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Psalm 85:8–13 (NKJV)  
To the Chief Musician. A Psalm Of the Sons of Korah. 
8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak, 

For He will speak peace 
To His people and to His saints; 

But let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

That glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Mercy and truth have met together; 

Righteousness and peace have kissed. 
11 Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

And righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 Yes, the Lord will give what is good; 

And our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before Him, 

And shall make His footsteps our pathway. 
 

Psalm 85 is worth reading slowly. There’s such comfort in this psalm. Verse eight begins 
with the comfort of God speaking peace to us. “I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for He 
will speak peace to His people and to His saints.” 

Praise the Lord! Don’t miss how amazing this comfort is. It’s no small thing to be in a 
state of peace with God. Remember that as people who are conceived in sin and have within us a 
human nature that is stained with sin, we are by nature enemies of God—at war, not peace. 

How does God speak peace to you who, according to your sinful nature, are His enemies? 
Romans 5:1, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

Praise the Lord! You who believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins are no longer in 
a state of enmity with God, but rather God speaks “peace to His people and to His saints,” as 
Psalm 85:8 says. 

Romans chapter five goes on in verses ten and eleven to further paint the picture of 
enemies of God being reconciled through Jesus. “10 For if when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
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saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the reconciliation.” 

When we read Psalm 85:8, we should think of Jesus. “I will hear what God the Lord will 
speak, for He will speak peace to His people and to His saints.” Through faith in Jesus we have 
this peace spoken to us from God. 

Peace can be hard to feel when your well being is in question. In this broken world in 
which all creation has been groaning since the fall into sin and continues to do so even today, 
your well being is threatened when things don’t work as they were initially created to work. 

When super-cell storms bring tornadoes like they did to the area near Dalton, MN, or the 
widespread destruction in Iowa from the derecho storm—basically an inland hurricane, peace 
can be hard to feel. Both the tornados near Dalton and the storm in Iowa affected some brothers 
and sisters of yours in our fellow Free Lutheran congregations. 

Or when the fall rains started early last year and continued almost nonstop, leaving some 
crops unharvested and basements wet, peace can be hard to feel. 

When the world faces a pandemic that on the one hand brings sickness and death and on 
the other hand brings a screeching halt to needed social interaction and fellowship and business, 
peace can be hard to feel. 

When these troubles resolve with time, what the world has to offer is peace that you can 
feel. And what a blessing it is when God brings about some semblance of order and restoration to 
the world we live in and we once again enjoy good weather, good health, and good fellowship. 
That kind of peace that you can feel when things are going well is still a gift from God, but it’s 
not unique to Christians. 

There’s another kind of peace that God speaks to us, to His saints, who are at peace with 
Him through faith in Jesus Christ. This is a peace that doesn’t always correspond with a peaceful 
feeling. This is a peace that doesn’t always make sense given the brokenness of our world and 
our lives. This is a peace that passes understanding. 

This is the peace to which Jesus referred in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace 
I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.” 

The peace that God speaks to His saints that Psalm 85:8 talks about and that Jesus talks 
about in John chapter fourteen, is not based on whether or not it’s going well for you in the 
world. The peace that God gives to you, dear Christian, is that through faith in Jesus Christ, God 
claims you and holds you as His own.  

You who believe and are baptized into Christ Jesus, are no longer enemies with God. You 
have been reconciled to Him through the death and resurrection of His Son.  

And we should know better than to get caught up in the fear and frenzy of a broken world 
that fears uncertainty, that fears death, that fears sickness and loss. God speaks peace to us 
through Jesus Christ, but sometimes it’s like we’re not listening. And we know better. 
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At this moment there are many from our congregation who are grieving loss, who are 
facing financial and family troubles, who are facing loneliness, some are even facing the end of 
their lives on this earth. And we are troubled. 

If our faith stands on the crumbling foundation of hoping that things will go well for us in 
this world, we will fall. Peter trusted Jesus in today’s Gospel lesson from Matthew 14 and 
stepped out onto the water. Verse 30 says, “But when [Peter] saw that the wind was boisterous, 
he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 And immediately 
Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, ‘O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.” 

We know better than to sink in unbelief and fear when this broken world begins to 
overwhelm us. And yet sink we do. The comfort for you for when you should have known better, 
is that Jesus is with you in the storm, He pulls you up from the deep, and He restores and sustains 
your faith through the hearing of His Word. 

Peter went from a walking-on-water high point to a life-threatening low so quickly when 
he went from “trusting in Jesus no matter what” to being afraid of dying. And there in the depths 
of his need, Jesus held him and restored His faith. 

Elijah had a similar fall from confidence in today’s Old Testament lesson in 1 Kings 19. 
He trusted the Lord so thoroughly in 1 Kings 18, standing up to the ungodly king, standing up to 
the false prophets of Baal. But then the wicked queen threatened his life and began to pursue 
him, and he fell apart. He fled out of the north, through the south, and hid himself on a mountain.  

If our faith stands on the crumbling foundation of hoping that things well for us in this 
world, we will fall. We as Christians are not immune to this. Exhibit A: Peter. Exhibit B: Elijah. 
And yet there as he hid fearfully on the mountain, Elijah received comfort from God’s Word. In 
1 Kings 19:15, God told Elijah, “Go, return on your way,” and the Lord gave Him work to 
continue doing even though Elijah had not done the best at trusting in the Lord when his life was 
in danger. 

What did God do for the terrified disciple, Peter, when he should have known better than 
to fear nature taking its course? What did God do for the terrified prophet, Elijah, when he 
should have known better than to fear man? God was near to them. The Lord is a very present 
help in time of trouble. He gave them a peace that passes understanding and that doesn’t make 
sense given the threats at hand to their well being. 

He’s near to you, too. For when you should have known better, but instead of being still 
and knowing that He is God, you were afraid, He is gracious to you. He is patient with you like 
He was to Elijah and to Peter. 

That fear and sorrow and trouble and grief and worry that you have felt or are feeling now, 
God will turn it into joy at Christ’s return. Jesus gives you the comfort that he gave His disciples 
in John 16:19–20, “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will 
see Me. 20 Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; 
and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.” 
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Come quickly, Lord Jesus. But in the meantime, while we wait and while we are troubled, 
speak peace to us. Psalm 85:8, “8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak 
peace to His people and to His saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 9 Surely His salvation is 
near to those who fear Him.” 

Dear saints, His salvation is near to you. Don’t fear nature. Don’t fear death. Don’t fear 
tomorrow. Rather, fear, love, and trust in God above all things. He speaks peace to you His 
people, to you His saints, because He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Jesus 
Christ His Son. 

So may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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