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John   20:1–18   (NKJV)  
Now  on  the  first day  of  the  week  Mary  Magdalene  went  to  the  tomb  early,  while  it  was                   

still  dark,  and  saw that  the  stone  had  been  taken  away  from  the  tomb. 2 Then  she  ran  and  came  to                      
Simon  Peter,  and  to  the  other  disciple,  whom  Jesus  loved,  and  said  to  them,  “They  have  taken                  
away   the   Lord   out   of   the   tomb,   and   we   do   not   know   where   they   have   laid   Him.”  

3 Peter  therefore  went  out,  and  the  other  disciple,  and  were  going  to  the  tomb. 4 So  they                   
both  ran  together,  and  the  other  disciple  outran  Peter  and  came  to  the  tomb  first. 5 And  he,                   
stooping  down  and  looking  in,  saw  the  linen  cloths  lying there;  yet  he  did  not  go  in. 6 Then                    
Simon  Peter  came,  following  him,  and  went  into  the  tomb;  and  he  saw  the  linen  cloths  lying                  
there, 7 and  the  handkerchief  that  had  been  around  His  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen  cloths,  but                   
folded  together  in  a  place  by  itself. 8 Then  the  other  disciple,  who  came  to  the  tomb  first,  went  in                     
also;  and  he  saw  and  believed. 9 For  as  yet  they  did  not  know  the  Scripture,  that  He  must  rise                     
again   from   the   dead.    10    Then   the   disciples   went   away   again   to   their   own   homes.  

11 But  Mary  stood  outside  by  the  tomb  weeping,  and  as  she  wept  she  stooped  down and                  
looked  into  the  tomb. 12 And  she  saw  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  one  at  the  head  and  the  other  at                      
the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain. 13 Then  they  said  to  her,  “Woman,  why  are  you                    
weeping?”  

She  said  to  them,  “Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  do  not  know  where  they                   
have   laid   Him.”  

14 Now  when  she  had  said  this,  she  turned  around  and  saw  Jesus  standing there,  and  did                  
not  know  that  it  was  Jesus. 15 Jesus  said  to  her,  “Woman,  why  are  you  weeping?  Whom  are  you                    
seeking?”  

She,  supposing  Him  to  be  the  gardener,  said  to  Him,  “Sir,  if  You  have  carried  Him  away,                  
tell   me   where   You   have   laid   Him,   and   I   will   take   Him   away.”  

16    Jesus   said   to   her,   “Mary!”  
She   turned   and   said   to   Him,   “Rabboni!”   (which   is   to   say,   Teacher).  
17 Jesus  said  to  her,  “Do  not  cling  to  Me,  for  I  have  not  yet  ascended  to  My  Father;  but  go                      

to  My  brethren  and  say  to  them,  ‘I  am  ascending  to  My  Father  and  your  Father,  and to  My  God                     
and   your   God.’   ”  

18 Mary  Magdalene  came  and  told  the  disciples  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and that  He                  
had   spoken   these   things   to   her.  

 
Easter   this   year   is   not   going   according   to   plan.   What   did   you   expect?   I   expected   to   host   a  

family   gathering.   Maybe   the   kids   would   have   some   cousin   time   and   see   their   uncles,   aunts,   and  
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grandparents.   We’d   come   to   church   in   coordinating   outfits   and   sing   our   hearts   out   with   the  
congregation.  

It’s   disappointing   not   to   be   together.   It’s   strange,   and   it’s   sad.   It’s   a   sacrifice   that   we’re   all  
sharing   in   to   abide   by   the   stay-at-home   order   for   the   benefit   of   our   neighbors.   On   this   Easter,  
perhaps   the   strangest   Easter   you’ll   live   through,   remember   Christ’s   sacrifice   for   the   benefit   of  
His   neighbor—you.  

What   were   the   disciples   expecting?   They   knew   Jesus   was   the   promised   Messiah,   so   they  
expected   Him   to   establish   His   throne   in   Jerusalem   and   reign   forever   and   ever.   Quite   a   surprise  
when   it   didn’t   turn   out   that   way.   But   it   was   for   the   best.   Jesus   didn’t   conquer   the   Romans   to   have  
an   earthly   kingdom.   Through   His   innocent   suffering   and   death   He   conquered   sin,   death,   and   the  
devil,   to   have   an   everlasting   reign   in   the   Kingdom   of   God.  

In   today’s   text   from   John   chapter   twenty,   what   did   Mary   Magdalene   expect?   By   this   time  
Jesus   had   already   died   on   Friday,   stayed   dead   on   Saturday,   and   now   the   sun   was   rising   on   the  
third   day—on   Sunday,   the   first   day   of   the   week.  

Mary   Magdalene   and   the   women   with   her   on   the   way   to   the   tomb   on   Easter   morning  
expected   Jesus   to   still   be   dead.   Jesus   had   told   them   beforehand   to   expect   to   see   Him   alive   on   the  
third   day   by   prophesying   His   own   death   and   resurrection.   Like   the   disciples   though,   they   failed  
to   grasp   His   promise.   And   plus,   in   the   face   of   grief,   it   can   be   hard   to   remember   words   of   life.  

When   we   lay   a   loved   one   to   rest,   one   of   the   most   painful   parts   of   our   grief   can   be   dealing  
with   the   certain   expectation   that   we   won’t   see   them   around   any   more.   And   that   stings,   it   burns,   it  
weighs   heavy   on   our   hearts.  

The   reason   why   the   death   and   resurrection   of   our   Lord   must   be   continually   proclaimed  
for   our   salvation   and   comfort   is   because   we   so   quickly   lose   sight   of   it.   When   grief   is   front   and  
center,   it’s   hard   to   see   past   it.   And   yet   the   comfort   offered   in   the   Word   of   God   to   those   who  
grieve   is   that   while   we   do   have   trouble   and   suffering   and   sorrow   in   this   world,   Christ   has  
overcome   the   world.  

Your   dearly   departed   has   departed   from   you,   but   not   from   the   Lord.   For   you,   it   would  
have   been   better   for   them   to   remain   in   a   healthy   state.   But   for   them,   they   are   with   the   Lord.  
They’re   praising   the   risen   Christ.   They’re   waiting   for   His   return.   And   they   are   waiting   for   you.   

It’s   contrary   to   what   our   eyes   behold   at   a   funeral,   and   yet   the   Word   of   God   declares   that  
the   one   who   dies   believing   is   alive!   It   says   in   1   Thessalonians   5:9,   “For   God   has   not   destined   us  
for   wrath,   but   to   obtain   salvation   through   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   who   died   for   us   so   that   whether  
we   are   awake   [that   is,   alive]   or   asleep   [that   is,   dead]   we   might   live   with   Him.”  

Whether   we   are   alive   or   dead,   we   live   with   Christ.   So   whatever   you   do,   whatever   you’re  
expecting,   don’t   be   afraid.   In   First   Corinthians   15:44   Paul   writes   about   Christ’s   return   and   says,  
“ 54    So   when   this   corruptible   [body]   has   put   on   incorruption,   and   this   mortal   has   put   on  
immortality,   then   shall   be   brought   to   pass   the   saying   that   is   written:   “Death   is   swallowed   up   in  
victory.”  

55    “O    Death,   where   is   your   sting?  

2  
 



 

O   Hades,   where   is   your   victory?”  
56    The   sting   of   death   is   sin,   and   the   strength   of   sin   is   the   law.    57    But   thanks   be   to   God,   who  

gives   us   the   victory   through   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ.”  
What   do   you   expect   when   you   go   to   a   cemetery   like   Mary   Magdalene   did?   We   go  

expecting   quiet,   expecting   memories,   expecting   gravestones   with   familiar   names.   Next   time   you  
go,   remember   the   promise   of   Christ’s   return,   and   go   expecting   that   future   resurrection.   Know  
that   death,   which   feels   so   final   and   defeating,   is   not   the   end,   and   is   itself   defeated   by   Christ.  

  Ashes   to   ashes,   dust   to   dust.   From   the   dust   we   were   taken,   and   to   the   dust   we   shall  
return.   But   one   day,   from   the   dust,   we   shall   rise   again.   For   now   we’ve   been   raised   from   spiritual  
death   through   faith   in   Jesus   Christ.   But   when   He   returns   your   resurrection   will   be   by   sight.  

Paul   writes   about   our   spiritual   resurrection   and   looks   forward   to   our   physical   resurrection  
in   today’s   epistle   lesson   from   Colossians   3:1–4,   “If   then   you   were   raised   with   Christ,   seek   those  
things   which   are   above,   where   Christ   is,   sitting   at   the   right   hand   of   God.    2    Set   your   mind   on  
things   above,   not   on   things   on   the   earth.    3    For   you   died,   and   your   life   is   hidden   with   Christ   in  
God.    4    When   Christ    who   is    our   life   appears,   then   you   also   will   appear   with   Him   in   glory.”  

He’s   telling   us   to   seek   what   is   holy   and   good—that’s   exhortation,   it’s   instruction   for  
living   the   Christian   life.   But   notice   what   he   said   first,   “If   then   you   were   raised   with   Christ.”   Paul  
is   saying   “If   then   you   were   raised   with   Christ,   [and   you   were,   you   WERE   raised   with   Christ.   So  
now   what?   As   one   who   was   raised   with   Christ,]   seek   those   things   which   are   above.  

Do   you   hear   what   he’s   saying?   He’s   saying   this   is   what’s   true   about   you.   You   were   dead  
in   your   trespasses   and   sins   and   God   has   made   you   alive   together   with   Christ.   This   is   what   God  
has   done   for   you.   As   a   saved   child   of   God,   Christ   is   your   life.  

And   it’s   from   that   place   of   comfort   and   assurance   and   grace   that   Paul   then   points   us   to  
live   godly   lives.   It’s   like   Peter   in   today’s   lesson   from   Acts   15:35   when   he   said,   “But   in   every  
nation   whoever   fears   Him   and   works   righteousness   is   accepted   by   Him.”   

To   “fear   God”   in   this   context   means   to   have   faith   in   Him   for   salvation.   “Working  
righteousness”   in   this   context   means   doing   what   is   right   and   acceptable   to   God   as   a   result   of   that  
faith.   It   is   by   faith   alone   in   Christ   that   we’re   saved.   The   love   and   service   that   we   carry   out   for   our  
neighbors   is   fruit   of   that   faith.  

“If   then   you   were   raised   with   Christ,   seek   those   things   which   are   above.”   You   who  
believe   have   been   united   with   Christ’s   death   and   resurrection   in   baptism   through   faith   in   the  
powerful   working   of   God.   Paul   wrote   that   to   the   Colossians   just   a   few   verses   earlier   in  
Colossians   2:12.   It’s   an   absolute   wonder   to   me   that   not   only   have   we   been   raised   to   life   from  
spiritual   death,   but   our   sinful   flesh   was   crucified   WITH   Christ;   our   new   lives   have   been   brought  
forth   WITH   Christ.   

God’s   Word   doesn’t   just   say   that   because   Christ   was   raised,   you   who   believe   are   raised  
now   by   faith   and   later   by   sight.   God’s   Word   gives   an   even   deeper   comfort   by   uniting   you  
personally   to   Christ’s   own   death   and   to   His   own   resurrection.   You   who   believe   were   buried   with  
Him;   you   were   raised   with   Him.  
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This   promise   and   comfort   might   be   just   as   difficult   for   us   to   fully   grasp    as   Christ’s  
promise   of   resurrection   was   for   His   disciples   and   for   Mary.   And   yet   He   rose.   The   promises   are  
true.   

We   are   often   like   those   women   on   Easter   morning.   We   know   God’s   promise   of  
resurrection,   and   yet   what   do   we   expect?   We   hear   of   a   bad   diagnosis,   or   we   see   the   death   toll  
rising   in   the   news.   We   might   catch   ourselves   acting   like   we   expect   death   to   be   the   end.   That’s  
how   we   can   feel,   it’s   what   our   minds   and   the   world   tell   ourselves—it’s   OUR   word—that   death   is  
the   end.   But   what   is   God’s   Word?  

It’s   what   the   angel   in   Christ’s   empty   tomb   said   in   Mark   16:6,   “Do   not   be   alarmed.   You  
seek   Jesus   of   Nazareth,   who   was   crucified.   He   is   risen!   He   is   not   here.   See   the   place   where   they  
laid   Him.”  

What   God   says   about   death   is,   “Don’t   be   alarmed.   Jesus   is   risen.   He’s   not   in   tomb.”   If  
death   would   have   been   the   end   for   Jesus,   then   you   would   be   left   in   your   sins,   and   you   could   only  
hope   that   death   would   be   the   end.  

  It   was   you   and   me   who,   because   of   our   sin   and   guilt,   deserve   death   and   eternal  
punishment   to   be   our   end.   That’s   what   we   should’ve   expected.   But   it   was   Christ   who   died   in   our  
place   and   rose   on   the   third   day.   Through   faith   in   Him,   through   believing   in   Him,   we   are   saved.   

In   His   death   and   resurrection,   our   sins   have   been   forgiven   and   our   death   has   been   turned  
into   life.   If   we   were   left   in   our   sins,   then   the   sting   of   death   would   last   through   our   grief   into  
eternity,   but   God   has   not   abandoned   our   souls   to   death.  

He   is   risen,   He   is   risen   indeed.   And   as   we   find   our   forgiveness   in   Him,   we   are   raised   to  
life   with   Him.   Now   we   are   raised   with   Christ   by   faith,   and   later,   beyond   our   own   graves,   we   will  
be   raised   to   life   physically,   by   sight,   when   Christ   returns.  

What   do   you   expect?   As   you   expect   God   to   be   faithful   to   His   promises   to   forgive   you   and  
give   you   eternal   life   through   His   risen   and   reigning   Son,   may   the   peace   of   God,   which   surpasses  
all   understanding   guard   your   hearts   and   your   minds   in   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.   Amen.  
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