December 2018

ALL SOULS NEW LONDON
A Unitarian Universalist Congregation
19 Jay Street, New London, CT 06320
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a liberal religious congregation
that nurtures lifelong spiritual development. We covenant to create a
welcoming, caring, justice-seeking community within and beyond these walls.

December Ministry Theme: The Wholly Family
Words to live by:
“The bond that links your true family is not one of blood, but of respect and joy in each other’s life.” – Richard Bach
December 2: “The Wholly Family Seeks Love, Laughter and Good Vibes”
Two Services: 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Worship Leader: Reverend Carolyn Patierno
Preacher: Caitlin O’Brien
In our friend and family circles this winter, how might we smooth the way for healing laughter, talk that doesn't compete, and rooms that feel warm in all ways? For a month, my family has experimented with the Scandinavian concept
of "Hygge" (cozy contentment), and I'll be reporting back!

Black Lives Matter

December 9: Solstice Service - No Faith Formation Classes
PUBLIC WITNESS ON SUNDAYS
One Service: 4:30 p.m.
AFTER THE FIRST SERVICE
Worship Leader: Reverend Carolyn Patierno
Winter solstice is a celebration of ancient wisdom. Suzanne Wingrove-Haugland’s Solstice Cycle Ritual accompanies the
songs that have become All Souls favorites. We journey together through the darkness and emerge renewed into the
light. Come and celebrate!
December 16: Paper Bag Pageant—No Faith Formation Classes
One Service: 10 a.m.
Worship Leader: Perry Montrose
A multigenerational extravaganza, retelling the ancient and familiar story of Jesus’ birth. All are invited to participate.
Costumes – nothing fancy – will be provided in a – you guessed it – paper bag, labeled for the cast of characters. As
you arrive, you are invited to pick a bag and put on the costume. For those who wish to remain seated there will be
animal masks or stars.
New London Food Pantry Offering: Boxed mixes: pancakes, muffin, cake
December 23: “The Gift of the Magi”—No Faith Formation Classes
One Service: 10:00 a.m.
Worship Leader: Reverend Carolyn Patierno
Musicians: Jonathan Towne, Becky Noreen, Karen Eithier– Waring, and The Carolans
The O. Henry short story is one of giving and receiving with grace and love. It is the perfect story to consider on the eve
of Christmas Eve. We will do so with music and joy.
December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Two Services: 4:30 & 7 p.m.
The lights dim and we gather to celebrate the ancient story’s beauty and resonance. Hope born again!
Good Neighbor Offering: Ministers’ Discretionary Fund page 8.
December 30: “Love the Hell Out of This World,” —No Faith Formation Classes
One Service: 10 a.m.
Worship Leader: Reverend Carolyn Patierno
Guest Preacher: Matt Meyer
When the culture around us doesn’t encourage us to be our best selves, how do we model the kind of world we want
to live in? Matt will reflect on the good and bad of middle school, the time he picked the very best costume for a highstakes fifth grade costume party, and how we find the skills for beloved community. Matt is a musician and community
organizer who has led hundreds of services for UU congregations across the country. He has a degree in hand drumming and has studied abroad in Cuba, Ghana and Central America. Matt serves as Director of Community Life for
Sanctuary Boston and is a founding resident of the Lucy Stone Cooperative in Roxbury.
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festive, sometimes stressful, tables
with family and friends. In many traditions it is also the season of giving.

end of this year. The task force met
last month and is excited and have
begun an in-depth review of potential governance models. Feel free to
share your thoughts with any of the
members of the task force or the
Board.

At the Board table we sadly said
goodbye to Tom Lescoe as he
After the congregation overwhelm- leaves to co-chair the Stewardship |
Capital Campaign Committee with
ingly voted to move forward on our
Henrietta Mountz. Brad Mock has
important capital project we will all
agreed to step into his shoes and
be asked to support the work of All
Sean Elliot will be completing Brad’s
Souls by making a commitment to
give more. The dream to expand our term as member-at-large. Thank you
physical space to include a commu- both and we’ll miss you Tom!
nity room, a new kitchen and addiAll Souls is a vibrant and vital part of
tional classroom space among other our region. We need everyone to
perks will now move forward. To
take a seat at the table to continue
make this dream a reality we will
this new phase, this new project, this
need many souls around the table.
forward thinking, continuously evolvWe are fortunate to have a commit- ing vision of who we are and what All
Souls will be - full of hope, energy
ted Stewardship | Capital Camand love.
paign Committee working with our
consultant Barry Finklestein who
many of you had the pleasure to
meet at the November 18 congrega- Happy Holidays!
tional meeting. The committee is in
Maggie Clouet, co-president
the process of organizing a steering
committee to oversee the many aspects needed for a successful capital campaign. Remember Souls,
everyone is not only welcome but
encouraged to sit at the table!

All Souls is governed by the congreBOARD of TRUSTEES gation. A network of committees,
Co-Vice Presidents: Maggie teams, and task forces work with our
Clouet and Laurel Holmes ministers and staff, carrying the dayVice President:
to-day work of our beloved commuvacant
nity. This year the Board has
Treasurer: Brad Mock
charged a Governance Task Force
Secretary: Andy Derr
to review our current structure of
Judy Beahan
governance. The souls that have
Denise Davies
agreed to sit on this task force are
Tina DuBosque
Brad Mock
Andy Derr, Tina DuBosque, Theresa
Rebecca Noreen
Reynolds, David Gonzalez-Rice,
RE DIRECTOR EMERITA
along with Reverend Carolyn. Other
Sandy Geaman
models of governance will be reA huge thank you to Nicolo searched and recommendations will
Festa for his proofreading be forwarded to the Board by the
the newsletter each month.
Thank you, Nicolo!
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We tell the ancient story at All Souls to remember who we
are in the present: radically hospitable – meaning that we
strive to extend hospitality that is frequently disruptive and
uncomfortable. Through our commitment to refugee resettlement and as a Sanctuary Congregation, it is understood
that our shared principles call us to extend ourselves. We
figure out ways to be good neighbors and allies within and
beyond our walls.

A MESSAGE FROM REVEREND CAROLYN
“Stories have to be told or they die, and when they die, we
can’t remember who we are or why we’re here.” From The
Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Advent has begun. It is a season of anticipation … waiting
… waiting for the dark to turn to light … waiting for the story
to arc and to hopeful conclusion. It is a season for Hark! The First, we pay attention. Anyone who is paying attention
Herald Angels Sing! and “faithful friends who are dear to us
cannot avoid the story that is taking shape at the Mexican
will be near to us once more.”
and U.S. border. It describes who we are right now as a nation and it describes each of us as citizens of the world. It is
It is a season that is steeped in stories, a Christian story, a
a story of despair and hope both – hope because babies
pagan story, a Jewish story, a story told by African American
have been born along the long and arduous route; queer
communities … each of these stories have a festival, a holy
couples have been able to marry; and very simply, the
day in the month ahead.
sheer, incredible fact that thousands of refugees are fueled
We will hold several of these stories close at All Souls largely only by the hope of a better, more peaceful life – that’s all
to remember who we are and why we are here – as Sue
about hope and faith, too.
Monk Kidd describes.
We know the causes of despair are policies and attitudes
A painting shared on Facebook by our neighbors at St.
that defame these refugees as less than holy and whole.
James Episcopal Church moved me so much that I shared it International law allows for migration and opportunity to
on All Souls’ Facebook page. Its title is “Holy Family” and it is claim asylum. As a country we are casting away these
by the artist Kelly Latimore. Here it is:
norms. We need to recognize this casting away not as a
“new normal” but as a violation of our deepest values as
Americans and for us, as Unitarian Universalists who hold
radical hospitality at the center of our gathering.
We have opportunity this month to tell the story of ancient
and modern families who fueled by faith and hope imagine
peace in their lives. We tell these stories over and over
again in order to remember who we are and why we are
here.
We strive to be a “Wholly Family” – this month’s ministry
theme. Whole. Holy. Every family that is part of All Souls is
both whole and holy. Our families are different from each
other’s and are created differently as well. Our words to live
by this month are these: “The bond that links your true family
is not one of blood, but of respect and joy in each other’s
life.” Richard Bach

The painting tells a story, one we know well. It is a story of a
family that is called by Christians the “Holy Family”. It is the
ancient story of a young and unwed mother’s questionable
conception and pregnancy. Against all convention of the
time, the man to whom she is betrothed agrees to join her
and her soon-to-be-born baby to form what will be an unconventional and wholly / holy family. There is so much
more this family would face together not the least of which
is the child’s birth as the parents are forced to flee their
homeland. As refugees they seek shelter wherever hospitality may be offered. There’s no room for the town is full to the
brim with other refugees who are fleeing.

Let’s move into this holy season offering each other respect
for and joy in each other’s lives. Let’s resolve to love each
other more openly for Love is what makes resilience possible. We have a caravan as a model of love and resilience.
Let’s do what we can to extend a radical hospitality to refugees, immigrants, our neighbors, and to each other.

We are All Souls where all souls are welcome.

Here is an imagined scene of that refugee family:

Don’t forget.
With Love and blessings to carry you through the season
with joy,
Reverend Carolyn

Portinari Altarpience by Hugo Van Der Goes (c. 1475).
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Faith Formation
Perry’s Ponderings

We began this season of giving at the Bread Communion Service with an offering for OIC to support job training and employment and a canned soup collection for the New London Food Pantry. Before the offering, we all “reached down to
gather the bounty of the earth” and “reached up to the sky for inspiration” before doing the “wave of generosity” during
our Stretch for Giving. Physical stretching wakes up our senses, but stretching our capacity for giving is also rejuvenating. It
wakes up our sense of power to make a difference. In biblical stories, “stretching out the hand” precedes miracles. In Unitarian Universalism, we create miracles from our good works. By stretching out the hand of giving, we embody the spirit of
compassion that is core to our faith.
The Saturday after Thanksgiving, several All Souls youth and their families joined with families from Mystic Congregational
Church to clean up the grounds of Habitat for Humanity. There was confusion in the event organizing, so no staff person
was there when everyone showed up. Nevertheless, a leaf blower appeared out of someone’s car and rakes arrived from
down the street. When staff arrived, the miracle of perfectly groomed grounds had unfolded through the generosity of
hard work. There was a great sense of comradery among those who raked together in order to allow Habitat to focus on
their important community work.
The knitting of warmth in Project Warm Refugees and the gifts collected in Adopt-a-Family are two more ways All Souls is
giving to the community that is beyond our walls. Later in December, we will also be collecting men’s gloves, blankets,
and backpacks for the Homeless Hospitality Center. Our giving in this season is also focused on the community within All
Souls. Children and youth are making gifts, cookies, and cards for homebound Souls. These gift packages will be delivered
by families so our homebound congregants know we are thinking of them. They remain part of our fabric even when they
cannot join us physically. If your family would like to make a delivery, please contact me.
We give to one another with our presence during this busy, joyful, and often complicated time of the year. In all of the
calls for giving, it is important to hear your own voice. Sometimes you are called to do something for others and, in moments, it is most important to listen to what you need. It is a gift to be able to ask for help and open your heart to receive
it. The vulnerability of receiving care can be difficult but, in allowing it, we are giving someone else the opportunity to be
the giver. I wish you the gift of stretching in your giving and receiving this holiday season.

Adult Faith Formation Brainstorming
Sunday, Dec. 2 at 11 a.m.
What is our vision for Adult Faith Formation?
What programs do we want to create?
What do we want to experience together?
Be a part of the conversation.

Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 2, 9:30 a.m.: Faith Formation classes; 11:15: Youth Group (last classes of 2018)

Sunday, Dec. 2, 11 a.m.: Adult Faith Formation brainstorming
Sunday, Dec. 16, 10 a.m.: Paper Bag Pageant Service
Monday, Dec. 24, 4:30 and 7 p.m.: Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, January 6, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.: Classes/Youth Group resume

Thank you...
Clara Franklin for substitute teaching in our Nov. 11 5th-6th grade class.
Gabby Martin for assisting with childcare for our Congregational Meeting on Nov. 18.
Gillian Beebe and Glennys Ulschak for donating some supplies, toys and games to our Children & Youth Faith Formation
Program.
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Board of Trustees Notes
The Board of Trustees met on Thursday, November 15, 2018. Highlights of the meeting include:
1. A report from the Stewardship|Capital Campaign Committee.
2. Preparation for the Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 18.
For complete minutes go to www.allsoulsnewlondon.org. Click on “About Us,” then “Board of Trustees and
Governance.”
The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be Thursday, December 20, 2018 at 5:30 pm, in the Vail Library.
All meetings of the Board of Trustees are open to the Congregation as observers, except in those cases when
it goes into executive session.
Andy Derr, Secretary, amderr01@gmail.com

Membership Messages
Creating a Culture of Welcoming
In the spirit of radical hospitality that we embrace at All Souls, each of us is called to create a culture of welcoming within our congregation. With this in mind, the next time you are at All Souls put
yourself in the shoes of a visitor.
If you notice someone with a paper nametag, they are probably a visitor or someone who has only attended All Souls a few times. Introduce yourself and welcome them! Let them know you are
glad they are here. If you see someone sitting by themselves, join them! This goes for visitors and
members alike.
During the passing of the peace please notice if there are visitors sitting near you and welcome
them to All Souls. After the service invite them to join you for coffee or direct them to the welcome
table or introduce them to the minister.
Not sure what to say? Try, “Is this your first time at All Souls?” Have you ever attended a UU service before? Are you familiar with Unitarian Universalism? Would you like to join me in the coffee
line? Have you visited the welcome table? Have you met our minister yet? We’re glad you’re
here! Do you have any questions I could answer? How did you hear about All Souls?
Consider the visitor as you would a guest in your own home. Let visitors know they are important
and you are glad they came. By making a personal connection we are encouraging the visitor
who is looking for a religious home to come back and learn more about our congregation and
Unitarian Universalism. I invite all in the congregation to be part of this spiritual practice of religious
hospitality.
“Hospitality, true hospitality, is emotionally powerful. It touches something very deep in us – our
profound human longing to feel accepted, to belong, to be loved, to feel safe, to be valued and
respected.” From “Religious Hospitality – A Spiritual Practice for Congregations,”
by Rev. Peter Morales
Do you have questions about membership at All Souls?
Questions? Lynn Tavormina, membership chair, at bltavo@atlanticcbb.net or 860-389-3859
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entail more discernment from the congregation,
as well as a congregational meeting.

Stewardship | Capital Campaign News

Then we will roll up our sleeves. This project will
be powered by all of us. There will of course be
opportunity to contribute money to this project
(very important!). But there will also be rewardOn November 18, the
ing work to contribute. There is a role for everycongregation voted
one in this endeavor, for people who like to sit
overwhelmingly to apdown and talk, for people who can meet every
prove a building plan
week, for people who have a few minutes in the
and capital campaign
to support it! What does evening to type on their computer; for artists and
this mean and where do writers, for people who want a simple task; for
people with a lot of spare time, or a little; for
we go from here? In
people who can give a massage to an impractical terms it means that our consultant,
portant committee chair in their life; for tour
Barry Finkelstein, will be conducting a feasibility
guides; for bakers; and for communicators.
study in early January to determine how much
money we as a congregation can reasonably
raise to support a building project that will meet In the next few weeks and months, you may hear
the congregation’s growing needs.
the call to service, say YES!
It’s time to roll up our
sleeves.

Hopefully you have had a chance to see the design for this project, whether looking at the model
of the original design in the hallway or the updated drawings hanging in Unity Hall. Among other
features, a new kitchen, community room, dedicated room for youth group, and an efficiency
apartment to use as needed for perhaps sanctuary, refugee resettlement or an intern, all are part
of this plan.

It’s time to roll up our sleeves.
Questions?: Stewardship | Capital Campaign
Co-chairs:
Henrietta Mountz henrietta68@comcast.net or
Tom Lescoe tlescoe@hotmail.com

The vote on November 18 was a beginning. It
was a resolution by the congregation to move
forward with the project, but there is still a lot to
be determined:

Are you wondering about
membership at All Souls?

How much will the project cost? Contractors
that have been hired give us a cost estimate as
well as when to start planning construction. We
should have a cost estimate by the second week
of December.

Save the date

Saturday, April 6
We will be holding our
Considering Membership Workshop
and you’re invited!

How much money can we raise? Consultant
Barry Finkelstein will be speaking with a diverse
cross section of the congregation starting on Sunday, January 6, 2019 and will create an estimate More information and signups coming soon….
of how much money can be raised.
With this information, we will know what is feasible. If it looks like we can raise the money needed, we all cheer and roll up our sleeves. If it does
not look as though we can raise all the funds, we
will have to scale back the project or borrow
money to make up the difference. If it looks like
we will need to take out a mortgage, All Souls’
bylaws require a congregational vote. This will

Questions? Lynn Tavormina, Membership Chair
at bltavo@atlanticbb.net or
860-389-3859
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Call to Action from the Volunteer Coordinator
Service = LOVE.
This goes both ways. To serve others is to express one of the purest forms of love for another human being,
with no expectation of anything in return. It is equally true that to accept help from another is one of the
deepest forms of self-love. If we allow others to serve us when we need it, we can then be our best selves and
in turn help others when we are able. It’s a wonderful circle of care when opened.
I invite you to open that circle today with your fellow souls. How would you most like to be of service to others? What kind of help might you need? Tell me so we can build those connections together. We have many
at All Souls that are looking to help someone else with a variety of things, and we have congregational needs
that just might be the perfect fit for you. Consider saying yes if you are asked.
The holiday season is not the only season for giving. Every day we share our lives with each other is another
opportunity to serve and show our love for each other. There is no better time than now to share your time,
talents, grow in compassion and understanding, and be the best we can be – TOGETHER. Call or email me
today to get connected.
Questions? Theresa Reynolds, volunteer coordinator at volunteer@allsouls.net

Nominating and Leadership Development (NLD) News!
UUA New England Region is presenting some great workshops. If you are a member an All Souls committee,
team or task force, or if you just want to learn and improve your leadership skills, plan to attend one of these
inspiring workshops.
Save the date(s)!! Workshop site location will soon be available.
Detailed information: https://www.uua.org/new-england/workshops-webinars
Feb 21, 2019: Mission and Metrics: How We Count What Counts
March 9, 2019: Generational and Cultural Shifts in Congregational Stewardship
March 16, 2019: Growing Visitors into Members
March 23, 2019: Focus on Family Ministry
May 18, 2019: Be Bold! Vital Multicultural Congregations and Communities
Questions? Janet Marolda at janetm1225@atlanticbb.net or any member of NLD.

Sanctuary Task Force / Immigration Justice
There are currently two churches actively offering sanctuary in CT. Happily, in October, Malik Naveed bin
Rehman and Zahida Altaf were able to leave sanctuary at the First Congregational Church of Old Lyme!
They are still seeking an appeal of their case but were able to return to their home and business in New Britain
after six months in sanctuary.
The Unitarian Universalist Church in Meriden has Sujitno Sajuti in sanctuary. His wife, Dahlia, is also living at the
church with him. October marked a year in sanctuary. Sujitno’s lawyer has tried many things and continues
to work on his behalf.
First and Summerfield United Methodist Church in New Haven has Nelson Pinos in sanctuary. Nelson has been
in sanctuary since November 30, 2017. There has been a recent effort to increase his case's visibility. One
hundred and thirty letters were delivered to ICE on his behalf, a few of those letters from fellow All Souls members and Reverend Carolyn.
If you would like to get more involved in immigration justice, I would be happy to hear from you and add you
to my email list! There are often letter writing campaigns, rallies, and other work to be done.

Questions: Denise Davies at denisedavies@gmail.com or 860-389-7278
7

Opportunity for Service:
Community Meal
As always, we continue our ministry to feed our
neighbors at the New London Community Meal
Center on Montauk Avenue in New London for two
monthly meals in December. Youth 14 and older
are welcome. If you want to be invited to sign up
with a Doodle invitation, please send an email to
meals@allsouls.net so you can be put on the list.
Your help is needed! Please consider signing up to
work one of the following shifts:

Wednesday, December 12
Serve food from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Saturday, December 15
Prepare the food from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
Serve and clean up from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 29
Prepare food from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
Serve and clean up from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m.
The Fifth Saturday Meal especially needs help!
fifth, Satur-

We were short handed for the September
day meal, both shifts, but especially the later shift.
In December some of our regulars will be away due
to the holidays.
Please consider signing up to serve during this ministry. Put it on your calendar now! We need people
to perform the following tasks:

Task 1: On Friday, December 28, purchase the food
for the meal from BJs and deliver it to the Community Meal Center. You will be reimbursed. A key is
available or you could time your delivery to coincide with one of the Friday meals.
Task 2: On Saturday, December 29, pick up the
baked goods donated by BJ’s before 9a.m. This will
require calling the BJ’s receiving dock on the
Wednesday before to let them know you are coming on Saturday.
Task 3: On Saturday, December 29, prepare the
food from 9 to 11:30 a.m. We need five to six people.
Task 4: On Saturday, December 29, serve and
clean up from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m – We need five to six
people.
Questions? Carol Irwin at 860-822-3391, send an
email to meals@allsouls.net, or just show up and
help.

Good Neighbor Offering
The month our Good Neighbor Offering beneficiary is
the Minister’s Discretionary Fund, (MDF). This fund supports souls within and beyond the congregation in time
of need. As well, the MDF support organizations that
share our values.
Questions? Karen Gonzalez-Rice at
karen.gonzalez.rice@gmail.com
November’s GNO raised $795.00 for The Industrialization Center of New London County, Inc. (OIC).
Thank you to all who contributed!

Treasurer’s Report—Bookkeeper Transition
As was shared last month, Tom Lescoe resigned from
the Board of Trustees in order to co-chair the
Stewardship | Capital Campaign Team. Brad Mock
has graciously stepped into the Treasurer’s position.
As we are in the midst of this transition, January’s
newsletter will include a Treasurer’s report that will
cover a two-month period.
And there is yet more transition, Ella Agranovich, our
bookkeeper for the past 10 years, has resigned. Her
last day is December seventh. She will be taking a full
-time position at Safe Futures. We wish her well and
thank her for her dedicated and excellent service to
All Souls.

A Message from Hospitality
Thanks for all the snack donations on Sunday
mornings! We always appreciate the goodies
and savory offerings!
Our “Left Behind” shelf is filling up again! We
have commuter tumblers, pie plates, casserole
dishes and things for which you may have been
searching! Please check under the coffee mug
return cart in the kitchen on Sunday!
From your kitchen crew, thanks again!
Katrina and Janet
Questions? Contact Katrina Bercaw at
katrinabercaw@yahoo.com
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Green Sanctuary
We’re baaaack! Green Sanctuary is up and running, and looking for excited energetic members
who would like to help All Souls to be re-accredited as a Green Sanctuary Congregation. Anyone
who was on the original committee would be a welcome member to give history and insights from
the original accreditation. And of course, new members with new ideas and energy are also needed as we have a lot to do.
We need multiple projects in each of five areas: worship and celebration, religious education, environmental justice, sustainable living, and independent projects. As you can see, there are a lot of
possibilities for creative energy.
The meetings will be the second Tuesday of the month from 7 – 8:30 p.m. in the evening, starting December 11.
Questions? Jonathan Harger at 860-739-4224 or hejeharger@atlanticbb.net.

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
Christmas Day
What are your plans for Christmas Day? If you
would like to spend some time together with
other Souls on Christmas Day, join us for a Small
Group Ministry session. The 1-2 hour get-together
is a chance to share stories and feelings about
the holidays and to socialize in a supportive setting. It can be a wonderful part of the holiday!
There will be a sign-up sheet for the session on a
couple Sundays. Actual timeframe to be determined
Questions? Susanne Colten-Carey at
ssc-c@comcast.net or 860-434-999

Project Warm Refugees —
and Warm Students
As the colder weather moves in, it is
time to turn in items made for refugees
and students.
Final collection is Sunday, December 2.
Please give items to Carol Bunting.
Thanks for your help with this project.
Questions? Carol Bunting at
cbeema@sbcglobal.net or
860.460.3373.

Thank you,
The Small Group Ministry Team:
Susanne Colten-Carey, Kathy Fleissner,
Carol Irwin
Questions? Susanne Colten-Carey at
ssc-c@comcast.net, Carol Irwin at
irbaldery@sbcglobal.net or Kathy Fleissner at
kathyandbetty@comcast.net
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Holiday Adopt-a-Family
All Souls
Holiday Craft Fair
For adults and children
Saturday, December 1
10 a.m. until 3 p.m. in Unity Hall
Join us for this most popular event.
Bring relatives, friends and neighbors.
☆☆☆☆They will all thank you! ☆☆☆☆
☆☆This is a different kind of craft fair!☆☆
Have a fun & relaxing holiday experience.
☆☆☆☆Come for an hour, for the day or ☆☆☆☆
★★★ just at noon for a delicious homemade lunch.★★★
For a minimal price, supplies will be available for you to make:
A CANDY HOUSE ☆ A GIFT ☆ ORNAMENTS
A TOY ☆ DECORATONS
A WREATH ☆ & MORE
Make soup
Sell tickets
Helpers are needed
Little or no experience is necessary!
Questions? Sandy Geaman at 860-739- 6798 or
sandygeaman@hotmail.com

All Souls will be adopting three families this
year! Christmas Tree posters with tags are
posted in the hallway.
Here’s the way it works: Select a tag that contains the name and item an individual is requesting. Purchase the item, wrap and label it
with the recipient’s name and family number
and return to All Souls no later than
December 9.
Questions? Pat Murphy at 860-444-0160

Get ready for an All Souls
Basket Raffle!

Paper Bag Pageant
On Sunday, December 16 at10 a.m., we will be presenting
the “Paper Bag Pageant: A Living Nativity Story.” This will
involve the whole congregation, especially the children.
Each year we retell the story of Jesus’ birth. We will hear this
ancient and familiar story once again.
This story of a baby born in a stable, the story of shepherds
and magi, the story of angels and a shining star.

Many of you, we hope, will take part in the telling of the story. You will help us to experience this old story in a new way,
as if it were happening all over again for the first time.
Costumes – nothing fancy – will be provided in a “paper
bag” labeled for the various participants: sheep, shepherds, angels, wise people, pigs, camels, sheep, etc., and
as souls arrive at church that day they will pick a bag and
put on the costume. The narrators will call each group forward at the right time. For those who wish to remain in their
seats we will have animal masks and stars – so everyone
can have a part.
Come and enjoy this All Souls’ tradition!
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Baskets will be on display in the hall on
Saturday, December 1 at the Craft Fair
and Sunday morning, December 2 before
the 9:30 a.m. service.
Winners will be announced on Sunday,
December 2 at the first service coffee
hour.
Have some fun creating a basket!
Themes might include movies, games,
arts & crafts, puzzles, holiday, barbeque
etc.
Please drop off your Basket contribution
to All Souls by noon on Friday, November
30.
Questions: Audrey Daigneault:
860-949-8631 or
audrey.daigneault@gmail.com

Caroling Party!
Saturday, December 15
6 to 8:30 p.m.
Join us as we enjoy our annual Christmas caroling event for our downtown neighbors! We will
meet in Unity Hall at 6 p.m., to pick up lyrics and lights, and then spend an hour plus caroling. If we
are really good, Santa sometimes lets us carol from the roof of the Mohegan Hotel! Afterwards we
head back to All Souls. Hot drinks are provided. Bring your favorite treats to share.

Transportation will be provided for mobile challenged carolers.
All are welcome! Bring your kids! Bring your friends!

Questions? Kathy Whealton at 865-776-6337 or kwhealton@yahoo.com

HOLIDAY POINTSETTIAS
Order a pointsettia for display in the sanctuary during Holiday services and then take it home with
you after the last service to give as a gift on Christmas Day or to enjoy for the rest of the Holiday
season.
Plants are $10.00 each, choose from red, pink, or white.
You may order as many plants as you wish. Clip or print the order form below and mail it with your
check to:
All Souls UU Congregation
19 Jay Street, New London, CT 06320
OR You may place your order with the payment in a sealed envelope and put it in the offering
basket. (Please write “Poinsettia” on the memo line.)
Only those plants that are ordered and paid for by December 7 will be delivered in time for holiday
services.
========================================
All Souls Poinsettia Order 2018
Please make check out to: “All Souls UU Congregation” and write “Poinsettia” on the memo line.
NAME: ______________________________________________________TEL:_______________________________
If you wish the flower(s) to be placed in memory or honor of a special person please note the
name(s) below:
NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________
RED how many?___ PINK how many?___ WHITE how many?___
Total plants ______ @$10 each | Amount enclosed $________
Only those plants that are ordered and paid for by December 7 will be delivered in time for the
holiday services.
Download and print form here
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Holidays in a Nutshell
Holiday Craft Fair & Basket Raffle
Saturday, December 1 at 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Join us for one of All Souls’ most popular intergenerational events for nearly 40 years! This is a different kind of
craft fair!

Solstice Service
Sunday, December 9 at 4:30 p.m.
Winter solstice is a celebration of ancient wisdom. Suzanne Wingrove-Haugland’s Solstice Cycle Ritual accompanies the songs that have become All Souls favorites. We journey together through the darkness and
emerge renewed into the light. Come and celebrate!

Caroling Party
Saturday, December 15, 6 – 8:30 p.m.
Bundle up and join the festive All Souls Carolers. We will gather briefly at Unity Hall at 6 p.m. to pick up music
and then head out into the neighborhood, make the rounds spreading good cheer for about an hour, and
return to warm up in Unity Hall with hot chocolate, cider and such goodies as your choir members and you
are moved to contribute. Join the fun!

Paper Bag Pageant
Sunday, December 16 at 10 a.m.
A multigenerational extravaganza, retelling the ancient and familiar story of Jesus’ birth. All are invited to participate. Costumes – nothing fancy – will be provided in a – you guessed it – paper bag,
labeled for the cast of characters. As you arrive, you are invited to pick a bag and put on the costume. For
those who wish to remain seated there will be animal masks or stars.

Worship: Gift of the Magi
Sunday, December 23 at 10 a.m.
The O. Henry short story is one of giving and receiving with grace and love. It is the perfect story to consider
on the eve of Christmas Eve. We will do so with music and joy.

Candlelight Christmas Eve

Monday, December 24 at 10 a.m.
The lights dim and we gather to celebrate the ancient story’s beauty and resonance. Hope born again!

Love the Hell Out of this World
Sunday, December 30 at 4:30 and 7 p.m.
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GET CONNECTED!
Elderjourney

There will be no Elderjourey in December

Join the group of All Souls members and friends 65 and older for lunch and fellowship. Bag a lunch
and join us at noon every second Tuesday of the month. Dessert and program provided by monthly
volunteers!
Questions? Tammy Barber, Office Administrator at 860-443-0316
Book Club
Monday, December 18—1p.m.
The book club will discuss The Past by Tessa Hadley
All congregants are welcome.
Questions? Mary Rioux at 860-271-1037 or Pat Abraham at 860-434-5758

Meditation

Every Tuesday 7:15 a.m. and Wednesday 5:30 p.m.

The meditation group meets twice a week, every Tuesday at 7:15 a.m. and every Wednesday at
5:30 p.m.
Everyone is most welcome! Basic guidelines are offered to all newcomers and guided meditation is
offered during some of the sessions. Instruction in basic chanting as a meditative practice is occasionally included.
Each session includes 30 minutes of silent sitting meditation, 10 minutes of walking meditation, and
15 minutes of dharma sharing, in which folks, if they choose, may share their meditation
experiences.
Attendance is free but donations are gratefully accepted.
Questions? Pamala Lewis at pamalalewis@comcast.net or Jean Jerbert at
j.jerbert@yahoo.com, or Sean Kane at sean.kean@conncoll.edu or 860-442-6152

Craft Circle

Every Wednesday 7 p.m.

Craft Circle meets every Wednesday, 7- 8:30 p.m. Do you knit, crochet, quilt, cross stitch, scrapbook,
_______? (fill in the blank.) Bring your current projects to work on as we have a social gathering. We
may have someone with the know-how if you are seeking a new craft or have questions for a current project.
[Please refrain from wearing scent. Some of us are highly sensitive/allergic.]
Questions? Carol Bunting at 860-460-3373 or cbeema@sbcglobal.net

Harbor Moon Covenant of the Unitarian Universalist Pagans (HMCUUPS)
Annual Solstice Ritual--Earlier date this year! Sunday, Dec 9at 4:30 pm
Winter solstice is a celebration of ancient wisdom. Please join us for an evening of
singing, ritual and great joy. Suzanne Wingrove-Haugland’s Solstice Cycle Ritual
accompanies the songs that have become All Souls favorites. We journey together through the darkness and emerge renewed into the light. Come and celebrate!
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Friday Night Folk Presents
Daphne Lee Martin
December 7, 2018
7:30 p.m.

A life shaped by art, travel, and
exploration... by mile markers, rear
view mirrors, and wanderlust.
Singer songwriter Daphne Lee Martin has juggled multiple
roles through her career, balancing a road warrior's commitment to the road with a sound that blends the traditions of southern roots music with the sharp sensibilities of
New England folk, indie rock, sophisticated soul, and all
points in between.
On Scared Fearless, her fifth album of original material,
she shines a light on her years logged as a touring musician. A lifelong musician whose previous albums have
doubled down on her fictional storytelling chops, Martin turns the camera lens upon herself with Scared Fearless. This is the soundtrack to a life spent in the trenches, pulled into battle by one's dedication to art, travel,
and exploration. It's an album shaped by mile markers, rear view mirrors, and wanderlust. And, like the highway that runs beneath Martin's wheels, it points her toward a new horizon.
Daphne Lee Martin will perform at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, December 7. Tickets are $20 at the door, $17 reserved
in advance, and $10 for students and active military with ID.
To purchase advance tickets, go to Eventbrite.com.

To make advance reservations, call 860-443-0316.
Coming next at Friday Night Folk: Geoff Kaufman and Reggie Harris on January 17, 2019.
Questions?: Nick Evento, Friday Night Folk founder (860) 447-9580, nickevento@gmail.com
info@fridaynightfolk.org http://www.fridaynightfolk.org/
daphneleemartin@gmail.com

https://www.daphneleemartin.com/

The mission of Friday Night Folk at All Souls is to joyfully support social and environmental justice by bringing live
traditional, contemporary and multicultural folk music to the larger community in a welcoming and accessible
performance space.
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All Souls on the Bus!

All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Details to come!
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December 2018
Updates at: www.allsoulsnewlondon.org

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
12/1/2018
10:30 AM
*Addiction Ministry
16 Steps
10 to 3 p.m.
Craft Fair and Basket Raffle

12/2/2018
12/3/2018
9:30 AM
*RE Classes
*Worship
11:00 AM
*Adult Faith Formation
Brain Storming
11:15 AM
*Worship
*Youth Group
2:00 PM
*Memorial Service Mark Moore

12/4/2018
7:15 AM
*Meditation
7:00 PM
*NL LGBTQ AA

12/5/2018
12:00 PM
*Staff Meeting
5:30 PM
*Meditation
*Stewardship/Capital
Campaign
*Harbor Moon CUUPS
Solstice Service rehear
6:30 PM
*Choir Practice
7:00 PM
*Craft Circle

12/9/2018
4:30 PM
*Harbor Moon CUUPS
Solstice
No Faith Formation
Classes

12/10/2018
7:00 PM
*Facilities
Meeting

12/11/2018
7:15 AM
*Meditation
3:00 PM
*Pastoral Visitor
Team Meeting
5:30 PM
*Executive Committee Meeting
7:00 PM
*NL LGBTQ AA
*Green Sanctuary
Meeting

12/12/2018
12/13/2018
4:00 PM
*Community Meal
New London Meal Center
5:30 PM
*Meditation
*Stewardship/CC
6:30 PM
*Choir Practice
7:00 PM
*Craft Circle

12/16/2018
10:00 A.M.
Paper
Bag Pageant
No Faith Formation
Classes

12/17/2018 12/18/2018
7:15 AM
*Meditation
7:00 PM
*NL LGBTQ AA

12/23/2018
10:00 A.M.
Worship - The Gift of
the Magi
No Faith Formation
Classes

12/24/2018
4:30 P.M.
Christmas
Candlelight
Service
7:00 P.M.
Christmas
Candlelight
Service

12/26/2018
5:30 PM
*Meditation
Office Closed
Merry Christmas! *Stewardship/CC
7:15 AM
6:30 PM
*Meditation
*Choir Practice
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
*NL LGBTQ AA
*Craft Circle

12/30/2018
10:00 A.M.
*Worship
No Faith Formation
Classes

12/31/2018

1/1/2019
Office Closed
Happy New Year!
7:15 AM
*Meditation
7:00 PM
*NL LGBTQ AA

12/19/2018
4:00 PM
*Caring Committee
Ackerman Room
5:30 PM
*Meditation
Small Group Minis- *Stewardship/CC
try—time to be de- 6:30 PM
termined
*Choir Practice
7:00 PM
*Craft Circle

12/6/2018
6:00 PM
*Worship Arts
Team

2/7/2018
7:00 PM
*Alanon
7:30 PM
*Friday Night Folk

12/8/2018
9:00 AM
*Facilities Work
Party
10:30 AM
*Addiction Ministry
16 Steps

12/14/2018
7:00 PM
*Alanon

12/15/2018
9 am.
Facilities Work party
10:30 AM
*Addiction Ministry
16 Steps
6:00 P.M.
*Christmas Caroling

12/20/2018
12/21/2018
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
*Board Meeting
*Alanon
*Safe Futures Holiday Party

12/22/2018
10:30 AM
*Addiction Ministry
16 Steps

12/27/2018
7:00 PM
*G.R.A.C.E.

12/28/2018
7:00 PM
*Alanon

12/29/2018
10:30 AM
*Addiction Ministry
16 Steps

1/3/2019

1/4/2019
7 P.M.
Alanon

12/25/2018

1/2/2019
12:00 PM
*Staff Meeting
5:30 PM
*Stewardship/CC
6:30 PM
*Choir Practice
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