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2 Corinthians 13:11–14 (NKJV) 

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in                
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
13 All the saints greet you. 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy                   

Spirit be with you all. Amen. 
 
There is so much gold to find in Paul’s two letters to the Corinthians. Today’s text is the 

conclusion to Second Corinthians. In order to be refreshed in the context of this passage, I simply 
read the entire letter of Second Corinthians last week. If you would appreciate a suggestion for 
something to read, I recommend prayerfully reading First Corinthians and Second Corinthians. 

One passage that I came upon in 2 Corinthians 12:14–15 speaks directly to the heart that I 
as your pastor have toward you and the heart that our seminary intern, Michael Onstad, has 
toward you. There Paul says, “I seek not what is yours but you…I will most gladly spend and be 
spent for your souls.” We love you and we rejoice to share God’s Word and God’s love with 
you. 

That was the Apostle Paul’s heart. He wasn’t seeking what belonged to the Corinthians; 
he was seeking them. He was spending Himself for their souls. Where did He learn that? 

Had someone spent Himself for Paul’s soul? Had someone sought not what belonged to 
Paul, but instead had sought out Paul himself? Jesus graciously spent Himself—He paid with His 
own life in order to obtain Paul, who was called Saul, as His own. Paul knew His sin and He 
knew his suffering, but He also knew the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I pray that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ would be with you. When Paul wrote the 
very last verse in Second Corinthians, he said, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen” 

I pray that you would examine your hearts and see your sin and your trouble like Paul, 
and that you would flee for refuge to God’s infinite grace in Jesus Christ our Lord. He loves you. 
He is gracious toward you. 

After mentioning Jesus in His conclusion to Second Corinthians Paul goes on to mention 
God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit. It’s a beautiful text for Trinity Sunday. By referring to 
each person in the godhead, Paul is teaching us something about who God is. He is Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—one God, now and forever. 
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By mentioning grace, love, and communion, Paul is teaching us something about what 
God does. God is gracious toward you through Jesus Christ. God’s love is demonstrated in the 
Father sending the Son while we were still sinners to reconcile us to Him, that whoever believes 
in Jesus will not perish, but have eternal life. And the perfect communion, the divine fellowship 
enjoyed from eternity past between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, unites all believers through 
the working of the Holy Spirit.  

Grace, love, and communion: the work of Jesus the Son, God the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit. The doctrine of the trinity is not just information that is true; it is a message of comfort for 
you who believe. So meditate on who God is and what He has done for you. 

And as you live in daily repentance of your sin and with faith in God, live to bless your 
neighbors with a heart of grace, with acts of love, and with every effort to restore and maintain 
peace and fellowship, in other words, communion, with one another. 

Just as Jesus spent His life for Paul’s soul, and in turn Paul was spending His life for the 
souls of the Corinthians, God has been gracious and loving, bringing us into communion with 
Him, so let us go and do likewise. 

Paul spends good portions of his two letters to the Corinthians giving direction for how to 
live in love toward your neighbor in light of God’s love toward you in Christ. Immediately 
before this last verse in Second Corinthians which taught us about who God is and what He does, 
Paul gave them some final instructions. 

In Second Corinthians 13:11, Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. 
Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you.”  

To “become complete” in this context means to not go on content with fractured 
friendships, divisions in the congregation, and bitter roots growing deeper in our hearts. It means 
to be reconciled with one another. It means to strive for a restored communion, a restored 
fellowship between you and your neighbor. 

There is one who has sought restoration with you. Because of the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and because of the love of God, the Holy Spirit has transferred you from the domain of 
darkness into the blessed communion that we share in the kingdom of God’s beloved Son. Praise 
the Lord! 

The reason why the Lord’s Supper is called Holy Communion is because as God gives us 
Christ’s body and blood for our forgiveness and assurance, He is giving us the gift of fellowship. 
It could just as well be called Holy Fellowship, because that’s what the word communion means.  

This fellowship goes both vertically and horizontally. On account of Christ’s body and 
blood, given and shed for us at the cross and distributed to us in Holy Communion, we have 
fellowship with God and with one another. 

As you rest in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ for your communion and fellowship with 
God, strive for restored communion and fellowship with your neighbors. With hearts of grace, 
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acts of love, and with our sights set on restored communion, may the peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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