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CHURCH NEWS
Experiences at Bible Camp!

On Friday night the Family Camp chapel service was held outdoors, pictured above.

Left: Dr. Wade Mobley, president of the Free Lutheran Schools, was the evening speaker at Family
Camp in July. Right: There was a great group of kids at Pre-teen Camp at the end of June!

Above is the game of slip and slide kickball,
one of the water games led by Joel Mattson at
Family Camp. To the right is Don Balmer cooking
up some burgers for supper on July 17.
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Pre-teen Campers at Galilee Bible Camp!
Our Saviour’s pays the way for our youth and their friends to attend Galilee Bible Camp. The following thank
you notes were received from Caleb Mauch, his friend Luke, Val (Luke’s mother), and Brad and Jackie Mauch.
“Dear Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, Thank you for paying for
the Galilee Bible Camp. I had a lot
of fun shing, swimming, playing
games, and learning about God.
One story I remember is Caleb and
Joshua ghting across the desert
and going to the Promised Land.
Thanks.” —Caleb

“Thank you for letting me go to Lake
Bronson Bible Camp. My favorite
memory was shing with my friends. I
loved learning about God and what He
did. Thank you so much.” —Luke
“I want to thank you for including
Luke with this awesome opportunity! He
had such great stories and expressed such
good times that said, ‘it felt like a dream.’
That’s pure fun!” —Val

“Thank you to the members of OSLC for the wonderful opportunity given to Caleb and his friend Luke
to be able to attend Galilee Bible Camp this summer. Each year Caleb looks forward to it so very much and he
always returns home with the anticipation of going year after year. He's learned to grow not only in his faith
but in fellowship, observe godly mentors, and simply "disconnect" from the distractions of the world for a
while." —Brad and Jackie

Free Lutheran Bible College Alumni Picnic!
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Fifty people attended the picnic at Oakland park, Steve Dahl grilled some burgers, and two Bible College
alumni shared their testimonies, one of whom was Scott Bellefy who is pictured above. Pastor Steve Mundfrom,
professor of Systematic Theology at the Bible College and at the Seminary, spoke at the Alumni Picnic and
preached at Our Saviour’s and Reiner on July 18. Four picnic locations were held this year to support the school
with the patio furniture giving initiative for the new Student Life Center, with the Thief River Falls location
raising $1,300. towards the goal of $5,000. This was a great turn out and a fun way to renew friendships, make new
friends, and spend family time at the park!

Do Free Lutherans Confess Sins to the Pastor?
Short answer: Yes, we do. Call me.
Longer answer: Yes, because Jesus instituted
private confession in the Bible to comfort
burdened consciences (John 20:23, Matthew 18:18).
How is confessing sins comforting? Because the
absolution always follows confession (1 John 1:9).
What does the word absolution mean?
Release. What is being released? Your conscience,
which is burdened with the guilt of sin, is released
of that burden through the word of forgiveness.
The actual forgiveness of the sin occurred at the
cross, but the distribution of that forgiveness
happens when God’s Word is applied to hearts.
But do you have to hear the absolution from
the pastor to be forgiven? No. You are forgiven any
time that you have sorrow over sin and believe the
Gospel promise that you are forgiven on account
of Jesus who died and rose again for your salvation.
So why did Jesus institute absolution if you
can be forgiven without absolution? Because God
is abundantly gracious. He has provided multiple
ways of delivering His Word of forgiveness to us.
He faithfully works to absolve us through Baptism,
through Holy Communion, and through hearing
God’s Word read, preached, and applied to us in
the absolution.
Absolution is precious because the confessing
person hears the pastor call them by name and
pronounce personally to them that God forgives
them on account of Jesus Christ. Sometimes we
can trick ourselves into thinking the kindness of
God in the sermon doesn’t apply to such miserable
sinners as ourselves, but when you hear the
absolution with your name in it you can’t exclude
yourself from God’s grace. Jesus instituted
absolution because He wants you to regularly hear
and be assured that your sins are forgiven.
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But isn’t it Catholic to go to confession? Just
because the Catholics do something doesn’t make

it wrong. Jesus instituted confession and absolution,
not the Pope. Lutheran confession doesn’t attach
penance to an absolution like the Catholics do, and
we do not require that confession be made to a
pastor. In the Lutheran church, private confession
and absolution is a gift that we are free to receive as
often as we need it. See Luther’s Small Catechism,
Confession, on page 102 of the Ambassador Hymnal.
If you are burdened in your conscience and
struggling to let go of guilt, call me. I will meet with
you in con dentiality and pray with you. You can be
as speci c or as vague as you wish. Upon hearing your
confession I will ful ll God’s will for you by
pronouncing that your sins are forgiven for Christ’s
sake, and that you may go in peace. It’s that simple.
It’s that sweet.
In Christ, Pastor Amio
From Luther’s Small Catechism:
“What is Confession? Confession consists of
two parts: the one is that we confess our sins; the
other, that we receive absolution or forgiveness from
the pastor as from God Himself, in no way doubting,
but rmly believing that our sins are thereby forgiven
before God in heaven.
“What sins should we confess? Before God
we should acknowledge ourselves guilty of all manner
of sins, even those of which we are not aware, as we
do in the Lord’s Prayer. To the pastor we should
confess only those sins which we know and feel in our
hearts.
“What are such sins? Here examine yourself
in the light of the Ten Commandments, whether as
father or mother, son or daughter, master or servant,
you have been disobedient, unfaithful, slothful, illtempered, unchaste, or quarrelsome, or whether you
have injured anyone by word or deed, stolen,
neglected or wasted anything, or done any other evil.”
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Bridal Shower
Bridal Shower: Please join us
for a bridal shower for Kate Byron,
bride-to-be of Evan Browning on
August 28, at 10:00 a.m. They are registered at
Target and Amazon
Kate and Evan will be married September 25
at the Legacy Event Center in Thief River Falls.

Sound Room Volunteers
The church is looking for anyone interested in
learning to run the sound and streaming format for
services at Our Saviour’s. They would be asked to ll
in for Sunday and special events as needed. Text
Caleb Dyrud at (218) 686-0307 for more
information.

New Library Books
The library has received many new book
recently. Here is a list of a few of them:
Someone Like You – Karen Kingsbur
The Seeds of Change (Leah’s Garden) Book 1
of a new series by Lauraine Snellin
God’s Little Instruction Book for Kid
We have also received part of a set of
commentaries with more coming. They are the
People’s Bible Commentary by various authors.
These are the books we’ve received so far:
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 1 & 2 Kings,
1 &2 Chronicles, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah , Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi, and Luke.

Friday Men’s Bible Study!
Special Meetings
November 5–7
For YEARS we have been
trying to get Rev. Dr. Brent Olson
to come for special meetings. His
Ph.D. work is nally complete, and
he’s coming
He will speak at 7:00 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, and Sunday
morning at 9:30 a.m
Be sure to come also on Saturday, November 6, for
a pancake breakfast and Dr. Olson’s fascinating
presentation that ties together the Bible, Egyptian
hieroglyphics, recent archaeological nds, and Jesus.

All men are welcome to study God’s Word at
the church on Friday mornings at 7:00 a.m.

Parish Education Expo
On August 22, the Parish Education Board
will present an expo on mental health in relation
to our kids. Sarah Lefebvre will share information
from her perspective as a behavioral health care
professional. There will also be a time for sharing
that includes “Tips and Tricks” for working with
kids and youth.
A light supper will be served at 5:00 p.m.,
and devotions and the Expo will start at 6:00
p.m.
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Building Update!
This past month our mechanical contractor has completed the water lines, and the ductwork should be done
this week. The only mechanical rough-in work left after this week will be in the mechanical room, and they will run
the water line from our existing main line to the addition. The electrical contractor has started rough-in work this
week which should be completed early next week. They will then move to run power from the existing electrical
room to the addition. After electrical rough-in inspections are done, next week the insulating and sheet rocking
will start. The exterior doors have been installed. The so ts, siding, and facia have all been delivered to the site. As
for the windows, some have started to arrive!

Parish Day Picnic
Everyone is welcome as we meet for church at
Oakland Park, Thief River Falls, on August 22 at
10:00 a.m. Following the service we will enjoy
fellowship, a catered lunch, and various activities

Ductwork
and plumbing in
the ceiling above
the entryway.

Chairs will be provided, but you are encouraged
to bring your own folding or camp chair if you have
one. The park is just down the hill from the Oakland
Park Nursing Home, 123 Baken St, Thief River Falls.
Our Parish includes Our Saviour's in Thief River
and Reiner Lutheran Free Church seven miles east of
Goodridge. Please come to worship God's holy name
with us and receive the ministry of His Word. In the
case of inclement weather, we will meet at Our
Saviour's at 10:00 a.m.

Financial Need at
AFLC Youth Ministries
At the Annual Conference of the AFLC, the
national AFLC Youth Ministries department
reported a signi cant budget shortfall. Current
projections may require a reduction to part-time
salary and work for director Pastor Jason Holt
The shortfall resulted from the cancellation of
the national FLY Convention due to Covid guidelines
at Estes Park, Colorado. The department was
counting on about $25,000 income from that event
To join with the many congregations and
individuals who are stepping up to support AFLC
Youth Ministries and keep Pastor Holt full-time, give
online or in-person to Our Saviour’s with AFLC
Youth Department in the memo
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For more information, see Pastor Amiot.

Thrivent Update
Thrivent members are reminded to direct
their Choice Dollars. Half of your dollars
directed to Our Saviour’s Church are given to
FLY and half to the general fund. Also, you can
order a copy of the 2022 Thrivent calendar at
thrivent.com/calendar. To call and direct your
dollars, please call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836,
and when prompted, say “Choice Dollars.” Thank
you to all Thrivent members who directed their
dollars to Our Saviour’s in 2020!

WMF for August
WMF (Women’s Missionary
Federation) meets on Saturday, August 21, at
9:00 a.m
Devotions: Brenda Leie
Bible Study: Eloda Knutson
Hostesses: Jodi Ayer
Carmen Gustafson
Kathy Renwic
Cradle Roll Program: Naomi Peterson
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Serving the Congregation in August
Auditors

Greeters

Flowers: Barb Farbo

August

Randy Ayers and Richard Olson

Kristy Hanson, Janice Nelson

Music: JoyAnn Dahl

August 8

Don Balmer and Terry Olson

Wayne and Naomi Peterso

Altar: Sandy C. Donna A.

August 15

Alex Carlson and Tim Mickelso

Curt and Barb Farbo

Communion: Steve, Je

August 2

Steve Dahl and Darren Leier

Jim and Sue Pederson

August 2

Je Dyrud and John Sanne

Tom and Barb Molksness

FLY Advisors E-mail

FLY News

Troy Dyrdal, 218-686-2027
tdyrdal67@gmail.co
Dara Dyrdal, 218-686-3976
daralee77@hotmail.co
Mark Esala, 218-681-4317
mark.esala@yahoo.co
Janette Esala
jmesala@yahoo.co
Joel Mattson 218-874-2604
mattsonjoel.14@gmail.co
Rachel Mattson
rachelmattson20@gmail.com

August 11, 2021
August 18, 2021
Swimming fun at the private pool in Grilling and games at Pastor
Thief River from 2-7 p.m. Supper is Amiot’s place! 5:00–8:00 p.m
planned for around 5 p.m. Please
bring a snack or pop to share. We
September 15, 2021
will provide water and food for
grilling.
FLY kicko night! A fun night that
includes go-karts! Stayed tuned for
August 15, 2021
more information.
Youth and Parents meet with Parish
Ed right after church.

Mark Your Calendars!
Parish Day Worship Service/Picnic at Oakland Park, August 22 at 10:00 a.m.
Parish Ed Expo at Our Saviour’s, August 22, 5:00 p.m
Rally Sunday, September 12, 2o21! Wednesday night activities begin Sept. 15!
Special Meetings with Dr. Brent Olson, November 5-7, 2021

Consider One Another (Pray, Write, Call, Go)
VALLEY HOME, 523 ARNOLD AVE. S., THIEF RIVER FALLS

Ed Van De Streek, Carol Halvorson, Gordon Johnso
MINNESOTA GREENLEAF, 1006 GREENWOOD ST. E., THIEF RIVER FALLS

Irene Holmstrom, Jan Olso
THIEF RIVER CARE CENTER, 2001 EASTWOOD DR, THIEF RIVER FALLS

“[O Lord], do not cast me o
in the time of old age; forsake me
not when my strength is spent.”
Psalm 71:9

Hulda Sigerud , Lenore Wol
BEEHIVE HOMES OF MOORHEAD, 1006 CADDY AVE. MOORHEAD, MN 56560 ATT: RUBY N

Ruby Nygar
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Do you know someone connected to our congregation who should be on this list? Call or email Rachel
Mattson in the o ce, 681-4643, oursavioursa c@mncable.net.
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