
Paul’s Letter to Titus, 1:5-9 

1. Read Titus 1:1-9 

2. Read 1:5, how did Titus come to arrive in Crete? 

 

3. Read 1:5 and 1:7, what two titles does Paul use for this one position of 
leadership? What do the two titles teach us about this position? 

 

4. Read 1:6-9 

a. What qualities must an elder exhibit? 

 

  

b. What qualities must an elder avoid? 

 

 

5. Read 1 Timothy 3:2-7. Compare the qualifications of elders mentioned to 
Timothy, pastoring in Corinth, and to Titus, establishing elders in Crete? 

a. What differences do you find? 

 

 

b. What does the fact that there are differences in the lists of qualifications 
suggest? 

 

6. Titus 1:6, Is forced celibacy of the clergy according to the teaching of God’s 
Word? 

 

 



7. Titus 1:6, Why don’t we ordain female clergy in the AFLC? 

 

a. To determine if the rule of male clergy is only cultural and congregationally 
specific to the island of Crete where Titus was appointing elders, read 1 
Timothy 2:12-14.  

i. Is Paul’s reasoning based on current culture and what he knows 
will be needed for a specific congregation? 

ii. Is Paul’s reasoning based on something that transcends culture 
and is a rule for the whole Christian Church? 

b. Read these passages to note the standing of women in the church 

i. 1 Peter 3:7 

 

ii. Galatians 3:26-28 

 
iii. Acts 16:14-15 

 

iv. Acts 18:24-26 

 

v. Though the head of the household is a role that God gives the 
husband (Ephesians 5), and the pastor of a congregation is a role 
that God calls men to (1 Timothy 2, Titus 1), this does not restrict 
women from being leaders in different ways in their congregations 
and households. We submit to the Word of God on this matter, not 
to our intellect or reason. Reason says that women are just as 
capable of men, and have many times proven themselves to be 
more capable. The Word of God says that the role of pastor is one 
God calls men to, not women, because of the order of creation and 
the consequence of the fall. 


