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“Let Us Turn Our Thoughts Today on Martin Luther King”* 

Reading & sermon preached by Reverend Carolyn Patierno 

January 20, 2013 

 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s Nobel Lecture - 1964 

… I have the personal faith that [human]kind will somehow rise up to the 

occasion and give new directions to an age drifting rapidly to its doom. In spite 

of the tensions and uncertainties of this period something profoundly meaningful 

is taking place. Old systems of exploitation and oppression are passing away, 

and out of the womb of a frail world, new systems of justice and equality are 

being born. Doors of opportunity are gradually being opened to those at the 

bottom of society. The shirtless and barefoot people of the land are developing 

a new sense of "some-bodiness" and carving a tunnel of hope through the dark 

mountain of despair. "The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light."21 

Here and there an individual or group dares to love, and rises to the majestic 

heights of moral maturity. So in a real sense this is a great time to be alive. 

Therefore, I am not yet discouraged about the future. Granted that the 

easygoing optimism of yesterday is impossible. Granted that those who pioneer 

in the struggle for peace and freedom will still face uncomfortable jail terms, 

painful threats of death; they will still be battered by the storms of persecution, 

leading them to the nagging feeling that they can no longer bear such a heavy 

burden, and the temptation of wanting to retreat to a more quiet and serene 

life. Granted that we face a world crisis which leaves us standing so often amid 

the surging murmur of life's restless sea. But every crisis has both its dangers and 

its opportunities. It can spell either salvation or doom. In a dark confused world 

the kingdom of God may yet reign in the hearts of men [and women]. 

21. This quotation may be based on a phrase from Luke 1:79, "To give light to them that sit in darkness and 

in the shadow of death"; or one from Psalms 107:10, "Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death"; or 

one from Mark Twain's To the Person Sitting in Darkness (1901), "The people who sit in darkness have noticed 

it...". 

 

 

 

 “Let us turn our thoughts today on Martin Luther King.”    

Pity that we turn our thoughts today on Martin Luther King only because it is the 

occasion of his birthday.  Were that every day was his birthday … that we 

consistently turned our thoughts toward Reverend Dr. King.  Of course, the 

http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-lecture.html#footnote21#footnote21
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timing this year is such that his name is evoked in the midst of the brutal conflict 

over gun policy in our country.     

There are those who would take his name in vein.  Larry Ward is the chairperson 

of, “Gun Appreciation Day.” Gun Appreciation Day is to be celebrated Monday 

… this Monday which is, as you know, the presidential inauguration … and 

Martin Luther King Day.   Mr. Ward said in an interview, “I think that Martin Luther 

King would agree with me if he were alive today.” 

Truth be told, the interview itself was not my primary source.  I saw a clip of the 

interview while watching “The Daily Show.”  Jon Stewart hosts the Daily Show 

and comments on clips such as this one.   

Again said the “Gun Appreciation Day” chairperson, “I think that Martin Luther 

King would agree with me if he were alive today.” 

To which Stewart responds:  “Yeah.  How did he die again? “   

I give voice to something you all know all too well:  we are living in craaaaazy 

times.  Times in which we may well wonder in what universe would Reverend 

King’s message of non-violence be thought of as in line with Gun Appreciation 

Day?  Apparently, our universe.   

Through the years I have wondered why preacher’s bother to preach on Martin 

Luther King Sunday, when the man said it all -  often in sermons and speeches of 

his own.  You may remember that one year, this wondering inspired me to put 

aside a half-written sermon and to pick up King’s truly radical sermon “Beyond 

Viet Nam.”  I did some minor editing for length but  shared most of it from this 

pulpit.  The war in Iraq had just begun.  The sermon preached like it had been 

written the day before.  We often hear the “I Have a Dream” speech … it’s 

poetry and exultant themes.  But less frequently do we hear the speeches 

deemed “political” although all of King’s speeches were political.  He wanted 

systems to change, after all.  And so his theology intersected and shaped his 

politics.  And that’s when the stakes were driven up even higher than they had 

been.   

But no matter how far the horizon loomed, no matter how distant the dream of 

justice, Dr. King saw light and hope and the path to both as a path of peace.  

He was steadfast.  Determined.  Tenacious.  Faithful. 

He said: 
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… I have the personal faith that [human]kind will somehow rise up to the 

occasion and give new directions to an age drifting rapidly to its doom. In 

spite of the tensions and uncertainties of this period something profoundly 

meaningful is taking place.  

And again, this sermon – because the speech preaches - could’ve been 

preached a week ago.  It could have been preached Wednesday as the 

President signed executive orders to strengthen gun laws and lessen gun 

violence in our country.  In our time.   

Are you feeling that “in spite of the tensions and uncertainties of this period 

something profoundly meaningful is taking place.”?    

Are you feeling that, “Old systems of exploitation and oppression are passing 

away, and out of the womb of a frail world, new systems of justice and equality 

are being born. Doors of opportunity are gradually being opened to those at 

the bottom of society. The shirtless and barefoot people of the land are 

developing a new sense of "some-bodiness" and carving a tunnel of hope 

through the dark mountain of despair.”? 

“Some bodiness”  Are we finally developing a sense of “some bodiness?”  Yes! 

This past Friday night, CT’s chapter of “Mother’s Against Gun Violence” met at 

All Souls to make signs for an upcoming march in NYC.  I’ve heard tell that quite 

a few Souls will be traveling to Hartford on February 14 for a rally against gun 

violence.  It has been suggested that we reserve a bus to get us there and 

back.  I have been providing leadership within the Greater New London Clergy 

Association to financially support a gun buy-back program for our region. (Chris 

Baker, All Souls young adult extrodinaire, is the liaison between the Mayor’s 

office and local organizations lending their support.) I am intending on using 

funding from the congregation’s discretionary fund as All Souls’ contribution but 

if you’d like to personally contribute, donations would be gratefully received.   

All of the people who are working hard on this front are doing so with an 

emerging sense of “some-bodiness.”   We have been devastated by tragedy 

just as surely as our neighbors in Newtown.  And from the ashes of that tragedy 

our some-bodiness is rising up.  From out of the darkness, we have seen the light.  

We are sitting up straighter and taking a look around and seeing that there are 

others who are carrying the banner.  Some of which are being painted right 

here within our walls.  More and more people are daring to love and in doing so 

perhaps stepping a bit out of their comfort zone.   
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Sixty Souls got on the bus to Hartford on the fifth anniversary of the war in Iraq.  

For some, it was their first time participating in a peace witness.  As one of the 

organizers of the Peace Witness, I had arrived earlier and was standing on the 

steps of the church where we were to gather with kindred souls.  In time, the All 

Souls’ bus pulled up in front of the church.  I will tell you, it was one of my 

proudest moments in my ministry to you.   

And I feel it happening now.  Now in the wake of far too much loss is when the 

rock of hope is hewn.  And like Dr. King on that day in 1964, we must not be 

discouraged.  There is so much for which to be hopeful.  Change is coming.  But 

it will take many of us to affect that change.  Because contrary to what some 

may want us to believe, guns do, indeed, kill people.   

Said Reverend King, “every crisis has both its dangers and its opportunities. It can 

spell either salvation or doom. In a dark confused world the kingdom of God 

may yet reign in the hearts of men [and women].” 

True, the times in which we live may well be crazy.  But really, 2013 is no crazier 

than 1964.  Or 1865.  Or 1914.  Or 1939.   

But perhaps this time we will build a new way.  Truly.  Perhaps together, we will 

make it to the mountaintop that Reverend King dreamed of.  We may be in the 

“surging murmur of life’s restless sea” but we are sailing home, Friends. 

May Reverend King rest assured.  May he rest - and may we live - in peace.  

Amen.   

 

*  Lyric to “Shed a Little Light” by James Taylor 

 

 

 


