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1 Peter 2:4–10 (NKJV) 

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and 
precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also 
contained in the Scripture, 

“Behold, I lay in Zion 
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 
And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 

7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, 

“The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone,” 

8 and 

“A stone of stumbling 
And a rock of offense.” 

They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not 
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

 
Right in the middle of today’s text the Old Testament prophecy is quoted, “The stone 

which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.”  
What does that mean? When Christ came, He called people to repentance and proclaimed 

the kingdom of heaven to be at hand. That wasn’t a message that fit into the agenda of the 
leaders of that time. Just like someone who is building with stones might throw a strangely 
shaped stone into the reject pile, the Pharisees and scribes rejected Jesus who didn’t fit their 
mold. 

We might think at first that the “builders” had no sense and that’s why they rejected 
Christ. But think about it—when someone is building with stones they pick and choose which 
ones to use and which ones not to use. 

Builders are smart enough to choose good strong-looking stones and reject the poor 
weak-looking stones. The Pharisees didn’t reject Jesus because they weren’t smart enough to 
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receive Him. They rejected Him because He was lowly and humble and didn’t fit with their ways 
and their thoughts. 

He was the stone that the builders rejected. He was poor and weak-looking, like a 
throw-away stone. But by submitting Himself to the will of the Father and offering Himself as a 
once-for-all sacrifice for sins, He became the chief cornerstone upon which salvation stands. 
“The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord's 
doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes.” 

But Jesus isn’t only marvelous in our eyes. Look at how the Son of God is described in 
verse four. “Chosen by God and precious.” This Jesus whom the builders would reject, God 
chose. The builders esteemed Him not, but He was precious in the sight of His Father. 

This is also God’s design for the family. That father and mother would highly esteem 
their children and hold them precious in their sight as gifts they have received from God. The 
Lord says, “You are precious in my eyes” to His Son Jesus. That’s the warm heart parents should 
have or should pray to have toward their kids.  

On Mother’s Day, I think of the great love moms have. Where do moms get that kind of 
love for their kids? It comes from God’s love for us. In Isaiah 66:12–13, the Lord talks about the 
peace and comfort He gives His people. “Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream. then you shall feed; on her sides shall you be carried, 
and be dandled on her knees. 13 As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; and 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.” 

God is our Heavenly Father, and so it’s natural for there to be many passages about His 
fatherly care for us. Like Psalm 103:13, “As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him.” But Mothers also get their care and concern 
and love for their children from the Lord, and that is what’s pictured in Isaiah 66:13. “As one 
whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you.” 

What comfort is there for you in this epistle lesson, 1 Peter 2:4–10? Look for words of 
Gospel in these verses. If the Law instructs you what to do and convicts of sin, and if the Gospel 
proclaims what Christ did for you and forgives your sins, where is the Gospel comfort in this 
passage? 

Hint: it’s everywhere! All but one verse in this passage includes at least some Gospel 
comfort. 1 Peter 2:4 says Jesus was rejected by men but chosen by God. Jesus endured the 
rejection and murderous hand of men for you. He loves you. That’s Gospel. 

In verse five, not only is Jesus a living stone that’s been rejected, but you’re called living 
stones too. The Gospel comfort for you in this verse is that God is building His spiritual house, 
His holy temple, and you’re a part of it. The physical temple in physical Jerusalem was a 
temporary Old Testament thing that pointed forward both to Christ who was Himself God 
dwelling with man, and to the spiritual holy temple made of God’s people that His Holy Spirit 
inhabits. 
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When we sometimes start our services by singing “The Lord is in His holy temple,” 
what’s the temple that we’re talking about? It’s not the church building. It is as Peter writes, “ 5 

you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is also contained in the 
Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him 
will by no means be put to shame.’” 

“The Lord is in His holy temple” means that the Lord is in the congregation of people, 
that the congregation of believers is His spiritual house, and that each believer is a living stone, 
perfectly placed by the Lord. 

To the Father, Jesus His Son is chosen and precious. Jesus willingly suffered rejection 
and crucifixion so that we would be saved, and God raised Him up. He is risen! There’s Gospel 
comfort in verse seven as well, because Jesus isn’t only precious to the Father, but He’s precious 
to us as well. “Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious.” 

Just as God’s design for the family is for father and mother to see their children as 
precious gifts from Him, our heavenly Father desires for you to see Jesus as precious just like He 
sees Him. “To you who believe, He is precious.” 

There is excellent Gospel comfort in this passage, but there’s also some Law. It’s Gospel 
that Jesus is precious to you who believe. The rest of verse seven and all of verse eight though, is 
Law. “But to those who are disobedient, ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone,’ 8 and ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.’ They stumble, being 
disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.” 

When you have stumbled; when you have been disobedient to the word of God; when 
you have added sin upon sin and have become guilty of our Lord’s death, will you be obedient to 
the call of Christ and repent, for the kingdom is at hand, or will you reject His call like the 
Pharisees? 

To the repentant, humble sinner, all of the Gospel throughout this passage is for you. 
You, my fellow sinners who repent and believe in the mercy of God toward you on account of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Just as Jesus is precious in the Father’s sight, verse nine says 
that’s how God sees you too. Chosen and special. You are precious and forgiven and free. That’s 
the Gospel. It’s for the humble hearted. 

To the proud and unrepentant though, the Law in this passage is for you. Though you 
reject the invitation to repentance and though you reject the living stone who is Christ, yet He 
remains the chief cornerstone.  

The humble and repentant ones rejoice that they are living stones in the household of 
God. But those who are continually in a state of disobedience to God’s Word find Jesus to be 
like 1 Peter 2:8 says, “‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.’ They stumble, being 
disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.” 

The word “appointed” in this context is a bit strange for us maybe, but this verse is saying 
the exact same thing as Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.” The statement Peter is making 
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about being appointed to stumble, “being disobedient to the word” is that in the act of being 
disobedient to the word, the hard-hearted will stumble, and that’s exactly what happens. If they 
continue in disobedience to the word of God, they are actively destining themselves to stumble to 
their spiritual death. 

These are words of Law. The Holy Spirit works through His words of Law to direct us 
what to do, to convict us of sin, and to warn us of judgment when we’re secure in our sin. Do 
you need the Law of God? I do. Until you die or the Lord returns, you need God’s Law to 
humble you before Him. 

And as one who is humbled before God, do you need the Gospel? I do. You need the 
Gospel now and every day. This passage is so rich in the exact Gospel comfort we need. 1 Peter 
2:9–10 calls us chosen, just as Jesus was called chosen.  

It says, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not 
obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.” 

Who is chosen of God and precious? First and foremost, Jesus. He was rejected by men, 
but chosen of God and precious. It’s astounding to me that the heavenly Father would use the 
same adjectives to describe us that He uses for His only begotten Son. But that’s what He does. 
You, dear Christian, are chosen of God and precious. 

So repent, and believe the good news. And as we proclaim the praises of Him who called 
us out of darkness into His marvelous light as His chosen and precious people, may the peace of 
God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 
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