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Ezekiel 2:1–8 (NKJV)
1 And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 2 Then the

Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I heard Him who spoke to
me. 3 And He said to me: “Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious
nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this
very day. 4 For they are impudent and stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and you shall
say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ 5 As for them, whether they hear or whether they
refuse—for they are a rebellious house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among
them.

6 “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though
briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or
dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak My words to them,
whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, hear
what I say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what
I give you.”

When the Word of the Lord came to Ezekiel, three things happened. Today, the Word of
the Lord comes to you in Holy Scripture, and God desires for the same three things to happen to
you. The three things that happen are the first three things we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer:
God’s name is hallowed; His kingdom comes; His will is done.

When we pray, “hallowed be Thy name,” it means, “God, you are holy, and we want our
hearts to truly recognize your holiness.” In Luther’s Small Catechism, Luther explained the
meaning of “hallowed be Thy Name” by saying, “God’s Name is indeed holy in itself, but we
pray in this petition that it may be hallowed also among us.”

Ezekiel hallowed the Lord’s Name, he held it as holy in his heart, but in this particular
instance he didn’t have much of a choice. He saw the Lord’s holiness in a vision in chapter one.
There were angels, there was the Spirit of God, there was a throne, there was the pre-incarnate
Christ in all His glory. It was overwhelming and overpowering.

What happened to him as a result of seeing the vision of God’s holiness? Ezekiel 1:28
says, “This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I fell
on my face.” Ezekiel fell flat on his face, prostrate before the holiness of God. Why? The
holiness of God is a good thing. Why would Ezekiel not stand and be happy to see it? He was
utterly humbled before the holiness of God because of his sin. Ezekiel had this direct vision of
God’s holiness and it floored him.
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God is still that holy, and we are still that sinful. Are we still that humbled? When we
pray “hallowed be Thy Name,” do we mean it? If we mean it, what we’re saying is, “God, you
are holy, holy, holy, and I am not. You are good and kind and merciful, and I am a sinner. Your
Name is to be honored and hallowed and glorified, not mine.” It is not inappropriate to pray the
first petition of the Lord’s prayer with your face in the dirt, completely humbled, like Ezekiel
was.

Ezekiel had no choice but to hallow God’s name because God revealed His holiness
directly to him. The reason people are able to resist hallowing God’s name if they so choose is
because God deals with us through means. His direct holiness, His im-mediate holiness can’t be
resisted, which is why every knee will bow at the Lord’s return. But the means that He works
through can either be resisted in unbelief or received in faith.

There are a number of so-called “Christian music” songs put out in recent decades that
sing about longing to see the holiness of God and experience it directly. But that will kill you.
The wages of sin is death, and you are a sinner. It really is a gracious thing for a holy God to
work through means to do His work on your heart. Don’t seek a direct encounter with God’s
holiness. Seek God through the means He has given through which He promises to graciously
meet you. His primary means is His Holy Word.

In His Word God speaks to us with words of Law and words of Gospel. His Law reveals
His holiness and our sin and drops us to the ground, face down, fearful of His holy wrath against
our sin.

This is where we find Ezekiel at the beginning of chapter two. The Word of the Lord
came to him and three things happened. First, as we have seen, he hallowed God’s name. Fully
recognizing his own sinfulness and God’s holiness, he fell to the ground. Second, as we pray in
the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” God’s kingdom came to Ezekiel.

Again, Luther’s explanation in the Small Catechism is helpful here. We pray, “Thy
kingdom come.” What does this mean? “The kingdom of God comes indeed of itself without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come also to us.” How is this done? “When our
heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and live
a godly life here on earth and in heaven forever.”

When we pray “Thy kingdom come,” we are praying that it would come to us, that God
would give us His Holy Spirit, that through the work of the Holy Spirit we would believe God’s
holy Word and live godly lives in His kingdom now and in His kingdom forever.

How did this happen for Ezekiel? He writes in Ezekiel 2:1-2, “[The Lord] said to me,
‘Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.’ Then the Spirit entered me when He
spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I heard Him who spoke to me.” Because of his sin he
had fallen on his face before God’s holiness. But now Ezekiel is standing. How? By the power of
God’s Word.

By God saying the words, “Stand on your feet,” Ezekiel was picked up by God and set on
his feet. By the means of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit entered Ezekiel. This is what it means for
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God’s kingdom to come to someone: it’s when God gives us His Holy Spirit and by His grace we
believe His holy Word. When Ezekiel went from face in the dirt to standing upright, it was all by
grace. He didn’t put his hands under his chest and get up on his knees and then with a grunt go to
a standing position. He heard the Word of the Lord to “stand,” and Ezekiel wrote that “the Spirit
entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet.”

God is still gracious to give us His Holy Spirit through the hearing of His Word. He is
still gracious to bring us from having hearts that are rightly terrified of God’s wrath because of
our sin to having hearts which are comforted with the forgiveness of sins. By means of God’s
Word, He transfers us from a domain of darkness and brings us into the kingdom of His beloved
Son.

When the Lord told Ezekiel, “Stand on your feet,” it was a command, but also a gift. It
was a command that gave what it was commanding. Like when Lazarus had died and was buried
in a tomb, Jesus commanded Lazarus, “Come forth.” It was a command, but also a gift. Lazarus
couldn’t come forth by his own strength—he was dead. But at Christ’s gracious command,
sometimes called a “Gospel imperative,” that which was commanded was granted. Lazarus came
forth alive.

When the Bible tells us, “Believe in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved,” what is that? It’s kind of a command. It’s kind of a promise. It’s one of those Gospel
imperatives that raised Lazarus and set Ezekiel on His feet. God sends forth His Word and He
really is at work through it to bring His kingdom to you.

Ezekiel has hallowed God’s name with complete humility; he has been set on his feet in
God’s kingdom by the Holy Spirit working through the Word; finally, Ezekiel is told what God’s
will is for him. It’s not an easy thing God is calling Ezekiel to do, but Ezekiel will proceed with
the heart of surrender that says, “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

If you read a couple chapters further you’ll find that Ezekiel was not always happy to do
God’s will. He didn’t find it to be the easiest path forward. Yet He submitted Himself to God’s
Word.

God’s task for Ezekiel is spelled out in Ezekiel 2:3-5. The Lord told him, “Son of man, I
am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they
and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. 4 For they are impudent and
stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
God.’ 5 As for them, whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a rebellious
house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.”

Ezekiel was being sent on a mission trip to a place called home. The people to whom he
would speak were like him in that they were sinners, but many were unlike him in that they
would not hallow God’s name or desire to see God’s kingdom come to them. God’s holiness was
revealed directly to Ezekiel in an overwhelming and terrifying way, but His holiness would be
revealed to Ekekiel’s brethren like it’s revealed to you and me: through the means of God’s
Word. Would they repent, or would they harden their hearts and continue in unbelief?
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Ezekiel was being sent to call his own people, the people of Israel, to repent of their sin
and return to the Lord, trusting in His mercy. What was He supposed to tell them to get them to
repent? It’s in verse four. The Lord tells Ezekiel, “I am sending you to them, and you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’” He was being sent to tell them whatever God would tell Him
to tell them.

There is comfort in this for Ezekiel. How so? The pressure was off of him. He didn’t have
to come up with clever arguments or find ways to persuade or manipulate people. He wasn’t
going home to the Israelites to tell them Ezekiel’s word. He was tasked with sharing God’s Word,
and saying, “Thus says the Lord.”

Who does this today? Who is tasked with regularly proclaiming, “Thus says the Lord,”
and publicly calling people to repent and believe? Me. I am. Pastors are. If you hear a pastor
going on about this idea or that idea, but never calling people to repent of their sins before a holy
God and believe in His Word for the forgiveness of their sins on account of Jesus Christ, then
they aren’t preaching a “Thus says the Lord,” kind of message.

This is what Ezekiel was to preach, and it is what I am to preach. He was sent to the
Israelites. To whom am I sent to preach? To you! You in the sanctuary, you on the livestream,
and you on the radio. Repent and believe the Gospel. Pray that God’s name would be kept holy
in your midst, that His kingdom would come to you, and that you would do His will on earth as
joyfully as the angels do His will in heaven.

Ezekiel was sent to Israel with a blistering message of the Law. Those who would have
ears to hear would come to know the holiness of God and the sinfulness of their own flesh. Why
did Ezekiel preach such a downer of a message? So that those who heard would repent. Every
time someone repents God meets them with mercy. He sees the repentant heart humbled and
terrified and His Holy Spirit sends forth His Word of grace to set that sinner on his feet as a
saved soul.

The message I preach of “Thus says the Lord God,” in which I pray that I am not
preaching my own ideas but God’s Word, is not always an easy message to preach. The goal of
my sermons is not to help you feel good about yourself and feel good about your pastor. The goal
of my sermons is that you would hear the Word of God, that the Holy Spirit would work through
that word so that you would repent, and so that you would be comforted by the Gospel—the
good news that your sins are forgiven on account of Jesus Christ.

Then as one who has been humbled by God’s word of law and forgiven by His Gospel,
the pressure is off of you like it was off of Ezekiel. When God has you call your own people to
repent and to believe, it’s not you that they’ll be believing or rejecting, it’s God. When God leads
you to share the Word, share it. Don’t share your own ideas about life and heaven and salvation.
Share, “thus says the Lord God.” Point them to Jesus who died for their sins.

As you are brought low by God’s holiness and your sinfulness, may the Gospel Word of
the cross set you on your feet in His Kingdom. And may the peace of God which surpasses all
understanding guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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