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Confirmation Sunday, November 1
Seven students will be confirmed on November 1 at Our Saviour’s. They are Aaron Dyrud, Alexander 

Dyrdal, Brylee Lingen, Colton Braun, Isaac Mauch, Lauren Jones, and Tage Grahn. You are also invited to 
the Catechization service at 7:00 p.m. on October 28. On the evening of Catechization, the confirmands 
recite from memory portions of Luther’s Small Catechism. On Confirmation Sunday during the worship 
service, the confirmands confirm their faith and the vows made on their behalf by their parents and 
sponsors at the time of their baptism. Praise the Lord!

The old "3927" Bible Train came to life again at Our Saviour's Sunday School Rally Day on October 4, 
2020. Brevyn Lingen led the train. Isaac Mauch read the Bible stories and helped Brenda Leier with the 
Bible songs, stopping at five stops in the New Testament. The youth group helped with the skits. A 
wonderful time was had by all who came! —Wayne Peterson



As Dara and I have been leading the youth 
through the FLY Beyond recordings, one session 
has stuck out to me above the rest. That session was 
led by apologist Tim Barnett, and he talked about 
the good, evidential reasons why Christianity is 
true, highlighting both the objective and subjective 
truth claims of Christianity. 

Barnett explained that Christianity’s strongest 
truth claim is the objective, historical fact of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection for our salvation. Not only 
do we find evidence for it in God’s 
Word, but there is also strong 
historical, philosophical, and 
scientific evidence that points to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

That objective evidence then 
bolsters the truth of our subjective 
experiences, such as life-changing 
testimonies and being raised in the 
faith. This objective evidence also 
helps to remove reasons people may have for 
unbelief.

Apologetics can certainly be an interesting and 
engaging topic, but it can also seem intimidating 
due to the sheer amount of arguments and evidence 
one can research! Though it seems like a huge 
mountain to climb, the study of apologetics can be a 
blessing and an excellent tool for Christians to have 
in their “tool belt,” especially in today’s day and age.

Jesus told his disciples before sending them 
out into the world that they should be “wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves.” What did Jesus 
mean by that? Well, I’ll let a smarter man than me 
give an answer. C.S. Lewis said, “He wants a child's 
heart, but a grown-up's head. He wants us to be 
simple, single-minded, affectionate, and teachable, 
as good as children are; but He also wants every bit 
of intelligence we have to be alert at its job, and in 
first-class fighting trim."

So, studying apologetics does not mean that 
you have to get to the top of the mountain and 
know every single argument for the truth of 

Tell Me Why 
Christianity. Christ says he still wants us to be like 
children with a simple, childlike faith! However, it 
does mean that having a simple grounding in why 
Scripture, and thus Christianity as a whole, is true, 
as well as some good critical thinking skills and a 
lot of grace, love, and patience with people, are 
things that we should pray for and work toward.

Knowing what we believe and why we believe 
it gives us an answer for the hope we have when 
suffering and chaos descend on us (1 Peter 3:15). It 

helps us to stay grounded in the 
truth of Scripture, and it helps us 
make a bit of sense of all the chaos 
and suffering going on around us. It 
is my prayer we all, regardless of our 
age or level of intelligence, continue 
to have our minds renewed and 
focused on the Word. As this crazy 
year comes closer to an end, only 
the Lord knows what will happen in 
2021. He may return before then, 

things might become a little less chaotic, or it 
could get crazier. Regardless, our God is in control, 
and He and His Word never change. 

Let us continue to be rooted, guided, and 
taught by the firm foundation of God’s Word, 
always ready to tell people why we have comfort in 
Christ our Savior.

In Christ, Intern Michael Onstad
——————————————————————

P.S. If you’d like to dig into some apologetic 
resources, I recommend checking out Stand to 
Reason, which is an apologetics group that Barnett 
is a part of. They aren’t strictly Lutheran, but they 
do excellent work and have a ton of excellent 
resources to get you started. If you want 
specifically Lutheran resources, I recommend 
browsing Issues Etc.’s website for their podcast 
archives, the Being Lutheran podcast, and the 
Youtube channel RevFiskJ, which was formerly 
called Worldview Everlasting.
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But in your hearts honor 
Christ as Lord, as holy, 

always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone 

who ask you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do 

it with gentleness and 
respect. 1 Peter 3:15 



This fall the OSL Sunday School schedule 
will be flipping its tradition. Classes will begin 
immediately after the church service and will 
end with a closing exercise for all classes. 

For your information: the third Sunday of 
each month will be our Mission Sunday. Each year 
for our mission offering, we choose one of our 
missionary families serving on the mission field. 
This year the offering will be sent to Pastor John 

Lee and family as they share 
God’s Word on our mission field 
in Brazil. A basket will be placed 
in the narthex on that Sunday to 

encourage our whole church family to support the 
Lees throughout the Sunday School year. 

Also, Pastor Lee and his family will be 
visiting Our Saviour’s and Reiner Lutheran Free 
Church February 20-21 at our Missions 
Conference. What a special time to show our love 
for them and their work in Brazil!

Sunday School 
Alert: Change Is Fun!
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Gathering His Harvest 
into Congregations
Pastor John Lee, missionary to Brazil, will speak at our 

Missions Conference, February 20–21. This is his second 
devotional for our newsletter.

“Therefore said He unto them, 
The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that He 
would send forth labourers into His 
harvest.”

Pray for Brazilian workers! Pray God would send 
them as you gather the harvest in your home and 
family. Pray as you work in your congregation. Pray as 
you work shoulder to shoulder with your coworkers. 
Pray from the sections of field you are entrusted with, 
for those fields with a ready harvest and few workers. 

Lift up your eyes. Look at the magnitude of the 
harvest. We are in need of servant-leaders out of our 
Brazilian Free Lutheran seminary—evangelists, church 
planters, missionaries. Let prayer be our working 
method. Human methods are frail and inadequate. Cry 
out to the Lord. Our American congregations have 
born the Brazilian ones. Brazilian congregations are 
beginning to mother new preaching points and 
congregations. 

Pray for Campo Largo Free Lutheran – which 
meets in a home in a poor neighborhood once a 
month. Pray for the recent evangelistic work in Vitoria 
that it would bear a congregation. Pray for vision and 
strong calls in starting new Bible Studies in homes. 
May we all pray for God’s Word to gather His harvest 
into congregations, to build on the foundation of faith, 
to prepare a bride for Himself. —Pastor John Lee

After church on November 22 we will have 
pie (with pie-to-go available!) and a special offering 
toward the building fund. No potluck this year, 
but still much to give thanks for!

Harvest Fest, Nov. 22

WMF Nov. 21, 9:00 a.m.
Devotions: Sue Pederson
Bible Study: Deb Carlson (Lesson 4)  

Sonia Balmer (Lesson 11)
Hostess: Donna Arneson, JoyAnn 

Dahl, Arline Jesme

Thanksgiving Eve
The Thanksgiving Eve service at Our 

Saviour’s will be at 7:00 p.m. on November 25.

 New Prayer Chain 
Coordinator

If you have a prayer request, call our new prayer 
chain coordinator Kitty Rodahl (681-7025) or the 
church office (681-4643) to activate the prayer chains.
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Intern Onstad to Speak 
in Newfolden

Pastoral Intern Michael Onstad is speaking at 
Westaker Free Lutheran Church’s special meetings, 
November 1–4, 7:00 p.m.

Westaker requested that Michael expand on his 
theme of Christian Vocations that he shared during 
the adult VBS studies at Our Saviour’s.

For All Women:
Want to study 

the Bible with other 
women? We have 
just the group for 
you! 

We meet Tuesday mornings in Our Saviour’s 
Fellowship Hall from 9-10:30. Our current study 
is the book of Hebrews. If you are free at that 
time and would like to join us, let us know or just 
come!

Questions? Call Avis Dyrud at 874-3383

Daylight Savings!
Remember to set your clocks back an hour 

on Saturday night, October 31.

In lieu of an in-person shower, a gift table 
will be set up in the Fellowship Hall for baby 
shower gifts for the Elwells. Kate and Tony 
Elwell are registered at Target, and the preferred 
clothes size is nine months or larger.

Bring gifts to Our Saviour’s Fellowship Hall 
between November 15 and Saturday, November 
21. Jack was born on August 24, 2020, and 
baptized at Our Saviour’s on October 10, 2020.

Baby Shower for Jack 
Winslow Elwell

Church Membership Class
There are three sessions left: 

November 1, 8, and 25 from 2:00-3:30. 
Come learn about what it means to be a 
member and what our church is all about!

In spite of the mid-October snowstorm, a nice 
crowd was on hand for the 17th Annual Meeting of the 
Georg Sverdrup Society in Fargo, October 17.

The “Sverdrup Songfest” led by Marian 
Christopherson included three songs that were often 
sung in the Lutheran Free Church during Sverdrup’s 
time including one by Lars Oftedal, brother of LFC 
cofounder Sven Oftedal. But the song that made the 
greatest impression was the Finnish “Lost in the 
Night,” as Mrs. Christopherson explained the F. 
Melius Christiansen arrangement.

The song was a good introduction to the 
presentation given by missionary to Brazil, Rev. John 
Lee, who spoke on the topic “Bringing Sverdrup to 
Brazil.” For the past two years, he has been working 
with Brazilian pastors translating AFLC documents 
into Portuguese, including several of Sverdrup’s 
writings. It was exciting to hear Pr. Lee discuss the 
hunger of Brazilian to understand the meaning of 
“Free and Living Congregations.”

Pr. Lee will return to Brazil to teach in their 
seminary after speaking at our Mission Conference, 
February 20–21. —Loiell Dyrud

Pastor John Lee Spoke 
at Sverdrup Meeting
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“Let your gentleness be evident to all.” 
Philippians 4:5

I met Adeline after we moved to Thief River 
Falls and started attending Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church. We frequently sat in the same 
pew and were able to visit occasionally before or 
after services. I found her to be a warm, gracious 
woman with a wide smile. We discovered through 
the church newsletter that we shared birthdays 
so we enjoyed that. She loved flowers, and I 
enjoyed taking some to her occasionally, which 

she really appreciated. She was a rather quiet, 
reserved woman who loved her family and was 
very proud of them.

Adeline Sletten passed away September 27, 
2020. Her funeral was held at Our Saviour’s 
Church October 2, 2020. She is survived by two 
sons, Larry and Rodney (Heidi); 6 grandchildren, 
20 great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great 
grandchildren. Blessed be her memory. 

—Maureen Giffin. 

Tribute to Adeline Sletten

The building committee resumed meeting again last winter after not being an active committee 
for a few years in order for the congregation to raise the dollar amount that they voted on to have 
before we started, approximately half of the cost. Our first step was to hire an architect. We received 
three proposals and started the process of reviewing them. Then everything was on hold for about 
three months due to COVID-19.

We resumed meeting this summer by interviewing all three architects. We hired Widseth, Smith, 
and Nolting. They were the architects for our existing Church building, and the committee felt they 
were best suited for the addition. Brent Dammann is our architect, and we have been meeting with 
him about every three weeks.

At this point we are at about 50% on our drawings and are planning on having the project bid in 
January. Lord willing, building will begin in spring 2021 and wrap up in November. —Terry Olson, 
chairman of the building committee, and Ryan Mosher, chairman of the board of trustees

Building Project Update

Free Lutheran Bible College Christmas Concert
The Free Lutheran Bible College and Seminary will 

move its annual Christmas concert entitled The Light in 
the Darkness, to an online event debuting on December 11 
at 7:00 p.m. Central Standard Time. Visit their website for 
more information. https://flbc.edu/2020/10/16/flbcs-to-hold-
online-christmas-concert

https://flbc.edu/2020/10/16/flbcs-to-hold-online-christmas-concert
https://flbc.edu/2020/10/16/flbcs-to-hold-online-christmas-concert
https://flbc.edu/2020/10/16/flbcs-to-hold-online-christmas-concert


Serving the Congregation in November

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Don Brown, Ed Van De Streek, Carol Halvorson
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olson, Gordon Johnson
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Hulda Sigerud 
C/O DEBBIE ULSTAD, 3025 281ST AVENUE, MADISON, MN 56256 

Ruby Nygard
Do you know someone connected to our congregation that should be on this list? Call or email Pamela 

Pals in the office, 681-4643, oursavioursaflc@mncable.net.
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“[O Lord], do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent.” 
Psalm 71:9

Looking Beyond November
Advent begins November 29
Our Saviour’s Christmas Program, December 13, 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 7:00 p.m.
District Midwinter Bible Conference, Pr. Terry Olson, Feb. 5–6, location TBD
Missions Conference at Our Saviour’s, Pr. John Lee from Brazil, Feb. 20–21

Auditors Sound Greeters
Flowers: Nicole L. November 1 Jeff D., Darrold R. Christopher D. Don B.
Music: Naomi P. November 8 Bob G., Wayne P. Brad M. Christopher D.
Altar: Sonia B., Ruthie V. November 15 Darren L., Richard O. Isaac M. Brevyn L.
Communion: Steve, Jeff November 22 Ryan M., Tim M. Steve D. Doug

November 29 Glen A., Dean W. Christopher D. Terry O.

November FLY News
November 1 November 4, 11, 18 November 25
Confirmation Sunday! Confirmation, 5:30 p.m. Confirmation, 5:30 p.m.
Congratulations, confirmands! FLY Bible Study 6:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7:00 p.m.
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