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On May 12-14, 2014, seven men and three    

women, all of various ages and work skills, drove 

to and from El Reno, OK each day  to participate 

in a disaster relief mission. These folks worked in 

assisting to finish rebuilding efforts of the tornado 

that hit El Reno in May, 2013.  Wait a minute that 

was a year ago! We thought that was all finished, 

right? 

 

The first thing we learned is that there are 2 phases to disaster recovery:  1) Response - the immediate actions 

of  locating people in the aftermath, finding shelter, food, and water for them, as  well as crisis management (getting 

help for those injured).  2)  Recovery phase - lasting  typically 2 years and involving  demolition of structures,        

insurance claims, and then  finally repair and rebuilding of homes.  Volunteers  are  so  crucial in  that monies that are 

spent can go towards materials and not labor.  We were told that too often when the publicity ends regarding a     

disaster, people think that all is back to normal and there is no more need for help. NOT TRUE! 

 

Our volunteering was at a significant time in phase 2 -- the one year     

anniversary of the tornado.  I believe that God allowed us to minister to 

folks not only by our working on their homes, but also  by our listening to 

them tell their stories of being overwhelmed by their losses of possessions, 

homes, and memories as well as the extended and ongoing repairs and   

rebuilding.  Listening to their stories and witnessing the turmoil in their lives, 

helping to assist them with repairs were all part of their healing. In listening 

to  their  stories  of faith and  giving God thanks for their lives, as we 

worked on their homes  sharing  laughter and love; these  are  the gifts 

they gave to us. They are continuing to set their lives  back in place with 

God's help, friends’ prayers, good neighbors, and help from the Disaster  

Relief Agency and volunteer workers. 

 

Thanks to those who participated.  It was a time of learning, fellowship, fun, and sharing God's 

love:  Leah & Scott Berning, Cheryl & David Dowell, Pam Kendrick, Jim Matthews, Guy       

Messersmith, Steve Metzer, Justin Sommer, and Earl Weisner.  

 

 

                                        Submitted by Leah Berning, 

     VIM Team Member Coordinator 

Volunteers  In Missions: 

       Trip #1  -  El Reno, OK 

 

 



 

Sermon Series                        

Life sometimes brings us hurts, habits, and  hang-ups and 

we  wonder where we can find hope, happiness and heal-

ing.  The   epistle of  1 Peter is  addressed to Christians who 

had a variety of issues to overcome but who also received a 

message of hope.  Join us as we hear the good news from 1 

Peter of how Christ is the answer to life’s trying issues.  The 

last two sermon titles are listed below: 

             May 25            Final Answer?          1 Peter 3:13-22  

                 June 1           Don’t Worry, 

                                         Be Happy               1 Peter 5:6-11 

FINDING HOPE,  

              HAPPINESS and HEALING 

We are now live-streaming our      
traditional service on the internet. 

Go to www.duncanfumc.org and 

click on the FUMC Live tab on      
Sunday mornings if you   cannot  make   it  to church. 
If you want it on your  tablet or mobile device down-
load the USTREAM app and search First United  
Methodist Church of Duncan and you can find us!  
With this new venture we need more volunteers on 
Sunday mornings. To volunteer email me at                      

steve.taylor@duncanfumc.org or you can also 

call or text at 580-512-5859. We could use about 3 
more  volunteers. One for Connexion service and two 
for  the Traditional service. 
                                              Steve Taylor 
                              Director of Media Ministry 

If you are interested 

in volunteering for 

VBS, call Tara Cook 

at 255-3353.  We 

need LOTS of  people 

to help make this VBS 

the best yet!  

AHOY MATES!!  We don’t need any more empty toilet 

paper rolls.  We have plenty—Thank You!  We need to 

focus on getting Paper Towel Rolls and used CD’s & 

DVD’s.  And, instead of the thin, krinkly water bottles, 

we really need the SMALL GATORADE BOTTLES.  

These bottles will be filled with water and other things.  

When the children shake the Gatorade bottle is    

thicker plastic and we want it to be sturdy enough 

that it won’t burst. 

 

 

There are sign up sheets to help out with Youth 

Force the week of June 15th—20th. They are 

hanging up by the coffee pots in the kitchen. There 

are lots of open spots that need your help! We want 

to see this whole church be involved with this event! 

The jobs are:                                                           

Guardian Angels: 

     Two times a day (10:00am and 1:00pm) the     

Guardian Angels bring snacks and Gatorade to the 

kids at the work-sites. You end up being the kids’ 

favorite people all week because when you show up 

that means it is break time and they get delicious 

treats! 

Dishwashers: 

     Breakfast Dish Washers need to be at the 

church at 6:00am.  The job should be finished by 

7:30am or 8:00am. 

     Dinner Dish Washers need to be at the church 

at 5:30pm and should be finished around 7:30pm. 

Morning Clean-up Help:  

      Beginning at 8am, you would go around the 

church and empty the trash outside of every       

sleeping room, clean the bathrooms and make sure 

they are stocked with toilet items.  This could take a 

couple of hours.  

Baking Cookies:  

       We need about 20 people to bring 3 dozen 

cookies for snacks and desserts for the week for   

students! They need to be at the church on Sunday, 

June 15th by 1:00pm. 



http://www.duncanfumc.org/
mailto:steve.taylor@duncanfumc.org
tel:580-512-5859


One of the local ministries that falls under the guidance of our church’s Outreach        
Ministries is Christians Concerned.  We have several members who volunteer with the            

organization on a  regular basis and I went on the board late last fall.   Christians Concerned 

meets the needs of the less fortunate by feeding the hungry and assisting with utility costs.   If 

you would like to know more, they are hosting an open house on Saturday May 31
st

 from ten 
until noon.  The ministry is located at 702 W. Willow and they request an RSVP to 252-9120. 

An easy way to help  is  to participate in the Round Up program.   If you have Cotton 

Electric, you are already participating unless you opt out.  If you have Duncan Power, you can 

participate by opting in—just contact them.  I am not sure about PSO.  The program simply 
rounds up your bill each month to the next dollar so that it is as little as a penny and no more than 99 

cents.  Over the year, your extra cost is somewhere between 12 cents and $11.88.  You probably won’t miss 

this little bit, but it adds up and lends a helping hand to our neighbors in Duncan.   

                                                              
       May God’s Peace Be with You, 

                      Rev. Dr. Greg Tolle, Minister 

from the 

TOLLEHOUSE 

Camp forms… VBS Registration… Scripture Safari Memory Cards…. OH MY!!!  We are   

super busy!!   

PARENTS:   Please let me know if your child is interested in going to summer camps!  The registration forms 

are on a table outside of my office and need to be turned in ASAP!  We want to make sure we have spots   

available for all our kids to attend!   

Also, VBS registration forms and volunteer forms are on the same table outside my office.   VBS is only three 

VERY short weeks away and we are slim on volunteers!!  Even if you can only give a day, please make time in 

your schedule for VBS- -you will walk away feeling blessed by the love and excitement these children have for 

God!   Please pray about how you can best help during VBS!   
 

CHILDREN:   A lot of us are WAY behind on our Scripture Safari memory verses—let’s all work on them this 

week and try and get caught up!  If you are missing a card, have your parents email me, text me, or send me a 

message on Face Book which cards you need and I will get them together for you!   There is nothing more 

powerful than knowing God’s Word!   

      Faith, Grace, and Hope~Tara 

 
FUMC PRESCHOOL & MOTHER’S DAY OUT 

This week we are hosting our Preschool Olympics!!  This is new for the Preschoolers and it 

should be a lot of fun!!   

Remember, we  still have  room in our  Summer  Enrichment program  -  ages  3  months  to   

6th grade.  If you are looking for a structured and fun way to have your child spend their       

summer, please consider our Summer Enrichment program!  Great teachers, great kids, 

and a lot of fun!!!   

                                                           Tara Cook 

                        Director of Children’s Ministry,  Preschool/MDO and Nursery Coordinator 

                       CHILDREN’S  

     Sunday School Rotation for May 25th 

Would you like to help a child go to     Would you like to help a child go to     

Summer Camp?   You can  by Summer Camp?   You can  by   

calling Tara Cook and tell her youcalling Tara Cook and tell her you  

  would sponsor 1 child for $85!would sponsor 1 child for $85!  

to attend a camp.  to attend a camp.    



This past Wednesday we celebrated our wonderful Seniors of 2014. The seniors came out 

and talked about some of their likes, dislikes, and gave a little wisdom for the up-coming      

people. It was a great time and I can tell you that Duncan, Oklahoma will miss those     

Seniors next year as they become freshman in college. The silver lining to all of this is that 

next year there will be a new senior class ready to take on the responsibility of leading the 

school.  

Camps will be happening SOON. Forms were due by the 21st of May! That is NOW!  So 

if you want to go to camp you can find the forms on the church website www.duncanfumc.org under the       

ministries tab.  Click on youth and scroll down to the bottom of the page.  They will be there with the camp listed 

beside it. So Get to it! 

                                                                                                        It’s not about us - it is about Him!  
 

                                                              Justin Sommer 

                                                                           Worship Leader & Youth Director 

Our bishop, Robert E. Hayes, Jr., is a product of one of our United Methodist predominantly 

Black colleges—Huston-Tillotson University in Austin, Texas.  His father and grandfather, also 

United Methodist ministers, were educated at Wiley College, another of our predominantly Black 

colleges, located in Marshall, Texas; Bishop Hayes’ father also served as president of Wiley    

College for many years. 

Immediately following the Civil War, the Methodist Church was quick to recognize its responsibility to provide 

educational  opportunities  for  young,  newly freed Blacks who  had  previously  been denied  access  to     

colleges.  There are now 11 predominately Black colleges—including one medical school—owned by The   

United Methodist Church. 

Almost  80%  of  students who enroll  in  these  schools  are “first generation” college students.  All United 

Methodist annual conferences  located in the South Central and Southeastern Jurisdictions support the UM 

Black College Fund.  Located in our South Central Jurisdiction are Dillard University in New Orleans; Philander 

Smith College in Little Rock; Huston-Tillotson University  in Austin; and Wiley College in Marshall, Texas.   

Approximately 83% of the apportionment funds are used in operations with the remaining 17% reserved for 

capital improvements.  These dollars make a significant difference in the lives of many people, and            

remember:  When you educate one person in a family, you better the lives of the following generations.   

Duncan First UMC will support the Black College Fund with $1,526.00 in 2014.                                                                                                  
 

        May God bless you, 

      

        Sue Gibbons, Financial Secretary 

I just read a short essay by Garrison Keillor about Methodists that made me laugh out loud! 
I’m sharing a part of it with you in this week’s column: “Methodists are the sort of people you 
can call on when you’re in deep  distress.  If you’re dying, they will comfort you.  If you are 
lonely, they’ll talk to you.  If you are hungry, they’ll give you tuna salad.  Methodists believe in 
prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud.  Methodists like to sing, except 
when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas. (He must have 

visited our church – right, Winifred?!) Methodists believe their pastoral staff will visit them in the hospital, 
even if they don’t notify them they are there.   Methodists believe in miracles  and  even  expect   miracles,  
especially during their stewardship campaigns or when passing the plate. Methodists drink coffee as if it were 
the Third Sacrament…. You know you are a Methodist when: You hear something funny during the sermon 
and smile as loudly as you can; You watch a Star Wars movie and they say, ‘May the Force be with you,’ and 
you respond, ‘and also with you.’ And, lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye!”  (He also said “Methodists 
believe that it is OK  to poke fun at themselves…!”) 
                                                                                               Shalom, and May the Force be with you! 

                                                                             Kathy Gibson, Ministry Coordinator 

Sunday May 25th: 
9:00am    ROOTS in the Youth Wing! 
6:30pm    No S.N.Y.F. 

Kathy’s  

Corner 

http://www.duncanfumc.org/


10AM  FUMCenter 

Mission Moment &  

      Scripture Reader                           Debra Rodriguez                    

Greeter                                                  Rodriguez Family 

         Traditional Service  -  10:15 am    

Altar Flowers:      
                           Given In Honor of their  

             32nd Wedding Anniversary 
                               

                          By Andy & Gina Flesher                  
 

White Carnation:   
                             In Memory of 

                          Gladys Crawford 
               that passed away ????????, May, ? 

 
Liturgist:   Louise Green 
 

Greeters:    
         Adult Wing  & Narthex  -  8:45 am -10:15 am   
                  Shawn Lockstone & Steve Metzer 
        

                      SW Door  -  8:45 am -10:15 am                   
                  Ann Richardson & D’Ann Ingram               
 

          9:30 am -10:15 am  
                Sanctuary/N   Brenda Thompson 
                Sanctuary/S    Johnny McNabb 
                            At-Large           Leda McNabb 
 

Ushers/Group 6:         

           Shawn Lockstone, Brad Babek, Mack Glasscock, 
            George Hazelbaker, Jimmy Jones, Jerry Marlar, 
                                             Jack Stanton, Butch Whitten 
 
 

Acolytes:   Ryn Swinson & Brinn Davis 

Child Ushers:  Alivia Cook & Brilen Davis 

Children’s Church:   Debra & Rene Rodriguez 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Praying For Our Church Family 
 

                       Pat Cook            Johna Gray 
                Deanna Dear            Robin Robertson 
                    FUMC Kids             Pat Carver 
                Mary Beth Morelock 
                                    Tylyn Green 
                      Jerry & Yvonna Messersmith 
                            Harold & Liz Hackler 
                       Billie & Juanita McClennan 
 
               

                      Praying For Our Loved Ones  
        and 
                        Friends in the Community    
 

                         Jennifer  & Jennelise Melon,    
              Joan Collins daughter & granddaughter 
 

Alyson Livingston, 
Ed & Betty Apple’s daughter 

 
Stacie Kelley, 

Cousin of Briana Davis 
 

Caroline Armstrong, 
One of our Preschoolers and Daughter of Cristy & 

Bobby Armstrong 
 

Sophia Lishner, 
Friend of Kathy Gibson 

 
Jan Shook & Marci Miller, 

Cousins of Karen Scott 
 

Shelly Rose 
Daughter of Winifred & Jerry Bailey                     

Prints, mounted on foam board, are:   
8.5 x 11  —    $25         
11 x 14  —    $35  

10 notecards/envelopes are $10 

Volunteers In Mission Fundraiser 
      To Girdwood , Alaska 
      June 21st  to  June 27th 

In about one month the VIM team will be leaving for their 

work week in Girdwood, Alaska.  The team is made 

up of members from FUMC in Marlow and FUMC, 

Duncan.  Fundraisers from both churches have 

been held to support the financial needs of this 

trip, but there is still a small amount needed to 

reach their goal.  Some of the team will be set up at 

the entrances of the sanctuary to sell pictures and 

cards.  Stop by if you haven't had a chance to      

purchase a picture or any cards. 



STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

 

wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ DǊŜƎ ¢ƻƭƭŜ,  Senior Minister                     
greg.tolle@duncanfumc.org    

²ƛƴƛŦǊŜŘ .ŀƛƭŜȅ, Director  of Traditional Worship  & Music 
winifred.bailey@duncanfumc.org 

Wǳǎǘƛƴ {ƻƳƳŜǊ, Worship Leader/Youth Director 
                                           justin.sommer@duncanfumc.org 

YŀǘƘȅ DƛōǎƻƴΣ Ministry Coordinator              
kathy.gibson@duncanfumc.org 
{ǳŜ Dƛōōƻƴǎ, Financial Secretary                    
 sue.gibbons@duncanfumc.org  

¢ŀǊŀ /ƻƻƪ, Director of Children’s Ministries &  
Preschool/MDO and Nursery Coordinator                   

 tara.cook@duncanfumc.org                                         
{ǘŜǾŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ Director of Media Ministry     steve.taylor@duncanfumc.org  
                 ±ŜǊƴŀ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ Secretary         verna.wilson@duncanfumc.org 
                                             .Ŝǘǘȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ         Church Hostess     (255-9086)                 
                                5ǊΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŀōŞ          Organist/Pianist                                                      
                                             WŜǊǊȅ aŀǊƭŀǊ       Custodian 
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                     The Life of Our Church 
 

Thursday, May 22nd  
9am    Pilates  -  Music Suite 
     Pre-School/MDO  -  Childrenôs Wing/Nursery 
 
 

Friday,  May 23rd  
8:30am    Church Office Open 
1:00pm     Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday,  May 25th  
9am    Sunday School  -  Classrooms 
10am    Connexion Service  -  FUMCenter 
10:15am   Traditional Service  -  Sanctuary 
2pm    Boy Scout Meetings  -  Adult Wing 
 
Monday, May 26th  
MEMORIAL DAY  -  CHURCH OFFICES ARE CLOSED 

 
Tuesday,  May 27th  
9am    Pilates  -  Music Suite 
10am    Womenôs Bible Study  -  Adult Wing/Wesleyan 
    Classroom 
6:30pm    Menôs Bible Study  -  Conference Room  ???? 
 
Wednesday, May 29th  
9am    Pilates  -  Music Suite 
     5:00pm     Wednesday Meal  -  Parlor 
6:00pm    Choir Rehearsal  -  Music Suite 
6:15pm     Elevate__  -  Youth Wing 

ς.$ 15!24%2 ",//$ $2)6%  ɂ   *5.% ρ 
Our next blood drive will be Sunday, June 2 from 7:45 – 10:30 in 
the Adult Activities Room.  Please note the new, extended time 
period.     Blood   supplies   run very low in the summer and we 
are hoping to get a few extra donors   by   adding  a   little extra 
time at the beginning and the end!     Each donor will receive a 
Feel Cool t-shirt and 2 free zoo admissions.                                                   
$/.ȭ4 &/2'%4 9/52 0(/4/ )$Ȧ 


