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Exodus 6:6–8 (NKJV) 

6 Therefore say to the children of Israel: “I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 7 I will take you as My people, and I will be your 
God. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God who brings you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the Lord.” 

 
Last Sunday we learned from Exodus chapter three that God hears us, just as he heard the 

cry of the Israelites and as He patiently heard the whiny cries from Moses. He’s patient. He 
answers our prayers in His timing, and not according to our deserving, but according to the 
riches of His grace in Christ Jesus. 

God listens. Today we’re looking at Exodus chapter six, where God begins to rescue His 
people. What did the Israelites need to be rescued from in Egypt? They were under the rule of a 
cruel Pharaoh. They were under the oppression of many complicit Egyptians who actively 
mistreated and enslaved them. 

So God sent Moses and Aaron to tell Pharaoh, “Let my people go.” How did it look like 
the rescue operation was going at first? Moses had approached Pharaoh but all that led to was 
Pharaoh making the slavery more harsh for the Israelites. 

Moses was so frustrated that he pretty much scolded God in Exodus 6:23, “Why did you 
ever send me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done evil to this 
people, and You have not delivered Your people at all.” 

Sometimes God’s rescue doesn’t come right away like we want it. God would rescue the 
Israelites from Egypt, but first He needed to deal with Pharaoh who was enemy #1 against the 
Israelites and God. 

What is God’s first move against His enemies? Romans 5:10 says “while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.” To be reconciled is to have a 
relationship healed. 

Romans 5:10 is saying that “While we were enemies, our relationship with God was 
healed by the death of His Son.” According to my sins my relationship with God is so messed up 
that I’m actually His enemy. But according to my Jesus I am God’s dear child. 

What God does to His enemies first is He loves them and is merciful to them. He sent 
Jesus who even when the soldiers nailed Him to the cross He prayed for them, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 

1 



 

He is merciful to give rescue opportunities to His enemies. Pharaoh positioned himself in 
Egypt as God’s enemy. The multiple plagues were multiple opportunities for Pharaoh. But 
Pharaoh rejected God’s patience toward him and hardened his own heart plague after plague.  

1) Nile water to blood—Pharaoh hardened his own heart; 2) Frogs everywhere—again he 
hardened his own heart; 3) Gnats on man and beast—he hardened his heart again; 4) Flies ruined 
the land—still hardening his own heart; 5) Egyptian livestock died—yet again Pharaoh’s heart 
was hard against the opportunity God gave him for repentance and letting His people go. 

It wasn’t until after the sixth plague when bubbly skin sores called boils covered the 
Egyptians that God finally gave Pharaoh what he wanted. Until then Pharaoh had hardened his 
own heart, but finally there came a point when in judgment God basically said, “If a hardened 
heart is what you want, then that’s what you get.” And in righteous judgment, finally after the 
sixth plague, God was the one who hardened Pharaoh’s heart which was exactly what Pharaoh 
wanted. 

When the Holy Spirit brings conviction on you and you’re sorry for your sins, that’s a 
rescue opportunity. Will we harden our hearts and not respond to God’s rescue? Or will your 
heart break as it should so that you cry out to God? 

He’s a saving God who loves to rescue. Don’t resist His convicting work in your heart. 
Confess your sin whenever you’re aware of it and He forgives you because Jesus died for your 
sins. Then God leads you in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake, growing in you a true 
knowledge of Him and of His will and true obedience to His will. 

But Pharaoh rejected God’s patient invitations for Him to believe in God and let the 
Israelites go. The plagues continued: 7) Hail bigger and heavier than ever before in Egypt; 8) 
Locusts that filled the houses and ate up whatever hadn’t been ruined by the hail; 9) darkness as 
black as night that lasted for three days; 10) the death of all the firstborn in families and even the 
firstborn of the animals. 

Finally, Pharaoh said, “Leave.” None of the firstborn of the Israelites died because the 
Lord promised to pass over their homes if they killed a passover lamb and spread some of its 
blood on their door frames. As they trusted in God’s promise, the lamb died instead of them. 

They left Egypt and came face to face with the Red Sea. Then Pharaoh came charging 
behind them with his army and they were trapped between Pharaoh and the water. But the Lord 
parted the sea so that a path of dry land opened up and the Israelites crossed miraculously. When 
the Egyptians tried to follow, God defeated them by closing up the sea again. The horse and rider 
were thrown into the sea. 

The rescue from Egypt was an awesome saving work of God, but it pointed ahead to 
God’s greatest of all time rescue at the cross. Jesus had no sin in Himself and is truly God 
Himself. So He’s pretty much the furthest thing away from being God’s enemy. Yet Jesus took 
our sins upon Himself and became a substitute enemy in our place, dying like a sinner on the 
cross. 
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2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “For our sake [God] made [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” God’s rescue operation is like a trade. 
Jesus took our sin and gives us His righteousness by faith.  

When God looked at Jesus on the cross He saw your sin and Jesus dying for it. When 
God looks at you who confess your sins and believe in Jesus Christ who died and rose again for 
you, He sees your faith in Jesus and looks at you not only as a forgiven person, but also as 
someone who has been given Christ’s righteousness. 

We are rescued by believing in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. Did you know 
that it’s always been that way? The people in the Old Testament who believed in God didn’t 
know the savior’s name was going to be Jesus, but they knew a savior was coming. 

We see this all the way back in Genesis chapter three right after Adam and Eve rebelled 
against God and mankind fell into sin. Satan had deceived them and they trusted the lies of the 
devil instead of trusting God.  

But right away God promised a savior. In Genesis 3:15 we have the first promise of a 
savior in the whole Bible. In that verse God cursed the serpent, Satan, who had deceived Adam 
and Eve, and He said in Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her Offspring; [Her offspring] shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel.”  

What God is saying is that there would be an offspring of Eve a descendant of hers who 
would come and defeat Satan. Who was that? Who was God promising salvation through in 
Genesis 3:15? Jesus! 

God rescues! He always rescues through Jesus. The Old Testament believers trusted in 
the savior who was yet to come, and we trust in that same savior who has come. And so time 
went on from Adam and Eve down to Noah, down to Abraham, down to Isaac, down to Jacob, 
down to Joseph, and the Israelites were now stuck in Egypt.  

What about that promise, God? It’s not looking so good. The people are grumbling. 
Moses complains in Exodus 5:23, “You haven’t delivered Your people at all!” 

Then God drops a rescue truth bomb on Moses in Exodus 6:1, “The Lord said to Moses, 
‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. For with a strong hand he will let them go, and 
with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.’ 2 And God spoke to Moses and said to 
him: ‘I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by 
My name, LORD (or Yahweh) I was not known to them.’” 

The Hebrew word for Lord here is Yahweh. The great I Am. He’s telling Moses, “You 
think you’ve heard about Yahweh, I’m about to show you who Yahweh is.” 

There’s more to the Lord’s name than the letters G-O-D. A person’s name represents 
everything about them. God is saying that He’s going to reveal His name to Moses and the 
Israelites. Not the letters for Yahweh, they already know that. Revealing His name to them 
means He’s going to reveal more to them about who He is. 
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This is a great Bible puzzle that at first looks confusing and contradictory, but then with a 
deeper look it’s just amazing. 

How does it work when God told Moses that He “appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD (or Yahweh) I was not known to them.” But 
back in Genesis 4:1, Eve called God Yahweh. In Genesis 4:26 Seth and his family called God 
Yahweh. In Genesis 5:28, Lamech the father of Noah called God Yahweh. In Genesis 12:7-8 
Abraham called God Yahweh. In Genesis 25 and 28, Isaac and Jacob called God Yahweh. 

There’s more to the Lord’s name than the letters G-O-D. A person’s name represents 
everything about them. God is saying that He’s going to reveal the fullness of His name, all that 
He is, in what He’s about to do. 

What’s He going to do? He’s going to rescue them! Yahweh is God’s saving name. God 
wants us to primarily thing of Him as a saving God. 

Look at what God says about Himself and what He’s going to do in Exodus 6:6–8, “6 

Therefore [Moses,] say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 7 I will take you as My people, and I will be your 
God. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God who brings you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the Lord.’ ”  

In verse six God starts by saying “I am the Lord.” In verse eight He ends everything by 
saying “I am the Lord.” And in between those bookends God is revealing Himself as a saving 
God. A God who rescues you. 

When we hear about the Lord, when we hear the name Yahweh, when we hear about 
Jesus, we should primarily think about salvation, the rescue of our souls. 

How fitting was it then, that when the savior came he was named Jesus. The name Jesus 
is a combination of two Hebrew words. The J-E is short for the Hebrew word for Lord. The 
S-U-S is short for the Hebrew word for salvation. The name Jesus means “The Lord saves.” 
When you think of Jesus think of the Lord’s salvation, His rescue. 

The rescue that God pulled off in Egypt was for the Israelites. The rescue that God did at 
the cross was for all the sinners in the whole world. It was for you. He is faithful to rescue those 
who cry out to Him. 

Is it well with your soul? God is a saving God who rescues souls through Jesus Christ. 
It’s possible for things to be well with your soul, and things to be not well with your life. My 
prayer for you is that whatever rescue you need, that you would know in the midst of it that even 
when life is hard, it is well with your soul because your Lord rescued you through the cross. 

God can rescue you from whatever you’re facing, but it doesn’t always happen right 
away. Trust in the Lord no matter what. He’s a saving God who loves to rescue you. May the 
peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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