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CHURCH NEWS
July 
2022

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

Vacation Bible School!

Thank you to all who attended and helped with VBS this year! Our many volunteers each year 
make VBS an amazing experience for all of our youth. We were also blessed to have a summer team 
from the Free Lutheran Bible College, who led the music, taught the Bible lesson, and played the games 
with all our students. 

Make plans to 
join the greater 
church family at 
Galilee Bible Camp 
on July 6-10. God’s 
Word will be taught 
along with great 
fellowship, food, and 
fun! We hope to see 
you there! 



My Promise 
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As my friend, Scott Erickson, made his 
ordination vow at the 2022 AFLC Annual 
Conference, I remembered making the same 
promises five years ago. Like 
Scott, I had been nervous to 
recite the vow from memory in 
front of a full congregation. But 
also like Scott, I meant every 
word.

I, Alex Amiot, do promise 
and witness in the presence of 
God: (I was not just expressing an 
intention, I was binding myself to 
a vow before the Lord.)

That I will faithfully 
preach the divine doctrines… (I am not going to 
preach my own ideas or push my opinions. I will 
preach the teachings that come from God.)

…contained in the writings of the 
prophets and the apostles… (Prophets is 
shorthand for the Old Testament, and apostles is 
shorthand for the New Testament. In other words, 
the Bible is true, and I will proclaim it.)

…and in the symbolical books… 
(Symbolical books is a fancy way of saying our 
confessional documents or official summaries of the 
faith. In the AFLC the “symbolical books” that we 
recognize as true summaries of the teachings of 
God’s Word are the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene 
Creed, the Athanasian Creed, the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession, and Luther’s Small 
Catechism. These add nothing to Scripture, but 
serve to highlight its main teachings.)

…and in the Fundamental Principles of 
the Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations; (The Fundamental Principles are 
the AFLC’s 12-point summary of what Scripture 
teaches the congregation is and what the 
congregation does. In short, God sees the local 
congregation as the right form of His kingdom of 
on earth, He places the congregation under the 
authority of His Holy Spirit and His Word, and He 
is pleased to work through coordinated efforts of 

multiple congregations in the support of endeavors 
that are too great for a single congregation to 
facilitate such as a seminary and missions work.)

That I will properly administer 
the holy sacraments as instituted 
by Jesus Christ and as prescribed 
in the ritual of the congregations I 
will serve: (To properly administer 
Holy Communion and Baptism begins 
with confessing what they are 
according to Scripture: they are means 
whereby God delivers His saving grace 
and the gift of faith. Whether the 
ritual of the congregation is to use 
grape juice or wine, to use a common 

cup or individual cups, to commune once per 
month or every Sunday are matters of 
congregational freedom.)

That in the discharge of my official 
duties and in all other respects I will 
endeavor to live as becomes a right minister 
of the Word of God. (I promise to practice what 
I preach. I seek to live according to the 
qualifications of a minister in Titus 1:6–9. I will fall 
short of the impossibly high standard, but my sin 
will be met with Christ’s forgiveness as I daily 
humble myself before Him in confession of sin and 
rise before Him in faith, seeking anew to live in a 
manner worthy of the calling we all have received 
as Christians.)

All this I promise to fulfill, relying on 
the help that God alone can give me. (Again, 
this is not just a good intention. I bind myself to 
this ordination vow in the sight of God, trusting in 
His strength, not my own, to carry out the sacred 
ministry of His Word in your midst.)

It is good to revisit the promises we make. 
Whether they are your marriage vows or your 
church membership promises or this ordination 
vow of mine, we need God’s strength and mercy to 
carry us through to the fulfillment of our 
commitments. So help us, God.

In Christ, Pastor Amiot
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FLBC Alumni Picnic
The FLBC Alumni Association is sponsoring a picnic in Thief  
River Falls, MN on July 24, 2022. Join us for an evening picnic at 
Oakland Park with food and activities. This event invitation is  
intended for all alumni and friends of the Free Lutheran Bible  
College. Come on out and enjoy picnic fellowship with us! 

RSVP at FLBC.edu/events

2022
PLACE:     
Oakland Park

DATE:    
July 24, 2022

TIME:    
4-7 PM

THIEF RIVER FALLS RSVP “Last Thursday, I was elected to serve as 
president of our national church body, the AFLC. 
It grieves me to leave this wonderful 
congregation in Fargo and to leave parish 
ministry. It is a new venture that Brittany and I 
didn't expect, and that is scary to think about at 
times, but I keep coming back to verses like 
Isaiah 41:10. "Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand." 

“Even now, God's promise to help me makes 
me smile. He is all-powerful, He is able, and He is 
with me. He proved that when He sent the 
Messiah, Immanuel, which means "God with us." 
The God of the Universe is with us! That Good 
News melts our fear and brings peace and joy for 
the path that God directs.

“Please pray for Brittany and me and our 
baby-on-the-way in this time of transition. Pray 
for St. Paul's as they begin the search for a new 
pastor, and pray that God would continue to lead, 
guide, and bless the AFLC. We're excited to 
begin this new chapter of life in the fall!” 

— Rev. Micah Hjermstad, president elect of 
the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations.

Rev. Raynard Huglen visiting with Rev. 
Adam Osier, Dean of FLBC, holding his son 
Luther. Pastor Huglen spoke at the evening 
service of the Annual Conference, celebrating the 
6oth anniversary of the AFLC. 

New President  
of the AFLC



AFLC Annual Conference 2022

AFLC pastors prayed for newly ordained Pastor Scott 
Erickson during the opening service.

Business sessions were held in the gym at the 
Association Retreat Center, near Osceola, WI.

Pastor Kirk Flaa joins the conference worship during 
the opening service.

Pastor Frank Cherney (right) reads the vitae for 
Pastor Scott Erickson (left), a 2022 FLS graduate who 
was ordained in the opening service.

Prayer time was held daily.Members of the Women's Missionary Federation 
board sing their conference report.

All photos are curtesy of Ruth Gunderson, The Lutheran Ambassador. 
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FLY Summer Fun!

The youth of our church had fun on June 12 at the Falls 
Stay and Play, playing mini golf and driving go-carts!  Mark 
your calendars for July 17 for a bonfire at Pastor Amiot’s 
house! 

Baby Baker

Baker Brian Molskness, born 
on June 4, 2022, at 7 lbs. 9 oz., to 
Eric and Maisie Molskness. 

Little Fingers

Hubert 
Miller playing 
piano prelude at 
Reiner. 

Bridal Shower
Please join us on Saturday, 

July 23, at Our Saviour’s for a 
bridal shower honoring Kendra 
Dyrdal, bride-to-be of Caleb 
Dyrud. Beginning with a brunch at 11:00 a.m., the shower 
will include a short program and a time of gift opening. 
Kendra is registered at Target.

Baby Charles

Charles Vernon Elwell was born 
June 15 at 7 lb 14 oz, 21 inches, to Tony 
and Kate Elwell. Mom and baby boy 
are doing great! 



Serving the Congregation in July
Auditors Greeters

Flowers: Lorraine Sannes July 3 Alex C., Tim M.  Dean and Marilynn Wolff 

Music: Naomi Peterson July 10 Darren L., Richard O. Steve and Laureen Byron 
Altar: Sonia B., Marilynn W. July 17 Don B., Wayne P. Joy Kaushagen, Renee Jimison 

Communion: Glenn, Steve, Loiell July 24 Dave R., Richard C. Steve and JoyAnn Dahl 
July 31 Loiell D., John S. Richard and Carol Clark 

Upcoming Events
July 6–10, Family Camp at Galilee Bible Camp

July 18, Quarterly Meeting, 7:30 p.m.  
July 24, FLBC Picnic at Oakland Park, TRF

August 21, Parish Day Picnic
 10:30 a.m. at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

August 21, Parish Education Expo 

 Abundant Life Free Lutheran Church

 Supper at 5 p.m. and presentation from 6-8 p.m.

October 14–16, Special Meetings at Our 
Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Martin Horn, 7:00 p.m. services, 
Friday through Sunday evening.

6

Monthly Prayer for our Pastor 

Saturday, July 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.
Devotions: Judy Weleski 

Bible Study Leader: Judy Olson

Hostesses: Nicole Lingen 
Pamela Pals 

July WMF MeetingParish Ed Expo 
Join us on Sunday evening, August 21, for the 

Parish Ed Expo held at Abundant Life Lutheran 
Church in Thief River Falls. Marian Christopherson, 
Parish Education Director of Ambassador 
Publications, will be giving a presentation on 
“Digital Resources of our Parish Educators.” Supper 
is from 5 -6 p.m. with the presentation following 
from 6 -8 p.m.

NW MN District  
WMF Summer Retreat 
On July 29-30, 2022, please join our Northwest 

Minnesota WMF district women for a summer retreat 
held at Galilee Bible Camp. The host WMF is Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church of Argyle, MN.

Lord, I lift up the hands of my pastor and his family. Place them in the shelter of the Most High to rest in 
the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, You are their refuge and fortress. You will preserve their family 
time. You will cover their home. Your faithfulness will meet their financial needs in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). You 
will command Your angels to guard them as they travel and win the lost. You have said, “I will be with [them] in 
trouble, I will deliver (them] and honor [them]. With a long life, I will satisfy [them] and show [them] my 
salvation" (Ps. 91:15-16). In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Ushers Announcement
Starting Sunday, July 10, ushers will resume 

the passing of the offering plates to members of 
the congregation during the morning worship 
service. 
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