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September 2020 
HICKORY GROVE UMC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

www.hickorygroveumc.com 

Greetings: 

When I think of the Goodness of Jesus and all He has done – My Soul 
Cries Out, Thank God for Saving ME!  I thank God for Hickory Grove United 
Methodist Church. You have shown yourself to be a Beacon in this area.  What 
a Mighty God We Serve!  You are feeding the hungry and offering clothing to 
the needy as well as we can. We have a team calling the homebound, we are 
writing letters and sending cards. THANK YOU HGUMC!   

 
You have participated in our worship services and our business affairs, 

for this we are also grateful.  I can’t count the hours volunteers have given of 
their time, the difference their presence has made and the gifts they have 
given! 

 
The different venues have all participated, everybody is taking part, they have been at bat 

and now we are circling the bases.  A songwriter once put it that Life is a Ballgame:  Read the 
lyrics to this song and see don’t you agree, that life IS a Ballgame, but you’ve got to play it fair. 
(song is printed on page 2) 

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church 
6401 Hickory Grove Road    Charlotte, NC 28215 

704-537-4686  

http://www.hickorygroveumc.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:00pm and Friday 8:30am - Noon 

 

Sunday Worship on Facebook Live: 

English: 10:00 am 

Spanish: 11:00 am 

African Venue: 12:00 pm 
 

Please register your attendance online. 

The link is located above where you click on the worship service. 
 

You can also call 1-877-514-4862 to listen to the 10:00 am worship service  

on your phone.    



 

 

 

“Life Is A Ball Game”-  Author Unknown 

Life is a ball game 
Bein' played each day 
Life is a ball game 
Everybody can play 
 
Yes you know, Jesus standing at the home plate 
He is waiting for you there 
You know, the life is a ball game 
But you've got to play it fast 
 
The first base is temptation 
You know the second base is sin 
The third base tribulation 
If you pass, you can make it in 
 
Old man Solomon is the umpire 
And Satan pitchin' a game 
He'll do his best, strike you out 
He playin' just the same 
 
You know, Daniel's up to bat first 
You know, he pray three times a day 
Yes Satan pitched him a fast ball 
But he hit it anyway 
 
Yes you know, Job is up to bat next 
Satan's struck him in every way 
But Job hit a home run 
And he came on in that day 
 
Yes you know, prayer is a strong bat 
To hit at Satan's ball 
And when you start to swing it 
You got to give it your all and all 
 
Yes you know, the priest gonna be your catcher 
And on him you can depend 
Oh Jesus standing at the home plate 
And He is waiting for you to come in 
 
Yes you know, Moses is on the sidelines 
Waiting to be called 
You know, the day he parted the Red Sea 
Little price all and all 
 
Then John came in the ninth inning 
And the game was almost done 
Then God gave John a vision 
And he knew we'd already won 
 
Yes you know life is a ball game 
Being played each day 
You know life is a ball game 
Each and everybody can play 
 
Yes you know, Jesus is standing at the home plate 
He is waiting for you there 
Well you know, life is a ball game 
But you've got to play it fair. 



 

 

News 

The staff and I are gearing up for another great Preschool year.  When school 
begins Tuesday, September 8, the Preschool will be opening its doors to begin 
our 62nd year!  Thank you HGUMC for this ministry!  The start of this year will 
be like no other.  We have lots of safety measures in place for doing what we can to protect 
everyone while serving the community in a way that is needed.  While our numbers are down 
that allows us to keep classroom numbers small and within the recommended guidelines. 
 
This year’s staff includes the following ladies: 
Blanca Lynch, Cindy Scavotto, Kayla Davis – Two Year Olds 
Jane Long – Three Year Olds 
Latesha Booker – Pre-K 
Patty Smith – Music 
 
There are several ways you could support us this year: 

 We covet your prayers for our staff, children and their families. 

 We have several families from our community who need financial assistance.  If you are 
able to help this way, you can simply designate that to Preschool Scholarship Fund. 
 
We would love for you to also support us by linking your Harris Teeter card to our school.  
You may link (or relink) your Harris Teeter card when you checkout OR at 
www.harristeeter.com.  The code for our preschool is 6274.  This is a great way for our 
school to receive extra funds.  
 
We are so thankful for all those who helped spread mulch on the playgrounds.  Many hands 
surely made the work go fast and the fellowship great! 
 
Please contact Sharon Freeze at 704-537-4658 or preschool@hgumc.com if you have any 
questions. 
 
Sharon Freeze, 
Preschool Director   

 
 

Pictures from the Work Night on the playground are included   
on the back cover.  

 

To Committee Leaders:  

 All Charge Conference forms will be available for downloading after 9-1-2020. 

 Your forms need to be filled out and forwarded to me or George Coates to be 
signed off on asap. 

 Please, we must read them, and approve them before they are submitted. We 
know we can do this as a team, if you need help, please let us know asap. 

 The Charge Conference date will be sent out in the next two weeks I am 
looking at the end of October 2020. 

Thank you, Rev. P. 

http://www.harristeeter.com
mailto:preschool@hgumc.com


 

 

The African Venue  

The African Venue would like to take this time to officially welcome our 
Senior Pastor, Phyllis Coates and our Executive Pastor, George Coates to 
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. We are excited that you are a 
part of us. 
 
The African Venue has  a Prayer Line Service everyday at 8:30am - 
9:00am and 8:30 pm - 9:00pm and you can join the prayer line by dialing 
978-990-5000 and the code number is 843159.   
 
We also have a  Wednesday Bible Study that starts at 7:00pm - 7:30pm on 
Zoom. The ZOOM ID number is 273-332-4495 and password is 4h6Vjn. 
Please join us on the prayer line everyday and every Wednesday for our Bible study.  
These are the ministries that are in full swing in the African Venue. We are also in contact 
with the members through text messaging and sometimes phone calls .  
 
Our Choir Rehearsal is now every other Saturday at 5:00pm and on Sundays at 1:00pm. We 
will continue to find means of  engaging our members and the community by spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
Yours In Christ, 
J. Alexander Kwiagaye, Jr.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

EPWORTH CLASS NEWS 
             September Birthdays: 

Olivia Hodge 9/08 
Ruth Marlow 9/15 
Coy Shue 9/24 

 
October Birthdays: 

Betty Gibbons 10/04 
Betty Cox 10/08 
Dorothy Carbone 10/30 

 
October Anniversaries: 

  David & Willie Nance        10/05 
  Frank & Dorothy Carbone    10/09 
  Fred & Nola Freeman        10/27  

The Fall Upper Rooms and the Adult 

Bible Study books (and the teach er ’s 

guides) are here and located in boxes in the 

Chapel Breezeway.  You can drop by 

anytime to pick up a copy. Please call the 

church office if you are interested in 

receiving a teacher’s guide.  Thank you! 

Church Calendar:  Please help us 

update our church calendar by sending 

information about your Sunday School 

Class Zoom meetings, group meetings, 

etc.  Thank you! 

The Church Office 

will be closed on 

Monday, 

September 7 in 

observance of 

Labor Day.  



 

 

Hello Hickory Grove, 
 
Starting with a prayer: Lord, we thank you for all the many Blessings we have and we praise you 
for ALL you do for all of your people.  Please help Hickory Grove UMC survive and to grow 
during these very difficult times of the pandemic.  You are our future, Lord, and your church is 
how we stay connected in fellowship with you.  Lord, please lead all of our hearts to tithe and 
support your church.  In your name we pray, Lord.  Amen 
 
Our General Budget giving for July 2020 was down over $11,000 from July 2019.  Our Building 
Fund giving was roughly 88% of our mortgage payment.  We still have just over $10,500 budget 
deficit for parsonage repairs, but remember without all the outstanding work of the Trustees, 
that would have been much higher and we really hadn’t spent much on the parsonage in the past 
several years.  I am sorry, but there is no way to sugar coat our budget deficits. We have some 
savings from not meeting in person, but not enough to make up those shortfalls.   
 
Mark 8:37: For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
 
Now, I am not suggesting anything of the kind that giving saves our 
soul. I am saying we cannot pay back all that Jesus has done for us, 
but we can show our gratitude.  Jesus did call us to support the 
church. In 2 Corinthians 9:7:  Each one must give as he has decided 
in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 
 
We need to give a tithe to the Lord not to make ourselves feel better 
nor because it is what we should do (although, it surely is), but 
because it is a right and joyful blessing to be ABLE to give back to 
the Lord.  
 
Thank you, Lord, for loving us each and every day and for your 
support. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church Finance Committee 
 

 

WeCare  Needs: 
canned fruit, canned corn and 

jelly 
 

Food Pantry dates: Saturdays, 
September 12 & 26 

from 10:00 am—12:00 pm 

Thank you for shopping  
Amazon Smile!  

 
We received a $37.12 donation from the 
AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of 
AmazonSmile program activity between April 
1 and June 30, 2020.  
 

When shopping on Amazon, search for 
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church and 
select the Charlotte NC option to setup where 
to donate the money. From then on, begin 
your shopping at smile.amazon.com, then 
sign into your cart and shop away. This will 
work with Prime and regular accounts.  
  

  
  

Families in need of 
assistance for Christmas: 
WeCare is now taking 
applications to help provide 
Christmas for families that 
are being financially 
challenged. Applications 
may be submitted online at 

https://hickorygroveumc.com/wecare 
starting now through October 24th or at the 
WeCare house the 2nd & 4th Saturday each 
month from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xyTkG85oE1gdBaQ_mXlGMXrVqo6Z0CSYCiTv8oxkNSKdEKWiDguUokdXKfTrPPThcZFr-8MaSZjnWj8OqP1HOtOf4fivCCb5veQpwfQcGRfIvCYxnliQsd6FWziNfD1EVwPqvOiIzKyb84bHPEmDxA==&c=sai-Fgf5HoK956SqVmG1DVgcikSbbbjp1IiZzX_YKvCmhj72_TNHew==&ch=hdsNKBmykXQG6
https://hickorygroveumc.com/wecare


 

 

Church Staff 
  

Rev. Phyllis K. Coates 
Senior Pastor 

pcoates@hgumc.com    Cell: 336-508-0291  
Parsonage: 980-430-5544  

 
Rev. George M. Coates 

Executive Pastor 
gcoates@hgumc.com     Cell: 336-681-3440 

  
Rev. Preciouse Wilson 

Assistant Pastor and African Venue  Administrator 
pwilson@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-756-6553 

 
Rev. Candido Albino 

Assistant Pastor 
calbino@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-995-2302 

  
Minister Alex Kwiagaye 

Minister of African Venue and Recreation 
 akwiagaye@hgumc.com     Cell: 401-632-8068 

   
Andrew Cumbow 

Music Director    acumbow@hgumc.com 

 
James (Jim) Lowery 

Organist    jlowery@hgumc.com 

 
Courtney Boger 

Director of Christian Discipleship 
cboger@hgumc.com   704-819-0815 

 
Sharon Freeze 

Preschool Director 
preschool@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 25 

 
Matthew Baucom 

Maintenance 
maintenance@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 18 

 
Gail Reynolds 

Office Administrator & Finance Secretary 
greynolds@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 11 

 
Jennifer Stribling 
Nursery Coordinator 

jstribling@hgumc.com    704-617-2520    

August Memorials: 

Gerry Little 
WeCare: Jean Long 
General: Larry and Ruth Wood 
WeCare: Kathy White 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
WeCare: Chap and Nokie Tuttle 
Snack Pack: Benjamin and Cheryl Sage 
Snack Pack: Frances and Annette Little 
Snack Pack: Cheryl Maney  
 
Jeff Robinson 
WeCare: Nancy Williams 
 
Pat Taylor 
General: Tim and Carol Taylor 
General: Betty Nunn 
General: Jeffrey and Gina Stocton 
General: Matthew and Beverly Burton 
 
James King 
General: Larry and Ruth Wood 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
WeCare: Jarrett and Mary  Wyant 
 
Nancy Wright 
General: Larry and Ruth Wood 
 
 
August Honorariums: 

Pastors Phyllis and George Coates 
Snack Pack: Tom and Susan Fox 
 
Mary Wyant 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
 
Patty Marks 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
 
Evelyn Davis 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
 
Rosemary Petty 
WeCare: JoAnn McMurray 

 
 

 

mailto:pwilson@hgumc.com
mailto:Akwiagaye@hgumc.com
mailto:jlowery@hgumc.com
mailto:maintenance@hgumc.com
mailto:jstribling@hgumc.com


 

 

Theme 2020:  
Hope, Resilience and Recovery 

As a result of COVID-19, we have entered 

unchartered territory. We must trust our 

instincts and common sense to keep our 

loved ones safe. Therefore, I want to touch 

on Suicide Prevention Awareness. 

Suicide is death caused by injuring oneself 

with the intent to die. A suicide attempt is 

when someone harms themselves with the 

intent to end their life, but they do not die 

because of their actions. Suicide is the 10th 

leading cause of death in the United States. 

Suicide is complex. There are almost always multiple causes, including psychiatric illnesses, that 

may not have been recognized or treated. However, these illnesses are treatable. 

Suicide affects all ages: suicide is a problem throughout the life span. It is the second leading cause 

of death for people 10 to 34 years of age, the fourth leading cause among people 35 to 54 years of 

age, and the eighth leading cause among people 55 to 64 years of age. 

Let us think about it!! Is Suicide Preventable? 

Yes, Suicide it Preventable!!!!!! 

Preventing suicide requires sustained, broad-based efforts involving many sectors of the community 

and reaching into people’s relationships with friends and family.  

As individual members of our Hickory Grove family we can educate ourselves about the warning 

signs of suicide: talking about death or suicide, seeking methods for self-harm, such as searching 

online or obtaining a gun, or talking about feeling hopeless or having no reason to live. https://

www.suicideispreventable.org/  

If you or someone you know is in crisis, please contact the: 

   

As we go through this time of isolation and social distancing it is important that we self-care. 

Caring for our whole self - body, mind, and soul will keep us energized and mentally well. I am also 

encouraging us to reach out and check on others most especially our shut-in members. 

Deaconess Sylvia Sekle-Dueh 
Health and Wellness Ministry 
Hickory Grove UMC 

https://www.suicideispreventable.org/
https://www.suicideispreventable.org/


 

 

Submit a caption for this picture featuring Pastor P.  The winner will receive a 
$10 gift card to Chick-Fil-A.  Email your caption to Sharon at  

preschool@hgumc.com. Deadline: September 20, 2020. 
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