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Volunteers In Mission Fundraiser 

         Wednesday,  April 30 
  Halliburton Park     Pavilion #2  
                 6:00 pm 

In case of rain, we will meet  at the FUMCenter. 

New Sermon Series 

KEEP YOUR FORK:  
FINDING HOPE,  

HAPPINESS AND  
HEALING 

Life sometimes brings us hurts, 

habits, and  hang-ups and we  wonder  where  we can  find 

hope, happiness  and healing.    The  epistle  of   1 Peter is      

addressed  to  Christians who had a variety of issues to          

overcome but who also received a message of hope.  Join us as 

we hear the good news from 1 Peter of how Christ is the answer 

to life’s trying issues.  Sermon titles for the first 3 weeks: 

                  April 27      Keep Your Fork         1 Peter 1:3-9 

                     May 4      Philadelphia              1 Peter 1:17-23 

                   May 11      Suffer Like Jesus       1 Peter 2:19-25 

                   May 18      Rock Solid Living       1 Peter 2:2-10 

                   May 25      Final Answer?             1 Peter 3:13-22 

                     June 1      Don’t Worry, 

                                                  Be Happy        1 Peter 5:6-11 

 

 

                  LUNCHEON 
 Monday, May 5th     11am-1pm 
               Tickets:  $8.00 
    First United Methodist Church 
     
       Tickets are sold in the church office. 
 

Come support the Duncan Area Literacy 
Council (A United Way Agency) at their  

fundraiser event.   
 

Entertainment by DHS Band Students 



 The United Methodist Women of our church will host 

the District Spiritual Growth Service on Saturday, 

May 3rd at 9:30am. We will furnish a Gathering 

Brunch at 9:30 as members over the district arrive.  

The program will begin at 10:30 in the Music Suite.  

Our speaker is Dr. Jo Ann Pierce, a member of the 

Meri Whitaker   Circle and  our Spiritual Growth    

Officer.  A memorial service will honor our deceased 

members in 2013 from our   district. This is usually 

the best attended district meeting.  

Betty will provide lunch for $7.00 in the  parlor. 

Reservations for lunch should be made by Monday, 

April 28th. 

This Sunday there will be a tear-off on the worship 
bulletin for those that would like to assist with our 
Vacation Bible School this summer.  There are many 
jobs to be filled and places where help is needed.  If 
you would like to volunteer, fill out the paper on the 
bulletin  -  or why not just call Tara Cook at the 
church.  She would be more than happy to visit with 
you. 
Thank you to those that have brought in 
the TP rolls and paper towel rolls.  We have a lot and 
we still need more.  Keep ‘em comin’!   
 Empty paper towel rolls  
 Empty toilet paper rolls 
 Empty  8oz. water bottles with lids 

June  

9-14 
United Methodist Women Sunday 

April 27th 

The UM Women will be serving as the greeters and     

ushers and Merlene Orme will give the Mission Moment in 

the Traditional Service.   

From the Regional Food Bank Foundation, April 16: 

Thank you for the First United Methodist Church’s Lenten offering of $671 to the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma’s Food 

for Kids Programs in Stephens County.  Your gifts will provide nutritious food for hungry children and teens all year 

round—thank you! 

The reality of childhood hunger is astonishing.  Right here in our state, 1 in 4 children struggle with hunger on a daily 

basis, resulting in a tremendous need for the Food for Kids programs.  Your congregation’s support is truly impacting the 

lives of hungry children and their families here in central and western Oklahoma.  By choosing to share your church’s  

resources with those who have less, all of you are giving children in need a chance for success.  Thank you all for your 

commitment to “Fighting Hunger…….Feeding Hope!” 

                               Gratefully, 

                               Rodney Bivens, Executive Director 

Share the Good News:  In March, Duncan FUMC paid $18,400 on our Conference and Benevolence commitments.  The 

Wesleyan Class dedicated their Sunday school offerings to Duncan Rescue Mission, Duncan Community Residence,    

Christians Concerned, and to Cookson Hills Center.  These missions have been paid in full for 2014.  Also in March, we 

paid our Lawton District apportionment and a portion of the District Superintendents Fund and Episcopal Fund & Housing.  

Our first quarter, 2014 payments total $38,370, 27.8% of our total Conference and Benevolence budget.  We were able 

to accomplish this by all of us sticking to our pledge and giving commitments and by our staff holding down costs.  Please 

be thankful for your church staff.  They work very hard to provide new and interesting ideas for ministry and ways to 

bring people together without spending money, a very difficult task to accomplish.  Thank you so much for your support 

for the ministries of Duncan FUMC.   

                                                                                         May God bless you,  

                                                                                          Sue Gibbons,  Financial Secretary 



Coming Events for Youth 

Monday, April 28th 

Diversity in Worship @ 7:00pm @  

Cameron University leaving the church at 4:45 pm. Bishop Hayes will be speaking and our youth band will be playing! 

This past week at Elevate_ we had a special speaker come and talk about being a Christian in a “secular” 

world.  Molly Gropp, who is my girlfriend and currently finishing up her schooling for Film in Los Angeles, 

came and talked about chances that she has had to be a light wherever she goes.   Molly talked about   

experiences that have set her apart from the average person.   She did a wonderful job getting that 

across to the students that came to listen.  

Next week we have another guest speaker. This coming week continues our “Listen to Our Voice” Series with Blake Lugo 

talking about the mysterious works of God.  It will be another amazing Elevate_ and I am excited to hear Blake speak on 

one of his passions.   

                                                                                               It’s not about us  -   it is about Him!  
 
 

                                                                                                  Justin Sommer  
                                                                                                         Worship Leader & Youth Director 

 

If we are honest, most of us deal with some kind of hurt, habit or hang-up that prevents us 

from finding the full joy God wants for us in life. Perhaps we’ve even suppressed it so that it 

lingers in the background of life instead of consuming our thoughts—but it is still there.  But 

Jesus came that we might have abundant life.  When he rose victorious from the grave, it 

was our hope of overcoming those things that kill the joy in our souls.  

I’m excited about our new sermon series, Keep Your Fork, because it reminds us of how Jesus 

is the answer for dealing with life’s difficulties, and how we can find joy despite trials.   I hope 

you will take advantage of this offering of grace and bring a friend that could benefit as well.   As I 

shared in the Easter sermon, we have the good news of who Christ is and what He does.   Let’s               

experience it and share it! 
  

                                                                                                 May God’s Peace Be with You, 
 

                                                                                          Rev. Dr. Greg Tolle,  Pastor 

from the 

TOLLEHOUSE 

Sunday School will not have rotation this Sunday-  Eve-

ryone will meet in the Movie Room 

Acolytes: Ben Johnson and Ryn Swinson 

Child Ushers: Alison Bailey and Kaitlyn Babek 

Children’s Church:  Tara Cook … both services 

NEWS ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Aren’t our kids awesome! Last Thursday, for the Maundy Thursday Service, we got to see just how talented and special 
our FUMC kids are!!  Peyton Bull sang beautifully, Andrew Funkhouser and Gwyneth Sneed were our acolytes, and 

Chase Couch, Ryn Swinson, Garrett Sneed, Brilen Davis, Ainsley McEntire, and Allison Bailey were handing out roses to 
the entire congregation.  It was wonderful to see our kids participate in such a moving service.  I am continually blessed 

by this group of kids and I’m honored to work with them and their parents!  

It seems that  the Children’s Ministry has been busy the past few weeks… well guess what?!?  We are just getting  
started!!!  We have so much planned for the next few weeks!  Parents, our Children’s choir will be singing on May 11 th 

for Mother’s Day!  Practice schedule will be posted on our new FaceBook page as well as emailed to you by the end of 
the week!  

Vacation Bible School is June 9th-13th! If you would like to volunteer, please email me, text me, call me, or come by my 
office!!!! Also, we are ready to sign up for our camps!! If you are interested in your child attending a summer camp, 

please let me know!  It is going to be a lot of fun!!  Kids…. Practice your memory verses!!!  See you Sunday morning at 

Sunday school…. 9 a.m. sharp!!!!  
 

Preschool/Mother’s Day Out News 

We hosted our first “Coffee Talk” devotional this week!!  Thank you Marilyn Hugon for being such a great hostess and 

helping us kick off this wonderful event!!  This is an opportunity for our Preschool/MDO moms to get together once a 

month, drink coffee and have a short devotional!  Thank you Kathy Gibson for preparing such a wonderful devotional 

for us!!  We are hoping to make this a monthly event starting in September!!!  Preschool/MDO has finally picked a 

theme for this year!!!  “Keep Calm and Preschool/MDO ON!!!!”  We love it!!!!  Our t-shirts have been ordered and we 

are excited about our Preschool Zoo trip on May 1st!!  We are busy, busy, busy!!! Remember that we have a wonderful 

summer program which starts June 3rd!  Enrollment has opened for the summer.  

Faith, Grace, and Hope~ 

            Tara Cook,  Director of FUMC Children’s Ministry & Nursery Coordinator, Director of Preschool & Mother’s Day Out  



Holy Week this year has been outstanding.  For me the experience between Palm Sunday 

and Easter is always good….it’s  always busy ….. but always good.  This year, for some 

reason, there seemed to be that extra spirit that made it extraordinary.  Palm Sunday was 

given rave reviews last week.  That takes us to Maundy Thursday.  A different approach 

was taken this year.  The roses brought to the altar at the end of service were a very moving gesture.  I 

apologize for running out of roses and bulletins.  As the service ended and everyone left quietly, I         

lingered in the  sanctuary until all had left.  When I left the sanctuary I  was  surprised  to  find the 

hallway to the south exit full of people, standing around and quietly visiting.  I asked if anything had 

happened (thinking that perhaps someone had fallen) and the reply was “We just don’t want to leave 

yet.  The service was so meaningful, that we want to cherish a few more moments.”  

It takes a village to make something like that happen, from the narrators:  Greg Tolle, Tracy Wilson and 

Steve Taylor; to the children:  Andrew Funkhouser, Gwyneth Sneed, Ainsley McEntire, Allison Bailey, 

Garrett Sneed, Chase Couch, Ryn Swinson, and Brilen Davis; to the Chancel Choir and orchestra who 

put in many hours of work to make the music as perfect as possible; to the church staff who supported 

everyone who was working – Verna Wilson who designed and printed a beautiful    bulletin and Jerry 

Marlar who had the building in tip top shape. 

Many asked about all the roses that were left at the altar.  On Saturday, a group met to arrange the  

lilies, change the banners and paraments and divide the roses into bouquets and deliver to those who 

had visited church in the past six months.  The following people helped make this happen:  Max and  

Lisa Gallaway, Barbara Armitstead, Patti Reagan, Kathy Gibson, David and Cheryl Dowell (and the 

Dowell family from OKC), Leisha Powelson and Cortney Kubala.   These people made my day!!  When 

you aren’t sure who was going to be available to help and this great crew shows up, you realize how 

much people love this church.   

Easter Sunday Worship began with scripture and drama of the two women who went to the tomb after 

the        crucifixion as the choir sang “A Day Bright With Joy.”    Thanks to Kristin and Carly Kirkland 

for being a part of this drama.  Thanks to Gina Flesher for getting the    costumes together.   

When we are fortunate to have an orchestra playing with the anthems and hymns, it seems that the 

congregational singing is always better.  How can you beat a benediction of the “Hallelujah Chorus”?  

Christ has risen!  Risen indeed!  Are we Easter people?  Can we keep the Easter spirit going throughout 

the year?   

Sunday April 27 is UMW Sunday.  The UMW circles will be furnishing the greeters and ushers as well 

as the person who will give the mission moment.  The Chancel Chimes,  under  the  direction  of   Verna   

Wilson  will be playing the introit.  The anthem will be “Assurance”   arranged by John Ness Beck.  Dr. 

Tolle will be starting a new sermon series:  “Keep Your Fork:  Finding Hope, Happiness and Healing.”  

April 27 the topic will be “Keep Your Fork”.  The scripture is I Peter 1:3–9.  We look forward to seeing 

you in the Traditional service on Sunday morning.  We’ve saved a place for you.  Come and be blessed. 
 

                                                                   Winifred Bailey 
                                                                                     Director of Traditional Worship & Music 

Winifred’s  
   Notes 

It was so exciting to see so many people here on Easter Sunday to celebrate the  resurrection of 
our Lord!  I know, probably not everyone was there for that purpose, but, the truth is, that’s what 
happened in  our  church  building on  Easter morning – and  everyone there was a part of it – 

because they were there!  Was someone there because of you – because you invited them to come?         
Romans 10: 13-14 tells us, “For, ‘everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’ But how are 
they to call upon him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard?   And how are they to hear  without a preacher?” -- you get the picture.  We have a vital 
role to play as God’s Easter people. We are the ones who share with others what we know, what our faith 
means to us, and then invite them to come and see and experience for themselves what God, through Christ 
is doing in our congregation!  Christ is Risen…He is Risen Indeed! 
                                                                                                       Shalom, 

                                                                                               Kathy Gibson,  Ministry Coordinator 

KATHY’S  

CORNER 



10AM  FUMCenter 

Mission Moment &  

      Scripture Reader                            Debra Rodriguez 

Greeter                                          The Rodriguez Family 

         Traditional Service  -  10:15 am    

Special Recognitions:      
       

            The altar flowers are given in memory of  
 

                               Our Parents 
                 Dr. & Mrs. Edwin L. Wilson and  
                      Mr. & Mrs. Roy Devers 
 

                      Given by Tracy & Verna Wilson                    
 
White Carnation: 
 
 
 
 
W 
 

Whi                        
                       
 
 

Liturgist:   Marcus McEntire 
 

Greeters:    
    Adult Wing - 8:45 am      June Barrington 
                                                  Brenda Thompson 
    Narthex  -  10:15 am        Chery Strain 
                                                  Eleanor Glasscock 
        

    SW Door  -  8:45 am -10:15 am                   
                   Becky Enos & Dana Pewitt 
 

      9:30 am -10:15 am 
 Sanctuary/N    Karen Scott & Karen Cooley 
 Sanctuary/S    Mynan Hutto & Glenda Hollingsworth 
 

UMW Ushers:         

Beth Liles, Kay Bechtel, Judy Tomlinson, Michele Reid, 

                Kim Dennard, Leisha Powelson, Nancy Gray,  
                                                                    and Pat Spears 
Acolytes:  Ben Johnson & Ryn Swinson 
 

Child Ushers:   Allison Bailey & Kaitlyn Babek 
                

Children’s Church:   Tara Cook 

CHILDREN’S  

Praying For Our Church Family 
 

                              Pat Cook               Marcella Kovar          
                         Johna Gray                    Tylyn Green 
                                 Jerry & Yvonna Messersmith 
                                       Harold & Liz Hackler 
                               Billie & Juanita McClennan 
               

                                 Family of  James Griffin, 
                                  Father of Jimmy Griffin 
 

       Family of Donald Ridley,  father of Bruce Ridley 
                                    
                      Praying For Our Loved Ones 

and 
      Friends in the Community 

 

Family of Dr. Bill Corporon 
 

Vivian Travis, Friend of Sue Gibbons 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for April 27th 

Sunday School will not have rotation this Sunday-  

Everyone will meet in the Movie Room 

A VIM trip has been scheduled for May 12, 13, and 14 

(Mon-Wed) to assist the Oklahoma Disaster Recovery  

Project through the Oklahoma United Methodist Church 

Conference Disaster Response in El Reno.   

The team will be traveling to and from El Reno each day  in 

the church's people mover.  Our assigned jobs will be    

painting, flooring, and finishing carpentry work.  The day’s 

schedule will be: Leave from church parking lot at 7AM , 

work until 4:30 pm, return to Duncan about 7PM. 

Cost of the trip per person is $130.  This covers a           

recommended donation of $100 to help with materials, and 

the cost of gas, etc.  Checks need to be made out to 

FUMC Duncan and can be turned in at the church office.   

Cut off date for sign up paperwork (which can be picked up 

in the office) is WEDNESDAY, 4/30. 

The NEXT MEETING will be THURSDAY, 5/1 at 6:30 pm 

in the parlor.  For any questions please contact Jim      

Matthews 467-4659 or Leah Berning 252-8128. 

In memory of : 

Donald Bruce Ridley, 

Father of Bruce Ridley who passed away,  

Monday, April 21st 

Womenõs Tuesday Morning Bible Study Kick-Off    

Luncheon, May 6th, 11:00 am.  Leah Berning’s home:  

2303 Fairway.  Anyone is welcomed to join us for the 

study.  The class will be held in the Wesleyan Classroom 

and will begin on Tuesday, May 13th at 10:00am.  We will 

revisit the Beth Moore study, “The Laws of Love from 

Deuteronomy.” 

For more information or to reserve a workbook for $10, 

please call me or email: Leisha Powelson 255-6373 or 

lpowelson@yahoo.com.  

RSVP to Leah at 252 - 8128 if you plan to attend so 

she will know how many to prepare for.  



Wednesday,  April 30th 
9am   Pilates-Music Suite 

   Pre-School/MDO  -  Children’s Wing/Nursery 
3:45pm    White Cross Ringers  -  Music Suite 
5:30pm   Choir Rehearsal  -  Music Suite 
6pm   All Church Picnic  -  Halliburton Park 

         
 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

 

wŜǾΦ 5ǊΦ DǊŜƎ ¢ƻƭƭŜ,  Senior Minister                     
greg.tolle@duncanfumc.org    

²ƛƴƛŦǊŜŘ .ŀƛƭŜȅ, Director  of Traditional Worship  & Music 
winifred.bailey@duncanfumc.org 

Wǳǎǘƛƴ {ƻƳƳŜǊ, Worship Leader/Youth Director 
                                           justin.sommer@duncanfumc.org 

YŀǘƘȅ DƛōǎƻƴΣ Ministry Coordinator              
kathy.gibson@duncanfumc.org 
{ǳŜ Dƛōōƻƴǎ, Financial Secretary                    
 sue.gibbons@duncanfumc.org  

¢ŀǊŀ /ƻƻƪ, Director of Children’s Ministries &  
Preschool/MDO and Nursery Coordinator                   

 tara.cook@duncanfumc.org                                         
{ǘŜǾŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ Director of Media Ministry     steve.taylor@duncanfumc.org  
                 ±ŜǊƴŀ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ Secretary         verna.wilson@duncanfumc.org 
                                             .Ŝǘǘȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ         Church Hostess     (255-9086)                 
                                  5ǊΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŀōŞ        Organist/Pianist                                                      
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First United Methodist Church 
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Duncan, Oklahoma 73533 
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                      The Life of Our Church 
 

Thursday, April  24th 
9am    Pilates  -  Music Suite 
     Pre-School/MDO  -  Children’s Wing/Nursery 
7:30pm     Open Gym 

 

 

Friday,  April 25th 
8:30    Church Office Open 
1:00     Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday,  April 27th  
9am    Sunday School  -  Classrooms 
10am    Connexion Service  -  FUMCenter 
10:15am     Traditional Service  -  Sanctuary 
12:30pm  Ruth & Naomi Circle Trip to Lawton 
2pm    Boy Scout Meetings  -  Adult Wing 

3pm    Trustee’s Meeting  -  Conference Room 
5:30pm     Disciple 1 Bible Study Class  -  Adult Wing  
6:30pm     S. N. Y. F.  -  Youth Wing 
 
Monday, April 28th 
9am   Pilates  -  Music Suite 

9:30am   Staff Meeting  -  Conference Room 
12pm   Game Day  -  Music Suite 
6pm   Maranatha Circle  -  Parlor 
7pm   Boy Scouts  -  Adult Wing 
 
Tuesday,  April 29th 

9am    Pilates  -  Music Suite 
    Pre-School/MDO  -  Children’s Wing/Nursery 
11:30am   Youth Lunch  -  Parlor 
5:15pm     Chancel Chimes Potluck Supper  -  Parlor 
6:30pm    Men’s Bible Study   -  Conference Room 


