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Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18 (NKJV) 

1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, and say to them: ‘You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

… 
15 ‘You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the 

person of the mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go about as a 
talebearer among your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor: I am the 
Lord. 

17 ‘You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not 
bear sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

 
A demolition company in Dallas, Texas, successfully tore down an old pink house in February 

of this year. The house was in disrepair, and it didn’t even have the house number on the front anymore. 
It only took about 20 minutes for the crew to flatten the house. 

If you were to evaluate their work by comparing it to how other demolition companies flatten 
old buildings, you would say they did a good job. Not the worst; not the best; they just did their job. 

But if you were to evaluate their work according to the call they got afterward complaining that 
they had demolished the wrong house, you would say they made a severe mistake. This is a true story.  1

The house they were supposed to demolish was two blocks away. On the scale of minor to 
severe, they made a severe error. Once they found out they razed the wrong house, it didn’t matter at all 
that they did a good job compared to how other demolition companies would have done it. 

What if it’s not a demolition company that we’re talking about any more, but instead we’re 
talking about our own performance as people. If you compare yourself to other people, there are people 
who have done a lot worse things than you have, and there are other people that you look up to. So 
compared to other people, you’re like the demolition company: not the worst; not the best; you’re just 
you being you. 

But the demolition company got that call that changed everything and revealed their severe 
mistake. We have an incriminating call like that too—it’s called the Law of God. God’s Law is 
everything He commands us to do. 

If we just compared ourselves to others we’d find that we’re not the best at keeping God’s Law 
and we’re not the worst either. But that would be like the demolition company before they found out 
they tore down the wrong house. They were surprised to learn how severely they had messed up. 

Do you grasp the severity of God’s Law? The devil tempts us to compare ourselves to others. 
Instead of leading us to humbly confess our sins to God, we are tricked by Satan, by the world, and by 

1 https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2020/02/21/demolition-mistake-wrong-home-torn-down-historic-dallas/ 
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our flesh—we’re tricked into seeking comfort by comparing ourselves to people that seem worse than 
us.  

But then God’s Law calls and makes it just between you and God. There’s no comparing 
anymore, only facing up to God’s holy Law and how severely we have broken it. Leviticus 19:1 says, 
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and 
say to them: ‘You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” 

That’s the severe call of the Law. Did you hear it? God didn’t say, “You shall be better than 
people who are worse than you, for I the LORD your God might be bluffing.” What He said was, “You 
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” 

How’s this going for you? Are you being holy like God is holy? Did you know that being holy 
before God isn’t a sliding scale kind of thing? To be holy is to be set apart as pure, spotless, sinless, 
righteous, and good. To be holy before God is an all-or-nothing deal. 

So what is it? What do you have to say for yourself? Are you holy, or are you sinful? God’s Law 
is severe in its indictment of our sin. Don’t brush it off. Answer within your heart: are you holy and 
perfect or are you sinful? 

What does Romans 3:23 say? “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” It says 
“all have sinned”! But how sinful are you? What does James 2:10 say? “For whoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” That is to say, holiness before God is an 
all-or-nothing deal.  

To stumble at even one point of the Law is to break all of it. How so? Because when we live 
contrary to a command of God what we’re doing is effectively dethroning Him in our hearts and placing 
ourselves (with our own judgment of what is acceptable) on the throne which only rightly belongs to 
God.  

The entire Law of God can be summed up just the way Jesus did in today’s Gospel lesson from 
Matthew 22:37–40, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Every one of God’s laws reveals something about His holiness and perfection. Since everything 
our Holy God says is true, then He commands us to not bear false witness against our neighbors. Since 
our Holy God is the giver of life, He commands us to not murder. Since our Holy God is fair and just, 
He commands us not to steal and covet. 

In Leviticus chapter nineteen, the Lord commands the people, “Be holy, for I the LORD your 
God am holy,” and then He goes on to illustrate what that looks like.  

In 19:15 the Lord, who is just, says, “You shall do no injustice in judgment.” God cares that 
those who are in authority should carry out justice fairly. In 19:16 the Lord, who always speaks the 
truth, says “You shall not go about as a talebearer [or slanderer] among your people.” God cares about 
how you talk about your neighbor when they’re not present. Do you care? 

Still in Leviticus 19:16, the Lord, who is the giver of life, says, “You shall not take a stand 
against the life of your neighbor: I am the Lord.” God cares about how you care for your neighbor’s well 
being. Do you care? 

In 19:17, the Lord, who is love, says, “You shall not hate your brother in your heart.” God cares 
about how you think about your neighbor. Do you? Still in verse seventeen, the Lord, who rebukes those 
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whom He loves, says, “You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. God 
cares that you should call your neighbor to repent of their sin and not give silent approval of it and so 
share in their guilt. Do you care enough for your neighbor to humbly rebuke them in love? 

In Leviticus 19:18, the Lord, who alone reserves the right to avenge the wrongdoer, says, “You 
shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people.” God cares about how 
you deal with people that you’re not on speaking terms with. It’s not your place to carry out vengeance 
either through payback or even through the silent treatment. Do you care that vengeance belongs to the 
Lord and not to you? 

Still in verse eighteen, the Lord, who loves you, says in the clearest possible terms, “you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” God cares about you and about your neighbor. Do you 
have the same level of concern that your neighbor would have what they need compared with the level 
of concern you have for getting for yourself the things that you need? 

The Law of God is this: “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” How’s this 
going for you? Are you being holy like God is holy? Are you always—every time—loving your 
neighbor as yourself? God’s Law is good, but when contrasted with our performance, it is severe. Don’t 
brush it off. Don’t make excuses. Don’t try to dull the point of the Law.  

What does Hebrews 4:12 say about the sharp point of the Law? “For the word of God is living 
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and 
of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” Let God the Holy Spirit work 
through His piercing words of Law to humble you before Him. 

That’s the point! Romans 3:20 says, “Through the law comes knowledge of sin.” When we stop 
brushing off our sin with a wink and a nod and actually start to see its severity, then the Law is doing its 
work. 

The Law of God is severe and it has jurisdiction over all of sinful humanity. And the severity of 
the Law doesn’t decrease in the New Testament. Jesus said in Matthew 5:48, “You therefore must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Same thing as being holy.) 

What is the consequence for not being perfect and holy like the Lord? Paul wrote in 1 
Corinthians 6:9, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?” My 
prayer for us is that the Lord would be doing His work of convicting us of sin through His words of 
Law. 

It’s when we feel the weight of that conviction, the severity of our error, that we begin to cry out 
for mercy. When we see the severity of our unholiness in the light of God’s command to be holy as He 
is holy, where do we turn? 

Where did the Israelites turn? The Lord gave them the book of Leviticus so that they would see 
His ordered plan for where they should turn when they see the severity of their sin. He gave them the 
tabernacle and later the temple where priests made offerings for sin. 

Through the promise of our merciful God, when the people came with contrite hearts, sorry for 
their sin, the priest would sacrifice an animal on the altar so that the animal died instead of them.  

These sacrifices pointed forward to the future when Jesus made the last-ever sacrifice for sins. 
Hebrews 9:11–12 says, “11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, 
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 He 
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entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of 
His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 

The Israelites who were burdened by the severity of their unholiness found comfort where God 
wanted them to find comfort. They didn’t compare themselves to other sinners or saints for their 
comfort. Instead, with hearts filled with repentance and faith, they brought an animal to the priests as a 
sacrifice for their sins according to the Law of God. 

You who are burdened by the severity of your unholiness, find comfort where God wants you to 
find it. Look to the Great High Priest who made a sacrifice for your sins. Look to Jesus who didn’t 
sacrifice a goat or a calf, but endured the full severity of God’s Law in His own body on the cross, 
becoming for us a fully sufficient sacrifice for sin. 

When you read in the Bible to be holy as God is holy, or to be perfect as your heavenly Father is 
perfect, it’s severe, but it’s true and it is God’s Law which has jurisdiction over sinners. When you feel 
the weight of the Law, where should you turn?  

Turn to Jesus who put away your sin. Hebrews 9:26 says, “He has appeared once for all at the 
end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” A sacrifice has been made for your sins! 
Jesus put away your sin! 

Dear Christian, whenever you are convicted by the Holy Spirit as a sinner, confess your sins to 
God and He forgives you for Christ’s sake! Jesus willingly placed Himself under the jurisdiction of the 
Law and He alone out of all humans ever was completely holy and without sin. Yet He who did not 
deserve any punishment for sin willingly endured the entire severity of your lawbreaking and mine on 
the cross. 

Yes, we should feel the conviction of sin when we are commanded to be holy and perfect, but 
then in repentance and faith we should believe that Jesus who was perfect suffered in our place and 
through faith in Him, God sees Christ in me and counts me as one of His perfect ones! 

You who believe are called saints by God! He sees Christ in you and counts you as holy and 
perfect in His sight! That’s not the Law anymore, that’s the Gospel! The Gospel comfort for you who 
humbly confess your sins is that in Christ you are no longer under the jurisdiction of the Law.  

That heavy severe weight no longer has your name on it, because in baptism Jesus put His name 
on you. Daily repent and believe the Gospel. Daily return to the faith God granted you and sealed you in 
at your baptism. 

Don’t take the Gospel for granted and continue in unrepentant sin lest you fall away and place 
yourself again under the severity of the jurisdiction of the Law through unbelief. Let the Law do its 
convicting work. When you find that you have sinned, flee for refuge to the Gospel word of forgiveness 
and mercy which is fully and freely yours through faith. 

The Law is severe, but it has no jurisdiction over you for your righteousness before God. In 
Christ you are already “holy as the LORD your God is holy” through faith. Now as a freely saved 
person, care about what God cares about. Love God and love your neighbors according to His 
commands.  

As you do so with the help of God, may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding 
guard your hearts and your minds in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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