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CHURCH NEWS
May    
2022

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

Dedicated to the Glory of God

On Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022, the new addition to Our Saviour’s was dedicated to the 
glory of God. Praise the Lord! Chairs for the gathering space began arriving on April 26.



Broken relationships and forgiveness have 
been on my mind since Pastor Terry Olson spoke 
about reconciliation in the Church at the Men’s 
retreat. Is reconciliation simple or complicated?

It’s simple in that we know what we must do: 
humble ourselves, admit where we were wrong, 
seek forgiveness and reconciliation. The person 
with whom you have a broken relationship may or 
may not be ready to reconcile, but “as much as 
depends on you, live peaceably with all men” 
(Romans 12:18).

 It’s complicated because our sinful natures, 
inherited from Adam and Eve, have us reacting to 
broken relationships just like they did. In the 
Garden of Eden, instead of confessing his sin of 
eating the forbidden fruit and seeking 
reconciliation with God, Adam blamed Eve, and 
Eve blamed the serpent (Genesis 3:12–13).

And so it is with us: we are tempted to lay 
down blame instead of laying down our pride. As 
you consider the broken relationships in your life, 
ask yourself, “Am I seeking reconciliation as far as 
it depends on me, or am I passing the blame to 
the other person?” “Am I asking God to forgive me 
for my part in this?”

Adam and Eve’s son, Cain, had a broken 
relationship with his brother, Abel. Instead of 
seeking reconciliation, Cain acted out against Abel 
(That’s putting it lightly!). Then instead of seeking 
reconciliation with God for his sin, Cain hardened 
his heart with a “not my responsibility” attitude 
when he said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
(Genesis 3:9).

When we are tempted in either of these ways
—to lay blame or to ignore our share of the 
responsibility for the strife, we must repent. God 
forgives us even of this for Christ’s sake. Then as 
forgiven people, may God strengthen us to forgive 
those who sin against us.

Reconciliation: Simple or Complicated?
But what about when you’ve done the 

repenting and the humbling and everything you 
can think to do to reconcile with your brother or 
sister, and still the relationship is broken? What 
about when blame definitely lies in the 
unprovoked actions of the other party? Pray. 
Pastor Terry told us, “If God is not at work in 
hearts and souls, reconciliation is not likely. The 
most important thing is for us to be much in 
prayer.” God can work miracles of reconciliation, 
so we pray.

Pastor Terry cited the reconciliation of Jacob 
and Esau. In Genesis 32–33, Jacob finally humbles 
himself before the Lord and before Esau, whom 
he had wronged. Pastor Terry said, “Jacob’s prayers 
show him owning his own sin. He knew he had no 
hope without repentance and God’s grace.” Jacob 
didn’t know if his brother would be reconciled 
with him or if Esau would attack him, but with 
faith in God’s promises, Jacob finally did the right 
thing and left the consequences in God’s hands. 
God was merciful.

Do you need to be reconciled with someone? 
Go to the Lord in prayer, humbling yourself 
before Him, and praying for your brother or sister 
that is separated from you. May God give you 
wisdom and patience and humility as you seek 
reconciliation. As Pastor Terry said, “When both 
hurting souls are bowed at the cross, they aren’t 
very far from one another.”

In Christ,
Pastor Alex Amiot

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
Himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:17–18 

2



3

Welcome, New Members!

On April 24, Our Saviour’s received into membership MariLou Cwikla, Jeff and Laura Stengrim, 
and Deb Drees. Praise the Lord, and welcome!

Many thanks to Lorraine Sannes and Pamela Pals for their work in the office while 
Rachel was out on maternity leave! Lorraine faithfully worked in the office, and Pam gave 
excellent assistance with the compiling of bulletins and other items. —Pastor Amiot

Rachel Mattson is back as office secretary. Pastor Amiot is usually in the office Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday mornings, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Rachel is in the office Tuesday 
and Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Email or call: oslc@gvtel.com, (218) 681–4643. 
      To reach Pastor Amiot directly, email or call: pastoralex@gvtel.com, (218) 280–7410. 
Pastor’s day off is typically Friday. If you don’t find him in the office Monday through 

Saturday, he might be out visiting or working from his home office, so give a call if you need him!

Welcome Back, Rachel!  
Thank you, Lorraine and Pam!

Hello, Little One!
Baby David Dahl was born to 

Benjamin and Debora Dahl on 
March 1, 2022 in Idaho!

They are doing well and 
appreciate all your prayers, love, 
and support for them as they 
welcomed a sweet new addition 
to their family!

Campus Trip!
Aaron Dyrud 
attended 
Campus Days 
at the Free 
Lutheran Bible 
College in 
April. Ask him 
how it went!
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Kids Klub Singing at Nursing Homes
Kids Klub Parents: On Wednesday, May 4, Kids Klub will be singing at Valley Home at 6:30 p.m. 

and at Greenleaf Senior Living Center at 7:00 p.m. Please have your child/children at the church at 
6:00 p.m. so we can be ready to leave from the church at 6:15. If your child uses a booster seat, please 
let us know and we will transfer them into our vehicles. You will also have to sign the permission slips 
allowing us to transport your child/children. Please give them to us on or before May 4.

Judy Olson and Joy Kaushagen will be helping to transport the children. Please feel free to join 
us at the nursing homes or even drive your child/children there. Jacoby and Jona have also volunteered 
to play their piano solos. Wanda will be assisting us on the piano, and Judy is working on the music.

The nursing homes are looking forward to the children coming. Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to teach your children. Please give me a call if you have any questions: (218) 686–6534.

—Arlene Johanning, Kids Klub Leader

The Men Alive retreat was 
held on the morning of Saturday, 
April 23, at Galilee Bible Camp. 
Pastor Terry Olson spoke on 
reconciliation in the Church. See 
Pastor Amiot’s article on page two 
for a summary of some of Pastor 
Olson’s points.

NW MN District Men Alive Retreat

         Satersdal Lutheran Church has a foundational place in the history 
of the Our Saviour’s Lutheran Parish. In fact, before our parish was 
named what it is, we were called the Satersdal Parish! Though regular 
services have not been held in Satersdal for some years now, special 
services are still held near Memorial Day and Christmas.
         The Satersdal Memorial Day Service will be held Sunday, May 29, 
at 2:00 p.m. The speaker for this year’s service will be Rev. Alex Amiot. 
All are welcome!

To get to Satersdal Lutheran Church, go two miles east of Northland College on Hwy 1, then 
seven miles north on Hwy 20 (170th Ave NE).

Satersdal Memorial Service, May 29

Saturday, May 21, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.
Devotions: Mary Dyrud
Bible Study Leader: Marge Espe

May WMF Meeting
Hostesses: Carol Clark 

Marlene Johnson 
Brandi Larson
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Would you like to gather with other women 
to study the Bible and pray? Then we invite 
you to join us on Tuesday mornings 
from 9–10:30 a.m. in the new addition. 
We begin with coffee, tea, and treats.

Then we move into our Bible study. 
By the end of April, we will be finishing a study on 

the first part of the book of 
Exodus, God of Deliverance. 
Then in early May, we plan to 
continue the study of Exodus 
with the second study book, 
God of Freedom. We always 
have a time of prayer, so let 
us know of any prayer 
requests you may have.

If you are hesitant to join us, talk to some of 
the women who attend. You will hear that we 
welcome everyone; no one is required to share 
personal things or even to pray out loud! Would 
you consider joining us as we enjoy our time 
together of studying God’s Word, praying, and 
sharing wonderful fellowship?

Women’s Tuesday 
Morning Bible Study

Vacation Bible School!
Bring your kids and their friends to Vacation 

Bible School at Our Saviour’s June 5–9, 6:00–8:00 
p.m., with supper at 5:30 p.m. each evening. Classes 
are available for pre-school—6th grade, and we 
will also have an adult class.

We are blessed again this year to work with a 
team from our Free Lutheran Bible College! Pray for 
all who are involved in planning and volunteering and 
especially for the kids and their families who are 
ministered to by God’s Word through VBS.

Special congregational offerings for VBS:
VBS Materials Offering: May 1 and May 8
VBS Mission Offering: June 5 and June 12

Easter Lilies on Reiner’s Cross

Every Palm Sunday 
we adorn the cross with 
palm branches at Reiner. 
Every Easter Sunday we 
add Easter lilies to the 
palms. 

A beautiful tradition, 
a beautiful cross, a 
beautiful Savior!

Men’s Friday Bible Study
On Fridays at 7:00 a.m., we gather at church to 

study the Scriptures listed in the bulletin for the next 
Sunday. Come for Bible study, and if you have time 
afterward, go along for breakfast at a local restaurant. 



Serving the Congregation in May
Auditors Greeters

Flowers: Nicole Lingen May 1 Darren L., Tim M. Darren and Brenda Leier
Music: Wanda Vigness May 8 Don B., Richard O. Glenn and Marge Espe
Altar: Sandy C., Donna A. May 15 Dave R., Wayne P. Duane and Patti Lindblom
Communion: Dave, Loiell May 22 Loiell D., Richard C. Jan Nelson and Ruth Haagenson

May 29 Ryan M., John S. Curt and Barb Farbo

Upcoming Events
May 1, Senior Recognition Sunday 

Congratulations, Lauren Jones, McKenzie Miller, and Brady Olson! We are praying for you!

May 15, Last day of Sunday School 
Teacher appreciation during the worship service.

June 6–10, Vacation Bible School 
See page 5. VBS supplies offering May 1 and 8, and missions offering June 5 and 12.

June 15–18, AFLC Annual Conference at the ARC, Osceola, Wisconsin 
More information at ww.aflc.org/about-us/conferences.

Galilee Camps: Teen, June 21–26; Pre-Teen, June 26–30; Family, July 6–10 
More information on Bible Camps coming soon at galileebiblecampmn.org.

October 14–16, Special Meetings at Our Saviour’s 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Martin Horn, 7:00 p.m. services, Friday through Sunday evening.
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Compiling an Update Insert for the Directory
I am compiling updated addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses for an update sheet that can be 

slid into last year’s photo directory. Please send updates to me: pastoralex@gvtel.com. If you are a regular 
attender and your photo is not in the directory, please consider including your photo and contact info on 
this update sheet! Submit a photo, or I can take one any Sunday if you wish! —Pastor

During Lent, offerings were taken with each evening meal, during the Easter Breakfast, and during 
each evening service. The meal offerings were each designated to a separate cause, while the service 
offerings were all designated to Ambassador Publications.

March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30 April 6 April 14
FLY WMF Carafe WMF Carafe VIP Landscape Lifecare Center Food Shelf 
$333.90 $367.00 $329.00 $271.00 $346.00 $254.00 $235.00

Suppers: $2135.90 Easter Breakfast (Furnishing Fund): $516.00 Lenten Services (Ambass. Pub.): $2680.00
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