
 

SANCTUARY   (Inspired by the sermon preached by Rev. Carolyn Patierno, Dec. 4
th

, 2011, “Something There is That Doesn’t Love 

a Wall: Immigration Justice) 

 

OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING: 

 

We come together this day to remind one another  

To rest for a moment on the forming edge of our lives 

To resist the headlong tumble into the next moment,  

Until we claim for ourselves awareness and gratitude for all the moments which have come before, 

Taking the time to look into one another’s faces and see there communion: the reflection of our own eyes. 

This place of laughter and silence, memory and hope, is hallowed by our presence together. 
~Rev. Kathleen McTigue, adapted 

 

PURPOSE: We come together to build connections and to support each other on our spiritual journeys. 

     

CHECK IN:    What you share may be about your physical or spiritual health, cares or concerns for loved ones, 

issues you are facing.  How is it with you today? 

 

READING OF GROUP COVENANT 

   

FOCUS:  Sanctuary   Each person in the group speaks uninterrupted; if time remains, general response and 

conversation are welcome.   

 

“Would you harbor me?  Would I harbor you? Would you harbor me? Would I harbor you? Would you harbor a 

Christian, a Muslim, a Jew; a heretic, convict or spy? Would you harbor a runaway woman, or child, a poet, a 

prophet, a king? Would you harbor an exile, or a refugee, a person living with AIDS? Would you harbor a 

Tubman, a Garrett, a Truth, a fugitive or a slave? Would you harbor a Haitian, Korean or Czech, a lesbian or a 

gay? Would you harbor me? Would I harbor you?”  ~Ysaye Barnwell, composer 
 

 

 “Sanctuary.  A refuge.  A place where one may go to escape … 

This room is not just any room.  We call it a sanctuary for a reason.  Here we seek & create refuge.   

Would we harbor an undocumented immigrant?    What might we offer in the way of sanctuary? 

Who would you harbor?  To whom would you offer sanctuary?” 
From a sermon by Rev. Carolyn Patierno Dec. 4, 2011 

 

Questions for Reflection 

1) Who would you harbor?   Have you ever offered sanctuary to someone?   How did you feel? 

2) Have you ever sought sanctuary?    How did you find it?  How did you feel when you were there?  

3) Sanctuary can be a place of peace where you can be with yourself to relax or think. Do you have a special 

place that is a sanctuary/refuge for you? 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY CHECK AND CHECK OUT: Is there anything that you shared here today that you would 

like held confidential?  Otherwise, this is a reminder that we treat each other’s sharing with kindness and respect.   

 

CLOSING WORDS: 

May we know once again that we are not isolated beings, 

But connected, in mystery and miracle, 

To the universe, to this community, and to each other. 
~Singing the Living Tradition #434      

 

 


