
Proclaim!  
The GOOD News At Duncan’s First United Methodist Church 

December 9, 2020 

Duncan FUMC  
Christmas Choir Cantata! 

 

Sunday, December 13th at 4 pm.  
Please RSVP if you plan to attend 
in person, as seating is limited. 

 
 

The Cantata will be streamed live 
on the church YouTube channel,  
as well as the Facebook page. 

Giving Tree 2020 
Instead of bringing items each Sunday 

for the Giving Tree, this year we are 
asking for monetary donations for 

each of the following ministries of  
our church: 

 

Dec 13—Plato School  
Dec 20—Food 4 Kids 

 

You may also continue giving to Break 
Bread and the Blessing Box ministries. 

Sadie Budlong is turning 100 on December 20th! Please join us in showering her 
with birthday wishes!  She is living with her daughter Annette McEntire.  

The address is 179850 NS 2810 RD in Comanche OK 73529. 
 

If you wish to send a sympathy card to Pat Spears’ daughter, her name is  
Jayme Branch. She lives at 3700 W. County Line Rd. 75 in Guthrie, OK 73044. 



METHODIST 101 

Sharing Financial Information. 
In financially vital congregations, the treasurer prepares clear, thorough, easy-to-understand financial reports each 
month for review by the committee on finance. The church council also uses these reports at its regular meeting to 
assess progress and make decisions. To enhance financial transparency, these committees also share this information 
in summary format with the congregation, perhaps by way of the monthly newsletter. At the end of the year, the 
financial reports are audited, and the financially vital congregation openly shares this information with members. The 
DFUMC finance reports are public and can be attained by contacting Mindy Brown (finance@duncanfumc.org). 
 

A Strong System of Internal Controls 
 Financially vital churches have procedures and activities in place that safeguard their assets and ensure their efficient 
use. These congregations have put systems in place to protect assets against theft or accidental loss, promote 
efficient use of church assets, and provide sound financial information for use in reports. These controls do not 
suggest a lack of trust of volunteers and church employees; they serve to shield employees and volunteers 
from false accusations as well as temptation, and they protect and honor the gifts of donors. Controls eliminate 
secrecy and create an atmosphere of openness in which transparency can thrive. Essential controls that all churches 
should implement fall into six broad categories, described below. A handy checklist of basic necessary controls is 
included in the “Local Church Audit Guide” provided on the General Council on Finance and Administration 
website (www.gcfa.org) as well as on the stewardship page (www.umcdiscipleship.org/stewardship) of Discipleship 
Ministries. It is also important to note that certain controls are mandated in the Discipline (¶258.4); mandatory 
controls are noted below with the related section of ¶258. 

1. Segregation of duties delegates certain key financial activities to different, unrelated people with the 
objective of preventing a single person from both perpetrating and concealing fraud. It is especially important that 
the treasurer, financial secretary, and chairperson of finance understand and believe in the importance of these 
separations to not only protect the church but also themselves and their reputations. One of the most basic controls 
is clear separation between the income side of church finances (primarily contributions made and tracked) and the 
expense side (how bills get paid and payments get made). The income side is assigned to the financial secretary, the 
expense side to the church treasurer. The position of treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and 
held by one person, and the people holding these two positions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4). 
There are three tasks not specifically assigned to either of the two positions or to the chairperson of the committee 
on finance by the Discipline. Keeping these responsibilities separate is also essential in maintaining segregation of 
duties. These three tasks are: 

1. approval of payments for expenditures 
2. signing of checks 
3. reconciliation of bank accounts 

While the treasurer and financial secretary may be authorized to do any one of these tasks, no person should be 
authorized to do more than one. For example, if the treasurer is authorized to sign checks, then someone else must 
approve bills for payment and reconcile bank accounts. If the financial secretary reconciles bank accounts, then 
someone else should approve payments and sign checks. No persons related to one another should perform 
any two or more of these three tasks. 
Further controls include the following: 

• Rotate counters regularly. 
• Counters should not record deposits into the accounting system; instead, the counters should give a record 

    of all funds received to the financial secretary and treasurer (¶258.4a). 
• All employees who deal in any way with church finances should be required to take at least one week    

    (preferably two weeks) off per year, since fraudulent activity generally    necessitates constant attention. 
• Volunteers who handle money should not hold their positions for more than three consecutive years. 

  
To be continued…. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rudy 

mailto:finance@duncanfumc.org
http://www.gcfa.org/
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


Prayers for: 

Our Church Family  

 

Gary & Shirley Hart 
 

Carly Kirkland 

 

Prayers for: 

Friends and Family  

Curtis Sims 
Father of Amanda Harris-MOPS 

 

Joyce Paulsen 
Mother of Gina Flesher 

 

The Family of Regina Vantine at 
her passing on 12-06-2020 
Mother of Karen Thomas 

 

The family of Pat Spears at her 
passing on 12-2-2020 

Please join us in celebration 

of Advent. Make sure to 

have candles at home to 

light through Advent right 

along with us. You will need 

5 candles. Hope, Peace, 

Joy, Love and Christ candle. 

This is a fun way for you to 

stay involved while watching 

service the from home!  

Annual Conference has come and gone in as strange a manner 
as 2020 has. COVID created a scenario where we set four 

different possible dates for AC and ended up doing a paired 
down livestream event with virtual voting taking place. Many 

of you have called to ask, “what happened at Annual 
Conference?”  regarding the denominational turmoil.  

Well… nothing happened regarding the denominational 
turmoil because General Conference was also canceled this 
year. It has been moved to the end of August 2021 and until 

they meet, we will not have any decisions to make. I am 
personally happy that we do not have to deal with those 
issues currently. I think we have plenty to focus on as a  

local church as it is. 
Annual Conference held their normal annual business agenda. 
We voted on new clergy, clergy pensions and health care, the 
Conference budget, and a few other insignificant items. The 

Annual Conference is feeling the effects of COVID 19 as well in 
lack of apportionments being given. Budgets are being 

trimmed at all levels of the church.  It was strange not sitting 
in the presence of dear friends from across the state. The 

fellowship for me is as important as the business end of the 
church. To be in the presence of the friends Piper and I have 

made over the years is refreshing. This year we  
missed those friendships. 

What does that mean for us preacher? Well, it means we 
continue focusing on the important work of the local church. It 

means we will have ample time down the road to deal with 
the General Conference drama when it happens. This gives us 
ample time to continue to restore our relationships and turn 
our focus on Christ. As we come together, working through 

our past, we will be best prepared to step into the 
future.  Paul tells us in Philippians 3:13-14, “Brothers, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (NIV) Let us 

deal with our past to position us for the future. This season of 
reconciliation and grace is exactly what we need at this critical 

point of our journey. Have you begun the process? Are you 
planning to mend an old relationship? If not, I would 
encourage you to let go, and let God help you make  

that soul saving move. 
In Christ, 

Rudy   



First United Methodist Church 

2300 Country Club Road 

Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 

 

Weekly Schedule  December 13th— December 19th 

Tuesday 
9:00 am    Church Office    
         Open 
         PS/MDO 
10:00 am   Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm    Bible Study 
 
 
Wednesday 
 9:00 am   Church Office   
         Open 
         PS/MDO 
3:45 pm    Bell Choir 
6:00  pm   Choir Practice 

Sunday 
9:00 am    Sunday School  
        Adult Wing 
10:00 am  Traditional      
        Worship 
4:00  pm  Choir Cantata 
 
      
Monday 
9:00 am   Church Office   
        Open 
        Pilates– Music          
        Suite 
   
6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
          
 
 

Thursday 
9:00 am    Church Office   
         Open  
         PS/MDO         
 
Friday  
9:00 am    Church Office   
         Open 
       
 

Saturday 
         No Activities 

                       Our Mission   

   To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
          transformation of the world. 


