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Back in the Sanctuary!
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Special Meetings! 

When our exile from the sanctuary began in 
March, I wondered if we were getting a taste of the 
parched-throat yearning the writer of Psalm 42 had 
for getting back to the gathered congregation. 

Psalm 42:1-6
1 As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants 

my soul for you, O God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God. When shall I come and appear before 
God? 3 My tears have been my food day and night, 
while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your 
God?”4 These things I remember, as I pour out my 
soul: how I would go with the throng and lead them 
in procession to the house of God with glad shouts 
and songs of praise, a multitude keeping festival. 5 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you 
in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again 
praise him, my salvation 6 and my God. 

In 42:4 he remembers how he would go with the 
throng and lead them in procession to the house of 
God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude 
keeping festival.

In 42:6 he comforts his soul by telling himself to 
hope in God, knowing that he would again praise His 
savior. He could still praise God in isolation, but he 

earnestly longed to fellowship with other 
believers and return to the God-ordained form of 
gathering he knew. In his time it was the temple 
in Jerusalem that God promised to indwell. Since 
Pentecost —in our time — it is the congregation 
of believers gathered around His Word and 
Sacrament that God promises to indwell. 

For those of us who have been able to 
return to the sanctuary, we rejoice that God has 
begun to quench that continual thirst for 
fellowship and His Word. For those who are not 
yet able to return to the sanctuary, we continue to 
cry out to God with you for the full return of 
fellowship and in-person praise that the psalmist 
desired. 
We are not yet back to normal. We are still in 
transition: the masks, the spaced-out seating, and 
the continual use and appreciation of alternative 
gathering methods are evidence of this. Until this 
transition is over and until the Lord returns, keep 
yearning with the psalmist and keep reminding 
your soul to hope in God,  your salvation.

— Pastor Amiot

Every evening at 7:00 p.m., September 27-30! 
Bring a friend to these special meetings at Our 
Saviour’s to hear God’s Word preached by Pastor 
Lloyd Quanbeck from Glyndon.

Psalm  42:1-6



In some ways, this past month has been 
excellent. The Lord’s mercies have been new every 
morning, His faithfulness remains great, and the 
Lord has been with us. We rejoice over our return 
to in-sanctuary worship services, we thank God for 
a less soggy start to fall, and we remember His love 
for us on account of His Son. Praise the Lord!

In other ways this past month 
has been difficult. The world, our 
flesh, and the devil continue to 
tempt us to fear, love, and trust in 
all kinds of things more than we 
fear, love, and trust in God. School 
administrators, teachers, staff, 
students, and parents have faced a 
challenging transition back into the 
school year, the Dyrdal family said goodbye to Ann, 
the Leier family said goodbye to Darren’s mother, 
my family has heard a difficult diagnosis for my 
mother, various trials due to the pandemic persist, 
and the list of struggles goes on. Lord, have mercy!

In the midst of joys and sorrows, God is 
tender-hearted and compassionate toward His 
people. My prayer for our congregation during this 
fall season is that we would mirror that gracious 
heart of God toward one another.

I love to read James 5:7-11 during harvest 
season. It reminds us of the farmer’s patience, our 
need for patience for the Lord’s coming, and the 
reminder to be gracious toward one another and to 
be steadfast in suffering, knowing that our 
compassionate Lord is coming soon.

Patience 
for Harvest, for Christ’s Return, and for People

Prayerfully read James 5:7-11 a time or two. 
“7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming 
of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, 
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble 
against one another, brothers, so that you may not 

be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. 10 As an 
example of suffering and patience, 
brothers, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 

Behold, we consider those blessed 
who remained steadfast. You have 
heard of the steadfastness of Job, 

and you have seen the purpose of the 
Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful.”

Are you rejoicing? We rejoice with you! 
Thanks be to God! Are you burdened? We suffer 
with you and pray for God to deliver you from your 
burdens. Are you conflicted, worried, confused, 
doubtful, or feeling lost? We love you. 

We wait together for the Lord’s return. Let us 
love and serve one another in the meantime. Pray 
for your fellow congregational members and their 
families. Pray for those in our community who 
don’t know Jesus or who are walking away from the 
faith through unrepentance and hardness of heart. 
Lord, have mercy.

In Christ, Pastor Alex
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Catechization evening for our seven third-year students is scheduled for October 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the Catechization to support the confirmands and to be refreshed in the 
teaching of God’s Word as summarized in Luther’s Small Catechism. Confirmation Sunday is November 1.

Catechization Service, October 28



Our Saviour’s Lutheran Parish Education 
Board has been organizing this year’s Rally Day 
and Sunday school classes in the safest ways 

possible according to Our 
Saviour’s COVID-19 
guidelines. 
Rally Day will be held on 
October 4, and we invite all 

preschoolers through twelfth graders and their 
families to join us. Face masks, distancing in lines 
or on chairs, and handwashing will be required for 
the face-to-face experience. If your family feels 
uncomfortable about sending your child to 
Sunday School beginning on Oct. 4, please let us 
know. Call the church office and leave a 
message. 

The Parish Ed board prays that each student 
will be included in an appropriate way to bring 
the Scriptures and the love of Jesus into their 
Sunday mornings and into their lives.

Sunday School!
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“Where Jesus Calls” 
Pastor John Lee

Pastor John Lee will be with us February 20–21 
for our Missions 
Conference. Over the next 
few months, he is writing 
for our newsletter!

“After these things the 
Lord appointed seventy 
others also, and sent them 
two by two before His face 
into every city and place 
where He Himself was about to go.” Luke 10:1

What a privilege it is to go before the Lord to 
Brazil - to call Brazilian husbands and wives, 
children & grandparents, teachers, workers, and 
leaders, who are without hope and without God to 
repent and lay down their lives for the Kingdom of 
God.

Our local congregations and friends have 
faithfully invested in God’s work these 50 years, 
birthing new congregations in Brazil who in turn call 
their children and their neighbors to repentance and 
peace with God. 

Our Brazilian Free Lutheran Seminary is 
focused on training pastors and congregational 
leaders and the Miriam Home seeks to shelter and 
heal hurting children before they return to their 
families.

The Lord Jesus will return for His people. May 
he find us in that plentiful harvest, in all the villages 
& cities where He Himself is about to go, 
establishing & extending His kingdom

—Pastor John Lee

Church 
Membership 

Class
Attend if you just enjoy 

fellowship or if you desire to 
become a member at Our 
Saviour’s or Reiner! 

Sessions are 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
October 4, November 1, 8, and 25. The October 4 
session will be repeated on October 11. I enjoy 
these classes every year! 

 —Pastor Amiot

Gym Update at the Free Lutheran Bible College
School is in full swing, and there’s new life on campus again! 

Along with all the academic excitement, the gym floor was poured 
last week, and the vision of using it got a little closer for all the 
students and staff watching. Sidewalks and curbs are next in line!



As all of you know, these last six and a half 
months have been tough to overcome in many 
different ways. This has amounted to being 
unable to see family or friends, being alone for a 
long period of time, missing out on church and 
many other personal battles that each and every 
one of us fought. Now, as things begin to 
normalize and we get back to attending church, 
Sunday school, youth group, etc., we as a youth 
group, have sculpted what our plan for this year 
will look like.

We have decided that as summer turns to 
fall and fall to winter, that we would take 
advantage of the weather and spend time 
outside. If the weather isn’t nice outside, our 
second option is to be inside and keep physical 
distance of six feet while we wear masks! This 
will more than likely continue for a while now, 
but God has blessed us and given us the 
opportunity to be together and to talk about 
Him!

The youth group would also like to thank 
the congregation for keeping us in your prayers, 
and we pray that God blesses the last few months 
of this year along with the new year ahead of us! 
Stay safe!

—Brevyn Lingen

Back to Youth Group!
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Pastor John Lee to speak 
at the Georg Sverdrup 

Society Program
Learn more about our Free Lutheran 

heritage! The 2020 Annual Meeting of the Georg 
Sverdrup Society will be held at St. Paul's Free 
Lutheran Church in Fargo, ND, on Saturday, 
October 17, 2020. 

The schedule includes a noon lunch, a 1:00 
p.m. program with Pastor John Lee speaking on 
the topic, “Bringing Sverdrup to Brazil,” and a 
2:00 p.m. annual meeting. Ask Pastor Amiot or 
Loiell Dyrud for more information.

District Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Northwest 

Minnesota District of the AFLC will be held on 
Sunday, October 18, at United Free Lutheran Church, 
Greenbush.

It is our hope that the Annual Meeting will draw 
the people of our district together, that there will be a 
bond of love and fellowship between us, and that we 
would unite in a common purpose: doing the work of 
the kingdom of God here in northwestern 
Minnesota. It is our hope that the people of our 
district will unite as the family of God. We hope that 
you will support that effort. 

—Pastor Phil Rokke, District President

Intern Onstad to Speak in 
Newfolden

Pastoral Intern Michael Onstad is speaking at 
Westaker Free Lutheran Church’s special meetings, 
November 1–4, 7:00 p.m.

Westaker requested that Michael expand on his 
theme of Christian Vocations that he shared during 
the adult VBS studies at Our Saviour’s. Pray for 
Michael as he prepares these messages.

Pastor Michael Brandt to 
speak in Roseau

The Free Lutheran Church of Roseau is holding 
special meetings with Pastor Michael Brandt, 
October 25–28.

Please plan to attend the October 19 quarterly 
congregational meeting at Our Saviour’s at 8:00 p.m.

Quarterly Congregational 
Meeting

WMF
The Women’s Missionary Federation meets 

October 17 at 9:00 a.m. at Our Saviour’s.
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Ecclesiastes 1:1-9 tells us there is “a time for 
everything,” and that God has made “everything 
beautiful in its time” and, so on 
November 8, 1943, in Milwaukee, WI, 
Anna Marie Knutson was born to Alfred 
and Hilda Knutson. She was baptized in 
the hospital, as she had pneumonia and 
was not expected to live.  Ann was 
number seven in a family that would 
grow to include thirteen siblings. From 
Ann’s beginning, family would be huge in 
her world

The Knutson family settled in 
Colfax, WI, where Ann confirmed her 
faith and also graduated from high school with the 
class of 1961

On a “chance” cleverly arranged meeting by 
“Donnie’s” sister-in-law, Ann met Donovan Dyrdal, 
while visiting family in St. Paul, MN, and it became 
“a time for love.” They were married December 2, 
1961, at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church in St. 
Paul, where they settled into their marriage and 
jobs. 

In 1963, with baby Greg, the family moved to 
the Dyrdal family farm near Thief River Falls. By 
1967 their family had grown from two to six, and 
now included Kathryn, John, and Kristine. Ann’s 
life was full, and with family to care for, she became 
a full-fledged “farm wife,” caring also for the 
animals, driving truck, tractor, combine, running 
the grain dryer, serving as the “go-fur” parts gal, plus 
chief cook and bottle washer. As the children grew, 
she returned to work at L.B. Hartz Wholesale, 
followed by employment in the early years at Digi-
Key, in the mid 1970’s. She was still employed part-
time there until illness struck suddenly on August 7, 
2020.

Ann lived life fully engaged in her loving large 
family. Her church was vital to her in her walk of 

Remembering Ann Dyrdal
faith, and she loved her church family. Her interests 
were many. She loved music and singing in choirs 

over the years. The outdoors beckoned 
her to enjoy fishing, hunting, camping, 
and many family adventures. She loved 
entertaining, setting a festive table, 
decorating for holidays, and was a 
“warrior” for her family, an encourager 
to all. She was a friend who took people 
as they were, and when needed, she and 
Donnie “showed up” with love. If she 
knew someone would be alone for a 
holiday, she was sure to include them at 
the Dyrdal table. If someone sat alone at 

“coffee time" at church, Ann would be 
there with “Mind if I join you?” When a new family 
came into her neighborhood, she was there to invite 
them to our VBS last year, and they came. She loved 
people from her kind, warm heart.

In June of 1986, Ann and Donnie’s soon to be 
nineteen-year-old daughter Kristine died very 
suddenly and their family was shattered. Ann said 
“God was with us, and somehow you go on.” They 
clung to God, and He brought many friends to help 
their family heal. Their faith was tested, and God 
prevailed. Family was so important, and she was 
there for them all-- “Grandma” to many, sometimes 
offering "tough love,” but always love.

Being a student of God’s Word became more 
and more important, and in her last days she was 
studying John’s gospel. August 29, 2020 was now 
"her time” to shed her earthly “tent” and enter into 
God’s eternal rest. She leaves behind her loving 
husband, Donovan, daughter Kathy, sons Greg and 
John and their families, and host of extended family 
and friends. Her memory is blessed indeed. She was 
a joy to know and love.

— Carmen Gustafson
Full obituary at johnsonfuneralservice.com.

https://www.johnsonfuneralservice.com/obituary/ann-dyrdal


Auditors Sound Greeters
Flowers: Sue P. October 4 Glen A., Troy D. Christopher D. Pamela Pals
Music: Wanda V. October 11 Don B., Dean W. Brad M. John S.
Altar: Twila R., Marilynn W. October 18 Alex C., Dave W. Isaac M. Annette S.
Communion: Steve, Jeff, Darren October 25 Steve D., John S. Steve D. Renee J.

Serving the Congregation in October

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Don Brown, Ed Van De Streek
VILLA ST. VINCENT, 516 WALSH ST., CROOKSTON 

Adeline Sletten
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olson, Gordon Johnson
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Hulda Sigerud 
C/O DEBBIE ULSTAD, 3025 281ST AVENUE, MADISON, MN 56256 

Ruby Nygard
Do you know someone connected to our congregation that should be on this list? Call or email Pamela 

Pals in the office, 681-4643, oursavioursaflc@mncable.net. 6

“[O Lord], do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent.” 
Psalm 71:9

“Even to your old age I am 
He, and to gray hairs I will carry 

you. I have made, and I will 
bear; I will carry and will save.” 

Isaiah 46:4

Looking Beyond October
Confirmation Sunday, November 1

Pray for Isaac Mauch, Brylee Lingen, Lauren Jones, Alexander Dyrdal, Tage Grahn, Aaron Dyrud, and 
Colton Braun. You are also invited to the catechization service at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 28.

Advent begins November 29
District Midwinter Bible Conference, Pr. Terry Olson, Feb. 5–6, location TBD
Missions Conference at Our Saviour’s, Pr. John Lee from Brazil, Feb. 20–21

October FLY News
October 7, 14, 21 October 28
Confirmation starts at 5:30 p.m. Confirmation at 5:30 p.m.
FLY Bible Study 6:30–8:00 p.m. Catechization service 7:00 p.m.

Bible Studies
Women meet Tuesdays at 

9:00 a.m. to study Hebrews. All 
adults are welcome Wednesdays at 
7:00 p.m. to study Titus in-person 
or at oursavioursaflctrf.com.



8:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

10:50 AM

11:30 AM

9:00 AM 5:15 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

10:50 AM

11:30 AM

9:00 AM
5:30 PM

7:00 PM

9:00 AM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

10:50 AM

11:30 AM

8:00 PM
9:00 AM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

10:50 AM

11:30 AM

9:00 AM
5:30 PM

7:00 PM

Our Saviour's Lutheran — October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

    

1 2 3

4
Our Saviour's Service
online

Radio Broadcast on
KTRF

Worship Service -
OSLC

Parking Lot Service

Sunday School

Worship Service -
Reiner

5 6
Women's Bible Study

7
Parish Ed Meeting

Confirmation

Adult Bible Study

8 9 10

11
Our Saviour's Service
online

Radio Broadcast on
KTRF

Worship Service -
OSLC

Parking Lot Service

Sunday School

Worship Service -
Reiner

12 13
Women's Bible Study

14
Confirmation

Adult Bible Study

15 16 17
WMF

18
Our Saviour's Service
online

Radio Broadcast on
KTRF

Worship Service -
OSLC

Parking Lot Service

Sunday School

Worship Service -
Reiner

19
Quarterly
Congregational
Meeting

20
Women's Bible Study

21
Confirmation

Adult Bible Study

22 23 24

25
Our Saviour's Service
online

Radio Broadcast on
KTRF

Worship Service -
OSLC

Parking Lot Service

Sunday School

Worship Service -
Reiner

26 27
Women's Bible Study

28
Confirmation

Catechization

29 30 31

       
Address

2075 Hwy. 59 South
Thief River Falls, Minnesota 56701

Phone 218-681-4643  •  Email oursavioursaflc@mncable.net
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