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Our Brother Will Rise Again.

I stood at Jason’s bedside. My heart broke 
for Jenni, McKenzie, Brenden, and Jason’s 
family and friends. Now he was gone, having 
breathed his last just minutes before. He was 
my friend, my brother.

My mind recalled how in the Gospels, 
whenever Jesus met sick or dead people, He 
healed them and turned death into life. A cry 
entered my heart, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died!”

That’s the truth, isn’t it? If 
Jesus was engaging in His earthly 
ministry now instead of 2,000 
years ago, and if He was traveling 
these parts instead of Galilee and 
Judea, and if he happened to come 
across Jason alive, He would have 
healed him. And if He was 
standing with me at Jason’s 
bedside just minutes after he 
breathed his last, Jesus would have 
restored his breath and health. The ONLY 
recorded time Jesus didn’t heal or restore life 
was in the case of John the Baptist, the last and 
greatest of the Old Testament prophets who 
prepared the way for Christ’s coming. EVERY 
other time Jesus encountered sick or suffering 
people who believed in Him, He healed them.

Standing there, I felt a mixture of grief 
and hope like Martha and Mary as they 
mourned the death of Lazarus, their brother, in 
John chapter eleven. Mary cried, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” Then she wept. Jesus wept with her.

Martha had separately expressed the same 
sentiment, but with hope explicitly mixed in, 
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But even now I know that 
whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”

This was my feeling. Faith in the promises 
of God, yet grief at the loss of my brother, and a 
longing that Jesus would have been standing 
there with us, active in His earthly ministry, 

going about preaching the Kingdom 
and healing the sick—healing Jason.
       Will Jesus raise Jason from the 
dead? What did He say to Martha? 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will 
rise again.’ Martha said to Him, ‘I 
know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.’”
       With Martha, we grieve with 
hope. The pain of loss is sharp and 
deep, so we lament. Yet the sure hope 
of eternal life remains, so we believe. 

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in Me, though he may 
die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes 
in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Jason still lives with Christ. His soul has 
departed and is with Christ, and at the return of 
the Lord his body will rise imperishable as God 
makes all things new. His grave will be as empty 
as the Lord’s was on Easter Sunday. Our brother 
will rise again.

Peace be with you, Pastor Alex Amiot
Jason’s obituary: www.johnsonfuneralservice.com.

https://www.johnsonfuneralservice.com/obituary/jason-miller
https://www.johnsonfuneralservice.com/obituary/jason-miller


Law thanks to the saving work of Jesus Christ 
(John 8:36). Paul says that where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom (2 Corinthians 
3:17). Thanks to the work of Christ, we are 
freed from the slavery of sin, and of the law. 

Our salvation has been secured, so we are 
slaves to no one in that regard. However, we 
are not to use this freedom in order to indulge 
in whatever we want. Rather, we are to use our 
new freedom to be the dutiful servants to all 
that Luther describes.

 We are to use our new freedom to serve 
our neighbors. Sometimes that may mean 

sacrificing some of our 
freedom in order to keep 
a weaker brother or sister 
from stumbling into sin 
(Romans 14). Other times, 

it might mean sacrificing 
those rights and freedoms so that others can 
hear the Gospel (1 Corinthians 9:19). 

This doesn’t mean we have to become 
doormats as Christians, but it does mean that 
we should be thinking about who our 
neighbors are and finding out ways to serve 
them as best we can within our gifts and 
vocations when we can. 

So, as you continue to think about 
freedom, rejoice in the freedom that Christ 
has won for you, and ponder ways you can use 
that freedom to serve your neighbors. In this 
way, you will begin to both understand and 
experience what it means to be both a 
“perfectly free lord” and a “perfectly dutiful 
servant.” 

Blessings, Intern Michael Onstad

“On the Freedom of a Christian” is in the public 
domain and is free on Amazon Kindle under the 

title, “Concerning Christian Liberty.”

“A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, 
subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly 
dutiful servant of all, subject of all, subject to 
all.” These are the words of Martin Luther in 
his famous work, “On the Freedom of a 
Christian.” 

Freedom and equality seem to be in the 
news more lately, and we’re heading toward 
the ultimate day of freedom for us Americans, 
the 4th of July. On the 4th of July, we think 
about and celebrate our freedom and birth as 
a nation in a variety of ways. Many 
Minnesotans (and North Dakotans) perhaps 
head to the lake with the 
family to spend a few days 
away. For those who stay 
home, there usually are 
parades and other 
festivities going on 
throughout the day (shout 
out to everyone who plans these events, 
especially the ones in Park River. I have yet to 
see a town beat their 4th of July festivities!), 
with towns all around the country ending the 
day with a display of fireworks.

Freedom is a wonderful thing, and it is 
worth celebrating. However, I think in 
America today we can get a little confused as 
to what freedom really means. Many in 
America equate freedom to speaking and 
doing whatever they want. And that’s true, to 
an extent. However, the freedom to simply do 
whatever your heart wants to do isn’t really 
freedom at all. It’s simply slavery to your 
passions and desires, which are both 
corrupted by our sinful nature. 

As Christians, we have a different 
definition of freedom than the rest of the 
world does, and I think Luther’s famous quote 
at the beginning of this article sums it up well. 
We Christians have been set free from the 

“Free to Serve,” by Intern Michael Onstad 

“On the Freedom of a Christian” 
by Martin Luther



VBS is August 3–5 in the 
evenings! Our VBS will be virtual 
this year. Please register online at 
oursavioursaflctrf.com/
vbs_registration or call the 
church office at 681–4643 and 

leave a message. 
Packets will be 
available for pick up 
at church the week of 
July 26. The exact 

pick up times will be announced 
soon. The packet will include the 
lessons, craft supplies, and a 
snack.

A link will 
be provided 
by email to 
invite you to a 
Zoom 
meeting. At 

VBS each night we will sing 
songs, have the opening and 
closing, hear the Bible story, and 

do memory work. 
This will last 
approximately forty 
minutes. Then you 
will do the craft and 
eat your snack. 
Please join us for 
this fun-filled time!

Rainforest Explorers Vacation Bible School, August 3–5

We are studying the 12 
Principles of the AFLC for 
Wednesday night Bible Study. 
The fifth principle states, “The 
Congregation directs its own 
affairs, subject to the authority of 
the Word and Spirit of God.” As 
we go forward, the council is 
seeking to do right by the 
congregation in our decisions. 

With ll Timothy 3:16 in mind, 
“All Scripture is breathed out by 

God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness,” we 
are praying that we are lead by 
the Holy Spirit. John 14:26 says, 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, He will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance 
all that I have said to you.” As the 
Holy Spirit guides, may we be 
listening and praying for our 

congregation. On Monday July 27, 
2020 at 7:00 p.m., we will have an 
in-person quarterly meeting for 
the whole congregation in the 
sanctuary. Please pray for this and 
attend.

Everyone is important to the 
congregation.

In Christ,
Don Balmer, Chairman

Quarterly Meeting Announcement, July 27, 7:00 p.m.

During these months of 
isolation, have you wanted to 
hear and share the Word in 
person with other women (from 
six feet away, of course!)? Then 
consider joining us on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 in the 
Fellowship Hall at Our Saviour’s.

We are studying the book of 
Hebrews with the help of a study 
book by Jen Wilkin entitled 
Better. So far, we have learned 

how Jesus is 
better than 
angels, and 
currently, we 
are learning 
how Jesus is 

better than Moses, Lesson three.
We are following all the 

guidelines of Our Saviour’s 
COVID-19 plan, and that allows 
us to serve coffee! We just ask 
that you wear a mask, if at all 

possible, and sit at least six feet 
away from another person. Hand 
sanitizer is recommended and 
available.

If you need a book, let me 
know. We would love to have you 
join us—no pressure. You will not 
be asked to read or pray out loud!

Please call Avis Dyrud if you 
have questions.

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study

https://oursavioursaflctrf.com/vbs_registration
https://oursavioursaflctrf.com/vbs_registration
https://oursavioursaflctrf.com/vbs_registration
https://oursavioursaflctrf.com/vbs_registration


Luke and Andrea Borsvold are pleased to 
announce the birth of their daughter, Freya Joy, born 
June 18. She weighed 7 pounds and measured 21.5 
inches long. She was greeted by her adoring big 
brother Torsten upon arriving home. Proud 
grandparents include Joel and Jennifer Borsvold of 
Thief River Falls, and Sam and Diane Grandstrand of 
Stephen. Great grandmothers include Beverly 
Borsvold of Strandquist, Beverly Pagnac of Stephen 
and Edythe Grandstrand of Karlstad.

Rejoicing with those who Rejoice!

W
e
d
d
i
n
g
s

Joel and Rachel Mattson Eric and Maisie Molskness
Married June 27, 2020, on the 

Chester Charles II charter boat at 
Itasca State Park, MN.

Married June 20, 2020, at the Free 
Lutheran Bible College and Seminary 
chapel in Plymouth, MN.

Freya Joy Borsvold

Praise the Lord! Pastor Kevin Hall, 
2020 Free Lutheran Seminary graduate, 
was installed at Westaker Free 
Lutheran in Newfolden on June 21. His 
family is pictured above at his 
ordination service at Bethel Free 
Lutheran in Grafton on June 14. Last 
month they attended one of our drive-
in services. We are so excited to have 
them in our NW MN district!

Pastor Kevin Hall
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