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Revelation 1:4–8 (NKJV)
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings
and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Do you like knowing the end right from the start? If I know I’m going to read a book or watch
a movie, I don’t want to know any spoilers. When it comes to entertainment, I don’t want to know the
end before I begin.

But when the dear sweet angelic baby is teething, I’m really glad I know how that’s going to
end. It will end with a pearly white smile. Knowing the end of the teething process makes the
middle-of-the-night crying a bit more bearable because I know it’s temporary.

In today’s text, God wants you to know the end before it happens. Not the end of teething, but
the end of sadness and hurt and anger and loneliness and depression. It will be the end of bickering and
backstabbing and regret and sleepless nights. It will be the end of abuse and greed and poverty and
oppression and injustice. When Jesus returns on the last day, it will be the end of death itself.
Revelation 21:4 says, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.”

This is an end that we can look forward to with everything inside us. The Apostle Peter writes
in 1 Peter 1:13, “preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” At the end, when Jesus Christ is
revealed in His glory, what does he say will be brought to you? Grace. If the end of days brings God’s
grace with it for you, then should we fear judgment day or not? Peter points us to Jesus and says don’t
be afraid! Rather, “set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”

Too many Christians get nervous or even afraid when they think about the end times and Jesus
returning. Do we forget that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus? Do we not
know 1 Peter 1:13 where we are told to set all our hope on the grace to be revealed at Christ’s return?
Do we neglect to pray along with John at the end of Revelation, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus!”?
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Dear Christian, you who live in repentance and faith in Jesus, fear not. Today in Revelation
chapter one, God reveals your position before Him, how you got there, and what you have to look
forward to.

Your position before God is summed up in the words grace and peace. God’s grace is His
unmerited favor toward you on account of Jesus Christ. God looks at you with eyes of love and a smile
because He is gracious. We haven’t deserved it, but He gives us His favor.

God’s peace is His unity with you on account of Jesus Christ. Without Jesus we are God’s
enemies because He is holy and we are sinful. We are sinners due to our fallen human nature, plus we
sin in our thoughts, words, and deeds. So repent! Turn from your sin and with sorrow over your sin
confess it to God, asking for Him to be merciful to you, a sinner. Romans 5:10 tells how we go from
being enemies to being at peace with God. It says, “while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son.”

Why do we not fear judgment day? Because you, dear saints, have a position of favor with
God. “Grace to you and peace” John wrote. Know your position with God and be comforted. John
gives this greeting on behalf of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Father is likely in John’s
mind when He says in Revelation 1:4, “Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and
who is to come.”

Then the Holy Spirit is likely in John’s mind when He continues the greeting with, “and from
the seven Spirits who are before His throne.” Revelation is covered with symbolism that requires the
lens of the rest of Scripture to interpret. Seven may be a number of symbolic completeness, so the
“seven Spirits” can safely be taken to mean “the complete Spirit of God.”

John’s greeting on behalf of the triune God ends with “ and from Jesus Christ,” whom John
describes in three ways in Revelation 1:5: “the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the
ruler over the kings of the earth.” Jesus witnessed faithfully to Holy Scripture because He perfectly
fulfilled the will and law of God revealed in the Old Testament. He is the firstborn from the dead
because He died, not on account of His sin, but in our place and for our forgiveness; and He rose to life
so that we would have eternal life in His name.

But don’t imagine eternal life as if we are bodiless spirits floating like the Golden Girls theme
song that suggests “we’ll die and float away; into the night, the Milky Way.” Just as Jesus rose bodily,
never to die again, so too will the dead be raised bodily and be changed to never be sinful, sick, or dead
again. He is the firstborn from the dead because the rest of the dead will follow with a resurrection like
His when He returns.

The third description John gives of Jesus in verse five is that He is the “ruler over the kings of
the earth.” Today is Christ the King Sunday for this exact reason: Jesus is the conquering King. Who
are His enemies? Sin, death, and the devil. How did He conquer them? By dying. What? Yes, in His
death He bore the sins of the world, He put death to death, and defeated and bound the devil so that He
would no longer deceive us and so his accusations against us wouldn’t hold any water because our sins
are forgiven through faith in Jesus.

John has basically given a greeting on behalf of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and told us
what our position is before this holy, holy, holy God: grace and peace. Amazing! I was a slave to sin,
death, and the devil, but now my position is one of grace and peace!? You who confess your sins and
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believe in the name of the Son of God, you can look forward to the end, whatever it brings, because
your position before God almighty is one of grace and peace.

Revelation 1:4-5 helps us look forward to the end of days because we now know our position
before God. It’s a position of grace and peace. Verse five goes on to further reveal how you, a sinner,
came to be in this position of grace. John speaks of Jesus when he writes, “To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father,
to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

So what’s the answer? How did you get right with God? Motivated by His love for you, Jesus
washed your sins away by the shedding of His own blood. I should almost be asking, “How did God
get you right with Him?”, not “How did you get right with God?” By grace.

His grace and love aren’t fluffy terms that we can take however we want. His love for you takes
a specific shape and action. God’s love takes shape in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. God’s love
takes action in the Son willingly laying down His life, shedding His blood, all for sinners gain. Yes, 1
John 4:8 says, “God is love,” but the next verse goes on to give specific shape and specific action to
God’s love. 1 John 4:8b–10 says, “God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that
we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Propitiation is a beautiful word that means a sacrifice made to appease wrath against sin. God is
holy, so sin incurs His just wrath. But He’s also merciful, so He became flesh and dwelt among us,
faithfully witnessing to God’s revealed law, never sinning, but then willingly laying down His life for
all the sins of all sinners in order to bear the blow of God’s wrath in our place. That’s love. God is love,
and Jesus as the propitiation for our sins is what His love looks like.

But when you consider your salvation, it’s not just a removal of your sin because Jesus took it
for you, it’s also a bestowal upon you of the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Not only does God look
upon you who believe as forgiven, He also sees all of Christ’s righteousness credited to you by faith.
He sees you who believe as saints—as holy as Jesus. This is partly seen in our text in Revelation 1:6.
Right after saying in verse five that our sins are washed from us by the blood of Jesus, John bestows on
us the titles of kings and priests.

Jesus rules in this world not by political rule or human dominance, but through His Word. And
when you bear His Word in your heart and speak it from your mouth, you are ruling and reigning with
Him on earth. The gates of hell will not prevail against Christ’s Church, nor shall any other powers or
principalities. What will the end bring for you? Will your faith be tested? Will you be persecuted or
killed for your faith? No matter. Do not fear. My fellow kings and priests, You rule and reign with
Christ who is the ruler over the kings of the earth.

As priests we render service unto God. 1 Peter 2:9 names us a royal priesthood. Jesus is named
in Hebrews 4:14 as our great High Priest, but the sacrifice Jesus offered is different from the sacrifices
we offer. Like the priests of the Old Testament, Jesus offered a bloody sacrifice. Unlike the Old
Testament priests, the sacrifice Jesus offered was Himself.

With faith in the final sacrifice of Jesus, we too offer sacrifices to God. Hebrews 13:15–16
says, “15 Through [Jesus Christ] then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that acknowledge His name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
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such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” This passage mentions two different sacrifices that we offer as
members of the royal priesthood. We offer sacrifices of praise whenever the faith in our hearts bursts
forth from our lips to acknowledge Jesus’ name. We also make sacrifices that are pleasing to God
when we “do not neglect to do good and to share what we have” as Hebrews 13:16 says.

As we make sacrifices of praise and do good and share what we have, sharing even our own
selves, we do so to bless our neighbors and to glorify God. As John wrote in Revelation 1:6, “[Jesus]
made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.” God already has all glory and dominion, so He doesn’t need our good works. But He knows
our neighbors need them, so He prepares good works for us to do for their benefit.

Your position before God does not depend on your works, not even your sacrifices of praise
and sharing what you have. John has shown so far your position before God and how you got there.
Your position is one of grace and peace. You came into this position by Jesus washing away your sins.
No matter what the end brings, do not fear. You are free to not fear. You are free to give yourself as a
living sacrifice: offering praise to Jesus; offering your time and your means to your neighbor wherever
there is need.

Now that you know your position and how you got there, what do you have to look forward to?
In short, the return of your king. He came once lowly and swaddled as a baby. He conquered through
lowly suffering. But He will return in full glory. The question isn’t, “when is He coming?” since no
one can know the answer to that, except to say that He comes “soon” like Scripture says. The real
question is, “are you ready?”

Repent and believe the gospel! This goes for Christians, too! Daily repent in humble contrition
over your sin and rejoice in the daily and abundant uninterrupted forgiveness of sins which is your in
Christ Jesus. The humble repentant heart is ready for Jesus to return and raise the dead and make all
things new. We set our hope fully on the grace to be revealed that day.

But for all who either flat out reject Jesus or who more secretly love their sin and refuse to
humble themselves and repent, the return of the Lord will be to their doom. The judgment of unbelief
which will occur at Christ’s return is a call for all of the world to repent and believe the Gospel. Jesus
died for all sins. The tragedy of the souls who are lost on judgment day is that their sins were forgiven
at the cross, but in hardness of heart and unbelief they rejected the gracious gift.

So what are we to do? First, repent. Believe that you are forgiven not by your deserving, but by
the grace of God revealed in Jesus dying and rising for your salvation. Second, look to the clouds with
joyful hope and expectation that Christ is returning soon to give us by sight the salvation that we now
have by faith. Third, as you make your priestly sacrifices of praise and good works, share the good
news with your family and friends and all neighbors that God puts in your life. He desires that all
would be saved. He died for them all.

He who died and was raised and ascended into heaven, being hid from the disciples’ view by a
cloud will return even as He went—on the clouds. He will raise the dead and make all things new.
When the end comes, it will be an end of suffering and sorrow and death. But it will also be a glorious
beginning of eternal life with Jesus and all the resurrected saints in the new creation. Come quickly,
Lord Jesus! And may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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