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CHURCH NEWS
May 
2021

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

Palm Sunday! 

The Sunday school students were busy sharing with the congregation 
this last month! On Palm Sunday, they entered the service waving palm 

branches and also sang for special music. Students who are entering 
confirmation received their own Bibles to use for the coming class in the 

fall. (pictured bottom right.) 

Right after the Palm Sunday service, the congregation headed outside for 
a groundbreaking ceremony for our addition. Pastor Amiot read 

Zechariah 6:12-13, “And say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, 
“Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: for He shall branch out 
from His place, and He shall build the temple of the LORD. It is He 

who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and 
shall sit and rule on His throne. And there shall be a priest on His 

throne, and the counsel of peace shall be  between them both.’”

Above is a class sharing their 
memory work with the congregation. 



“Oh, the Lord is good to me, and so I thank the 
Lord for giving me the things I need: the sun, and 
the rain, and the appleseed! The Lord is good to me! 
Amen.” 

Those are the words of the famous “Johnny 
Appleseed'' prayer. It’s a regular pre-meal prayer sung 
at Bible Camps and VBS’s across the country. You 
may run into regional variations that substitute 
“appleseed” for something else, such as “Dairy 
Queen'' at PRBC since the Dairy Queen is a hot 
summer spot in Park River. However it’s been sung, 
though, it’s always been one of my favorites. The 
prayer has been on my mind recently as I reflect on 
how good and gracious God has been to me this past 
year. He has provided me with many wonderful 
blessings, and I am thankful for each and every one 
of them. 

First and foremost, I’m thankful for His Son, 
Jesus Christ. I am thankful to my Lord for saving me, 
a lost and condemned sinner. I’m thankful for the 
daily forgiveness and grace He gives to me. I’m 
thankful for His death on my behalf, and His 
resurrection, which is also mine by faith. And I am 
thankful for His promise to return, and to restore all 
things. The hope of resurrection and restoration has 
been a constant source of comfort as we’ve 
experienced all sorts of evil and suffering this year. 

I’m thankful for the spring weather that 
reminds me of the resurrection and new life I have in 
Christ. Winter does have its own beauty, but it often 
leaves the plants and ground looking dead after the 
snow melts. But as the trees begin growing leaves 
again, and flowers begin blooming, and the grass 
turns from brown to green, I am reminded of the 
new life that I have been given in Christ. I was once 
dead in my sin, but I have been given new life thanks 
to Christ my Savior. The warmer weather is certainly 
nice too! 

I’m thankful for my beautiful fiancée Taylor. 
The Lord has blessed me with a wonderful woman 
who both convicts me and comforts me. Her 
patience with me knows no bounds, and her love of 

And So I Thank the Lord 
others inspires me to love her and others just as 
strongly. I cannot wait to be done with our season of 
long distance and to be joined with her in marriage. 
August 21 can’t come soon enough! 

Last, but certainly not least, I’m thankful for all of 
you here at Our Saviour’s and Reiner. You have been 
used by God in a wonderful way to train me and grow 
me in my calling as a servant pastor. You have dealt 
with me graciously and patiently. You have loved me 
and supported me so much, and I have been forever 
blessed by it all. Through Pastor Alex and all of you, I 
have learned so much about what it means to serve a 
congregation and bring them the ministry of the Word. 
I will treasure all the lessons and relationships I have 
made here in my heart, forever thanking the Lord for 
them. 

The Lord has indeed been good to me here. I 
echo the words of Paul at the beginning of each of his 
epistles when he thanks God for the congregation to 
whom he is writing. I certainly thank the Lord for you 
and what He has done through you for me. May the 
Lord continue to guide you and bless you all at these 
wonderful congregations. 

In Christ, Intern Michael Onstad 
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Grand Opening of the FLBC Student Life Center

2021 AFLC Annual Conference
Mark your calendars for June 16-19, 

2021, and join us in Plymouth, 
Minnesota, for the Annual Conference! 
It will be hosted by our AFLC Schools 
and is a great opportunity to hear what is 
going on in the AFLC as a whole and see 
the new Student Life Center that is 
currently being built. 

Visit aflc.org/about-us/conferences/ 
for information about housing options 
and children and youth activities. 

“Prepare the Way  
of the Lord”

Isaiah 40:3

Visit  

AFLC.ORG/2021REGISTRATION

Campus Days Experience

April 16-17, 2021, was a 
busy week on campus as alumni 
from all over the country came 
out for the grand opening of 
the Student Life Center! 

The alumni basketball 
tournament also took place, 
and the new gym floor and 
bleachers were enjoyed by fans 
and players alike! 

Intern Michael Onstad took two young people from Our Saviour’s down for Campus Days at the 
FLBC. Isaac Mauch and Tage Grahn got to experience a little bit of campus life, hear God’s Word, and meet 
peers who are also interested in attending the school. Pictured above is the group in front of Heritage Hall, 
the recently remodeled chapel, and the newly built gym in the Student Life Center.
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WMF (Women’s Missionary Federation) 
meets on Saturday, May 15, at 9:00 a.m.

Devotions: Sarah Lefebvre
Bible Study: Judy Olson 

Hostesses: Carol Clark 
Marlene Johnson 
Brandi Larson 

WMF for May  

Baptism of Daphne Amiot 

Brotherly Blessing for 
Michael Onstad

Building Progress!

Daphne Amiot was brought to the Lord in 
baptism on April 25. Her sponsors were Tim and 
Laura Fugleberg from Rose Free Lutheran in 
Roseau. 

Construction of our addition started the week of 
April 5. The first week was spent cutting the asphalt, 
stripping the top soil, and surveying for the building. 
The second week, footings were done, and the third 
week, the foundation walls were poured. This week the 
backfilling will be done, followed by the plumbing and 
electrical underground work. At this time, our 
construction schedule shows completion by the end of 
August.                                      - Building Committee

New Addition,  
New Furnishings! 

A furnishing committee has been formed to meet  
the needs associated with the new addition. This 
committee consists of the decorations committee and 
two members of the building committee. A fund is 
being set up to help cover the costs. If you would like 
to donate to this, please indicate “furnishing fund” on 
your envelope or check. 

Bridal Shower
The Balmer family invites you to a bridal 

shower for Whitney Balmer, bride-to-be of Ben 
Fowler. It will take place on Sunday, May 16, at 1:00 
p.m. at Our Saviour’s Church. 

Whitney and Ben are registered at Target and 
Amazon. 

On Sunday, April 25, a blessing event was held 
for our Intern Michael Onstad. Above is a picture 
of some of the special music that was a part of the 
program. 
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The Family Camp 
evening speaker will be 
Pastor Wade Mobley 
from the AFLC schools, 
and the Mission Speaker 
will be Pastor Earl 
Korhonen, Director of 
World Missions. 

Let us know if you 
are coming by emailing 
Sonia at 
soniaanddon@gmail.com 
so they will know how 
many to prepare for. 

 



Serving the Congregation in May 

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

 Ed Van De Streek, Carol Halvorson, Gordon Johnson
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olson
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Hulda Sigerud 
BEEHIVE HOMES OF MOORHEAD, 1006 CADDY AVE. MOORHEAD, MN 56560 ATT: RUBY N 

Ruby Nygard
Do you know someone connected to our congregation who should be on this list? Call or email Rachel 

Mattson in the office, 681-4643, oursavioursaflc@mncable.net.
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“[O Lord], do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent.” 
Psalm 71:9

Looking Beyond May! 
Satersdal Memorial Service: Sunday, May 30, at 2:00 p.m. 

Galilee Camps: Teen, June 22-27; Camp Sunday, June 27; Pre-Teen, Jun 27-July 1; Family Camp, July 14-18 
galileebiblecampmn.org 

FLY ONE NIGHT from the FLY Committee, July 7, 2021 

Auditors  Greeters

Flowers: Nicole Lingen May 2 Steve Dahl,  John Sannes Glen and Donna Arneson 

Music: Wanda Vigness May 9 Jeff Dyrud, Wayne Peterson Kyle and Sarah Lefebvre
Altar: Sandy C., Donna A.   May 16 Bob Giffen, Richard Olson Bob and Patti Wold

Communion: Steve, Jeff May 23 Kyle Lefebvre, Terry Olson Steve and JoyAnn Dahl 
May 30 Glen Arneson,  Tim Mickelson Harlan Halvorson

May FLY News
Wednesday, May 5

FLY Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 12      
6:30 FLY DQ trip. Bring money 
for DQ treats, and if weather is 
nice, we will have some fun at the 
park, so bring games to play.

Sunday, May 16
Youth Sunday. Cake and ice cream 
will be served by Parish Ed to honor 
the seniors, as well as to thank the 
the Sunday school teachers. Seniors, 
please bring a picture to display on 
the table. Congratulations to 
Brevyn, Hannah, and Kyle!

July 7       
FLY ONE NIGHT convention. 
We will meet at 5:00 p.m. for 
pizza, and at 7:00 p.m. we will 
watch the livestream. 

Pre-teen and Teen Camps

If you’d like to attend either Pre-
teen or Teen camp, please let Dara 
know. The church will pay your way!
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