
GETTING ACQUAINTED (adapted from Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene, Oregon) 
 
 

OPENING WORDS & CHALICE LIGHTING: 

Let our sharing together provide a place where memories are rooted, where mysteries are pondered, where 

dreams are nourished, where love is freely given, where failures are owned and accepted, where sorrows are 

transformed, where our lives are deepened, challenged, and uplifted.  Let this be such a time and place. 
~Adapted from Rev. David E. Bumbaugh 

 

 

PURPOSE: We come together to build connections and to talk about what deeply matters. 

     

 

CHECK IN What you share may be about your physical or spiritual health, cares or concerns for loved ones, 

issues you are facing.  What are you leaving behind to be here today? 

 

READING OF GROUP COVENANT: 

   

 

FOCUS:  Getting Acquainted.  Each person in the group speaks uninterrupted; if time remains, general 

response and conversation are welcome.   

 

We need one another when we mourn and would be comforted. 

We need one another when we are in trouble and afraid. 

We need one another when we are in despair, in temptation, and need to be recalled to our best selves again. 

We need one another when we would accomplish some great purpose, and cannot do it alone. 

We need one another in the hour of success, when we look for someone to share our triumphs. 

We need one another in the hour of defeat, when with encouragement we might endure, and stand again. 

We need one another when we come to die, and would have gentle hands prepare us for the journey. 

All our lives we are in need, and others are in need of us. 
~ George E. Odell 

 

 

SHARING 

1. What would you like to share about yourself with the group, including if you wish, where  

       you are on your life journey and what is particularly important to you at this time? 

2. What questions are you facing in your life? 

3. What do you want to get from being in the group and what do you want to offer to the group? 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY CHECK: Is there anything that you shared here today that you would like held 

confidential?  Otherwise, this is a reminder that we treat each other’s sharing with kindness and respect.   

 

 

CLOSING WORDS:   

We give thanks for the gifts of each other’s sharing. We say  

“Thank you for risking your story. 

Thank you for creating a place of safety. 

Thank you for listening with appreciation as we deepen our knowing of  

one another through the weeks to come.” 

 
~Adapted from “Gatherings”, by Tony Bushman and Bill Hamilton-Holway 


