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Matthew 22:1-14 (NKJV) 

22:1 And Jesus answered and spoke to 
them again by parables and said:  

2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
certain king who arranged a marriage for 
his son,  

3 and sent out his servants to call those 
who were invited to the wedding; and 
they were not willing to come.  

4 Again, he sent out other servants, 
saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I 
have prepared my dinner; my oxen and 
fatted cattle are killed, and all things are 
ready. Come to the wedding.” ’  

5 But they made light of it and went their 
ways, one to his own farm, another to his 
business.  

6 And the rest seized his servants, treated 
them spitefully, and killed them.  

7 But when the king heard about it, he 
was furious. And he sent out his armies, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned 
up their city.  

 

 

 

 

8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy.  

9 Therefore go into the highways, and as 
many as you find, invite to the wedding.’  

10 So those servants went out into the 
highways and gathered together all whom 
they found, both bad and good. And the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw a man there who did not 
have on a wedding garment.  

12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you 
come in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless.  

13 Then the king said to the servants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, 
and cast him into outer darkness; there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

14 “For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
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You’re Invited! 

 
One of the more tedious wedding tasks Taylor and I have gone through is deciding who 

to invite to our wedding. Perhaps all you who are married remember this process. You start, 
obviously, with your closest family. Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, etc. Then you move 
to your close friends, and then after that, things can get difficult. Do you invite that coworker you 
get along with well at work, but don’t hang out with much outside of work? Do you invite that 
obscure family member you barely see, like your second or third cousin? Or what about that 
other family member who you barely see and lives on the other side of the country? You know 
they’re probably not gonna come, but should you still invite them? Regardless, this is a special 
event, and you want the people there that you want. In our Gospel text this morning, the king 
faced a similar issue, of sorts. However, instead of meticulously going through each of his 
contacts, he decided to invite pretty much everybody to the wedding feast for his son!  

We see in the first act of the story that he invites His people, repeatedly, but they reject 
and dishonor him. Then, in the second act, we see the king invite ALL people to the wedding 
feast! Finally, we see him toss out what I’ll call a “wedding crasher.” What’s going on here? 
What’s the point of this story? Well, let’s look at it again and break it down. 

The king invites His people, repeatedly, but they reject and dishonor him. In the first act 
of the parable, Jesus sets the scene. The kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. 

It is a joyous time. The king’s son is to be married. In honor of this celebration of the 
union of husband and wife into one flesh, it’s time to feast! And the king pulls out all the stops. 
His best animals, his oxen and fattened calves verse 4 tells us, have been slaughtered for the 
occasion. Think of the fanciest meal you’ve ever had, and multiply that by the richness of kings. 
This isn’t just some fancy catered meal we have at weddings nowadays, like a fancy steak and 
potatoes dish or something like that. This is the best food that comes from the best animals 
money can buy, and expert labor can achieve. This feast is a big deal, and it’s gonna be a huge 
party, all given freely by the king. He is sparing no expense for his son and his guests. 

So then, he gathers his servants and tells them, “It’s time. The feast is ready. Go and 
gather all those whom I have invited. It’s time to celebrate!” The servants then disperse to gather 
those to whom he had earlier sent out the wedding invitations to, such as his closest friends, 
family, and advisors. Ones that you would expect a king to invite to a wedding. But then, in a 
shocking twist, they say no! 

The servants return, and report this news to the king, curious to see how he would 
respond. But in another, perhaps even more surprising twist, he sends out the invitation again! 
You’d think that the king would be furious upon hearing of their rejection, ready to swiftly 
punish them for dishonoring him by their rejection, but no! He instructs his servants to go to 
them again and to tell them, “Hey, everything is ready. I have spared no expense for this 
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wedding feast. My best animals have been slaughtered, and everything’s ready. Come, celebrate, 
and enjoy!” 

So the servants disperse again and return to the invitees, but they are met with further 
rejection, and even violent opposition. Some of the invitees give lame excuses as to why they 
aren’t coming, like “I need to take care of the house that day,” or “I have to be at work that day, 
sorry.” Meanwhile, the other servants are killed for the message. 

Now the king is angry. Now he must punish those who dishonor him and his son by their 
rejection and murder of his servants. So, he punishes them by sending his army to destroy them 
and their cities 

Okay, quick pause in our story here. Let’s get a handle on what and who the story pieces 
represent so far. Obviously, God is the king in this story. Next, we have Jesus as the Son and 
Bridegroom. Not a far leap when we consider that throughout the Gospels, Jesus refers to 
himself as the Bridegroom, and Paul agrees with him in Ephesians 5:22-32. Next, the wedding 
feast represents salvation, and what that will look like on the last day is spelled out for us in our 
Old Testament lesson from Isaiah. Then we have the servants representing the prophets and 
messengers of God, and finally, the invitees represent the people of Israel. They were the people 
that God called to be His people, the ones whom He called to salvation. 

However, they have rejected Him! Repeatedly! God, the King, was gracious enough to 
send them multiple invitations! He rescued them multiple times throughout history! He had 
saved them from Egypt, and returned them from exile twice after they had rejected Him. But 
they have now rejected Him again. Some thought their lives on earth were more precious, as 
represented by the ones going to their farms and their businesses, while others decided to kill and 
disdain the prophets. All of these responses are forms of rejection and dishonor of God and His 
promises.  

We see similar responses throughout all of history, including today. Those who proclaim 
God’s Word are persecuted in a variety of forms. From disdain, to name-calling, all the way up 
to torture and murder.  

And we see God’s response to those who reject and dishonor Him. It is severe 
punishment. Though He gives us, the people who rejected him out of sin, multiple chances to 
repent, there will come a day when He will judge those who rejected Him. On that last day, He 
will cast them into hell, the place described as “outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” later in verse 13. But that is not the end of our story. The King does not just 
cancel the event due to the rejection of the invitees.  

Now, the King invites everyone to the feast! After dealing with those who had rejected 
his invitation, the king tells his servants “Alright, I guess the first group of invitees were 
unworthy to be here and join us. But, the feast is still ready, so go out and invite anyone and 
everyone you can find.” 

3 



And so they go. They disperse to the four corners of the kingdom, following the main 
roads and thoroughfares, and inviting all they come across. Merchants, tax collectors, farmers, 
peasants, basically everyone. 

Of course, these people on the street gladly accept. The poor are especially dumbstruck 
that the king has invited them to this joyous celebration. Not only will they receive perhaps the 
greatest meal in their lifetime, they also, according to custom, will receive perhaps the finest 
garments they have ever laid eyes on. They are overjoyed, thinking “how gracious our King is!” 

And so all these people who scattered throughout the kingdom, come to the wedding 
feast upon the invitation of the King. They come and enjoy perhaps the best feast they’ve had in 
their lives. Never have they been shown such grace, and been given such wonderful gifts! 

As the feast is going on and everyone is enjoying themselves, the king makes his 
appearance. He enters, ready to celebrate his son’s wedding with all these people, looking as 
kingly and regal as ever with his best and brightest clothes. He looks out upon the crowd, taking 
in the wonderful scene and rejoicing in the multitude who have gathered here to join in the 
celebration. But as he’s looking out upon the crowd, he sees a strange sight. He finds a man who 
seems to be sticking out from the rest of the crowd. 

He approaches the man and asks, “My friend, how did you get in here? You don’t have a 
wedding garment?” The man is struck dumb, because he’s been found out. He thought he could 
sneak in and crash the wedding, maybe get some free food out of it. But now he’s been caught. 
Having caught the wedding crasher, the king orders him to be bound and cast into the outer 
darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

And here is the conclusion of our story. Now that Israel, on the whole, has rejected God, 
God turns His gracious invitation to come to the wedding feast of salvation to the Gentiles, the 
rest of the world. 

Now, ALL people are invited to the wedding feast. ALL people are invited to repent and 
turn to Christ for salvation. Salvation is for ALL people. However, as we see at the very end of 
the story, there are still others who insist on saving themselves their own way. They try to get 
into the wedding feast without a wedding garment. 

So what is the moral of this story? Why did Jesus tell this parable? To tell us that we are 
invited to the wedding feast by grace through faith in Christ, and to warn us that that is our only 
way in, so we should not reject it. 

In this parable, we find both that warning and promise. This is an excellent example of 
both Law and Gospel. To all of us, and especially the immediate audience Jesus was speaking to, 
this passage contains a warning: do not reject the invitation of salvation in Jesus in any way, 
shape, or form.  

Jesus is speaking to Israel’s religious leaders, the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the like. He 
is warning them that they are the people who received the original invitation to the wedding 
feast, to salvation, but they are rejecting it. They are rejecting the covenant that God had given 
them originally, and are trying to do things their own way. They have forsaken the God who 
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rescued them way back in Egypt, and have turned to all sorts of religious laws and practices to 
save them. All the while, their Messiah, whom they had been waiting for for YEARS, is standing 
right in front of them, talking to them, rebuking them! 

And, as mentioned, they aren’t the only ones who need that warning. We need that 
warning too. In this world we have three enemies who would want nothing more than for us to 
reject the invitation we’ve been given. Our old sinful desires try to pull us toward the things of 
this world, seeking to find satisfaction in them. The world and the devil tempt us to see that we 
can really find satisfaction in those things, rather than God and His promises. 

Maybe we try to pour ourselves into our work, thinking we’ll find our ultimate 
satisfaction in doing good things and being the best in our field, like the ones in the parable who 
turned to their farm and their business. Maybe we think entertainment, or pleasure, will give us 
all that we need. Or maybe we think we’ll save ourselves by being good people. Maybe we’re 
like the wedding crasher at the end of the story who tried to sneak in by his own methods. We do 
all the things that good Christians are to do, but we’re trusting in those works to save us, rather 
than faith in Christ. When relying on good works, it is the same as rejecting the invitation to 
salvation by grace through faith. We are telling God “no, I can do it myself. Thanks, but I got 
this.” And there’s only one place where that idea will send us: hell, the place of weeping and 
gnashing of teeth 

However, along with the warning, don’t miss the glorious Gospel promise of salvation by 
grace through faith in Christ. The glorious promise that ALL are invited to come to the wedding 
feast. That invitation goes to ALL people, even you. You, who are burdened by your sin and 
your guilt, you who don’t know where to look for hope or salvation, the invitation is for you. 

Today is Reformation Sunday, and the central idea of the Reformation is that we are 
justified, that is, declared righteous, by faith alone in Christ alone. That means that God has 
declared you righteous, worthy of coming to the wedding feast of the Lamb. You are worthy not 
by your own merits. No, you are worthy because of the work of Christ, in whose name the 
invitation to salvation is extended to you. 

The Word of God comes to you and says “come, you are forgiven. You are invited to 
partake in the wedding feast of the Lamb. Take this wedding garment of the righteousness of 
Christ.” Upon hearing those words, the Holy Spirit works faith inside you, and the moment you 
believe, they become yours, and that wedding garment of Christ’s righteousness will shield you 
from the wrath of God against your sin, and allows you to enter into the wedding feast that will 
be yours’ and all believers’ on the last day, which we get a glimpse of in our Old Testament 
lesson, as mentioned before. 

What a gift our King has given us. What love and mercy he has shown to us poor, 
miserable sinners in inviting us to take part in the wedding feast of salvation. What grace he has 
shown us in our poor, wretched states, bringing us to a place of such honor, bringing us to 
himself to enjoy eternal joy and fellowship with Him forever. 
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So to conclude, in this parable, we read about a king that repeatedly invited his people to 
the wedding feast, but they dishonored him and rejected his invitation. So he turned around and 
invited EVERYONE to the wedding feast, even though he had to kick out a wedding crasher. 
The moral of that story? You are justified, declared righteous by Christ. You are invited to the 
wedding feast of salvation. Do not reject this wonderful gift and try to get into heaven your own 
way!  

Praise the Lord that He is not as meticulous as us when deciding who can come to His 
wedding feast! And praise the Lord that we don’t get invited based on our works. He invites us 
to Himself, to the wedding feast of salvation, purely on account of the work of His Son, the 
Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. We are invited to take part, as Scripture tells us and the Reformers 
remind us, by faith alone, through grace alone, all by the merits of Christ alone. Amen. 
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