
 

1 
 

Carol Thompson, Sunday, May 6, 2012 
“…Naturally, Come In, Come In “ 

 
Sacred Story.  It strikes me as somewhat mystical as to how I discovered this story 
or more accurately how this story found me. I was at All Souls waiting for a 
meeting and wandering around the Vail Library. I picked up this book called Lest 
Innocent Blood be Shed by Phillip Hallie and started to read; I was hooked. Let’s 
set the scene.  It is 1940-1944 in the south of France. Europe is at war. Germany 
has invaded and conquered the northern part of France, including Paris. Southern 
France, called The Free Zone, is run by the Vichy government. We are in a small 
village in the south of about 3,000 people called Le Chambon Sur Lignon. It is 
mostly Protestant, unusual for France. The village is poor,   and with a war going 
on in France,   food and supplies are hard to come by. The characters in this story 
are: the pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Andre Trocme and his wife Magda, 
Trocme’s assistant Edouard Theis, the school teacher Roger Darcissac, and the 
Chambonnaise, the villagers of Le Chambon. 

It is a time that the Nazi’s are becoming a threat to Jews and other minorities. The 
Jews begin to flee from northern France and other conquered countries seeking 
refuge. In the very cold winter of 1940-41 Magda Trocme is in the kitchen of the 
presbytery when a knock comes on the door. When Magda opens it, a small 
shivering woman is at the door.” It was in the evening and she said she was a 
German Jew, coming from northern France, that she was in danger and that she 
had heard that in Le Chambon somebody could help her. Could she come into my 
house? I said, ’Naturally, come in, come in’  … ”  So begins the story of a village 
saving refugees- a village which put the lives of each villager at risk to do what 
they describe as “ the right thing…”, not a well- organized underground or 
Resistance movement but individuals following their consciences and their belief 
in the worth of each human being they encountered. 

Many more come to Le Chambon seeking refuge. Andre Trocme and Edouard 
Theis give powerful sermons from the pulpit about topics based on nonviolence, 
The Good Samaritan, and “the need to obey one’s conscience where there is a 
conflict between it and the laws and commands of the government.” Trocme 
convenes the parish council and presents them with the idea of opening their 
village to refuges. They agree. He meets weekly with a group of leaders he calls 
‘The Responables” which organizes the neighbors who become part of keeping 
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refuges, and hiding them when word comes down that the Nazi’s are going to 
search the village 

The leader of the village and organizer of the rescue operation is Andre Trocme. 
He is a tall, powerful and energetic man. His charismatic personality draws 
villagers in, they become involved. His powerful belief in doing what is right and 
being nonviolent convinces almost the entire village to put themselves at risk to 
rescue the refuges. If any of them is caught they will either be sent to a 
concentration camp or shot on site. And still the majority of villagers agree to 
serve as refuge. In all, the village saves 5,000 people, 3,000 of whom   are Jews 
and many women and children. And here is the miraculous part, no one tells. No 
one reports what is happening and when villagers are asked by the police about 
Jews in the village they say:” What would Jews be doing here? Have you seen any 
Jews yet? They say they have crooked noses.” The Chambonnaise present a 
united, non- violent front to the Vichy government and The Gestapo. When 
Trocme is informed that the police will come to examine the Jews living in Le 
Chambon he replies:  “We do not know what a Jew is. We know only men.” 

There are several stories of how Trocme and the villagers outsmart the police and 
the Gestapo, but one of the most powerful is the night that Trocme, Theis, and 
Darcissac are arrested. It is February 13, 1943. The police arrive at the presbytery 
and are greeted by Magda. Trocme is not there; he is doing home visits. The 
police wait in Andre’s study.  Magda hurries through the house warning the Jews 
in her house to hide. When Andre comes in he is told he will be arrested. The 
police wait while he packs a suitcase. At this point a neighbor child comes to 
remind the Trocmes that they are invited to dinner at the neighbors. The child is 
told the pastor is being arrested. When the child leaves he spreads the news 
throughout the village. Magda, who is serving supper, invites the police to dine 
with them. When later she is asked why she would feed these people who are 
taking her husband, perhaps to his death, she replies:” It was dinnertime; they 
were standing in my way; we were all hungry. The food was ready…” As they sit at 
dinner villagers begin to arrive with gifts for the pastor to take with him, gifts of 
food they could ill afford to give. One of the policemen is in tears but continues 
with the arrest. Trocme is prepared to follow them to the car which will take him 
away.(music underneath) They open the door and the narrow street is lined with 
villagers. As Trocme and the police pass between them the villagers begin to sing 
Martin Luther’s hymn A Mighty Fortress is Our God, and close in behind the police 
and Trocme as they take him to the waiting car.(music ends) 
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 What a picture! There is a positive outcome to this story. Trocme, Theis and 
Darcissac are taken to a work camp but later released because they are organizing 
the prisoners with services and hymn sings. They are too much trouble. 

The point of this story is the solidarity of the community. The community, again at 
risk, line up. This is a community of action, of people who are not especially 
political because they are too busy with a subsistence living, who nevertheless 
join together to save more people than the village holds. 

 Then there is Magda who feeds the police because it is dinnertime and” we were 
all hungry”. For Magda it is not about an enemy, it is matter of factly about 
hungry people and meeting that need. Magda is a woman whose religious views 
are simple and practical. She takes her faith into action by feeding, hiding, and 
clothing refuges. She sees that they get new papers and identification cards. The 
cards show up in her kitchen and she never asks where they come from. She visits 
those in the village and her husband in the work camp. She does all this while 
raising four children. 

One of the places where the Jewish children spend much of their time is the 
school. It is founded by Trocme and Roger Darcissac. He is the teacher who also is 
one of the village leaders. When there is a proclamation sent that the schools 
must raise and salute, with the Fascist stiff arm salute, the Vichy flag each 
morning, he refuses and the children stand in the courtyard facing the flag of the 
school across the street, but at no time did he fly the flag. 

The village of Le Chambon is a great role model for those of us today. The 
Chambonnaise stood up and became involved, even to the danger of their own 
lives. They took action. They were committed to saving the lives of strangers 
because    “it was the right thing to do.”  Trocme pulled them in with his 
command of helping “ Lest Innocent blood be shed” He let them know if refugees 
were killed then The Chambonnaise held a responsibility if they did nothing. Being 
an observer of violent behavior aligns the observer with the perpetrator. We need 
to align ourselves with the local heroes who move to stop behavior that is evil.  
We, too, could become like the Chambonnaise. We, as a congregation are 
involved in many social justice issues. We feed the homeless, help at The 
Hospitality Center, give concerts and donate the money to the homeless, study 
immigration,   take part in marches and protests. But there is more to do. There is 
always more to do. How can we take action about our views on immigration? 
How can we make our voices heard concerning equality within diversity? 
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The story of Le Chambon took place during war time and the consequences of 
being involved were enormous. But what will be our consequences if we do not 
become involved. We, too are engaged in a war on our own soil as well as abroad. 
It is a different kind of war, one without armies and generals on our own soil, but 
we are fighting nonetheless. We are fighting a war for social justice on many 
fronts. If each one of us, individually would take action, would as the Social Justice 
committee says:” Agree to do one thing” we could make a difference. Not only 
could we make a difference but it would draw us together and as the 
Chambonnais we could be a fierce united congregation. A congregation that acts 
in community, that continues to support one another, and that strives to make a 
difference in our world through the actions we take. All Souls could become like 
Le Chambon, fierce, indivisible, taking action because “it is the right thing to do.” 

Amen. 

 

 


