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65 Huntington Street, New London, CT

This history begins with Kate Treadwell-Hill asking Pat Murphy to take over the deadheading 
and weeding of the garden in front of the historic 1907 Unitarian Universalist Church at 65 
Huntington Street, New London, CT, in 1998. 

The garden at that time consisted of three plots on each side of the main and side entrances to 
the Huntington Street Church.  Derry Bortner-Ryder had purchased and outlined the gardens 
some years previously with railroad ties that were rotting. Day lilies grew by the side entrance 
and in front of sign on right side of main entrance. Overgrown yews marked the corners. An 
overgrown forsythia was in the middle of the right side of garden. Siberian iris were taking over
the right side of the entrance. It was quickly discerned that more work than deadheading and 
weeding was needed!

At this time the Reverend Ellen Johnson Faye left the congregation. Interim ministers Rev. Dr. 
Justin Osterman and Rev. Stephen Landale supported the congregation from years 1999 to 
2001. With the help of Noel Villiard and Jim Kibby, Rosa Anthony, Ellen Anthony and some 
street advisers, overgrown shrubs were removed and junipers were planted in the corners as 
anchors. Noel brought in hostas, Pat planted perennials from her garden, compost was brought
in, and Noel and Jim brought in mulch. The garden looked like an informal English cottage 
garden. (It was pretty but perhaps too frilly for downtown New London.) 

The rotting railroad ties needed to be replaced. Bob Bunting, who was then Chair of Facilities,
arranged (after a “UU” meeting of Utilities and Gardeners teams to select the medium) with
Derry  for  purchase  and  delivery  of  concrete  curbstones  in  Bob's  pick-up.  Bob,  a  skilled
engineer, replaced the wooden ties with the curbstones. Helping to unload and place the stones
were Lynn Tavormina and Peg Madura-Snow.
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19 Jay Street, New London, CT

In 2001, Rev. Carolyn Patierno was called as the new minister. Lucille Boltz offered to help
maintain the garden. The congregation grew to two services plus summer services and the
Board of Trustees opened discussions about purchasing a larger building to house a growing
congregation. 

The search resulted with the purchase, in April, 2006, of the building at 19 Jay Street, located
across the parking lot  behind the historic church.  The building, housing car dealerships from
DeSoto to Buick to the M. J. Sullivan car sales and repair business, had recently housed New
London Adult Education, and been vacant for a number of years.

Purchase of the new building brought 
about a collaboration in 2006 of 
Gardeners and Building & Grounds 
Teams to discuss future landscaping 
around the new building. Included in 
this discussion were Bob Bunting, Carol 
Bunting, Jan Hine, Spencer Johnson 
and Pat Murphy. 

Asked to recommend a landscaper, Jan 
Hine suggested Judy Nickerson, who 
agreed to take on the job pro bono 
within the parameters of easy 
maintenance, drought tolerant and 
seasonal interest. She was consulted 

about “dressing up” the entry area for the Fall opening and following Spring. Judy's final 
landscape design includes suggestions for planting the entire southern and eastern perimeters 
of the original building. 
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East Side Plantings & Gardens

Plants already in existence around the main entrance were a Kousa Dogwood, Rhododendron 
and Andromeda. Initially, three small Arborvitae trees were planted in black tubs to delineate 
the building's entrance. These tubs now hold seasonal plantings, as Arborvitae failed to survive 
in that location.

Anxious to get started on Judy Nickerson's landscaping plan, Spencer and Pat decided to plant 
one of the trees suggested in the plan. Designated by Judy Nickerson's plan, the space for a 
River Birch was excavated and the tree planted. The 8' River Birch was purchased from 
Perennial Harmony, and donated to All Souls by owner Petey Reid. Priscilla Newell placed rock
borders there. The asphalt paving is painted yellow by the Buildings & Grounds Team to warn 
those walking in that area where growing tree roots create uneven surfaces.   

The front entrance and surrounding beds are maintained 
weekly by Pat Murphy, Lucille Boltz, and Carol Bunting with 
assistance from Laurie Blefeld, Pat Abraham, and Sioux 
Mackey. Thanks to Jonathan Harger and the Facilities Team 
for mowing the grass strip on the street side of our building.

The small pyramidal annual garden on the east side of the 
building holds containers designed by Bob Bunting where 
seasonal flowers, are grown, including lilies, Big Betany and 
lobelia.  Two large raised beds, donated by Fresh Start, 
generally contain herbs and vegetables, as well as some 
perennials remaining from annual Plant Sales.
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The Sign Garden

In 2008, the Sign Garden was planted on the east side of the entrance to the parking lot.  This 
space holds the All Souls sign installed by Priscilla Newell, in memory of her wife Mary Ward, 
and by Ginny Campbell, in memory of her husband, Del Campbell. 

Using curbstones left over from the 65 Huntington Street gardens, Spencer designed and built 
a small curved path, permitting access to the garden, then filled the area with dirt and mulch. 

Pat, Spencer and Sharon Overstrom 
planted the Sign Garden,  which 
contains Russian Sage Perovskia in 
the back corner, Milkweed, (3) Reed 
Grasses Karl Forster, Sedum 
Autumn Joy, Stella D'Oro Day Lily, 
Lemon Dock, Rug Juniper, and Blue 
Oats grass. Spencer Johnson later 
added White Siberian Iris and Sioux 
Mackey brought in Lavender and 
Creeping Thyme. Spurge was added 
later by an unknown gardener.  

In the small, rock-filled island 
adjacent to the Visitor Parking 
spaces, Boxwood was planted and 
surrounded with plantings of English 
Ivy.

In 2006, an Oak tree, donated by 
Paul Shaffer and Joyce Werden, was 
planted in a small 4-foot square at 
the northeast corner of the parking 
lot, below the stairs to the 
Courthouse parking area. Pat 
Murphy and Pat Abraham plant 
annuals there each Spring, adding a 
touch of whimsy to this isolated 
corner of the parking lot.
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The Peace Garden

Understanding the need to care for our space and plan for a building addition, the Board 
authorized setting up a Capital Management Fund, some of which was used to remove the old 
garage behind the building in December, 2014, and plan for a fence and green space on the 
footprint. Green space has been longed for since our move. Spencer Johnson's leadership was 
key to making this green space a reality.

The historic building at 65 Huntington was sold to the Southern New England Conference of 
Seventh Day Adventists/ Shekinah Seventh Day Adventists in April, 2015. 

The Board of Trustees approved 
using a portion of  funds from the 
sale of the Huntington Street Tiffany 
window to the Lyman Allyn Art 
Museum, a significant bequest from 
Jean Hanor, and the sale of the 
Huntington Street property to 
demolish the old garage. The Board 
further authorized the Facilities 
Team to create a "green space" for 
young and old and allocated up to 
$15,000. The space was designated a 
Peace Garden, containing memorial 
stones, a play area, an outdoor 
gathering space, and a place of 
meditation. 

Spencer planned the hardscape.  
Contracts were sent for
installation of fencing along the
property line of garage upon
completion of a survey. Fill,
water and electric service, and
landscaping transformed the
space into a useful garden
environment. Pat Murphy chose
plantings for easy maintenance,
drought tolerance and seasonal
color. Spencer brought in Sprigs
& Twigs to sanitize the area and
plant trees.  
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The Peace Garden space is small and charming with Spencer's design of gravel walkway, berm 
and benches. Evergreen anchors the Garden in Winter.  

The economical plan for low-
maintenance, inexpensive, 
seasonal, indigenous plants 
currently includes: White 
Clover in the lawn; Liriope as
a ground cover around the 
lamppost and along the path;
Nepeta Walker's Low along 
fence rail borders,with Vinca
for the shady area; Karl 
Foster grasses, noted on  the 
landscaper's list of plants, 
were planted; Sedum 
Autumn Joy and Rudbeckia 
Goldsturm, from Pat's 

Garden, planted on one side of fence; Hosta donated by Jan Hine, for the border; Rug Juniper 
on the berm; tulips (ordered by Spencer), daffodils, annuals, petunias and begonias planted on 
the berm by Carol Bunting, Pat and Lucille Boltz; Lambs Ear, Stachys Helene von Stein (a non-
blooming variety) along the berm border; a yellow rose bequeathed to the Peace Garden by 
Barbara May to leave a part of her family at All Souls.   

The soil from Sprigs & Twigs is so rich that all plants grow well and multiply. Trees, selected by
Spencer and planted by Sprigs & Twigs, include a Pink Dogwood by the granite stone, a Red 
Maple left of the bench, a Japanese Maple in the corner, and a Black Gum tree to the right of 
the Garden entrance. 

End Notes
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The “Gardeners” has become a Team with a budget. Currently (2018) this Team consists of Pat 
Murphy, Jan Hine, Carol Bunting, Lucille Boltz, Kathy Spindler, Priscilla Newell, Bob Bunting, 
and Kate Treadwell-Hill.

Others who assisted with gardening over the years are Liz MacAlister/Cato Corner Farm, 
Shirley Konczyk, Joel Ackerman, Nick & Clare Evento, Pat Abraham, Paul Shaffer, Kate 
Treadwell-Hill, Cathy Spindler, Vic & Janet Marolda, Sid Gardner, Sioux Mackey, Bob LaVoie.

It is regrettable that Judy Nickerson's landscape design, very detailed and representing long 
hours of work, is not viable due to the new construction plans for the building. 

However, Judy's design and extensive, appropriate list of  "low-maintenance, drought-tolerant 
and seasonal color" plants will be perennially helpful when construction ends and peripheral 
plantings are newly considered, and souls and spirits of past Gardeners blend with those of 
future Gardeners. 

Originals of her design, plant choices and planting comments are available by contacting Pat 
Murphy.

Spencer Johnson died in January, 2017. His spirit remains in the gardens. 
Spencer's original Peace Garden Plan is available by contacting Pat Murphy.

Editors ~ Clare Evento, Pat Abraham
Production ~ Tina DuBosque

9



Spencer Johnson's Peace Garden Plan
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Judy Nickerson's Planting Plan for East Side of Building (Parking Lot)
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Judy Nickerson's Plant Material Key ~ 1 of 2
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Judy Nickerson's Plant Material Key ~ 2 of 2
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