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John   18:1–14   (NKJV)  

When  Jesus  had  spoken  these  words,  He  went  out  with  His  disciples  over  the  Brook                
Kidron,  where  there  was  a  garden,  which  He  and  His  disciples  entered. 2 And  Judas,  who                 
betrayed  Him,  also  knew  the  place;  for  Jesus  often  met  there  with  His  disciples. 3 Then  Judas,                  
having  received  a  detachment of  troops,  and  officers  from  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  came                
there  with  lanterns,  torches,  and  weapons. 4 Jesus  therefore,  knowing  all  things  that  would  come                
upon   Him,   went   forward   and   said   to   them,   “Whom   are   you   seeking?”  

5    They   answered   Him,   “Jesus   of   Nazareth.”  
Jesus  said  to  them,  “I  am He .”  And  Judas,  who  betrayed  Him,  also  stood  with  them. 6                  

Now   when   He   said   to   them,   “I   am    He, ”   they   drew   back   and   fell   to   the   ground.  
7    Then   He   asked   them   again,   “Whom   are   you   seeking?”  
And   they   said,   “Jesus   of   Nazareth.”  
8 Jesus  answered,  “I  have  told  you  that  I  am He .  Therefore,  if  you  seek  Me,  let  these  go                    

their  way,” 9 that  the  saying  might  be  fulfilled  which  He  spoke,  “Of  those  whom  You  gave  Me  I                    
have   lost   none.”  

10 Then  Simon  Peter,  having  a  sword,  drew  it  and  struck  the  high  priest’s  servant,  and  cut                  
off   his   right   ear.   The   servant’s   name   was   Malchus.  

11 So  Jesus  said  to  Peter,  “Put  your  sword  into  the  sheath.  Shall  I  not  drink  the  cup  which                    
My   Father   has   given   Me?”  

12 Then  the  detachment of  troops  and  the  captain  and  the  officers  of  the  Jews  arrested                 
Jesus  and  bound  Him. 13 And  they  led  Him  away  to  Annas  first,  for  he  was  the  father-in-law  of                    
Caiaphas  who  was  high  priest  that  year. 14 Now  it  was  Caiaphas  who  advised  the  Jews  that  it  was                    
expedient   that   one   man   should   die   for   the   people.  
 

In   this   passage   from   John   chapter   eighteen,   Jesus   is   delivered   into   the   hands   of   wicked  
men.   We   pray   in   the   Lord’s   Prayer,   “deliver   us   from   evil.”   In   this   passage,   Jesus   was   delivered  
unto   evil.  

There   are   a   couple   things   to   keep   in   mind   when   studying   this   passage.   The   first   thing   to  
remember   comes   from   what   Jesus   said   in   John   10:17–18,    17    “Therefore   My   Father   loves   Me,  
because   I   lay   down   My   life   that   I   may   take   it   again.    18    No   one   takes   it   from   Me,   but   I   lay   it   down  
of   Myself.   I   have   power   to   lay   it   down,   and   I   have   power   to   take   it   again.   This   command   I   have  
received   from   My   Father.”  

In   John   chapter   eighteen,   Jesus   isn’t   being   outsmarted   by   Judas   or   overpowered   by   the  
temple   guards.   He   is   willingly   laying   down   His   life   that   He   may   take   it   up   again.   Wicked   men  
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were   doing   evil   things:   Judas   betrayed   Jesus;   the   temple   guards   arrested   Him;   Pilate   scourged  
Him;   the   Roman   soldiers   crucified   Him.   

And   yet   isn’t   it   God’s   way   to   use   all   things   for   the   good   of   those   who   love   Him   and   are  
called   according   to   His   purpose.   Jesus   knew   that   His   Father   would   honor   His   sacrifice   for   the  
sins   of   the   world,   so   He   allowed   Himself   to   be   delivered   unto   evil.  

The   second   thing   to   keep   in   mind   is   where   we   fit   in   the   narrative.   Should   we   identify   with  
Jesus’   disciples   or   with   those   who   crucified   Him?   If   you   are   a   baptized   child   of   God,   living   in  
repentance   and   faith,   you   are   a   disciple   of   Jesus.   Continue   following   Christ;   continue   repenting  
of   your   sins;   confessing   unto   God   the   lusts   of   your   flesh   and   your   love   for   the   world,   and   believe  
that   you’re   forgiven   for   Christ’s   sake.   You,   dear   child   of   God,   are   by   faith   a   disciple   of   Christ.  

So   in   a   way   we   can   identify   with   the   disciples—the   good   guys.   We   love   Jesus!   Their  
performance   here   isn’t   very   stellar   though,   so   it’s   not   much   of   a   consolation.   And   actually,   it   is  
perhaps   a   more   honest   reading   when   we   identify   with   Judas,   with   the   temple   guards   who   arrest  
Jesus,   with   Pilate,   with   the   Chief   Priests,   with   the   Roman   Soldiers,   and   with   everyone   that  
yelled,   “Crucify   Him.”   

I’m   suggesting   this   because   of   what   the   Apostle   Peter   said   on   the   day   of   Pentecost   to   the  
crowd   that   had   gathered.   Peter   told   them   in   Acts   2:22–24,    22    “Men   of   Israel,   hear   these   words:  
Jesus   of   Nazareth,   a   man   attested   to   you   by   God   with   mighty   works   and   wonders   and   signs   that  
God   did   through   him   in   your   midst,   as   you   yourselves   know—    23    this   Jesus,   delivered   up  
according   to   the   definite   plan   and   foreknowledge   of   God,    you   crucified   and   killed   by   the   hands  
of   lawless   men .    24    God   raised   him   up,   loosing   the   pangs   of   death,   because   it   was   not   possible   for  
him   to   be   held   by   it.”  

Peter   accused   the   crowd   that   was   before   Him   of   being   guilty   of   the   Lord’s   death,   even  
though   they   themselves   didn’t   drive   the   nails   and   hoist   up   the   cross.   How   could   Peter   say,   “this  
Jesus,   delivered   up   according   to   the   definite   plan   and   foreknowledge   of   God,   you   crucified   and  
killed   by   the   hands   of   lawless   men”?   

It’s   possible   that   these   people   had   a   hand   in   allowing   or   encouraging   the   crucifixion,   but  
it’s   not   necessary.   All   that   Peter   needs   to   know   about   the   crowd   is   that   they   still   have   a   pulse.   If  
they   do,   their   sinful   nature   is   still   active   in   their   members,   and   it   is   that   sin   that   required   a  
sacrifice.  

Who   was   the   guilty   one   that   caused   Christ’s   crucifixion?   Before   the   message   we   sang   the  
precious   hymn,   “Ah,   Holy   Jesus,   How   Hast   Thou   Offended.”   In   the   second   verse   we   sang,   “Who  
was   the   guilty?   Who   brought   this   upon   Thee?   Alas,   my   treason,   Jesus,   hath   undone   Thee.   ’Twas  
I,   Lord   Jesus,   I   it   was   denied   Thee:   I   crucified   Thee.”  

When   we   confess   our   sins   to   God,   do   we   recognize   how   egregious,   how   outstandingly  
bad,   our   sin   is   before   Him?   We   have   crucified   and   killed   Jesus   by   the   hands   of   lawless   men.   

So   as   you   read   the   passion   narrative,   the   events   and   dialogue   of   Thursday   and   Friday   of  
Holy   Week   from   the   Gospels,   keep   these   two   things   in   mind:   Jesus   willingly   allowed   it;   and   our  
sins   caused   it.  
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Jesus   went   with   his   disciples,   minus   Judas   Iscariot,   to   the   Garden   of   Gethsemane   on  
Thursday   night   in   John   chapter   eighteen.   Verse   two   says   that   Judas   knew   Jesus   and   the   disciples  
often   went   there,   so   in   verse   three   he   came   to   betray   Jesus.   He   came   with   troops   and   officers  
from   the   chief   priests   and   Pharisees.   They   carried   lanterns,   torches,   and   weapons.  

These   are   not   Roman   soldiers.   Jesus   doesn’t   get   handed   over   to   them   until   sometime  
Friday   morning.   These   who   came   to   arrest   Jesus   are   temple   guards   and   temple   officials.   They   are  
Jews   who   kept   order   and   security   around   the   temple,   God’s   house   of   prayer,   His   Old-Testament  
gracious   dwelling   place.   But   now   they’re   coming   in   unbelief   and   hardness   of   heart   to   tear   down  
the   true   temple,   Jesus   Himself,   God   in   the   flesh   who   was   dwelling   among   us.  

Their   hard   hearts   are   seen   as   they   reject   an   opportunity   for   repentance,   even   in   the  
Garden   of   Gethsemane.   Jesus   knew   that   His   hour   had   come,   so   in   John   18:4   He   asked   them,  
“‘Whom   are   you   seeking?’    5    They   answered   Him,   ‘Jesus   of   Nazareth.’   Jesus   said   to   them,   ‘I   am  
He .’   And   Judas,   who   betrayed   Him,   also   stood   with   them.    6    Now   when   He   said   to   them,   ‘I   am  
He, ’   they   drew   back   and   fell   to   the   ground.    7    Then   He   asked   them   again,   ‘Whom   are   you  
seeking?’   And   they   said,   ‘Jesus   of   Nazareth.’”  

When   Jesus   first   answered,   “I   am   He,”   an   amazing   thing   happened   in   the   Garden.   Judas  
and   the   whole   troop   with   him   were   suddenly   and   very   briefly   exposed   to   the   almighty   Name   of  
God,   and   they   drew   back   and   fell   down.   What   Jesus   actually   said   was,   “I   am,”   and   in   our   English  
Bibles   we   add   the   word,   “He”   to   help   round   out   the   sentence.   Jesus   is   the   Great   I   Am.   He   is   God  
in   the   flesh.  

“Whom   are   you   seeking?”   “Jesus   of   Nazareth.”   “I   am.”   And   boom,   they’re   on   the  
ground.   When   Isaiah   was   exposed   to   the   holiness   of   God   in   Isaiah   chapter   six,   He   went   down   to  
the   ground   and   confessed   His   sins   and   unworthiness.   God   had   mercy   on   Isaiah   and   pardoned  
Him,   washing   away   His   sin   and   atoning   for   His   guilt.  

But   Judas   stood   back   up.   All   the   troops   and   officers   with   him   stood   back   up.   Do   you   see  
the   opportunity   Jesus   then   gives   them   to   repent?   It   was   as   He   asked   the   second   time,   “Whom   are  
you   seeking?”   If   they   were   broken   hearted   and   contrite   like   Isaiah   they   would   say,   “Woe   is   me.  
Lord,   have   mercy   upon   me,   a   sinner,   I   was   about   to   send   you   to   your   death.”   But   if   their   hearts  
remained   hard   and   bent   on   sinning   against   the   Son   of   God,   then   they   would   answer   a   second  
time,   “Jesus   of   Nazareth.”   And   that’s   what   they   did.   

When   you   are   tempted   to   sin   against   God,   against   your   neighbor,   or   against   yourself,   call  
out   to   the   Lord   for   help.   In   strong   temptation   as   your   deceitful   flesh   is   justifying   to   yourself   why  
sinning   would   be   okay,   the   Holy   Spirit   is   also   present   to   help   you.   His   convicting   work   comes  
and   makes   us   uneasy   with   our   plans   to   sin.   

It’s   as   if   He’s   asking   us,   “whom   are   you   seeking.”   And   our   flesh   answers,   “I’m   seeking   to  
satisfy   the   desires   of   my   flesh”   or,   “I’m   seeking   to   conform   to   the   world.”   And   the   Holy   Spirit  
brings   conviction   and   we   recoil,   knowing   we   shouldn’t   go   headlong   into   sin.   That’s   when   we’re  
like   Judas   and   the   troops   who   were   knocked   back   to   the   ground.  
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At   that   point   when   we’re   in   the   throws   of   temptation,   will   we   be   like   Judas   and   the   troops  
who   persisted   in   sin?   Will   we   too   seek   to   pile   sin   on   top   of   sin,   contributing   further   to   the   cause  
of   Christ’s   death?   Or   will   we   be   like   Isaiah,   cut   to   the   heart   and   calling   upon   the   Lord   for   mercy?   

In   your   hour   of   temptation,   pray.   Jesus   has   given   you   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   In   it   we   pray,  
“deliver   us   from   evil.”   What   does   it   mean   to   pray   “deliver   us   from   evil?”   Luther’s   Small  
Catechism   answers,   “We   pray   in   this   petition,   in   summary,   that   our   heavenly   Father   would  
deliver   us   from   all   manner   of   evil,   whether   it   affect   body   or   soul,   property   or   reputation,   and   at  
last,   when   the   hour   of   death   shall   come,   grant   us   a   blessed   end   and   graciously   take   us   from   this  
world   of   sorrow   to   Himself   in   heaven.”  

This   prayer,   “deliver   us   from   evil,”   address   both   the   evil   that   threatens   our   souls,   like   sin  
and   unbelief,   and   the   evil   that   threatens   our   bodies,   like   sickness,   violence,   and   death.   Regarding  
temptation   and   the   evils   our   souls   need   to   continually   be   delivered   from,   Luther   writes   in   the  
Large   Catechism,   

“Then   comes   the   devil,   inciting   and   provoking   in   all   directions,   but   especially   agitating  
matters   that   concern   the   conscience   and   spiritual   affairs,   namely,   to   induce   us   to   despise  
and   disregard   both   the   Word   and   works   of   God,   to   tear   us   away   from   faith,   hope,   and  
love,   and   bring   us   into   misbelief,   false   security,   [stubborn   sin],   or,   on   the   other   hand,   to  
despair,   denial   of   God,   blasphemy,   and   innumerable   other   shocking   things.   These   are  
indeed   snares   and   nets,   [even],   real   fiery   darts   which   are   shot   most   venomously   into   the  
heart,   not   by   flesh   and   blood,   but   by   the   devil.”   LC,   III,   104.  

This   is   the   evil   we   need   to   be   delivered   from.   When   you   are   tempted,   Jesus   knows   the   struggle.  
He   faced   the   temptations   we   face.   Pray,   “Lord,   help   me.   Deliver   me   from   evil.”   

Because   He   allowed   Himself   in   the   Garden   of   Gethsemane   to   be   delivered   unto   evil,   He  
can   deliver   us   from   evil.   He   provides   ways   of   escape   from   temptation,   and   this   is   one   of   those  
ways.   Pray,   “deliver   us   from   evil.”  

But   the   evil   that   we   need   deliverance   from   isn’t   only   temptation   and   sin.   Again,   the   Small  
Catechism   explains   how   this   is   a   summary   prayer   that   addresses   the   physical   help   we   need,   too.  

“We   pray   in   this   petition,   in   summary,   that   our   heavenly   Father   would   deliver   us   from   all  
manner   of   evil,   whether   it   affect   body   or   soul,   property   or   reputation.”  

So   we   pray   seventh   petition   prayers—deliver-us-from-evil   kind   of   prayers—like,   “Lord,  
end   the   pandemic,”   “Lord,   deliver   my   loved   one   from   cancer,   from   heart   failure,   from   financial  
ruin,   from   overwhelming   stress,   from   loneliness,   and   from   the   temptations   of   the   evil   one  
himself.”   He   hears   your   prayer   because   of   Jesus.  

Because   Jesus   went   willingly   to   the   cross   die   your   death   and   forgive   your   sins,   you   who  
believe   in   Him   will   indeed   be   delivered   from   evil.   Perhaps   you’ll   see   the   deliverance   in   this   life.  
If   so,   give   Him   the   glory.   Or   perhaps   deliverance   will   be   unto   heaven   as   your   loved   one   dies  
believing,   and   departs   to   be   with   Christ.  
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This   is   what   the   Small   Catechism   addresses   when   it   says,   “and   at   last,   when   the   hour   of  
death   shall   come,   [May   our   heavenly   Father]   grant   us   a   blessed   end   and   graciously   take   us   from  
this   world   of   sorrow   to   Himself   in   heaven.”  

Jesus   was   delivered   unto   evil   in   the   Garden   and   at   the   cross   so   that   you   would   be  
delivered   from   evil.   Bring   your   temptations   to   the   Lord   and   He   will   rescue   you   from   evil.   Bring  
your   confessing   hearts   to   the   Lord   and   He   will   forgive   you   of   all   evil.   Bring   your   loved   ones   to  
the   Lord   and   He   will   deliver   them   from   evil,   either   in   this   life   or   the   next.  

As   we   pray   “deliver   us   from   evil,”   may   the   peace   of   God   which   surpasses   all  
understanding   guard   your   hearts   and   minds   in   Christ   Jesus   our   Lord.   Amen.  
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