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Isaiah 64:1-8 (NKJV) 
1 Oh, that You would rend the heavens! 
That You would come down! 
That the mountains might shake at Your 
presence— 
 
2 As fire burns brushwood, 
As fire causes water to boil— 
To make Your name known to Your 
adversaries, 
That the nations may tremble at Your 
presence! 
 
3 When You did awesome things for 
which we did not look, 
You came down, 
The mountains shook at Your presence. 
 
4 For since the beginning of the world 
Men have not heard nor perceived by the 
ear, 
Nor has the eye seen any God besides 
You, 
Who acts for the one who waits for Him. 
 
 
 

 
5 You meet him who rejoices and does 
righteousness, 
Who remembers You in Your ways. 
You are indeed angry, for we have 
sinned— 
In these ways we continue; 
And we need to be saved. 
 
6 But we are all like an unclean thing, 
And all our righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags; 
We all fade as a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the wind, 
Have taken us away. 
 
7 And there is no one who calls on Your 
name, 
Who stirs himself up to take hold of You; 
For You have hidden Your face from us, 
And have consumed us because of our 
iniquities. 
 
8 But now, O Lord, You are our Father; 
We are the clay, and You our potter; 
And all we are the work of Your hand. 

 
Come Down! 

Has anyone else over the course of the year had moments of “Lord, come quickly?” We 
all pray for that, but at the very least in my life, there are times when I definitely cannot wait for 
Christ to return and take me away from this veil of tears, from the valley of the shadow of death. 
I even had a Facebook status pop up in my “Facebook memories” that expressed that thought. 
Those times are usually when I was feeling particularly burdened by my sin and I was praying 
that I wouldn’t have to suffer with it any longer, and/or times when the trials and sufferings of 
life have just pressed down upon me and I prayed for deliverance from whatever I was going 
through. Now in today’s text, Isaiah is praying “Lord, come quickly!” He is praying that God 
would come and deliver His people just as He had in Egypt, and would do from Babylon. And 
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while God didn’t answer Isaiah’s prayer right then and there, He did eventually answer the 
prayer with the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Our Father “came down” to Earth in Jesus Christ in order to clean and deliver His 
unclean creation. 

We are the “unclean things.” Israel was in need of deliverance and saving, and so are we. 
But just as God rescued the Israelites from Egypt, Babylon, and their other enemies throughout 
history, He has delivered us today as well in Jesus. And so as people saved by faith, We cry out 
with Isaiah, and all the saints throughout history, “Come down! Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

Now, to begin, we are the “unclean things” in the text. Just as Israel was in need of 
deliverance and salvation, so too we need deliverance and salvation. At this point in Israel’s 
history, their uncleanness had certainly been shown. Specifically at this point in Isaiah, the 
Northern Kingdom had already come and gone through their captivity at the hands of the 
Assyrians. Judah, the Southern Kingdom, had yet to enter the Babylonian captivity, but as you 
read Isaiah you’ll find throughout the book that Isaiah is certainly looking forward to it, talking 
about it, and talking about what comes after it as well. So we’re already a handful of rotations 
through Israel’s “sin and turn to idols, God punishes them, they repent” cycle. We know that, 
despite God’s rescue and deliverance of them from their enemies, they had fallen to idol worship 
a handful of times as well. 

I think a lot of the time we’re prone to shake our head at Israel, and rightfully so. They 
were sinners. They were unclean. Their righteousness was like filthy rags. But the thing is, we 
are not any better today. We’re just as unclean. Our works are just as filthy as the Israelites, for 
it’s as Isaiah says: “there is no one who calls on Your name.” We don’t love God with our whole 
hearts. We have a host of idols in our lives, just like the Israelites. We worship ourselves, our 
money, our safety and security, the government, work, other people, and the list goes on and on 
and on. We gossip, and lie, and cheat, both outwardly and in our hearts. We think impure 
thoughts, rather than thinking and meditating on God’s Word. We want to do things our way, not 
always God’s way, including salvation. We can fall into the trap of trying to save ourselves by 
our works, which is disobedience to God and unbelief in His promises. 

And there are temporal consequences for such idolatry and disobedience. We are 
certainly “consumed because of our iniquities,” as the text says. Those consequences can be as 
“small” as feeling the guilt of sin, all the way up to a broken relationship, jail, and even death, 
just as a few examples. In fact, death is the one way in which our iniquities always consume us. 
We’re all bound to die because the wages of sin is death. When sin entered the world, death 
came with it. And so just as we’re all born in sin, we’re all born to eventually die. 

Another way we can be “consumed” is when we experience and we endure suffering. We 
experience various levels of trials and suffering throughout our lives, all as a result of our own 
sin, and the sin and brokenness of the entire world. Many are certainly suffering in a host of 
ways during this pandemic, and one of the lessons I think we’re learning is that we don’t handle 
suffering well in America. I don’t know if I’d go as far to say that the current pandemic is God’s 
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judgement on the earth, but I’m certain God is attempting to teach us something about our idols 
and where our hearts lie during this time, as He tends to do in all of our suffering. But during all 
of our various sufferings, we cry out for instant relief, which is fair. Crying out to God is 
certainly a fair response to suffering. I think I would go so far to say as it’s a good response. And 
praise the Lord that He hears those cries and has answered them!  

Just as God rescued the Israelites from Egypt and their enemies, He has delivered us 
today as well! 

God did not leave us in our uncleanness! He has delivered us! He has heard our cries! 
Now, as I mentioned before, He didn’t immediately answer Isaiah’s prayer, but He did 

answer it in His Son. God sent us His Son in the “fullness of time” to deliver us from our 
enemies of sin, death, and the devil. 

On Christmas, God answered Isaiah’s prayer to come down. He came down and became 
a man. He came down to earth and took on our flesh, or, put another way, became incarnate, to 
save us. He came down and spent 9 months in Mary’s womb, just as we spent 9 months in our 
mothers’ womb. God came down in the Incarnation of His Son, Jesus Christ, submitted himself 
to the law, experienced all the frailty of human life, such as hunger, thirst, fatigue, and even 
temptation. But Jesus lived a perfect life, rather than succumbing to temptation. 

And what did He get for that? Death. Death on a cross. But that death was for you. He 
died so that you could be cleansed of your sin. He died so that death would not have you forever. 
He died in order to buy you back from sin, death, and the devil. And by faith in that death on the 
cross for you, his innocence, his righteousness, becomes yours. In his death, he took on our 
punishment, so that we may have his innocence and righteousness given to us by faith. 

And not only did Jesus, the God-man who came at Christmas, die for you, He rose again 
for you, defeating sin, death, and the devil for you. So by faith in that resurrection, you too may 
know that your sins are forgiven, they are dealt with, and that you will rise again when Christ 
returns. Jesus’ resurrection was the guarantee that YOU will rise on the last day, dear saint. And 
when Christ comes again in “the fullness of time,” as He promised He would, He will take us 
who believe to the new heaven and new earth to be with him forever. He will rend the heavens, 
as Isaiah prays. He will come down again. I don’t know for sure if the mountains will shake, but 
they very well might, and the nations will certainly tremble at seeing our Lord return. But we 
who believe will not need to fear. For when our Lord returns, it will be a joyous day. As we’ve 
heard over the last few weeks, He will come and bring us with Him to heaven, where we will 
spend eternity in His presence and the presence of all the saints throughout history. 

And not only that, but we will be perfect, free from the sin that weighs us down and 
burdens us and causes all the evil and suffering we see in this world today. Our sin will stay in 
the ground when we rise up, and we’ll have new bodies free from sin and all its fruits. And then 
we’ll be brought into eternity, where no sin, suffering, or evil of any kind will rear its ugly head 
ever again. 
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So while we wait here for that day, we cry out with Isaiah, and all the saints throughout 
history, “Come down! Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

As we wait for the second coming, the second “fullness of time,” we cry out with Isaiah, 
John, and many of the other saints “Come down! Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” As we continue to 
live in exile from our heavenly home, we cry out in anticipation, hoping and waiting for our 
Lord’s return. 

And in the meantime, we repent, and then live in our vocations. We do the work that our 
Father has crafted us for and called us to do, We are the clay, as Isaiah says, and God is the 
Potter. In this time on Earth, God is continually molding us and shaping us into what He 
designed for us to be. 

Does that mean that He’ll mold us to the point where we won’t sin anymore? 
Unfortunately, no. Full freedom from our sin won’t be ours on this side of heaven. But, this work 
does mean God works through His Word, His Holy Spirit, and the congregation to bring you to 
repentance, to remind you of Christ’s work on the cross for you, and to encourage you in your 
spiritual gifts here on Earth. 

Through the use of people in their vocations, God molds you to be a loving servant, using 
your gifts and talents to bless and provide for your neighbors around you. 

And then, when suffering comes, like in this pandemic, and you can’t love your neighbor 
as easily, when you can’t do the things that you would like to do, when all you can do is cry out 
in prayer, you cry out and pray with Isaiah, and all the saints of old, saying “come quickly, Lord 
Jesus!” When you or your loved ones are diagnosed with Covid, or any other disease, we cry out 
and pray “Lord, come quickly!” When hardships and other sufferings, such as the loss of a loved 
one, a lost job, or all the other host of ways we experience and endure suffering, we cry out and 
pray “Lord, come quickly!” 

And we pray knowing that our Lord hears us, and will be coming soon in answer. It 
might be today, tomorrow, days, months, years from now, or even before the end of this sermon, 
we don’t know for sure. But we do know that He is coming. He will rend the heavens, and come 
down to bring His children, His congregation, the body of believers, home to Him forever. 

So to conclude, we are “unclean things.” Just like Israel needed salvation and 
deliverance, so too we are in need of salvation and deliverance, But just as God rescued Israel, so 
too He has rescued us today through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. And so 
we cry out with Isaiah, and all the saints throughout history, “Come down! Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus!” 

Our Father “came down” to His creation in Jesus Christ in order to clean and 
deliver His unclean creation. 

We are certainly suffering now. That’s part of living in this world of sin, this “valley of 
the shadow of death.” But dear saints, our suffering will not be forever. The Lord has answered 
our prayers in Jesus Christ. He has dealt with sin, death, and the devil. He has defeated them. 
And He is coming again to bring us home. That is our hope and expectation this Advent season. 
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That is what we are waiting for, what we are hoping in. So as we begin this Advent season, 
repent. Repent of your sins, and look to Christ, who is coming again one day, to answer your 
prayer, and all our prayers, to “come down. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” And as we wait for the 
day when those prayers are answered, may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord until He returns. Amen. 
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