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Vacation Bible School! 

Registration is now open online!  

Please sign up your kids, grandkids and 

their friends! Registration is easy and quick! 

Vacation Bible School is almost here! Duncan FUMC 

needs your help July 15-19th with this fun event!     

Sign-ups to help are up on the bulletin board outside 

the south entrance to the sanctuary, or call Blake in the 

office. 580-255-3353 

Registration on our website: www.duncanfumc.org 

Radical Discipleship 

Mission u 2019 

July 19-21 

One Day Session, July 22 

Oklahoma City University 

Register online:                         
http://okumc-reg.brtapp.com/Missionu2019 

Spokes for Hope begins next week! 

July 8th—12th 

9 am— 12 pm 

We need a few more volunteers to help 

our youth serve the Duncan community 

with this program!  

Please call the office to sign up to help! 

580-255-3353 



Project 111/CarePortal 

 

Project 111 exists to mobilize a local church so that no child is without 

a family.  CarePortal which is a part of Project 111 is an exciting 

initiative that connects churches and agencies around addressing the 

needs of hurting children and families. This is accomplished through a 

geographically based email communication system that addresses all 

areas of child welfare inviting the church to help. There are several 

areas to support children and families.  Examples are prevention, 

reunification, adoption, and assisting youth who are aging out of foster 

care. 

Many of you are aware that FUMC has been participating in the project 

for quite some time through the leadership and guidance of Rev. Kathy 

Gibson. We would like to see our church continue to participate in this 

wonderful ministry and with your contributions we will be able to help 

children and youth who are truly in need.  

Your donation will assist with support of foster and adoptive families 

while they are caring for, preserving and restoring vulnerable children 

with their families. Donations just need to be ear-marked for 

CarePortal. 

It is exciting to see God move through our church members. Please 

consider making a lasting difference in the lives of at-risk children. Our 

church can and will make a difference! 



Usher - Group 2 

Ronny Powelson 
Aaron Clifton  
  Kitty Clifton     
 Andy Flesher  
Shawn Webb         
 Tracy Webb 

USHERS  -  Group 1 
 

Leonard Case       
Gerald Leach 
   Reg Lasater 
   Bob Schick 

   Jack Stanton 
   Martha Burger         

Prayers for: 

Our Church Family  

 Tom Costello 

Bill Gossett 

Guy Messersmith 

Ed Stahl 

Prayers for: 

Friends and Family  

 

Jimmy Bailey 
Brother of Rob Bailey 

 

First United Methodist Church                      
2300 Country Club Road            

Duncan, OK  73533     
Phone:  580-255-3353               

www.duncanfumc.org                                                  

This Sunday      Next Sunday 

Greeters  

Adult Wing/Narthex  

Bill & Cleeta Taylor 
Southwest Door 

Earl Weisner 
Joyce Porter 

Sanctuary South Door 

Kay Bechtel 

Red Rose Bud 

The red rose bud for 

this Sunday  is 

 

In Celebration of the birth of   William 

“Liam” Terik Braly 

Born 6-26-2019 to proud parents 

Ricky & Morgan Braly 

 

Grandparents: Doyle & Janice Sharp 

Greeters  

Adult Wing/Narthex  

Aaron & Kitty Clifton 
Southwest Door 

Jim & Pat Matthews 
Sanctuary South Door 

Beth Liles 

Missions trip with The Church of the Servant in    

OKC.  October 25th and 26th. 

This will be an annual meeting of Friends of Maua 

Hospital, with a group of 40-50 Methodist churches  

from all over the U.S. that send mission teams, and 

support to the Methodist mission hospital             

in Maua, Kenya. 

For further info please contact Nick Knutson at 

nickknut@gmail.com or   

Facebook, Friends of Maua Hospital 



Visioning and the Church 

Many of you attended the Visioning Report Session last Monday, and for that I am 

grateful.  You had many questions and we tried to answer them as completely as 

possible.  If you could not hear or were not able to attend, I wanted to provide 

information concerning some of the basics.   

In the Great Commission, right before he ascends to heaven, Jesus tells the 

eleven disciples, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you” (Matthew 

28:19).   That is our purpose as the church – to make disciples.  The purpose 

of the Visioning Team was to help fulfill the call of the church...to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  Knowing this, the Visioning Team was organized 

first as a training for our leadership and then to make recommendations to 

the church to stem our continued decline and to begin to reverse the 

decreasing numbers both in giving and attendance.   

 

We studied the church through its history from the first decline 35 years ago 

until today.  The trend has been steady, but has become more noticeable in 

the last 10 years due to the aging of the church.  We used Mission-Insight, 

which is provided by the Oklahoma Annual Conference and can provide 

information from a wide range or resources to look at our current 

community.  The group studied in-depth statistics with regard to the current 

population of Duncan and the forecast for the next 20 years.  We studied 

trends of churchgoers and those who have drifted away from the church or 

never attended.  We also looked at successful churches (both in Duncan and 

in Oklahoma) and their current ministries including worship and small 

groups.   

 

 



The following elected church leaders were mailed the book “The Unstuck 

Church” last fall and in the winter through spring were invited to attend the 

training meetings that led to the visioning for our future: 

Bill Gossett – Chair of Church Council 

Gary Ferguson – Lay Leader 

Max Gallaway – Church Treasurer 

Jim and Pat Matthews – Lay Members to Annual Conference 

John Ray Green – Chair of Staff Parish Relations 

James Warburton – Chair of Trustees 

Louise Green – Chair of Finance 

Also invited because of their capacity for visioning and to provide wide 

representation from the church by age and interest: Barbara Braught, 

Brad Bull, Jay Johnson, Marcus McEntire and Tanya Case. The team was 

then asked to invite any persons they felt could add expertise.           

Earl Weisner was asked to join.   

All meetings were open to any persons to attend. There were never any 
attempts at secrecy or confidentiality by the group. The invitation was 
extended through an open e-mail to the participants who could have 
shared or extended the invitation. 

 
As pastor, Administrative Officer of the church, and Chair of Nominations and 

Lay Development, I invited the team to begin the year with training that was 
focused on church growth.  Again, they were invited because you elected 
them as your Lay Leadership and they represented diversity within the 
church.  The training then led to the visioning process. Not all chose to 
attend depending upon their personal schedules or desires to contribute.  
Approximately ten-twelve individuals attended each meeting.  



The group met as a “team” and not as a “committee.”  Committees are elected 
by Charge Conference, are on-going, and may vote recommendations to 
Church Council.   

 

Your Church Council is the administrative agency of the Charge Conference and 
has the purpose of providing for planning and implementing the 
administration, ministry, and mission of the church.  They are the voting 
body of the church in between the annual Charge Conference.   

 

A team, task force, or support group is a short-term group gathered for a 
specific task.  Any committee or leader may convene a team, task force, or 
support group as needed within the church.  Examples of such groups asked 
to meet for special purposes have been the groups tasked to administrate 
the funds from Press-On Campaign, design the columbarium, and our new 
re-envisioned Shepherd Ministry team.  

 

Leadership training is a normal part of church life.  Training is one of the roles 
of the Committee on Nominations and Lay Development and is often tasked 
to the Pastor.  Training is offered on the roles of leaders as well as the duties 
of the committees.  

 

The group read the book, The Unstuck Church, by Tony Morgan.  Additional 
copies are available for you to borrow.  They have been made available for 
every member.  This book provided valuable information on the life cycles of 
the church as well as how to help the church get unstuck and move forward 
to carry on the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ.   

 

The report by the Visioning Team was made available after the Team 
summarized their recommendations.  The team selected four top priorities 
for 2019.  It was announced in the church newsletter, The Proclaim, and 
copies have been available for all at the church office.   

 

The report and recommendations were presented at the regular Church 
Council in April.  Church Council is an open meeting.  All members have 
voice at that meeting.  Elected Church Leadership and Members at Large 
have vote.  The Council voted “unanimously” to accept the four 
recommendations: 



Add a second worship opportunity by August, 2019.  (The full plan 
recommends the schedule.) 

Address the need for strong social media presence by June, 2019. 
Focus on youth and children’s programs with an immediate staff person 

(new hire) for Family Ministries.  
Recruit and train volunteers within the church to address the needs of the 

church.   
 

Discussion was conducted for over two hours at the recent meeting.  We hoped 
to give everyone a chance to voice their opinion and concerns, as well as 
asking questions concerning the process of visioning and the vote of Church 
Council.  We know the discussion will continue as we strive to be faithful to 
God’s call for our church.   

 
Jesus told his disciples, “Have faith in God!  I assure you that whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea’—and doesn’t waver but believes 
that what is said will really happen—it will happen.  Therefore I say to you, 
whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you will receive it, and it will be so for 
you” (Mark 11:22-24).  We are looking at a mountain.  It may seem 
unsurmountable, but we can grow this church.  We can be the church God is 
calling us to be.  We can fulfill the mission and ministries that have been a great 
part of our past and will lead us into our future.   
 
Have faith and pray.   
 
Janice 



First United Methodist Church 

2300 Country Club Road 

Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 

                        Our Mission   

   To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
          transformation of the world. 

Be here for RENEW 
this Sunday! 

 
Café Renew this 

Sunday at 5:00 pm 

Toy Shop Coordinator 

The Toy Shop of Duncan is seeking a full time 

Coordinator, with the major emphasis on 

fundraising activities and our Christmas 

Season.  He/she will collaborate with the Toy 

Shop board and volunteers to meet the 

annual budgetary and program goals as well 

as promoting the Toy Shop mission within 

the community. For more information, 

please look at our Facebook Page.  

Submit resume’ by July 15, 2019 to:  

Toy Shop of Duncan                                                                                                                        

PO Box 206                                                                                                                       

Duncan, OK  73534.  


