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CHURCH NEWS
June 
2021

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

May was a busy month at church! Sunday school came to a close with the kids sharing songs they learned 
throughout the year; graduate Brevyn Lingen thanked the congregation for praying for the seniors; and our 
Sunday school teachers were recognized. A huge thank you to all the Sunday school teachers and substitute 
Sunday school teachers who taught this year! What a blessing you are to this congregation! Thank you!

Thankful for Sunday School. On to VBS!

Vacation Bible School, June 6–10
Pack your bags and grab your gear. VBS 2021 is headed to present-day 

Israel where an epic adventure of discovery awaits. Discover amazing finds 
and exciting evidence that proves biblical events were not just stories. 
They really happened! At Destination Dig, kids will unearth more than 
just dirt. They’ll discover real-life archaeological finds that have helped to 
uncover the truth about Jesus.

Sunday–Thursday, June 6 – 10, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

2075 U.S. Hwy. 59 SE, TRF, MN

For more information call 218-681-4643 or email 
oursavioursaflc@mncable.net

mailto:oursavioursaflc@mncable.net
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God is on your side. God won’t take your side 
on every opinion you have, but He is 100 percent 
supportive of your wellbeing, both body and soul.

God delights to restore your soul through the 
forgiveness and love demonstrated in Jesus laying 
down His life out of love for you. God also delights 
to restore your body, sometimes doing so through 
your immune system or medicines or surgery or 
therapy, and other times waiting until the return of 
Christ when our corruptible bodies are changed to 
incorruptible ones (1 Corinthians 15:50-57) and our 
dead bodies are raised and made new 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).
When you pray, to whom are 

you praying? What kind of God are 
we serving? Who are we really 
dealing with here? Paul writes in 
Romans 8:31-32, “What then 
shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not 
spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?”

This God to whom we pray is “for us” when 
others are “against us,” Paul writes. He is on your 
side. The answer to Paul’s rhetorical question, 
“who can be against us?” isn’t “no one,” but rather 
“it matters not.”

In fact, you’ve got a lot going against you.
Sorry to be frank, but you will die. Before 

that happens, you will almost certainly suffer in a 
variety of ways: you will grieve; you will face 
temptation and sin; you may even suffer abuse, 
depression, chronic illness, and betrayal. Who and 
what are against you to cause all of this? The world, 
your own flesh, the devil.

Who Are We Dealing With Here?
If this is jarring and uncomfortable to hear, 

keep reading because there is hope in Christ. If 
this awful news is par for the course and sounds 
like just another day of life in the world you know, 
you’ve been learning some hard lessons from the 
school of experience.

The longer we live, the more acquainted we 
become with all the things which are “against us.” 
Pause and prayerfully consider who is “for us.” God 
is on your side. He knows all the things that stand 
against you, so He spared no expense to deliver you 
from them. He didn’t even spare His own Son. 

God the Father delivered His Son up 
for you and for everyone. Through 
faith in Christ’s willing self-
sacrifice for us, we have been given 
the forgiveness of our sins and 
eternal life. But God is so entirely 
“on our side” that He also 
promises to “freely give us all 
things” in Romans 8:32.

         As you face the mounting 
pressures of life, remember who 

you are dealing with here. God is 
“for you.” All the things that stand against you and 
feel so big need to be placed next to God for 
proper scale. God is way mightier than our trials. 
He conquered our enemies at the cross and will 
deliver that victory to us at Christ’s return. God 
has faithfully delivered His saints through the ages. 
He will deliver you. 

As you suffer all the things the world, your 
flesh, and the devil stack against you, remember 
the God that we’re dealing with here is “for you,” 
that He will “freely give you all things,” and that 
He really and truly is on your side.

In Christ, Pastor Amiot
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IF GOD IS  
FOR US,  
WHO CAN BE 
AGAINST US?



Our Pastoral Intern Michael Onstad graduated with his Masters of Divinity from the 
Free Lutheran Seminary on May 8, 2021. His final Sunday at Our Saviour’s and Reiner was 
May 23. 

Upon marrying his fiancée, Taylor, on August 21, he will join her in Fargo where she 
will be working as a dentist. Pray for the Lord’s leading and the Lord’s timing in calling 
Michael to serve a congregation.

Go In Peace, Intern Michael Onstad 

Ephraim and Peter enjoying the 
farewell potluck at Reiner.
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Graduation and Green Grass at FLBC! 

2021 AFLC Annual Conference
Mark your calendars for June 16-19, 

2021, and join us in Plymouth, 
Minnesota, for the Annual Conference! 
It will be hosted by our AFLC Schools 
and is a great opportunity to hear what is 
going on in the AFLC as a whole and see 
the new Student Life Center that is 
currently being built. 

Visit aflc.org/about-us/conferences 
for information about housing options 
and children and youth activities.

“Prepare the Way  
of the Lord”

Isaiah 40:3

Visit  

AFLC.ORG/2021REGISTRATION

The FLBC Alumni Association is 
sponsoring a Picnic in TRF July 
18! There will be an evening 
picnic at Oakland Park with food 
and activities! This is NOT just 
for alumni of the Free Lutheran 

Bible College in Plymouth, it’s for all who love 
the school and wish to support it and enjoy 
picnic fellowship!

The closest Alumni 
Picnic used to be Fargo. 
Now we get an official 
one here in TRF. Hurray!

The new Student Life 
Center hosted the 2020 
and 2021 graduation 
services for the Bible 
College in Plymouth this 
year! The outside was even 
landscaped with green 
grass! 

Dr. Brent Olson
Old Testament professor at our Free Lutheran 

Bible College and 
Seminary, Rev. Brent Olson 
(left), became Rev. Dr. 
Brent Olson, PhD in May! 
The Lord brought Dr. 
Olson through a decade of 
juggling heavy loads at the 
Free Lutheran Schools 
with the rigors of pursuing 
a PhD from Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. Praise 
the Lord! Dr. Olson will 
speak at our fall special 
meetings this year!

FLBC Alumni Picnic Here!
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Building Update! 
The month of May has been a very busy one for 

the crews working on the addition. Since our last 
update, the slab and sidewalks have been poured. The 
framing crews started on the walls on the 12th of May 
and were setting rafters by the next week. 

The last week of May we will see the 
completion of all framing, including the front radius 
wall. This will definitely be a focal point on the 
addition. We can also anticipate shingling to start 
towards the end of this week. Throughout the month 

of June we will see the windows, siding, and the 
exterior stone work to be done. Also, the electrical 
and mechanical rough-in work will be started as well. 

We are currently about one week ahead of 
schedule, with a completion date in August. We have 
been fortunate to have good weather and no delays, 
due to material lead times. Our General Contractor 
has done a wonderful job securing materials for the 
project.

—Building Committee

The new photo directory for Our Saviour's and Reiner is 
printed! We formatted and photographed in-house this time. It 
isn't done by professionals, 
but it is functional and easy to 
update. 

Directories can be great 
tools to help us learn names, 
pray for each family, and reach 
out to one another through 
the provided contact 
information. Please notify the 
office of any updates to 
addresses and contact 
information as they occur!

Photo DirectoryMoms are Great!

Ryan Mosher helped some Sunday 
School students pot flowers for their 
moms on Mother’s Day!
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WMF (Women’s Missionary Federation) 
meets on Saturday, June 19, at 9:00 a.m.

Devotions: Barb Molskness 

Bible Study: Arlene Johanning 

Hostesses: Marlene Lund 
Jackie Mauch 
Kristin McKenzie 

WMF for June   

Family Camp evening speaker will be Pastor Wade Mobley from the AFLC schools, and the Mission 
Speaker will be Pastor Earl Korhonen, Director of AFLC World Missions. Let us know if you are coming by 
emailing Sonia at soniaanddon@gmail.com so they will know how many to prepare for. 

In June we will begin a new 
study on the book of Exodus by 
Jen Wilkin! Join us!

• Learn the deeper 
theological implications of 
stories you’ve known for years. 

• Understand how God 
protects His children and 
prioritizes their worship of 
Him above all else. 

• Explore how God 
provided deliverance for His 
children to be able to worship Him freely and how it 
affects our lives today. 

ACTS 16 Connection 
Men, take note of this Friday morning event 

for all men interested in growing in lay leadership 
and learning about licensed lay ministry. The Acts 
16 Connection will be held at Our Saviour’s, June 
11, 8:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. The event is being led by 
our AFLC president, Pastor Lyndon Korhonen.

8:30 to 8:55 | Devotions, Rev. Alex Amiot
9:00 to 9:25 | “The Call to Serve”  

AFLC President Rev. Lyndon Korhonen
9:30 | “The History of the Lay Movement”  

Home Missions Director
     Rev. Jim Johnson
10:15 to 10:40 | Practical Session:  

Rev. Michael Brandt 
11:00 to 11:25 | “My Experience”  

Eric Westlake, AFLC Lay Pastor
11:30 | Introductions
12:00 | Lunch provided
12:30 | Closing prayer
Contact Our Saviour's Lutheran Church 

with any questions. (681-4643, 
oursavioursaflc@mncable.net)

Tuesday Women’s  
Bible Study 

mailto:soniaanddon@gmail.com
mailto:soniaanddon@gmail.com


Serving the Congregation in June

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Ed Van De Streek, Carol Halvorson, Gordon Johnson
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olson
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Hulda Sigerud 
BEEHIVE HOMES OF MOORHEAD, 1006 CADDY AVE. MOORHEAD, MN 56560 ATT: RUBY N 

Ruby Nygard
Do you know someone connected to our congregation who should be on this list? 

Call or email Rachel Mattson in the office, 681-4643, oursavioursaflc@mncable.net.
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“[O Lord], do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent.” 
Psalm 71:9

Mark Your Calendars! 
Galilee Camps: Teen, June 22-27; Camp Sunday, June 27; Pre-Teen, Jun 27-July 1;   
Family Camp, July 14-18  galileebiblecampmn.org  
Faith on Fire, Drama Presentation at Our Saviour’s,  June 29, 7:00 p.m.
FLY ONE NIGHT from the FLY Committee, July 7, 2021

Auditors  Greeters

Flowers: Maureen Giffen June 6 Randy Ayers, Darren Leier Rodney and Patti Carlson 

Music: Carmen Gustafson June 13 Don Balmer, John Sannes Renee Jimison, Joy Kaushagen

Altar: Twila R. Marilynn W.   June 20 Alex Carlson, Wayne Peterson Troy and Nanette Austad

Communion: Steve D., Jeff D. June 27 Steve Dahl, Richard Olson Brandi Larson, Landon Jarshaw

 FLY News

June 6-10      
VBS 5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. FLY has 
been asked to help out when you 
can. Thank you!

Pre-teen and Teen Camps
If you’d like to attend either Pre-
teen or Teen camp, please let Dara 
know. The church will pay your way!

June 6      
FLY officer and advisor meeting 
after church in the youth room.

FLY ONE NIGHT July 7

All are welcome at United in 
Greenbush for the livestream! 
6:00 p.m. supper provided.

FLY Advisors E-mail 

Troy Dyrdal, 218-686-2027 
tdyrdal67@gmail.com

Dara Dyrdal, 218-686-3976 
daralee77@hotmail.com

Mark Esala, 218-681-4317 
mark.esala@yahoo.com

Janette Esala 
jmesala@yahoo.com

Joel Mattson 218-874-2604 
mattsonjoel.14@gmail.com

Rachel Mattson 
rachelmattson20@gmail.com

http://galileebiblecampmn.org
http://galileebiblecampmn.org
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