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CHURCH NEWS
April    
2022

Our Saviour’s  
Lutheran Parish

IN THE CHURCH
The Men Alive men’s retreat speaker is Pastor Terry Olson. The retreat will be held at Galilee 

Bible Camp on Saturday, April 23, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Pastor Olson will speak on the theme, 
“Reconciliation in the Church.” Men, bring snacks to share, and  if you wish to carpool, talk to 
Pastor Amiot and we’ll figure it out!

April 23 Men’s Retreat
Welcome, Adaline!

On March 22, Adaline Marie Miller 
was welcomed into the world by 
parents, Robbie and Sadie Miller, and 
big brother, Hubert, members of 
Reiner Lutheran Free Church. At 7 lbs, 
5 oz, and 19 3/4”, Adaline is healthy and 
well loved. Praise the Lord!



Acorns were falling into the sandbox under 
the old oak. The sand itself was good, but it was 
covered by little pokey objects with big oak 
aspirations. What to do? I wrapped chicken wire 
around a frame and began to sift.

You’ve got to sift. The sandbox is a real thing 
under a real oak tree, but it serves as a metaphor 
for sifting error out of statements that are a mix of 
some true things and some untrue things.

You do this all the time. 
Newspapers, books, and screens have 
always delivered facts that are colored 
with opinion, so you sift. Preachers 
sometimes deliver God’s Word with a healthy dose 
of their own opinions too, so you sift. The answer 
to acorn pollution in the sandbox isn’t usually to 
throw out all the sand, but to sift. In like manner, 
don’t shut off all news or preaching. Sift!

The chicken-wire-wrapped frame that we use 
for sifting is God’s Word. When Paul and Silas 
went out proclaiming God’s Word, planting new 
congregations and visiting already established 
congregations, they found some people who sifted 
well and others whose sieves had holes big enough 
to let acorns of untruth through. Acts 17:11–12 
speaks of the people in the town of Berea who 
carefully sifted Paul’s words through the sieve of 
Holy Scripture: “Now these Jews [in Berea] were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica; they 
received the word with all eagerness, examining 
the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 
Many of them therefore believed.” They sifted 
Paul’s preaching and found it all to be pure and 
delightful sand—no acorns!

Sift my preaching. Sift everything you read 
and hear and watch through the sieve of God’s 
Word. People are natural sifters, but the default 
sieve the world uses isn’t God’s Word, it’s personal 
opinion. Be on guard for what sieve you use—are 
you tossing something out of the sandbox because 

You’ve Got to Sift
it’s contrary to God’s Word or because it’s just 
contrary to opinions you hold? Sadly, some 
modern theologians run God’s Word through the 
sieve of their opinion and throw out the pure sand 
of truth, only to be left with a few grains of truth 
that are hardly noticeable in a sea of acorns.

It’s not just a modern problem though. The 
Apostle John wrote in 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not 
believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.” Sift! 
And the Apostle Paul wrote, “but test 
everything; hold fast what is good,” in 1 
Thessalonians 5:21. Sift!
I’m thinking about sifting because of some 

wonderful resources that our congregation has just 
received on the shelves in the fireside room: a 
New Testament commentary set by R.C.H. 
Lenski; an Old Testament commentary set by Keil 
and Delitzsch. These are excellent Bible 
commentaries written by Lutheran scholars, and I 
encourage everyone in the congregation to use 
them often when you have a question about a 
verse or passage in Scripture. But a word of 
warning: Lenski is not God, nor is Keil or 
Delitzsch. There is a temptation that arises in the 
Christian to see good resources, like these 
commentaries, as books that hold all the answers. 
Only the Bible should be looked at with that high 
regard. 

Sift my preaching, and sift while you read 
commentaries. Sift not with the sieve of personal 
opinion, but with God’s Holy Word. On the next 
page I wrote a brief note about using 
commentaries (that includes study notes in the 
footnotes of your Bibles!) only after much prayer. 
It is the Holy Spirit who will lead us in truth, not 
commentaries, though He may use them as a tool 
to bless your study and point you to Christ.

In Christ, Pastor Amiot
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The Free Lutheran Seminary has sent us more Bible study reference books! Last month it was noted 
that the New Testament commentary set by Lenski was donated. This month we give thanks to God for 
the donation of the Old Testament commentary set by Lutheran theologians Keil and Delitzsch 
(pronounced Kyle and Day-litch).

These volumes are meant to 
be used, so don’t hesitate to open 
one up when you’re studying a 
Bible passage! (Before reading any 
commentaries, Pastor Amiot 
recommends prayerfully reading 
through a passage multiple times 
to see how the Holy Spirit reveals 
its meaning to you. Commentaries 
are supplemental study tools—the 
primary tools for studying 
Scripture are fervent prayer, love 
of God’s Word, trust that the 
Holy Spirit works through His Word, and understanding that all of Scripture helps to interpret all the rest 
of Scripture.)

The Keil and Delitzsch volume on Psalms has already benefited some of our Lenten preachers in 
their sermon preparation. If you would like to contribute toward a “thank you donation” to bless the Free 
Lutheran Seminary Library for sending these volumes our way, write “Seminary Library” in the memo of 
your gift. A special offering plate will be placed in the narthex on April 10, Palm Sunday.

More Books Given by Our Seminary!

On March 20, Elliot Stephen Mattson, son of Joel 
and Rachel Mattson, was baptized into Christ at Our 
Saviour’s. Praise the Lord for His gift of faith and 
salvation and the Holy Spirit through the powerful 
working of His Word in Baptism!

Elliot’s sponsors are Luke and Bethany Temte and 
Todd and Carla Bjorgaard.

Meals on Wheels Drivers Needed, April 4–8
Our Saviour’s is signed up to provide drivers for Meals on Wheels for 

April 4–8. Are you able and willing to be God’s wheels to deliver daily bread 
to members of our community? Please let Lorraine know if you can be a 
driver. Pick up location is the lobby of the old Law Enforcement building on 
First Street at 11:15 a.m. Call the church office (218) 681–4643 to leave a 
message or speak with Lorraine, or let her know in church. Thank you!

Baptized into Christ
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Attention Lutheran 
Ambassador Subscribers: It has come 
to our attention that the Lutheran 
Ambassador has changed all 
subscriptions from fee-based to free. 

The Lutheran Ambassador is 
now welcoming freewill donations 
from individuals and congregations 
to finance the publication of our 
AFLC monthly magazine.

Therefore, if you have already 
paid for the new subscription or wish 
to contribute to the fund, we will 
submit that as a donation towards 
the costs of printing unless you 
object. 

Please contact Maureen Giffen 
or Brenda Leier if you wish to do 
otherwise. Donations are most 
welcome to continue the publication.

Lutheran 
Ambassador 

Magazine

The congregational spring quarterly meeting is scheduled for 
April 18, 7:30 p.m., at Our Saviour’s. Please plan to attend to 
participate in the business of the congregation.

Schedule of meetings:
5:00 p.m. Deacons
5:30 p.m. Trustees
6:00 p.m. Parish Ed joins Deacons
6:30 p.m. Council
7:30 p.m. Quarterly Congregational Meeting

April 18 
Quarterly Meeting

 Rev. Dr. Martin Horn recently visited Our Saviour’s after 
speaking at the District Mid-Winter Bible Conference. He has 
been invited back for our Fall 2022 Special Meetings.

Mark your calendars for October 14–16. Services will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Dr. Horn will also 
speak at the Our Saviour’s and Reiner worship services Sunday 
morning and possibly lead a men’s Bible study Saturday morning 
(while the women meet concurrently for WMF).

More information in the coming months!

Speaker and Date set for 
Fall 2022 Special Meetings

High School students ninth 
grade and up are invited to attend 
Campus Days at FLBC. Come see 
for yourself what it’s like to be a 
part of the FLBC community, 
building lifelong friendships and 
learning under experienced Bible 
professors. Take part in a variety 
of activities including a campus 
tour, Bible workshops, and a 
$1000 scholarship giveaway.

More information at 
flbc.edu/events/campus-days.

Campus Days at Free Lutheran Bible College



Serving the Congregation in April
Auditors Greeters

Flowers: Arlene Johanning April 3 Don B., Richard C. Marlene Johnson, Arlene Johanning
Music: JoyAnn Dahl April 10 Steve D., Rick W. Harlan Halvorson, Tim Mickelson
Altar: Marlene J., Annette S. April 17 Jeff D., Aron M. Loiell and Mary Dyrud
Communion: Jeff, Steve April 24 Alex C., Kyle L. Don and Sonia Balmer

Saturday, April 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.
Devotions: Arlene Johanning
Bible Study Leader: Carmen Gustafson
Hostesses: Donna Arneson 

Geri Hodne 
Jan Nelson

WMF Meeting
Thank you to all who have served and helped out with 

the Wednesday evening Lenten suppers. What a blessing to 
fellowship together in this way. God bless you! —Pastor

Spring and Summer Events
April 2, WMF Women’s Spring District Rally at Oiland 

More info on page 1. Oiland Lutheran Church is at 30714 210th Ave, Greenbush.

April 17, Easter! 
8:00 a.m. Breakfast, 9:30 a.m. Worship Service

April 23, Men Alive Retreat at Galilee Bible Camp

May 15, Last day of Sunday School 
Teacher recognition during the worship service.

June 6–10, Vacation Bible School 
Stay tuned! VBS supplies offering May 1 and 18. Missions offering June 5 and 12.

June 15–18, AFLC Annual Conference at the ARC, Osceola, Wisconsin 
More information at ww.aflc.org/about-us/conferences.

Galilee Camps: Teen, June 21–26; Pre-Teen, June 26–30; Family, July 6–10 
More information on Bible Camps coming soon at galileebiblecampmn.org.

Following the worship service on Palm Sunday, April 10, the congregation will proceed into the newly 
completed addition for a brief dedication ceremony. Groundbreaking occurred on March 28, 2021, and we 
received the certificate of permanent occupancy on March 4, 2022. Praise the Lord!

Lenten Suppers

Dedication Planned for Addition
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