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1 John 1:1-2:2 (NKJV)
1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the
Word of life—2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—3 that which we
have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things
we write to you that your joy may be full.

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is
light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a
liar, and His word is not in us.

2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He
Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

Children of Light

Are there any 90’s/early 2000’s Christian music fans in here? Or are Pastor Alex and I the only
ones who start singing DC Talk’s hit song “In the Light” when we read verse 7? If you haven’t heard
of that song, or even DC Talk in general, go check them out after the service. They’ll be worth your
time. Anyway, both the song, and our text at least implicitly, raise and try to answer the question “what
does it mean to be in the light?” The world certainly has an answer to that question, and we hear and
read about it all the time. The world’s answer to that question is to “be on the right side of history,” by
accepting whatever the prevailing or popular cultural ideas are at the time. However, John’s answer
this morning is different than that. John tells us that “to be in the light” means that we believe in the
risen Lord Jesus Christ and walk as His children of light.

He tells us to believe that Jesus has brought us into the light through his death and resurrection.
He says as well that we become children of light by faith in what Christ has done for us. Finally,
having been assured of our salvation and status as children of light, we are to walk in that Light by
daily repenting of our sins and loving and serving our neighbors.

Let’s begin with the basics. We are to believe that Jesus has brought us into the light through
his death and resurrection. We begin at the end of our text. John says in 2:2 that Christ is the
propitiation for our sins, and the sins of the entire world.
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Here we see that fancy theological word “propitiation”. To propitiate basically means to
appease or win the favor of someone. As an example, if I did something wrong to Taylor and I made
her mad at me, an act of propitiation would be for me to apologize to her, and bring her some of
Whitman’s famous Chippers as well being that’s one of her favorite snacks.

Now, we too have done something wrong in our sin, and have made God mad at us. In our sin,
we have moved from God’s light to the darkness of sin. And because of that, God is now mad at us.
Because of our sin, we now deserve His wrath. It’s as verse 5 says: God is light, and in Him there is no
darkness at all. If we have any sort of darkness at all, we cannot coexist with God because there is no
darkness in Him. He is the purest light, and darkness cannot even come close to tainting that pure light.
So, on our own, we are left out in the darkness, where, Jesus says in the Gospels, there is weeping and
gnashing of teeth. In the darkness, only eternal destruction and suffering await us.

However, God does not desire to leave us in this dark place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.
In order to save us and bring us back into the light, God sent His Son, Jesus Christ.

Christ came and appeased the wrath of God on your behalf. With his death and resurrection,
Christ became the propitiation for your sins, our sins, and the sins of the entire world. Christ’s death
appeased the wrath of God for you. His suffering on the cross was supposed to be your suffering, his
death was supposed to be your death. It was supposed to be you and your sin on the cross, but your sin
was put on Christ up there.

So with his death he appeases God’s wrath against sin, and then in his resurrection he defeats
death and sin forever. The resurrection was the guaranteed promise that all who belong to Christ will
also be raised and be “children of light” for all eternity.

And not only us, but the entire world has now been moved from darkness back toward light.
We don’t see it fully quite yet, but Christ’s death and resurrection reversed the course of the world
from darkness back to light. Though we see and feel our own darkness, and the darkness of the world,
the resurrection also promised that all things will be restored, and darkness will forever be banished by
the light of God and His Son, Jesus Christ.

And as I mentioned, this was all done for you, dear child of God. How does this wonderful
work of Christ become applied to you? How do you become a “child of light”? By faith.

We become children of light by faith in Christ and what He has done for us. Faith is at the heart
of what it means to “be in the light.” Faith apprehends the wonderful, gracious work of Christ and
believes that the work was personal. It believes that Christ died for MY sins, and that His resurrection
is MY resurrection. It believes that Christ is MY Lord, who died and rose to save ME. And how do we
receive that faith? Let us look back at the beginning of our text.

John tells us in 1:2-3 that they, meaning the apostles, have testified to and are proclaiming to us
what they have heard, seen, touched, and handled. Namely, the Word of life, the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ. The apostles are proclaiming the objective and historical fact that Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, came in the flesh, died on a cross, and rose again for you.

Why are they proclaiming this to us? John tells us in verse 3 that they are writing so that we
may fellowship with them, which in turn is fellowship with God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.
John says this another way in his Gospel. He says that these things are written and proclaimed so that
we, so that you, may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing, you may
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have life in His name. Paul echoes this statement in Romans when he says that faith comes by hearing,
and by hearing the word of Christ. The Holy Spirit works through those words of Christ in order to
bring us to saving faith in Him.

So, we receive faith when we hear about and believe who Christ is and what He did for us.
Then through that faith, we receive the forgiveness of our sins, salvation, new, eternal life, and we
enter into fellowship with God and all others who believe.

And it is this saving faith that is at the heart of “being in the light”. Walking in the light, as
described especially in verse 7, consists of believing in Christ. To practice the truth is to believe in
Christ and the truth of His Word. To “walk in darkness” and “lie” is to remain in unbelief and believe
lies about Christ and His Word. The false teachers that John warns about are those “walking in
darkness,” because they do not believe the truth about Christ.

However, faith is not the ONLY part of “being in the light” and “practicing the truth.” As
Pastor Alex mentioned last week, John talks about believing AND doing in this epistle. So, we have
talked about what we are to believe, now let’s talk about what we are now to do.

As we are assured of our salvation, we now walk in the light by repenting and loving and
serving our neighbors. As we believe that Christ has forgiven us our sin and has secured our salvation
for us, we are then commanded to do good works. This is the second part of “being/walking in the
light”.

We are commanded to love our neighbor and to walk in the good works that God has prepared
for us to do beforehand. How and where do we do those good works that God has prepared for us to
do? In our (and you probably already know what I’m going to say) vocations.

Parents, you “walk in the light” as you pray, love, and care for your child and raise them in the
faith. Children, you “walk in the light” as you pray for and listen to your parents by doing your chores
and getting your homework done. Students, you “walk in the light” as you prayerfully and diligently
study and do your schoolwork to the best of your ability. Spouses, you “walk in the light” as you love
your spouse by praying for them, sacrificing for them, doing little things around the house for them,
buying them their favorite snacks (like Chippers), and other examples. Congregation, you “walk in the
light” as you come to church and receive the ministry of the Word, and when you have fellowship with
your fellow neighbors and chat with them and pray for (and with) them. In society, you “walk in the
light” as you do your work diligently at your job, as you pray for your neighbors and coworkers, as
you do acts of charity and kindness for your coworkers and/or actual neighbors in your neighborhood,
and other good works.

And those works all flow out of your faith. They flow out of your confession that Christ has
forgiven your sins and won eternal life for you. Good works do not do anything to cancel out our sin
debt, only Christ’s death did that.

But as we go out and do good works, we may find ourselves still seeing our own sin. We may
not always want to go and do the good works we’re supposed to do. We may want to do something
else, maybe something evil, instead. We may still wrestle against sins that we want to be rid of, but
keep doing.

Seeing those sins and repenting of them are also a part of “walking in the light”. It’s one of the
places where faith and good works end up intersecting in a unique way. As verse 8 and 10 say, if we
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say we don’t have sin or that we don’t sin, we are deceiving ourselves. And not only are we deceiving
ourselves, verse 10 adds that we’re making God a liar when we say such things. So if we tell ourselves
that we’re not that bad, or that we’re better than that person, or we’re inherently good, then we’re
calling God a liar, and removing the need for Christ to die on the cross.

Christ has certainly set us free from our slavery to sin, and He has declared us righteous and
forgiven. However, while we’re still on this side of heaven, our sinful flesh still tries to act out its
desires. But thankfully, Christ has forgiven those daily sins as well. 2:1 says that for anyone who does
sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, and that Advocate is Jesus.

Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, stands daily at the Father’s right hand to advocate for you.
Though the devil tries to accuse you and say that you’re not a “real Christian” or a “good Christian”
because you can’t stop sinning, Christ says to the Father “I have died for them. He or she is my
beloved child, and I have paid the penalty for their sin. They are forgiven, and they are mine.”

And so we experience a cycle, of sorts, that I talked about way back at the beginning of my
internship. We believe that Christ has died and rose for us, and we are encouraged and assured by that
immutable fact of history. Out of that assurance, we go and love our neighbors according to the 10
Commandments in our vocations. But when we come to the end of the day and reflect back, we find
that we did not do all that we should have done, and so we repent and return to the cross. Thus, we
have the cycle of daily repentance and “walking in the light”.

And so, as we conclude this morning, John encourages us to believe in the risen Lord Jesus
Christ and walk as His children of light.

He tells us to believe that Jesus has brought us into the light through his death and resurrection,
that we become children of light by faith in what Christ has done for us, and finally, having been
assured of our salvation and status as children of light, we are to walk in that Light by daily repenting
of our sins and loving and serving our neighbors

John gives us Scripture’s answer to the question “what does it mean to be in the light”. Spoiler
alert, DC Talk’s song talks about the desire to be in the light, but Scripture gives the answer, the
fulfillment, to that desire. DC Talk sings of wanting to be in the light, and John answers what that
looks like. It looks like believing that Christ is the Son of God who has come in the flesh and died and
rose for the forgiveness of your sins. It looks like loving your neighbor in your vocation, daily
repenting and believing in Christ again as you fail to do so perfectly. Believing, and doing. That is
what it means to walk in the light. So as you daily walk in the light of Christ, may the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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