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Let your little light shine, shine, shine.  Let your little light shine, O my Lord.  

Don’t cha know there’s someone down in the valley tryin’ to get home ... 

tryin’ to get home.  Well, it might be me and it might be you.  It might be a 

stranger passin’ through.  Don’t cha know there’s someone down in the 

valley tryin’ to get home … (tryin’ to get home.) 

 

In the season just past, each of us has been in the valley.  We mourned 

the deaths of people we have loved.  We suffered job losses and threat of 

the same.  Beloved friends moved away.  Beloved children have taken 

flight into new chapters of their lives.  We have been ill and injured in 

body, mind, and spirit.  We worried about our parents. We worried about 

our children.  Our relationships began to unravel.  We worried about our 

new school, our new class, our new teacher.   

 

Who will know my name?   

 

We suffer for the world’s suffering.   

 

Anxiously we watch.  We do what we can do:  we roll out the dough while 

we pray for peace … we phone … we write … we learn … because we 

know that sound.  We know all too well that too-familiar sound of the 

drum beat.   

 

It is nothing if not persistent - even as we sing of laying down our swords 

and shields.   

 

We are tryin’ to get home.   

 

And on this Sunday morning, we wended our way to this place …  

                           water in hand, hope in heart.    

 

We draw near and we hear the familiar music … the hymns of the spirit …  

 

Somebody’s calling your name.  You take heart, you take courage and 

join yourself with others … for now is the time ….  

 

Now is the time to keep the faith …  

 

Now is the time to let our little lights shine, shine, shine … 

 

Now is the time to return again with joy and taste the sweetness of 

community and the hope that nourishes the soul.   
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We look around Unity Hall and see hope everywhere: 

 

            You have brought babies into the world.   

              You got married.   

                 You atoned.  

                    You practiced forgiveness.  

                      You said, “I am an alcoholic”.   

                        You took a risk and made a new friend.   

                          You have resisted the easy way for righteous cause. 

 

That’s hope.   

 

That’s right:  We join water with water because to do so is to stand 

together with hope and against hopelessness.   

 

We join water with water to harbor strength to make our way through the 

valley… 

 

Because we are all just tryin’ to get home … 

     to be taken to the water … 

           to be gathered together as we begin again in love. 

 

May it be a sweet year … one of peace at home and in our aching and 

beautiful world.   

 

Amen. 

 

 

Amen.    

 


