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Acts 14:8–18 (NKJV)
8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his

mother’s womb, who had never walked. 9 This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him
intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on
your feet!” And he leaped and walked. 11 Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they
raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in the
likeness of men!” 12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker. 13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and
garlands to the gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes.

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in
among the multitude, crying out 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also
are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless
things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,
16 who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless He
did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” 18 And with these sayings they could scarcely
restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them.

Who’s got the power? What is the truth? Our text today deals with both of these
questions. If you’re familiar with the song from 1990, “I’ve Got the Power,” then maybe we
think that the answer to the question “who’s got the power?” is me—I’ve got the power. And
what is truth? If we’re pulled strongly enough by the tides of worldly culture, then maybe we
think the answer to the question, “what is truth?” is whatever I want it to be.

In a world that doesn’t take its cues from God’s Word, it’s easy to get the source of power
and truth wrong. It’s not us—it’s God. Paul and Barnabas believed in Jesus Christ, and they
knew that power and truth came from God. But in Acts 14 they came to a town that had some
upside down ideas about power and truth.

They were on a mission trip to tell people about Jesus. Paul and Barnabas entered the
town of Lystra armed with the power of God Himself. Do you know what the power of God is?
Acts 14:7 says that they came to Lystra and the surrounding region and were preaching the
Gospel. In Romans 1:16, Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

In that verse, when it says, “IT is the power of God for salvation,” what is the “it”? “I am
not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”
What is the power of God that Paul and Barnabas were armed with when they entered Lystra?
The Gospel!



The people of Lystra thought that power came from the Greek pantheon of gods like Zeus
and Hermes, but they were about to be exposed to the almighty power of the one true God. God
sent Paul and Barnabas to Lystra with the Gospel which is powerful to raise spiritually dead
unbelievers and give them life in Jesus’ name. What did the wielding of that power look like?
Preaching.

God’s power unto salvation doesn’t come with the force of an earthquake or the shock of
a lightning bolt. God works through simple and humble means to deliver salvation to you. We’re
going to sing “Victory in Jesus” after the sermon, and it’s going to be great. Jesus won the
victory over your sin, over your death, and over the devil when He died in your place on the
cross and rose from the grave on Easter. How does the benefit of His victory get to you? Through
preaching.

The power of God unto salvation is the Gospel, which is the proclamation that your sins
are forgiven on account of Jesus Christ who gave His life for you. Romans 10:17 promises that
God gives faith through the hearing of that Gospel word. It’s not an impressive display of power,
but inasmuch as you have the simple Gospel, you’ve got the power. You who believe have the
treasure of faith, you have the victory of Jesus given to you, and you have the powerful truth of
the Gospel in your heart and ready to share from your mouth.

The people in the town of Lystra were not very receptive to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
brought by Paul and Barnabas. But there was one man who heard and by the power of the Holy
Spirit working through God’s Word as it was preached, he believed and was saved. Acts 14:8
describes him as “a certain man without strength in his feet” who “was sitting” because he had
been “a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked.”

Verse nine says, “This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing
that he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he
leaped and walked.” Not only were his feet healed miraculously, but this man who had never
walked probably had little to no leg muscles and he also would have also lacked the coordination
to know how to walk. When Paul shouted to him, “Stand up straight on your feet!” he did. Not
only that, he leaped! He walked! It was a foot miracle, a muscle miracle, and a physical therapy
miracle, all in one.

That miracle demonstrated another kind of power that comes from God—His power over
creation. He is God almighty, totally able to heal and move mountains and suspend the laws of
physics when He wishes. These displays of power are indeed impressive. They don’t save souls,
but they do wonderful things in creation nonetheless, and they serve as signs for people that God
is powerful and that He is worthy of worship and praise and also worthy of getting to know more
and more through hearing and seeking out His Word.

But the people of Lystra didn’t seek out God’s Word after seeing this miracle. Remember,
their ideas about power and truth were quite upside down. In fact, right outside of Lystra was a
temple to the Greek god Zeus. In the pantheon of Greek gods, who are really not gods at all but
instead just man-made traditions and idols, Zeus had a messenger who would race off to share
words from Zeus with other gods or with men on earth. So instead of glorifying God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit like they should have when they heard the power of salvation in the Gospel
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preaching and saw the power of God over creation in the healing of the lame man, instead they
tried to make sense of what just happened in accordance with the belief system they had been
comfortable with for their whole lives.

They had heard Paul do all the talking, so they concluded he must be the Greek
messenger god, Hermes, who just happened to have visited Lystra in human form that day.
Barnabas wasn’t doing as much talking, but he was with Paul, so they concluded he must be
Zeus, the chief of Greek gods, in human form. Before Paul and Barnabas had a grasp of how
badly the people had misinterpreted their message and the miraculous healing, the priest of the
Zeus temple was leading a parade of oxen to offer as a sacrifice to Paul and Barnabas. He had
garland necklaces and the whole nine yards.

How silly! How foolish! We would never do a thing like that, would we? We would never
receive some blessing from God and then give the credit somewhere else. We would never hear
the truth of God and shut our ears to it when it went against our own system of morality that we
have become comfortable with. Or would we?

What did the priest of Zeus and the crowd that had joined his parade need to do in that
moment? Repent. Turn from their false beliefs and the errors that they had held to be true and
believe in the one true and living God and His Son, Jesus Christ. This is also what we must do.
Daily we are tempted to take for granted God’s blessings or even to attribute them to our own
deserving or to our own work or to luck or to karma (which is not a thing) or just to other people.

We must repent. We must turn from our false beliefs and the errors that we have held to
be true and we must believe in the one true and living God and His Son, Jesus Christ. When Paul
and Barnabas realized that this parade was happening and would end in a sacrifice to them, they
raised their voices and tried to do two things at once: first, they tried to convince the people of
Lystra that worship offered to the greek pantheon of gods was useless (and incidentally, that Paul
and Barnabas weren’t a part of that pantheon); second, they tried to convince the people of Lystra
that there was one true God who did love them and had been blessing them with all the blessings
that they had wrongly attributed to Zeus and company.

If they were to repent and believe, the people of Lystra would have to forsake the whole
Greek pantheon of false gods. Paul makes the choice plain for them. He suggests the label
“useless” as one that can blanket the whole pagan theology of idols. Zeus is no god at all, in fact
Zeus is useless. Zeus only existed as stone statues. Dead, cold, stone. But God the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit? He is one God, now and forever, and the label Paul gives to the true faith, the
word he chooses to describe the true God is that He is living.

Acts 14:14 says that once Paul and Barabas heard that the crowd thought they were
Hermes and Zeus and were about to sacrifice oxen to them, “they tore their clothes and ran in
among the multitude, crying out 15 and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We also
are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless
things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,
16 who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless He
did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful
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seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.’ 18 And with these sayings they could scarcely
restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them.”

This is quite the raucous crowd. Thankfully it seems they didn’t go through with
sacrificing to Paul and Barnabas. But if you read on in Acts 14 you’ll hear that this same crowd
tried to kill Paul a short time later. Acts 14:19–22 says, “Jews came from Antioch and Iconium,
and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing
that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city,
and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they had preached the gospel to
that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying
that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

That’s powerful. At first, Paul had been worshiped in Lystra, but he refused the worship
and wanted only God to be worshiped. In a matter of days, those same people of Lystra were
persuaded to attempt to murder Paul by hitting him with stone after stone that they threw at him.
He was presumed dead, but barely survived. As soon as he was back on his feet he went on to
preach the same powerful Gospel in some other towns.

What really gets me is that he circled back to this wild and pagan city of Lystra where he
had been worshiped and then stoned. Why did he come back to such a dangerous place? He came
to strengthen the souls of the disciples in the tribulations that they too would face.

Power and truth come from God. He is powerful to save through the simple Word of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. He is also powerful to heal and work miracles because, as creator, He’s
king of creation. Unlike the useless Zeus, our God lives. Just as God lives and acts, His Word is
living and active. God the Holy Spirit works through the means of God’s Word of Law to pierce
through to our hearts to humble us and lead us to rightly fear God’s wrath against our sin. But the
Holy Spirit is also active through God’s Word of Gospel to comfort us with the forgiveness of
sins and the gift of eternal life in Jesus’ name.

Paul and Barnabas weren’t gods in human form, they were people like us who carried
with them the powerful Gospel of Jesus Christ just like we do. But the people of Lystra were
close to the truth when they thought that the gods had come down among them in human form.
In fact, God Himself had done more than take Human form, He became human in the person of
His Son, Jesus Christ.

Turn to Him. You will be tempted today and every day to take credit for your blessings,
so take down that idol of self. Humble yourself before the one true God and worship Him alone.
You will be tempted every day to go with the flow of cultural and worldly morality and not stop
to examine further and deeper God’s Word. Repent, believe that the living Christ has forgiven
you and is with you, and then dive into His Word. Read the Bible at home. Come to Bible studies
when you can. Ask me and other Christians in the congregation questions when you have them.

You have the power of God unto salvation through the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ.
You also have the truth, the Word of God, in the pages of Holy Scripture. These are rich gifts to
you from God. Praise the Lord! And may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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