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CHURCH NEWS

Changed Dates 

Galilee Bible Camps are 
canceled this summer. 
Pray for the youth who are 
missing out. Pray for camp 
planning for next summer. 

VBS is now August 3–5 
with a format to-be-
determined. 

The AFLC Annual 
Conference at the ARC, 
one hour east of 
Minneapolis, is from 9:00 
a.m., Aug. 10, through 
5:30 p.m. Aug. 12. 
Register at aflc.org/
registration2020 or 
call (715) 294–2877.

Pray for Jason Miller and His Family

On  Sunday,  May  24,  members  from  Our  Saviour’s  and  Reiner 
circled the Miller’s house in prayer. Later, Jenni Miller wrote this:

“For  the  past  2  weeks  Jason  has  been  struggling.  He's  having 
trouble with his memory and with confusion. He has trouble finding his 
words  and  when  he  does  talk  he  whispers  making  it  hard  to  hear/
understand what he needs. At times when he looks at you it seems like 
he's looking through you. He's been hallucinating and he sleeps a lot.

“Today  our  friends  and  family 
came together and circled our house in 
prayer.  People  came  and  went  from 
2-3:30. They wore masks, they kept 6ft 
apart  from each  other,  stood  in  our 
yard  and  just  prayed.  Today  we  felt 
your  prayers!  It  was  a  very  peaceful 
feeling  to  physically  be  uplifted  in 
prayer. We are so thankful for each and 
every  one of  you—whether  you were 
physically here or praying from home. 
God Bless you all!”

See Page 3 for the Our Saviour’s Council COVID-19 Statement



Counseling. This is a delicate area in which to 
gain experience during an internship. You are more 
than welcome to seek Michael’s counsel, 
perspective, or advice on anything. That will be a 
blessing to you both. Please keep in mind, however, 
that his time with us is purposefully short, and it is 
most healthy for a congregation to receive 
consistent long-term counseling from the called 
pastor. There may be times when I ask permission 
for Michael to observe or participate in counseling 
work, but confidentiality and individual comfort will 
always take precedence over giving Michael 
experience in this area.

Special services. Baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals are also sometimes difficult for an intern to 
gain experience in during internship. Michael’s 
involvement will be determined on a case-by-case 
basis. The dual goals are to prepare him for ministry 
and to honor the desires of each family involved.

Seminary assignments. Michael is not only 
here to minister to you and to learn from you, he is 
also still a student of the seminary! As such he will 
send regular reports to his faculty advisor, read and 
report on a number of books, and complete a year-
end internship project. Even when he is not visiting, 
preaching, teaching, or counseling, there is plenty of 
seminary work to keep him busy.

Michael’s basic work week will be in the same 
pattern as mine: office and visitation Monday 
through Thursday; Friday off; either office work, 
visitation, or off on Saturday, depending on need; 
worship service(s) on Sunday. His workload will be 
less than mine, but still significant at approximately 
40-hours per week. He will work out time away for 
vacation and candidating with congregations come 
February 2021 with the deacons and council.

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions! 
Remember to pray for Michael as he arrives and 
begins his ministry here. Pray also for his fiancée, 
Taylor Ensrude, as she begins her final year of 
dentistry school in Omaha in the fall.

In Christ, Pastor Amiot

At the end of May, Michael Onstad will be 
moving to Thief River Falls to begin his seminary 
internship year in our parish. 
He will be introduced at the 
drive-in service on May 31 and 
begin in earnest with his work 
on June 1. What is his work?

Basically, Michael will be 
doing what I do. His three 
years of in-class seminary 
instruction assembled the 
necessary skeletal structure of his future ministry. 
His internship with us will put some practical meat 
on those theological bones. Whenever there is work 
that I do as your pastor, that’s what we also want 
Michael to be gaining experience in.

It’s absolutely true that we’ll be receiving 
ministry from the Lord through Michael, but it’s 
important to remember that he is primarily a 
student in our midst. To prepare him for ministry as 
a pastor, we want him to gain experiences in a 
variety of settings. For example:

Preaching. Michael will begin preaching once 
per month and increase with time to two or three 
times per month. Give constructive feedback!

Visiting. Along with prayer, preaching, and 
administering the sacraments, visitation is crucial 
pastoral work. While the pandemic is ongoing, 
Michael’s visits will be primarily by phone and 
window, though the option of visiting in-person also 
exists. If you are healthy and the forecast is decent, 
invite Michael over for an outdoor visit and/or meal!

Teaching. Michael will sometimes lead 
Wednesday night Bible study, Confirmation, FLY 
Bible study, adult Sunday school, new member 
classes, and more.

Committees. It will be valuable for Michael to 
understand the work of our committees. Please 
include him in any committee communication in 
which you would include me. He will attend deacons 
and council meetings as well to understand the 
functioning of our congregation.

The Work of a Pastoral Intern



Loiell Dyrud continues 
to lead the Wednesday 
night study, “Our Heritage.”

To join by computer, 
go to oursavioursaflctrf.com 
just before 7:00 p.m., 
download Zoom, click the 
meeting link.

To join by phone, call 
Mary Dyrud at 681-6964 
around 6:45 p.m. Write 
down the Meeting ID 
which changes every week. 
Then call 1-253-215-8782, 
and enter the Meeting ID 
to listen in on the study!

“Our Heritage” Study 
Send in Father’s Day greeting videos for 

the Father’s Day worship service video! 
Whether you are greeting a specific dad or just 
dads in general, 5–15 second video greetings 
may be sent either to trfoslc@gmail.com, to 
Pastor Amiot’s cell (218) 280–7410, or through 
Facebook Messenger. Deadline for video 
submission: Monday night, June 15.

Father’s Day

Romans 8:28, “And we know 
that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according 
to His purpose.” The pandemic 
itself is not a good thing. It causes 
sickness and hardship in many 
forms. The pandemic is a result of 
the Fall into sin.

If God was able to use the 
murderous actions of those who 
slayed His Son for the ultimate 
good of accomplishing your 
salvation, He is certainly also able 

to use all things with regard to the 
Pandemic for the good of you who 
love God and are called according 
to His purpose.

Not meeting in the sanctuary 
for worship services is not itself a 
good thing. When we are gathered 
in the sanctuary we experience a 
tangible unity and a foretaste of 
the great gathering of saints in 
glory. Video services and drive-in 
services just aren’t the same. And 
yet God has used even this for 
good. Someone who suffers in the 

midst of crowds and has not been 
to a morning service for some 
time is glad to enjoy the worship 
service from a car. Another one 
who has been shut-in at home for 
over a year is glad to enjoy the 
worship service videos online.

It’s not all good, but it’s not 
all bad either. Sometimes we have 
to wait until heaven to understand 
how God uses all things for good, 
but these two individuals are 
examples of how He’s doing it 
even now.

Some Ways that God Is Using this for Good

On Thursday, May 28, the Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church council met to discuss Sunday 
worship and other facility uses. Of the many factors 
considered, here are a few: our faith is in the Lord; 
we need not fear any evil; the government has 
changed its guidances for meetings in places of 
worship; the pandemic does not seem to have yet 
peaked in our region; our congregation has a large 
number of individuals in the at-risk category; while 
not ideal, the drive-in services, radio hour, and online 
video services have been a blessing; the end goal is to 
fully return to in-sanctuary worship services; we 
should not rush it.

With all of this in mind, the council moved to 
continue the drive-in, video, and radio services and 

revisit this topic at the council meeting on June 15. 
In-person worship services in the sanctuary are not 
resuming at this time. The council expects the 
situation to evolve and necessitate continual re-
evaluation at subsequent council meetings.

The council also discussed funerals. Funerals at 
Our Saviour’s will follow the state guidelines for 
gatherings. A COVID-19 Preparedness Plan will be 
developed, a plan administrator will be named, and 
facility capacity will be determined. Gathering size is 
limited to 25 percent of capacity. A firm number will 
be determined, likely between 100–130 people spread 
throughout the sanctuary and fellowship hall. The 
FM transmitter will be on during funerals for anyone 
who might be staying out in the parking lot.

COVID-19 Statement from Our Saviour’s Council



Last month it was footings. Now it 
is the pre-cast walls! Pray for our Bible 
College and Seminary and the ongoing 
construction of the Student Life Center. 
See flbc.edu/capital-campaign.

Gym Walls Raised

May 31 will mark our parish’s fifth drive-in service at Our Saviour’s. Each week, approximately 100 souls 
from Our Saviour’s and Reiner have been gathering in approximately 50 vehicles. Temperatures were low on 
May 3 but have warmed up in recent weeks. Drive-in services continue each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

The drive-in service order is the same as the in-sanctuary service. Recordings of the hymns, special 
music, Gloria Patri, etc., are played at the appropriate times over the short-range radio frequency.

Thank you to Caleb and Aaron Dyrud for facilitating parking, Curt Farbo for providing the scaffolding, 
Dave Weleski for assisting the setup, Terry Olson for adding sides, and Judy Olson for painting the cross. 
Thanks also to Don Balmer for sanitizing bathrooms and placing the highway signs, Darren Leier for making 

the drive-in offering box, and Jeff 
Dyrud for obtaining and operating 
the FM transmitter.

A Month of Drive-In Church Services

Article in the Thief River Falls Times

The Lutheran Ambassador 
mails a monthly publication 
throughout and beyond the 
AFLC. During the pandemic, 
the Lutheran Ambassador has 
been made available also for free 
online. To subscribe for mailed 
issues, contact Maureen Giffen. 
To view online: issuu.com/
lutheranambassador/docs/
june_2020_issuu

The Lutheran Ambassador 
Online June Issue
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