
Lesson 7 

Fundamental Principle Seven, Eight, and Nine: 
“Reciprocal Assistance” 

 
7. A free congregation gladly accepts the mutual assistance which congregations can give 
one another in the work for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 
 
8. Such assistance consists partly in the mutual sharing of spiritual gifts among the 
congregations through conferences, exchange visits, lay activities, etc., whereby 
congregations are mutually edified, and partly in the voluntary and Spirit-prompted 
cooperation of congregations for the accomplishing of such tasks as exceed the ability of 
the individual congregation. 
 
9. Among such tasks may be mentioned specifically the training of pastors, distribution 
of Bibles and other Christian literature, home missions, foreign missions, Jewish 
missions, deaconess homes, children’s homes, and other works of mercy. 
 
Does “Freedom of the Congregation” mean that it exists as though it were alone 

or should there be cooperation between congregations? The Seventh Principle marks a 
transition. The key to understanding it is found in the phrase “for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God.”  

The New Testament pattern implies that, while each congregation “directs its 
own affairs,” congregations are not independent from each other, but are inter-
dependent, even as believers in Christ are not independent from each other. This 
oneness of purpose among believers is made clear in Christ’s High Priestly Prayer (John 
17). Holy Scripture also makes clear that there was “an extremely lively and extensive 
free association among the free New Testament congregations” (Oftedal, SJ 10:89), 
demonstrating their unity in Christ. In many instances, more may be accomplished 
together for the advancement of the kingdom than can be accomplished alone. This 
interdependence is declared in the seventh principle, and the two that follow in this 
lesson will illustrate the forms it might take.   

Principle 8, building on the previous principle, provides examples of mutual 
assistance that congregations can give one another for the advancement of the Kingdom 
of God. Even though we believe that “the congregation is the right form of the Kingdom 
of God on earth” (FP1), the congregation is open to sharing spiritual gifts for mutual 
edification, meaning that these shared tasks not only advance the Kingdom of God, but 
also help build up the congregation. This is done in two ways: first, “in the sharing of 
mutual gifts among the congregations” and second, by voluntary cooperation among 
congregations for “accomplishing tasks that exceed the ability of the individual 
congregations.”  In the first case, congregations can be encouraged when they hear how 
spiritual gifts are being shared in other AFLC congregations that could very well be 
implemented in their own congregation. And second, there are several tasks in advancing 



the Kingdom of God that are too large for the individual congregation to accomplish. 
Thus, the need for one another for the greater good is certainly encouraged. There is a 
blessing when congregations work together. According to Sverdrup, “The fact that the 
leading principles of the Free Church put the main emphasis upon the congregation and 
its spirit, life, and freedom, does not at all mean that it is opposed to cooperation between 
congregations.” (SJ 3:67). The voluntary and Spirit-prompted cooperation through 
conferences, and lay activities accomplish more than a single congregation can. The 
nature of activities described in principle 8 (conferences, exchange visits, lay activities, 
etc.) may imply that the congregations working together may be in closer proximity with 
each other as is the case of congregations within an AFLC District. Nevertheless, we 
should not assume that these activities are to be limited to congregations within a given 
district. 

The thing to remember is that by working together congregations provide mutual 
encouragement among believers. 

Fundamental Principle 9 is an extension of Principle 8 and offers several specifics 
concerning the “voluntary and Spirit-prompted cooperation of congregations for the 
accomplishing of such tasks as exceed the ability of the individual congregation.” The 
nature of shared activities described in principle #9 are almost exclusively those that 
require support by congregations of the whole church body. Four areas of cooperative 
work mentioned in this principle include the training of pastors and lay workers (AFLTS 
and FLBC); mission work both home and world; distribution of Christian literature 
(Parish Education and Ambassador Publications); and ministries of mercy, such as The 
Miriam Home in Brazil. Together we reach out beyond our walls fulfilling the world-
wide call to bring the Gospel to all peoples. (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Sverdrup elaborates on the benefits of these shared responsibilities. As members 
of various congregations become familiar with ministries beyond their local 
congregation, they are moved to support them. This is exactly as it should be in an 
association of free congregations. Note how Sverdrup approaches support for various 
church-wide ministries: 

  
“Freedom demands that the most interested ought to be the ones occupied with a 
concern. This is also to the benefit and advantage of the concern. . . . This seems to 
me to be the advantage of free endeavor. It gathers those who are interested, which 
is fair enough. Those who are not interested ought not to be compelled and urged 
by the church machinery to participate in that which is far removed from them.” 
(SJ 3:69) 
  

God moves individuals to become active in certain church-wide ministries without being 
coerced by the national church body. 
 There are blessings when congregations work together for the sake of Christ’s 
Kingdom. Our conviction is not only that the congregation is “the right form of the 
Kingdom of God on earth,” but that the congregation exists for the sake of “the 



advancement of the Kingdom of God.” This scriptural mandate is marked out for us by 
our Lord Himself.  (Matthew 6:33) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. What does Matthew 6:33 encourage Christians to do? How does this passage relate to 

the three Fundamental Principles in Lesson 7? Especially, Fundamental Principle #7? 

 

 

 
2. Our Lord in John 17:20-23 prays “for the advancement of the Kingdom of God.” What is 

the root or basis of all mutual assistance that will benefit God’s Kingdom? See also 

Ephesians 2:11-16 and 1 Peter 2:9-10. 

 
 
 

3. In order to advance the Kingdom of God, what are all believers and congregations called 

to do? (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Colossians 1:28-29; 2 Timothy 4:1-

2 

 
 
 

4. (Fundamental Principle #8) How is the Apostle Paul a prime example of this  

principle? (See Romans 1:8-12) 

 
 

 
5. Discuss several examples of this principle that are illustrated in Acts 11:20-30: 

 
 
 
 

6. How might Romans 16:1-2 speak of relationships between believers from different 

congregations? 

 
 
 

 
  7. What are some tasks or endeavors that can be shared among congregations? How 

might sharing such tasks with other congregations help build up the local 
congregation? (See 1 Corinthians 12:47; 2 Timothy 2:2) 

 



 
 
 
8. (Fundamental Principle #9) What authority do congregations have for mission   

ministries?  (See Matthew 28:18-20)  

 
 
 
 
 

9.  How can we cooperate as congregations in the preparation of pastors and lay workers? 

(Matthew 9:37-38; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, 15) 

 
  
 
 
 

10. Why was the Thessalonian congregation commended? (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8) What are 

some ways that congregations today can effectively get the Word of God out into the 

world through these ministries? 

 
 
 

 
11. Why should congregations encourage ministries of mercy or compassion ministries?  

(Luke 6:36; 1 Peter 2:9, 10) What are some acts of mercy?  (Matthew 25:31-40) 

 

 

 
 
 

12. What are the benefits of the AFLC’s approach to benevolences rather than assessments 

levied on congregations by the church body? (See Exodus 35:21-22; Exodus 36:3) 
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