
Paul’s Letter to Titus, 1:1–4 

1. Read Titus 1:1-4 

2. Paul lays out some reasons why he is writing to Titus, which we’ll explore shortly. For 
now though, what do we find is the purpose of this rich opening? 

a. To establish Paul’s authority as an apostle 

b. Key words and phrases: “servant of God,” “apostle of Jesus Christ,” “preaching 
which I have been entrusted by the command of…” 

3. Verse 1: Paul gives us three reasons for his writing to Titus, as well as the purpose of his 
service as an apostle. What are they? 

a. For the sake of the people’s faith and hope (“faith” meaning personal faith) 

b. So they would have knowledge of the truth 

c. So they would live godly lives in accordance with their faith 

4. Verse 1: “their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,” Why is the wording 
important here? 

a. Because correct knowledge of the truth corresponds/manifests itself in godliness. 
Faith is the motivation of good works, not the other way around. 

5. Verse 1: Who do we do our good works for? 

a. Our neighbor, “God’s elect.” Paul was an apostle for them, just as we are do our 
work for neighbor 

6. Verses 2 and 3: Paul gives us three reasons for the certainty of the hope of eternal life. 
What are they? 

a. God’s character (“God, who never lies”) 

i. Greek: “free from all deceit”. A clear and concise statement on the 
character of God. He is Truth itself, and as such, He cannot lie. 

b. God’s promise before the ages began 

i. The promise of salvation was conceived even before time began 

c. Manifestation of the promise in Christ and the preaching of Christ 

i. Greek: “proper time” = “in His own time”. Read Galatians 4:4. 

ii. Greek: “logos”. Can refer to Christ, and the message of Christ 



7. Verse 3: Further strengthening of Paul’s apostolic authority 

8.  Verse 4: “true child in a common faith” 

a. What was Titus’s relationship to Paul? 

i. Spiritual son to Paul. As his spiritual son, Titus was expected to carry out 
the directives of the letter in loving service 

b. Does that mean Paul was greater than Titus? 

i. No. Despite Paul being a Jew and Titus a Gentile, they both are equal in 
“common faith”. Though some people at the time would have still thought 
Jews were higher on the chain than Gentiles, in Jesus Christ, there is no 
“Jew or Greek...for we are all one in Christ” 

c. What does this “common faith” mean for us today? 

i. Sermon sneak peek: In Christ, we are all on the same playing field. There 
is no one who deserves the Gospel more or less, there is no one greater 
or lesser in any way. We are all made in God’s image, we’re all equally 
sinners, and we’re all forgiven in Christ 

9. Verse 4: “Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior” 

a. Grace = God’s attitude toward us in Christ 

 

b. Peace = the peace that comes from saving faith and the grace of God (Romans 
5:1) 

 

c. God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 

i. The whole Trinity working together for our salvation 


