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1   Peter   1:3–9   (NKJV)  

3 Blessed be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  according  to  His  abundant                  
mercy  has  begotten  us  again  to  a  living  hope  through  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the                  
dead, 4 to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled  and  that  does  not  fade  away,  reserved  in                 
heaven  for  you, 5 who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  for  salvation  ready  to  be                    
revealed   in   the   last   time.  

6 In  this  you  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  little  while,  if  need  be,  you  have  been  grieved                    
by  various  trials, 7 that  the  genuineness  of  your  faith, being  much  more  precious  than  gold  that                  
perishes,  though  it  is  tested  by  fire,  may  be  found  to  praise,  honor,  and  glory  at  the  revelation  of                    
Jesus  Christ, 8 whom  having  not  seen  you  love.  Though  now  you  do  not  see Him,  yet  believing,                   
you  rejoice  with  joy  inexpressible  and  full  of  glory, 9 receiving  the  end  of  your  faith—the                 
salvation   of    your    souls.  

 
The   Apostle   Peter   begins   his   first   epistle,   his   first   letter   to   suffering   Christians,   with   a  

string   of   statements   about   how   amazing   God   is,   what   He   has   done   for   us   in   Christ   for   Him   to  
deserve   such   a   good   reputation,   and   how   it   all   results   in   the   assurance   that   our   hope   may   be   fully  
set   on   the   grace   that   will   be   brought   to   you   at   the   revelation   of   Jesus   Christ,   at   Christ’s   return.  

We   confess   in   the   Creed   that   Christ   will   return   to   judge   the   living   and   the   dead.   What   is   it  
about   God   that   can   make   us   set   our   hope   fully   on   the   grace   that   will   be   brought   to   us   on   that   final  
day?  

Shouldn’t   we   be   nervous   about   standing   before   the   God   who   knows   our   thoughts   and   the  
intentions   of   our   hearts?   Shouldn’t   we   fear   standing   before   the   God   who   knows   what   is   done   in  
secret   and   before   whom   everything   is   uncovered   and   laid   bare?  

Why   should   we   set   our   hope   on   what’s   going   to   happen   when   Christ   judges   us?   Shouldn’t  
we   set   our   hope   on   what   we   can   do   today   to   improve   our   chances?   Shouldn’t   we   set   our   hope   on  
our   good   intentions   to   do   better   in   the   future   than   we   have   in   the   past?  

No.   Our   entire   sermon   text,   1   Peter   1:3–9   gives   us   every   reason   to   do   what   we   are  
instructed   to   do   in   verse   13,   “Therefore,   preparing   your   minds   for   action,   and   being  
sober-minded,   set   your   hope   fully   on   the   grace   that   will   be   brought   to   you   at   the   revelation   of  
Jesus   Christ.”  

Our   text   begins   in   verse   3,   with   an   exclamation   by   Peter,   “Blessed   be   the   God   and   Father  
of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ!”   Here   the   word   “blessed”   means   “speak   well   of.”   God   is   to   be   well  
spoken   of   for   all   the   reasons   Peter   is   about   to   give.   As   you   consider   the   statements   in   this   text,  
pause,   and   speak   well   of   God   for   each   each   one.   Bless   his   name.   He   is   to   be   well   spoken   of.  
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What   did   he   do   to   earn   his   well-spoken-of   reputation?   In   verse   3,   one   of   the   sweetest  
sounding   verses   in   the   New   Testament,   we   read,   “According   to   His   great   mercy,   He   has   caused  
us   to   be   born   again   to   a   living   hope   through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead.”  

There’s   Easter!   Through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead   we   have   a   living  
hope.   It’s   not   a   hollow   hope   like   maybe   it   will   happen,   or   we’re   hoping   on   a   probability   or  
chance   of   something   happening.  

Our   Lord   is   alive,   and   our   hope   is   AS   ALIVE   as   He   is.   Since   our   hope   doesn’t   depend   on  
us,   it   doesn’t   depend   on   chance.   Our   hope   depends   on   God,   and   God   is   to   be   well   spoken   of—He  
is   faithful,   He’s   alive,   and   so   is   our   hope.  

Through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead   we   have   a   living   hope   that   we  
have   been   born   again   into.   1   Peter   1:4   says   that   this   new   birth   has   brought   us   into   quite   the  
inheritance.   We   have   been   born   into   a   family   whose   head   has   possessions   which   are  
imperishable,   undefiled,   unfading,   and   securely   kept.  

You,   dear   Christian,   are   a   member   of   this   family.   You   who   confess   your   unworthiness   and  
sin   and   believe   in   Jesus   Christ   for   your   forgiveness,   you   receive   the   inheritance   of   this   family.  
You   who   believe   that   your   righteousness   before   God   is   a   gift   and   not   earned   by   your   works,   you  
are   a   member   of   this   family.   You   were   born   once   into   your   physical   family,   but   you   have   been  
born   again   into   God’s   family.   Peter   says   you’ve   been   born   into   an   inheritance.  

But   at   what   point   does   a   son   or   daughter   usually   receive   an   inheritance?   First   there   comes  
a   death.   There   is   mourning,   and   sorrow.   In   any   of   your   experiences   with   this,   if   there’s   an  
inheritance   to   be   had   at   all,   it   comes   with   paperwork,   with   grief,   and   finally   receiving   whatever  
was   left   behind.  

Your   inheritance   spoken   of   in   verse   four   also   required   the   occasion   of   a   death.   At   the  
death   of   Jesus,   who   is   the   head   of   the   Church—the   family   of   God—we   know   there   was  
mourning,   but   was   there   paperwork?  

The   mourning   and   grief   throbbed   in   the   disciples   hearts   throughout   his   crucifixion   and  
burial.   But   the   paperwork   had   been   done.   This   wasn’t   the   typical   inheritance   transaction.  

When   Jesus   was   dying   on   the   cross   for   you,   having   fulfilled   the   law   of   God   in   His   life  
and   having   paid   the   price   for   your   failure   to   fulfill   it,   He   said,   “It   is   finished.”  

The   bank   notes   and   personal   lending   paper   trails   of   that   time   were   considered   fulfilled  
with   no   further   obligation   required   when   the   payment   had   been   made   and   the   saying,   “It   is  
finished”   was   written   on   the   record   of   debt.  

“It   is   finished”   meant   “paid   in   full.”   For   your   inheritance   as   a   son   or   daughter   of   God  
there   had   to   be   a   death,   and   there   had   to   be   paperwork.   Your   debt,   what   you   owed   for   your   sin,  
has   been   paid   in   full.  

But   it   was   not   an   ordinary   inheritance   transaction,   because   death   did   not   spell   the   end   for  
Jesus.   He   lives!   He   rose   on   the   third   day   and   ascended   into   heaven   forty   days   after   that.   The  
angels   told   the   disciples   that   He   will   return   just   as   He   left.   He’ll   come   in   the   clouds   from   His  
position   of   all   power   and   authority,   from   the   right   hand   of   God,   for   judgment.  
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Our   hope   for   grace   on   the   day   of   judgment   is   not   a   “maybe,   maybe-not”   hope   that  
depends   on   chance.   What   does   our   hope   depend   on?   Did   Jesus   stay   dead?   No,   Easter   happened!  
The   hope   that   we   have   isn’t   based   on   chance,   it’s   based   on   Christ’s   resurrection.  

Peter   writes,   “Blessed    be    the   God   and   Father   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   who   according   to  
His   abundant   mercy   has   begotten   us   again   to   a   living   hope   through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus  
Christ   from   the   dead,”  

Our   hope   is   a   living   hope,   because   we   have   been   born   again   into   it   through   the  
resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead.   Colossians   2:13–14   says,   “And   you,   who   were   DEAD  
in   your   trespasses   and   the   uncircumcision   of   your   flesh,   God   made   ALIVE   TOGETHER   WITH  
HIM   (with   Christ),   having   forgiven   us   all   our   trespasses,   by   canceling   the   record   of   debt   that  
stood   against   us   with   its   legal   demands.   This   He   set   aside,   nailing   it   to   the   cross.  

That’s   the   paperwork!   The   paperwork   has   been   done.   Your   record   of   wrongs   was   counted  
against   Jesus.   Your   debt   has   been   paid   in   full,   and   God   has   birthed   you   into   spiritual   life   from  
spiritual   death.  

Ephesians   1:11   says   that   in   Christ   we   have   obtained   an   inheritance.   Part   of   this  
inheritance   in   Christ   is   eternal   life,   and   we   tend   to   think   of   that   as   a   future   thing.   But   the   Bible  
says   you   have   obtained   an   inheritance.   In   Christ,   by   faith,   it’s   already   yours.  

1   Peter   1:4   says   it   is   imperishable,   undefiled,   and   unfading.   After   his   widowed  
grandmother   passed   away,   my   friend   found   old   jars   of   homemade   jam   in   her   basement   that   she  
had   made   back   in   the   day   with   his   grandpa.  

Despite   being   preserved   by   canning,   so   much   time   had   passed   that   he   doubted   that   it   still  
qualified   as   “nonperishable.”   After   some   time   had   passed   he   finally   got   the   courage   to   open   a   jar.  
He   shared   it   with   his   family,   who   ate   it   and   didn’t   get   sick   or   die.   Canning   is   amazing!  

Your   inheritance   with   Christ   is   imperishable.   This   inheritance,   which   God   caused   us   to   be  
born   again   into   according   to   His   great   mercy,   is   yours   now   and   it   doesn’t   have   an   expiration   date.  

How   do   we   live   in   this   inheritance?   Let   us   continually   come   confessing   and   turning   from  
our   sins   and   believing   in   Jesus   Christ   as   our   savior   from   sin.   The   Lord   draws   us   to   repentance  
and   He   sustains   us   by   His   grace.   Living   in   repentance   and   receiving   the   ministry   of   God’s   Word  
as   we   read   it,   hear   it,   and   even   watch   it,   is   how   we   daily   return   to   the   waters   of   baptism   instead  
of   despising   them   and   falling   away.  

The   imperishable   inheritance   is   already   ours.   But   for   now   we   have   it   by   faith,   not   yet   by  
sight.   That’s   why,   as   we   read   in   verse   5,   we   need   help—divine   help.   And   we   need   patience,  
because   what   we’ve   been   given   by   faith   has   not   yet   been   revealed   for   us   to   see   with   our   eyes.  

We   read   in   1   Peter   1:5   that   we   are   “kept    by   the   power   of   God    THROUGH   FAITH   for  
salvation   ready   to   be   revealed   in   the   last   time.”   We   walk   by   faith,   not   by   sight,   and   we   rejoice  
that   God   is   guarding   us,   keeping   us,   in   this   living   hope.   Praise   the   Lord!   Bless   His   holy   name!  

Today’s   psalm,   Psalm   105   says,   “ 1    Oh,   give   thanks   to   the   Lord!   Call   upon   His   name;  
Make   known   His   deeds   among   the   peoples!    2    Sing   to   Him,   sing   psalms   to   Him;   Talk   of   all   His  
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wondrous   works!”   Why   are   there   so   many   psalms   like   this   that   direct   our   hearts   to   praise   the  
Lord?   

It’s   because   His   name   is   to   be   well   spoken   of.   As   Peter   wrote,   “Blessed   be   the   God   and  
Father   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ!”   It’s   because   without   Him   as   our   creator,   redeemer,   and  
sanctifier,   we   would   drown   in   our   trials.   Hope   would   just   be   chance   and   probability,   not   the  
living   hope   we   have   in   Christ.  

Peter   is   writing   to   suffering   people.   In   each   of   the   five   chapters   of   this   first   letter,   Peter  
raises   the   problem   and   heartache   of   our   trials.  

Peter’s   readers   were   dealing   with   the   trials   and   sufferings   of   normal   life,   but   on   top   of  
that   they   were   targets   for   persecution.   Christianity   was   an   illegal   religion,   and   many   Christians  
faced   hardship   because   of   decisions   they   made   to   obey   God   rather   than   men.  

But   there’s   a   cause   of   even   greater   suffering   for   the   Christian   that   is   all   too   well   known   to  
us.   What   was   it   that   made   the   Apostle   Paul   cry   out   in   Romans   7:24,   “Wretched   man   that   I   am!  
Who   will   deliver   me   from   this   body   of   death?”  

Paul   was   suffering   in   the   midst   of   a   war.   The   war   was   between   his   old   sinful   nature   and  
the   new   creation   which   God   had   declared   him   to   be   in   Christ.   Was   he   suffering   from   sin?   He  
was.   He   said   that   sin   was   producing   death   in   him   as   God’s   holy   law   revealed   his   transgressions.  

In   today’s   text,   Peter   is   writing   to   people   who   are   suffering   as   Christians.   Examine   your  
life—are   you   suffering   as   a   Christian?   If   you   think   that   the   answer   is   “no”   because   you   haven’t  
been   thrown   in   jail   yet,   fired   from   your   job,   denied   a   promotion,   or   been   discriminated   against   in  
school,   then   your   idea   of   Christian   suffering   is   too   narrow.  

The   Christian   suffers   when   he   sins.  
God   has   given   us   a   perfect   law   by   which   to   live.   We   have   fallen   short   of   the   glory   of   God.  

It’s   absolutely   amazing   and   undeserved   that   God   is   merciful   and   has   provided   His   Son   as   our  
substitute.   In   Christ,   we   are   forgiven!   

And   yet   we   go   on   sinning.   How   awful!   Repent,   and   believe   the   Gospel,   and   bear   fruit   in  
keeping   with   repentance.   Along   these   lines,   Peter   later   says   in   verse   thirteen,   “Be   sober-minded.”  

When   we   are   controlled   by   wanting   money,   we   are   not   sober-minded.   When   we   are  
controlled   by   worry,   or   lust,   or   jealousy,   or   discontentment   and   covetousness,   we   are   not  
sober-minded.  

When   we   are   controlled   by   what   makes   us   comfortable,   or   our   laziness,   or   workaholism,  
or   our   fears,   we   are   not   sober-minded.   We   enslave   ourselves   with   our   intoxication   with   sin.   And  
if   you   are   a   Christian   who   knows   what   is   right,   and   yet   you   have   not   done   it,   or   you   know   what  
is   wrong,   and   you   have   done   that,   you   are   like   the   Apostle   Paul.   Suffering   the   hell   of   war   within  
your   members.  

For   the   Christian,   sin   is   suffering.   God   is   good—He   is   beyond   gracious.   And   we   go   on  
sinning   against   Him.   Do   you   see   the   need   to   live   in   repentance?   Do   you   see   the   necessity   of   our  
salvation   being   the   work   of   God?   Thanks   be   to   God   that   we’re   saved   only   by   His   Grace,   through  
the   faith   which   He   gives   to   us   as   His   Holy   Spirit   works   through   His   Word   in   our   hearts.  
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If   our   re-birth   were   our   own   doing   we   would   be   done   for!   But   “Blessed    be    the   God   and  
Father   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   who   according   to   His   abundant   mercy   has   begotten   us   again   [has  
made   us   born   again]   to   a   living   hope   through   the   resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead.”  

If   our   hope   depended   on   anything   other   than   the   crucified   and   risen   Christ,   it   would   be   a  
hollow   hope.   But   God   has   caused   our   new   birth   through   Christ’s   resurrection,   bringing   us   to   life  
with   Him.   We   have   a   living   hope.  

And   in   this   living   hope   we   prepare   our   minds   for   action,   as   verse   13   says,   setting   our  
hope   fully   on   the   grace   that   will   be   brought   to   you   at   the   revelation   of   Jesus   Christ.   There   is   no  
condemnation   for   those   who   are   in   Christ   Jesus.  

So   as   we   pray   with   great   anticipation,   “Come   quickly,   Lord   Jesus,”   may   the   peace   of   God  
which   surpasses   all   understanding   guard   your   hearts   and   your   minds   in   Christ   Jesus   our   Lord.  
Amen.  
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