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John 1:43-51 (NKJV) 
43 The following day Jesus wanted to go 
to Galilee, and He found Philip and said 
to him, “Follow Me.”  
 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the 
city of Andrew and Peter.  
 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found Him of whom 
Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” 
 
46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
Him, and said of him, “Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” 
 

 
48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You 
know me?” 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under 
the fig tree, I saw you.” 
 
49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” 
 
50 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.”  
 
51 And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

 
Come and See 

 
Little known fact about me: I’m someone who gets very, very excited to see the reactions 

to gifts I give to my loved ones. Taylor knows this fact well, and she will  tease me 
good-naturedly about it whenever we come up on Christmas, birthdays, and other gift giving 
occasions. She does this because I’ve been known to spoil the surprise in my excitement (but, by 
the grace of God, not the proposal!). But, in my own defense, when I give a gift to the people I 
love, be it to her, friends, or family, I’m excited to see their reaction! I’ve been told I’m a decent 
gift giver (especially by Taylor), and it warms my heart so much to see them receive my gift and 
rejoice in it. Because of this, I can kind of relate to Philip in today’s text. Philip was, at least 
from what I can tell, pretty excited to tell his friend Nathaniel about this guy Jesus. However, 
Nathaniel’s reaction wasn’t what Philip was expecting. Nathaniel kind of shrugged it off and 
didn’t quite believe the news that Philip had brought him. However, Philip simply told Nathaniel 
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to “come and see.” In the same way, Jesus calls you to follow Him, to “come and see” who He 
is and what He’s done. 

John, through this story of Philip and Nathaniel, is inviting us to come and see the One 
whom Moses and the prophets spoke of, to come and see the One who has sought you and found 
you, and to come and follow the One who has called you and redeemed you. 

To begin, though, let’s establish some context regarding this invitation to come and see 
the One whom Moses and the prophets spoke of. 

Philip’s confession of faith in verse 45 is an astounding one, and I think it runs the risk of 
being overlooked when reading this text because for him to say that they have found “him of 
whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote” is a big deal. 

This statement is one of many verses that tie together the Old and New Testaments. Ever 
since the beginning of the Old Testament, the people of Israel had been waiting for their 
promised Messiah. Throughout the New Testament, the Old Testament is often referred to as the 
“law” and the “prophets”. The “law” refers to the first five books of the Bible, all written by 
Moses under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The “prophets” refer to all the historical books 
(think Joshua, Judges, Ruth, both Samuels, both Kings, etc.), and all of the books authored by the 
prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah, Amos, etc.). There is a third category, called the “writings,” 
which refer to the Psalms, Proverbs, etc., but we don’t hear that referred to all that much. The 
Old Testament Scriptures are often referred to as “the law and the prophets”.  

In “the law and the prophets,” in the Old Testament, we find many promises and 
prophecies that pointed forward to Christ. Some highlights in “the law,” in the books that were 
written by Moses, include God’s promise to Eve in Genesis 3:15 when He promises that Eve’s 
seed would crush the head of the serpent, God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12 to make him 
into a “great nation” and bless all people through him, and God’s promises to Abraham’s 
descendants Isaac, Jacob, and Judah, throughout the subsequent chapters of Genesis. 

In “the prophets,” in the rest of the books, the two places I think of most are 2 Samuel 7 
and most of the book of Isaiah. 2 Samuel 7 details God’s promise to King David to establish 
David’s throne forever, referring to Christ, who is of David’s lineage and family, establishing 
His eternal reign as the ruler over all things. There are also a host of Messianic prophecies in the 
book of Isaiah, and the other prophets as well. Chapters 40-55 of Isaiah, especially, contain a 
handful of prophecies about the Servant of the Lord, with Isaiah 52:13-53:12 being the most well 
known one. That passage describes the Servant of the Lord being “pierced for our 
transgressions” and being “crushed for our sins (or iniquities)”. Isaiah, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, might as well have been right there at the crucifixion because that’s exactly what 
happens to Jesus, the Servant of the Lord, on the cross, so that by his wounds we may be healed 
of our sin. 

So, getting back to our text, Philip is inviting Nathanael to come and see the one whom 
the Scriptures foretold. Nathanael doesn’t believe him at first, thinking “what good can come of 
that backwater town of Nazareth?” It’s like saying “ how can the Messiah come from St. Hilaire, 
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or Viking, or some other little small town that we pass by on the highway?” It’s not so much an 
indictment on the town itself, but rather a “really? He came from THAT town? I would have 
thought he’d come from Jerusalem, or Minneapolis, or some big, famous city like that.” 

But instead of arguing with Nathanael, Philip just says “come and see.” He invites 
Nathaniel to come and see the one whom they had found. Or, rather, the one who had found 
them. Philip invites Nathaniel, and by extension, John invites us, to come and see the one whom 
Moses and the prophets spoke of, and to come and see the One who has sought you and found 
you. 

Note the finding language in the text. There’s a good amount of it. Philip finds Nathanael, 
Philip tells him that they have found the one, Jesus finds/sees Nathanael under the fig tree. And 
before this passage began, Jesus found his disciples. 

From the beginning, Jesus took the initiative to seek and find his disciples. In the same 
way, he takes the initiative and seeks us out as well. 

In the text, it says that Jesus knew Nathanael before he even talked to him. Verse 47 
starts with Jesus seeing Nathaniel and proclaiming him as “an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” By this, Jesus means that Nathaniel is an honest, sincere man. He isn’t manipulative or 
has some secret agenda. He’s a “straight shooter,” an honest Israelite. 

Nathaniel, understandably, is confused at this and is like “umm, have we met? How do 
you know me?”And then Jesus says in verse 48, “before Philip talked to you, I saw you under the 
fig tree.” At this, Nathaniel falls down and confesses Jesus as the Son of God and King of Israel 
(a reference to that promise to David I mentioned earlier from 2 Samuel). We don’t know what 
exactly Nathaniel was doing under the fig tree, but whatever it was, Jesus saw it, and saw into 
Nathaniel’s heart and soul, and that convicted him and opened Nathaniel’s eyes to who Jesus is. 

In a similar way today, Jesus knows you and seeks you out as well. Jesus, as the 
God-man, knows you more intimately than you know yourself, and desires to know you and seek 
you out. Now that should both terrify you, and comfort you. It should terrify you because he 
knows your sin. He knows all of your sinful thoughts, all of those sins that you have tried to hide, 
all of them. He knows those angry thoughts you’ve had about your neighbor. He knows those 
quick, hidden glances you’ve quickly taken when no one’s looking. He knows about every sinful 
desire, thought, and deed you have ever done in your entire life. 

But, even though Jesus knows every sinful thought, word, and deed you have done, he 
still seeks you out anyway. He seeks you out in order to save you. He does not want you to be a 
slave to your sin any longer. He comes, seeks you out, and calls you to repent of your sins, 
receive forgiveness, and follow Him. He tells you, just like he told the disciples, to come and 
follow. 

Come and follow the One who has called you and redeemed you. 
Jesus has sought you out to save you. He died on the cross for your sins, and was raised 

for your forgiveness. Despite knowing you and your sin, he still loves you so much that he came 
and took your sin on the cross, died the death that you deserved, and then beat death once and for 
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all with his resurrection. Because of that gracious, merciful, loving work, Jesus seeks you out in 
order to deliver that forgiveness, that redemption, to you. 

To do that, He calls you and redeems you using His Word and His Sacraments. Christ, as 
both God and man, has the same powerful words as God himself. Christ uses His Word to create 
and effect things. So, just as God created the entire world with His words, so too Jesus calls us 
and brings us to faith when he speaks to us in His Word. Notice that he merely had to say 
“follow me” to the disciples, and they followed. Many of his healing miracles were done using 
only His words, as well. 

And the same principle applies when Jesus says that you are forgiven. When you read in 
the Scripture that Jesus died for the forgiveness of your sins, then it is so. When someone else 
reads those words to you, it is so. When Jesus calls you to believe, then the Holy Spirit works 
through those powerful words of Christ to bring you to saving faith. It is so because the Word of 
Christ does what it sets out to do, and that is to seek you out, show you your sin, and call you to 
saving faith in Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

That Word comes to you as you read Scripture, as you do Bible study, as you hear it read 
with others, as you hear it proclaimed on Sunday, however you are reading and hearing the 
Word. That Word may also come attached to visible means, such as the waters of Baptism, or the 
bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. 

The Word there does the same thing. When you are baptized, Christ’s word comes to you 
and works faith in you by proclaiming promises to you. Those promises of Baptism include 
salvation, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and being joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. As you 
are washed with the water, the Word attached to it delivers all those promises directly to you. 

And the same thing happens in the Lord’s Supper. When you partake of the Lord’s 
Supper, the Word comes with the bread and the wine to promise to you that you are partaking of 
Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. In both Sacraments, the Word is working as 
it is attached to the means of water, bread, and wine.  

As you receive the Word and Sacraments and you receive that Word to believe, Christ 
gives you another call: to follow Him as one of His disciples, as one of His redeemed called out 
ones. It is the same call that he gave to the disciples as he first called them. To come and follow 
Him with your entire life. 

Now, that doesn’t mean it’ll be an easy life. It’ll be a life marked with suffering and 
repentance, be it from our own sin or the general sin and brokenness of the world. But we do not 
suffer alone. Christ is with us in His Word, and He abides in us with the Holy Spirit. As we live 
our lives as called out ones, Christ continues to speak to us in His Word, guiding and 
empowering us to follow Him and live lives of repentance and faith. 

And this life of repentance and faith as we follow Jesus often looks like a cycle. Christ 
continues to work conviction of sin where needed through His Word of Law, and He continues 
to forgive sins and comfort and encourage us with His Word of Gospel. Then, as forgiven 
believers, Christ again brings the Law to us as a guide to how we should go and love our 
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neighbor, and we go and do so empowered by the Holy Spirit, using the gifts that we’ve been 
given. This loving work may be simply taking care of your family, it could be evangelism, it 
could be a whole host of things depending on your vocation in life. As we live as Christ’s called 
out ones in our vocations, we’re going to fail. We’re not going to live as we ought to, or do the 
things we’re supposed to do perfectly. And so we return to the convicting work of the Law, and 
the forgiveness of the Gospel. 

We may also live very ordinary lives as followers of Jesus. Our vocations may only 
consist of loving and caring for our families, coming to church, and going to work, remaining 
faithful witnesses as we live those lives. But those are still valuable works and excellent ways of 
following Jesus. And even if you go your entire life without seeing some big miraculous event 
like Jesus promised Nathaniel in verse 51, one day, you, and all the saints will see the greatness 
and glory of Jesus face to face when he returns. 

So come. Come and see the One whom Moses and the prophets spoke of, come and see 
the One who has sought you and found you, and come and follow the One who has called you 
and redeemed you. For Jesus calls you to follow Him, to “come and see” who He is and what 
He’s done. 

Come and see your Savior, and the wonderful gift that He has given freely to you. And 
rejoice in it, for it is the greatest gift you will ever receive. No gift that I, or any other person on 
this planet, can ever trump the gift of salvation that Christ has so graciously given to you, and to 
me. Amen.  
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