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CHURCH NEWS
January  
2021

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

The Children’s Christmas 
program took place on 
December 13 as all the grades 
from Sunday school shared in 
song. There was also a video of 
the Christmas story 
performed by children of the 
church in 2016. 

It was a joyful celebration 
of Christ’s birth! 

Children’s Christmas Program 



I think, for most of us, the year of 2020 has 
been a struggle in some way, shape, or form. We’ve 
seen the ugliness of sin in new and graphic ways 
this year, such as the politicization of a virus, riots, 
and the furthering of the divide between neighbors 
over a host of issues. Seeing this unfold over the 
course of the year has certainly been discouraging. 
But for many, a new year seems to bring about new 
hope. Many are hoping 2021 to be better than 2020 
in a host of ways. The writing of New Year’s 
resolutions is one of those ways that people try to 
inject hope into the new year, as those who write 
these resolutions write them with 
the mindset of “new year, new 
me!” And while setting resolutions 
to cultivate good habits and curb 
bad habits is a good practice, 
what if I told you that you have 
already been made new, regardless 
of how faithful you’ve stuck to 
your New Year’s resolutions? 

For those who are in Christ, 
you have already been made new! 2 Corinthians 
5:17-18 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation. The old has passed away, and 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” God, in 
Christ, has reconciled you to Himself and made 
you new! Before, you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins, as Ephesians 2:1 tells us. But now, by grace 
through faith in Christ, you have been made new! 
You are no longer dead in your sin! You are now 
alive to Christ, a new creation. Praise the Lord for 
this wonderful gift! 

How is that gift delivered to you? When are 
you “in Christ”? You become one with Christ by 
faith, especially in Baptism. In the sixth chapter of 
Romans, Paul lays out beautifully this new life that 
the Christian has in Baptism. He begins by saying 
that all who have been baptized into Jesus are 

New Year, New Life 
baptized into his death (6:3). In other words, in 
baptism, you are joined with Christ’s death. Your 
old self was crucified and buried with Christ in 
death so that you would no longer be enslaved to 
sin (6:6). But that’s not all! Paul also says that 
Baptism has joined you to Christ’s resurrection as 
well (6:5)! So just as Christ was raised from the 
dead, so too will you be raised from the dead, along 
with all who believe and are baptized! In fact, by 
faith, you have that death and resurrection now, 
today! You are a new creation in Christ Jesus! You 
have been given a new life right here, right now, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit given 
to you in Baptism (Acts 2:39)! 

      So as we begin a new year, I 
encourage you to remember your 
Baptism. Remember that, whether 
you stick to those New Year’s 
resolutions or not, you have been 
made new! Just as time will (hopefully) 
put the ugliness of 2020 behind us 
and bring us some hope in the new 

year of 2021, remember that Christ has assuredly 
put the ugliness of your sin away and raised you to 
new life in Him. By faith, delivered to you in 
Baptism, you have been crucified with Christ, and 
joined to His resurrection. 

Have a blessed and merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year! 

New Year, New Life 

In Christ, Intern Michael Onstad 
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Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation, 
the old has passed away, and 
behold, the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:17 



On December 8, an advocate with the 
Violence Intervention Project (VIP) in Thief River 
Falls reached out to OSLC regarding an outreach 
opportunity. The VIP is an agency that serves NW 
MN and supports people suffering from domestic 
violence and abuse. They were asking if we would 
be interested in supplying Christmas gifts to bless 
their families this holiday season.

Pastor Amiot brought this to the Deacon 
Board, and we decided this was something we could 
do to quickly make a difference for some local 
people in need. We brought this to the 
congregation and 
were amazed at the 
response of our 
church members. 
Pastor also 
mentioned this 
outreach to Reiner 
members, and we 
were thankful for the 
wonderful 
participation from 
them as well. All in 
all, we were able to 
supply gifts for three of VIP’s client families and 
also give a sizable contribution to be used as 
needed.

We were extremely blessed with the 
opportunity to help others and with the quick and 
more than adequate response from our church 
members. Thank you to all for your gifts and 
prayers for this effort, and thank you to the VIP for 
the opportunity to serve our neighbors in this way. 
God is good!  —Darren Leier

Thank you from the 
Elwells

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
We would like to thank everyone for all the gifts 
that Jack received at his socially distanced baby 
shower! The clothing, toys, books, gifts of money, 
handmade items, and baby essentials were so 
thoughtful and generous. Most of all, the words of 
welcome for Jack touched our hearts. 

We are so blessed that God led us to our 
church home at Our Saviour's, and we are so 
thankful for all the wonderful children of God 
whose family we have joined! Looking forward to 
bringing Jack up in God's Word and being in 
Christian fellowship with you all again, hopefully 
someday soon!

-Tony, Kate, and Jack
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Lutheran Ambassador
Watch for articles by Pastor Amiot and 

Rachel Mattson in the January Lutheran 
Ambassador! To subscribe to our denominational 
monthly publication, contact Maureen Giffen or 
Rachel Mattson for more information. 

WMF Christmas 
Celebration 

VIP Christmas Gifts

The Family WMF Christmas Program which 
was held on December 2 included a short program of 
music and scriptures, complete with a flannel graph 
of characters to help tell the story of our Savior’s 
birth.  You can still view the program on our YouTube 
page if you missed it. 

WMF (Women’s Missionary Federation) 
meets on Saturday, January 16, at 9:00 a.m.

Devotions: Judy Olson
Bible Study: Avis Dyrud 

Hostesses: Renee Jimison
Sharon Peterson-Klopp
Annette Swanson 

WMF, January 16
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Life and Freedom in the Body of Christ   
   by Pastor John Lee

“… And say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’” (Luke 10:3)

May we too go out in the same simplicity as 
these disciples. Carrying with us God’s message 
that there is forgiveness at the foot of the cross, let 
us congregate and organize around the one needful 
thing in our lives and in the lives of those around 
us. Let us cast aside distractions and discontent and 
put away those things that we pierce ourselves with 
and that cause us so much pain. Let us do salvation 
work together for God’s kingdom – our local 
congregation - and start with those dearest to us. 

In this regard, I am particularly thankful for 
the giftings in my home congregation in Brazil. I 
am proud to be counted a member of Campo Largo 
Free Lutheran, whether it is the “Basket of Love” to 
meet the needs of our poorer members or holding a 
worship service in a home, or whether it is sending 
kids to one of our Free Lutheran Youth Bible 
Camps or a Bible Study on God’s will for our 
lives.   

God created our 
congregation to be the 
body of Christ– seeing 
needs, extending a 
helping hand, speaking 
truth into someone’s 
life, and most 
importantly, bringing a 
warming spiritual life 
and a freedom from sin 
to those who are spiritually dead and in bondage.  
May we announce and invite those dear to us to the 
life and freedom found in our churches.

Pastor John Lee, missionary to Brazil, will speak at 
our Missions Conference, February 20–21. This is his 
fourth devotional for our newsletter. John and Hannah 
are pictured with their four daughters: Bethany, Eliza, 
Jane, and Anastasia. 
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Thrivent News
Thank you to Thrivent members who have 

designated their Choice Dollars to Our Saviour's. 
$2588 of Choice Dollars were used towards a camera, 
computer, and other equipment. Remember, any 
Thrivent member may apply for $250 towards a 
Thrivent Action Team project. Please contact Judy 
Olson or Lorraine Sannes if you have questions or 
ideas for a project.

Update on FLBC  
Student Life Center 

The sidewalks have been constructed, and it’s 
getting easier to imagine students walking across 
them to get to the new Student Life Center. Beyond 
that, basketball hoops were hung, and the crew also 
installed the volleyball standards and the center 
dividing curtain in the gym. At the same time, crews 
started hanging lights throughout the facility, 
completed the block work on the lower level locker 
rooms, and made substantial progress on drywall 
work. The future fireplace and coffee shop areas are 
also coming together, and contractors finished 
exterior concrete and asphalt, including striping the 
parking areas.

Student Aid Fund
Every September and January, the funds that 

have accumulated in the Student Aid Fund are 
applied to tuition costs at the Free Lutheran Bible 
College and Seminary for students from our 
congregation who attend. Emalynn Nikunen is 
from Our Saviour’s and is married to seminarian 
Jeremy Nikunen. We have been blessed to support 
them with these gifts toward tuition at the start of 
each fall and spring semester. To give for the spring 
semester, write “Student Aid Fund” in the memo 
on your check or online contribution, or on your 
offering envelope by mid-January. Gifts given after 
the spring semester funds are sent will accumulate 
until they are disbursed in September.



Serving the Congregation in January

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Don Brown, Ed Van De Streek, Carol Halvorson, Gordon Johnson
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olson
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS 

Hulda Sigerud 
BEEHIVE HOMES OF MOORHEAD, 1006 CADDY AVE. MOORHEAD, MN 56560 ATT: RUBY N 

Ruby Nygard
Do you know someone connected to our congregation that should be on this list? Call or email Pamela 

Pals in the office, 681-4643, oursavioursaflc@mncable.net.
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“[O Lord], do not cast me off 
in the time of old age; forsake me 

not when my strength is spent.” 
Psalm 71:9

Looking Beyond January! 
Congregational Annual Meeting, January 23, 2021, 2:00 p.m.
District Midwinter Bible Conference, Pr. Terry Olson, Feb. 5–6, Greenbush
Missions Conference at Our Saviour’s, Pr. John Lee from Brazil, Feb. 20–21
Galilee Camps: Teen, June 22-27; Camp Sunday, June 27; Pre-Teen, Jun 27-July 1; 

Family Camp, July 14-18  galileebiblecampmn.org 

Auditors Sound Greeters

Flowers: Sue Pederson  January 3  Alex C., Tim M. Steve D.  Tim Mickelson

Music: Wanda Vigness January  10 Steve D., Troy D. Christopher D. Randy Ayers
Altar: Marlene J., Annette S. January  17 Jeff D., Dean Wolff Brad M. Steve Byron 

Communion: Steve, Jeff January  24 Bob G., Dave W. Isaac M. Carol Clark 
January  31 Darren L., John S.  Steve D. Randy Cwikla           

January FLY News
January 6, 13, 20, 27

Confirmation, 5:30 p.m. 

FLY Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Registration opens January 5 for the FLY Convention!  To get 
the best price register by February 12. The deposit can be paid from 
the FLY account. Parents can write a check out to FLY for $100 
deposit. As a reminder, you will need to have your insurance 
information available when registering. 

This is the registration link: www.flyconvention.org/

http://galileebiblecampmn.org
http://galileebiblecampmn.org
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