
Proclaim!  
The GOOD News At Duncan’s First United Methodist Church 

December 2, 2020 

Giving Tree 2020 
Instead of bringing items each Sunday for the 

giving tree, this year we are asking for 
monetary donations for each of the following 

ministries of our church: 
 

Dec 6—Blessing Box 
Dec 13—Plato School 
Dec 20—Food 4 Kids 

It was a joy, to share 
with staff the generous 

love offering you 
provided. I am thankful 
for a SPRC who saw the 
need to lift up the staff 

and give you the 
opportunity to share in 
celebrating them. Every 
staff member was taken 
back at your love and 
support as they opened 
their envelope. It was 
truly a blessing to see 

their faces and hear the 
responses. Thank you 
from all the staff. 

Duncan FUMC Christmas Choir Cantata 
 

Sunday, December 13th at 4 pm.  

Please RSVP if you plan to attend in 

person, as seating is limited. 
 

The Cantata will be streamed live on the 

church YouTube channel, as well as the 

Facebook page. 



METHODIST 101 

Financial Transparency 
Financially vital congregations conduct their money matters in daylight, open to all. They purposefully 
cultivate a culture of openness surrounding church finances that helps to diminish the powerful role that 
money often assumes. In the use of our personal money, we exercise some power and control. We 
make decisions based on our personal priorities. When people are asked to serve God and the church in 
financial leadership, they need to avoid situations where one person asserts personal power and control over 
church assets. In this section, we will discuss practices for transparency. 
Clear, Easy-to-Understand Financial Reports 
One important role of the committee on finance is to measure the church’s progress in reaching its financial 
goals and to report on that progress in a way that is clear and helpful in making decisions. These financial 
reports should be easy for users to follow, provide enough information to present an accurate picture of the 
financial condition of the church, and be available on a timely basis. If you have seen financial statements 
before, you may notice some major differences from the reports prepared by your church. It may be 
beneficial to note several important distinctions between the accounting methods used by for-
profit businesses and those used by a church. The accounting method used determines the way in which 
things are measured and how that information is reported on financial reports. 
Fund Accounting 
 Churches use “named funds” (operating fund, building fund, memorial fund, maintenance fund, etc.) 
to keep track of contributions, since not all contributions are the same. A donor may specify that some 
contributions be used for a specific purpose. For instance, if a donor earmarks a contribution to be used for 
the youth mission trip, the church must use it only that way, not for other bills or expenses. The donor 
determines if a contribution is unrestricted, temporarily restricted, or permanently restricted. Most of the 
Sunday offering is unrestricted since the donor has not specified how it should be used. These contributions 
can be used to pay for the normal operating expenses of the church. 
  When the church asks for donations to a specific project, however, donations to that project are 
temporarily restricted; they must be spent for a specific purpose, like activities related to the youth mission 
trip discussed above. A permanent restriction generally indicates that the church is limited in its use of the 
donation, frequently to spending the income earned on a donation for a specified purpose. In agreeing to 
accept these kinds of gifts, the church is agreeing to the restrictions. It is important to remember that only 
the donor (or heirs) can remove a restriction from a restricted gift. Unlike a donor restriction, the church 
council designates a contribution. It may choose to designate, or set aside, funds for a particular use. And 
since the church council designates, it can also un-designate. 
  A fund is used to keep track of both the income and expenses associated with a restricted gift, like the 
youth mission trip. There is no need to open a separate bank account to handle these transactions since the 
necessary segregation can be accomplished through the use of a fund. Your church should have as many 
funds as necessary to keep restricted gifts separated (but can very likely get by with just one bank account). 
At the end of the year, the income and expense accounts associated with the fund are closed out to net 
assets (described below). Any balance left in the fund is available the next year, but the restrictions originally 
placed on the donations still exist. 

Dear UMW members and volunteers, 
Thank you so much for the generous contribution you gave to Break Bread Together from the proceeds of 

this year’s virtual Chicken Noodle Dinner. Being selected as one of the recipients this year is such an honor, 
and be cause of your trust in us and our mission, we are committed to serving as many meals as possible to 
those in need. Even though the fellowship of eating together has been put “on hold”  this year because of 

COVID 19, we have continued to provide hot meal “take-outs” to hundreds of people in our community 
requesting meals. Your generosity helps us to continue with another year of Christian service to our 

community. “For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35. 
Sincerely, The Break Bread Together Team 



Prayers for: 

Our Church Family  

Pat Spears 
 

Robin Robertson 
 

Gary & Shirley Hart 
 

Carly Kirkland 

 

Prayers for: 

Friends and Family  

Curtis Sims 
Father of Amanda Harris-MOPS 

 

Roger Anderson 
Brother of Patsi Anderson 

 

Joyce Paulsen 
Mother of Gina Flesher 

 

Doyle & Janice Sharp 
 

Pat Bowles 
 

Regina Vantine 
Mother of Karen Thomas 

 

The Family of Ann Loftin  
at her passing 

Please join us in celebration 

of Advent. Make sure to 

have candles at home to 

light through  advent right 

along with us. You will need 

5 candles. Hope, Peace, 

Joy, Love and Christ candle. 

This is a fun way for you to 

stay involved while watching 

service the from home!  

What is all this hubbub about a season of "Grace and 
Reconciliation"? Well unless you have been traveling to mars for 
an extended vacation, then you know that Duncan First has been 
experiencing a lot of turmoil. The Gillam report affirmed what we 
already knew and now we are prepared to take the first step to 
move ourselves in a positive direction. If each one of us will take an 
honest assessment and put forth an effort to mend our past 
brokenness then we will be in a great place to begin to build the 
kingdom to greater heights than ever before seen. However, if you 
decide you will not work in this direction, we may very well see the 
end of the road for this amazing church and its rich history of 
sharing Jesus with so many others. Now, if you just rolled your 
eyes at that last statement, then I would say you have failed to 
grasp the reality that we are in. It is a life and death decision for 
this church. When God called me to Duncan First, I knew it would 
not be easy. I knew the state of the church. I also knew that I was 
coming to fight with all I have, to partner with you, in the 
restoration of Duncan First. I can only do so much, and the rest will 
require your love for God and this church to set aside your pride 
and need to win. When God wins… we win.        
The church is asking you to honestly look at your relationships with 
other church members and determine if you created pain in 
another person or if the other created pain for you. Then we are 
asking you to be the bigger Christian and step out in faith asking to 
meet with the other person to talk through the issue that created 
the pain. This is not an opportunity to tell another person how 
wrong they are, rather it is an opportunity to speak to each other 
about how hurt you are and to allow the Lord to work on healing 
your relationship. This means there may be people approach you 
who you never knew you hurt. That also means being humble 
enough, extending grace, to let them express the pain they have 
perceived you did to them. It takes a bigger Christian to listen to 
another say they were hurt by you, than it does to tell someone 
they hurt you. 
We cannot move forward as a church until we go through this 
process. Yes, we will stabilize as a church, we will financially 
survive, and we may even see mild growth without doing this. God, 
however, created us to thrive. We were created to live in 
abundance and experience the miraculous. The longer we take to 
address the internal turmoil the longer it will take for Duncan First 
to become a Kingdom growing, earth shaking, world changing 
church for God’s glory. That is the kind of church I want to be a 
part of. How about you?   
If you are struggling on how to begin this process… please let me 
help. I can give you some Biblical advice and all conversations are 
confidential. Do this for the church, do this for the Kingdom, do 
this for your love of the Savior. 
In Christ, 
Rudy 



First United Methodist Church 

2300 Country Club Road 

Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 

 

Weekly Schedule  December 6th— December 12th 

Tuesday 
9:00 am    Church Office    
         Open 
         PS/MDO 
10:00 am   Staff Meeting 
6:30 pm    Bible Study 
 
 
Wednesday 
 9:00 am   Church Office   
         Open 
         PS/MDO 
3:45 pm    Bell Choir 
6:00  pm   Choir Practice 

Sunday 
9:00 am    Sunday School  
        Adult Wing 
10:00 am  Traditional      
        Worship 
 
 
      
Monday 
9:00 am   Church Office   
        Open 
        Pilates– Music          
        Suite 
   
6:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study 
          
 
 

Thursday 
9:00 am    Church Office   
         Open  
         PS/MDO         
 
Friday  
9:00 am    Church Office   
         Open 
       
 

Saturday 
         No Activities 

                       Our Mission   

   To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
          transformation of the world. 


