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Plato school is in need of  
tennis shoes! 

If you are able, please 
shop for gender friendly, 
inexpensive shoes in the 
following sizes and bring 

them to the church.  
Thank you! 
10 up to 1.5 

Duncan First is looking for donations 

of 5 dozen cookies! 

These cookies will go to 

Baccalaureate for our Duncan 2021 

Seniors. May 16th is Baccalaureate  

Please have the cookies to the church 

by Thursday May 15th, all kinds 

accepted. Thank you. 

When I was a kid my parents took us on a train ride. I’m talking about an old fashioned 
steam engine ride. Shortly after the “all aboard” you could hear the train begin to come 

to life. Slowly the engine began a rhythmic “chug, chug, chug,” as the massive engine 
began pulling the cars down the tracks. That rhythm would get faster and faster until the 

train was at top speed and flying down the tracks.  
I feel the exact same happening here at Duncan First. The pandemic is beginning to ebb 

and the church has begun to re-open some of our activities. The Holy Spirit is moving 
and the energy is electric. “Chug, chug, chug,” is the sound of a church full of disciples 

ready to get back to work. “Chug, chug, chug,” is beginning to build to a  
Holy Spirit led rhythm.  

It’s a great time to be a part of Duncan First and all of the amazing things God will lead 
us to be a part of. I hope you are as excited as I am as the church begins to  

spring to life once again. 
In Christ,  

Rudy 



What is the role of the pastor exactly? Well, I’m glad you asked. I intend to share with 
you over the next few weeks exactly what the Book of Discipline says are my 
responsibilities and authority. Let me begin by saying the Discipline holds such a high 
standard that I do not know any pastor capable of achieving it all, but I know some 
amazing pastors who rise to much of it in their ministry settings. When you read these, 
you will most likely say, “Well… Rudy sure doesn’t do this or do that!”. You are correct. I 
am not Jesus, nor a superhero, although I wish I were a superhero. I imagine how much 
more I could do with the superpower of not needing sleep or knowing what every church 
member expected of me without them having to tell me. Okay back to reality. These next 
101 excerpts will be taken from the Book of Discipline. This week we begin with the 
authority ascribed to the Elder. ¶ 340 The Ministry of the Ordained - Responsibilities and 
Duties of Elders and Licensed Pastors— “1. The responsibilities of elders are derived from 
the authority given in ordination. Elders have a fourfold ministry of Word, Sacrament, 
Order, and Service and thus serve in the local church and in extension ministries in 
witness and service of Christ’s love and justice. Elders are authorized to preach and teach 
the Word, to provide pastoral care and counsel, to administer the sacraments, and to 
order the life of the church for service in mission and ministry as pastors, 
superintendents, and bishops.” 
  
There are four distinct areas of calling and they are Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. 
This week we will focus on the Word. 
 “¶340.2.a) Word and ecclesial acts: 
 (1) To preach the Word of God, lead in worship, read and teach the Scriptures, and 
engage the people in study and witness. 

(a) To ensure faithful transmission of the Christian faith. 
(b) To lead people in discipleship and evangelistic outreach that others might come 
to know Christ and to follow him. 

(2) To counsel persons with personal, ethical, or spiritual struggles. 
(3) To perform the ecclesial acts of marriage and burial. 

(a) To perform the marriage ceremony after due counsel with the parties involved 
and in accordance with the laws of the state and the rules of The United Methodist 
Church. The decision to perform the ceremony shall be the right and responsibility 
of the pastor. 
(b) To conduct funeral and memorial services and provide care and grief counseling. 

(4) To visit in the homes of the church and the community, especially among the sick, 
aged, imprisoned, and others in need. 
(5) To maintain all confidences inviolate, including 
confessional confidences except in the cases of suspected 
child abuse or neglect, or in cases where mandatory reporting is 
required by civil law.” 
 

You can see how one aspect of the four can overwhelm a gifted pastor not to mention 
someone like me. I always tell the churches I serve I will fail you in many areas, but it 
will not be because I was not trying. You will get the best I can do, and God tells me that 
is enough. Despite God’s assurance there will still be times that you and I will feel I have 
failed you in some of these areas. 
 A shepherd can only successfully meet all the needs of a small group. Some estimates 
say a pastor cannot keep up with a group of more than twenty to thirty congregants. 
Jesus invested heavily in the twelve and then sent those twelve out to minister to others. 
A church our size, with one clergy person, is dead in the water if the people of Christ does 
not become the body of Christ. Our Shepherd Ministry is a lifesaver for our people and for 
me as the pastor. Kathy Gibson, although retired, serving along side of me is invaluable. 
Combined with our wonderful shepherds we have a powerful system in place to truly 
assist me in fulfilling some of the duties that the day is not long enough to accomplish. 
 Next week we will look at the Sacrament part of my responsibilities. 
  In Christ, 
 Rudy      



Prayers for: 

Our Church Family : 

 

Carly Kirkland 
 

George Hazelbaker 
 

Gerald Marlar 
 

Ed Stahl 
 

Jim Williams  

Prayers for: 

Our Friends and Family : 

Terry & Judy Walker 
Friend of the Dowells 

 
Hatty DeHart 

Mother of Duane DeHart 

First United Methodist Church                      
2300 Country Club Road            

Duncan, OK  73533     
Phone:  580-255-3353               

www.duncanfumc.org                                                  

If you have a prayer 
request you would like 

shared, please notify the 
church directly via email 

or phone!  
580-255-3353 

blake.roquet@duncanfumc.org 

Be on the lookout for our 
new customized QR Codes! 
This is an easy way to get 
directly to the Order of 

Worship for service, and also 
to the giving page! Just open 
your camera, hold it over the 
code, and open the link! It’s 

that simple! 



First United Methodist Church 

2300 Country Club Road 

Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 

 

Weekly Schedule  May 2nd — May 8th 

Tuesday 
9:00 am    Church Office    
         Open 
         PS / MDO 
6:30 pm    Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
Wednesday 
 9:00  am   Church Office   
          Open 
          PS / MDO 
10:00 am    Staff Meeting 
 3:45  pm    Bell Practice                      
  6:00 pm    Choir Practice - 
           Choir Room 

Sunday 
9:00 am    Sunday School  
        Adult Wing 
10:00 am  Traditional    
        Worship 
      
Monday 
9:00 am   Church Office   
        Open 
        Pilates– Music          
        Suite 
6:30 pm   Bible Study 
 
 
 
   
          
 
 

Thursday 
9:00 am     Church Office   
          Open  
          PS / MDO 
 
Friday  
9:00 am    Church Office   
         Open 
        
       
 

Saturday 
         No Activities  

                       Our Mission   

   To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
          transformation of the world. 


