil that we see in the 
world today, that there is still good in the world, and there will be good in the world to come. So 
we endure. As we’ll sing here in bit, we stand on the promises of God, for they will not fail. It is 
in these promises that we put our faith, and it is in these promises that we find our rest, our 
comfort, and our hope. Amen. 
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