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Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
 
I made the mistake of taking a vacation. I very much needed it. There were 
doctors’ appointments that family members and I needed to take. I had chores 
to do at my sister’s house and my house in Reidsville. There were 
opportunities to work outside and to use muscles that I do not use very often. 
Yes, Marva and I accomplished many things on our “to do list,” and we are 
ready for the next season of life. So, how could it have been a mistake to take 
the vacation?  
 
First, I returned from this vacation needing another vacation. This vacation 
wore me out! Every night when I went to bed during my vacation, I was tired, very tired. Secondly, 
when I return from a vacation, I find that I have to get back into the work routine. Sometimes, this 
is difficult to accomplish. Thirdly, I find that I have to catch up. As I am trying to adjust to being 
back at work, I am also dealing with deadlines that are coming. Preparing for Charge Conference, 
attending delegation meetings, caring for the membership, and trying to be faithful to God and to 
God’s church. Yes, I am discovering that there are many tasks to accomplish and much work to do.  
 
I thank God for a community of faith that supports Marva and me with your prayers and your 
assistance. I am so grateful for staff who understands that God is calling them to this work, and it 
is more than a job, a paycheck for them. Their work is ministry, and they want to please God. I am 
grateful for leaders who will go beyond what we expect them to do so that the mission of the 
church may move forward. They have a love for God and for God’s church that motivates them so 
that they may accomplish God’s will for their lives. I am grateful that we can collaborate and work 
together.  
 
We move into October 2018 trusting that God is leading us, equipping us, and using us to make 
differences in this community and in the world. I am thankful for the time away. I am thankful for 
the personal work that Marva and I were able to accomplish. I am also thankful for the work that 
lies ahead. I have the faith that by the grace and power of God we will accomplish what needs to be 
accomplished. At the end it is that, God’s will may be accomplished through us.  

 
Peace, 
Sam  
 

6401 Hickory Grove Road    Charlotte, NC 28215    704-537-4686  

http://www.hickorygroveumc.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm and Friday 8:30am - Noon 
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Church Staff 
 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 

smoore@hgumc.com 
 Cell: 336-613-2009  

Parsonage: 980-430-5544  

 

Rev. Candido Albino 
Assistant Pastor 

calbino@hgumc.com 
Cell: 704-995-2302 

 

Minister Alex Kwiagaye 
Minister of African Venue and Recreation 

 akwiagaye@hgumc.com  
Cell: 401-632-8068 

 

Minister Preciouse Wilson 
Assistant Minister and African Venue  Administrator 

pwilson@hgumc.com  
Cell: 704-756-6553 

 

Sharon Freeze 
Preschool Director 

preschool@hgumc.com 
704-537-4686, Ext. 25 

 

Gail Reynolds 
Office Administrator & Finance Secretary 

greynolds@hgumc.com 
704-537-4686, Ext. 11 

 
 

Andre Brooks 
Facilities/Maintenance 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

10:20 am Sunday School, Various Classrooms 

11:11 am Contemporary Worship, Family Worship Center 

11:30 am Mini Church, Learning Center  

11:11 am African Ministry Worship, Sanctuary 

11:11 am Servicio Hispano, Chapel 

 

Nursery is provided in the Preschool Area every Sunday  
from 9:15 am - 12:30 pm for children 4 years of age  
and younger. 

 

The Grove Echoes is a monthly publication of Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. 

NEWS & 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
Congratulations to our Laity Service 
Award Recipients – Mike Dulin, Joe Howell, 
Comfort Teah and Roxana Vargas. These 
individuals have contributed to the life of 
HGUMC and the community and are committed 
to the Christian way of life.  
 
Please come and celebrate with them as the 
Conference honors them with a reception on 
October 21, at 3:00 p.m. at HGUMC.  
 
Reservations must be made to attend 
(deadline Sunday, October 14). You may 
make a reservation by calling Star Howell at 704
-455-3089 or send an email to 
starhowell@gmail.com  

 
 
 We Care October Needs:  
 Canned Carrots, Mixed  

 Vegetables, and Pork & Beans 

 Thanks for helping us feed our  
 neighbors in need. 

We Care Dates: Saturdays,  
October 13 and 27 

 
 
From the Board of Trustees 

Thank you for your past contributions to the 
Building Upgrades and Repairs Fund. This is 
our go-to fund to help with maintenance and 
repair expenses that sometimes exceed the 
Trustees’ Annual Budget.  
 
Some of these current expenses include:  
1) repair new leak in Sanctuary roof,  
2)  waterproofing repairs to Asbury Building 
chimney, 3) repairs to roof of Asbury Building-
to-Sanctuary bridge, 4) repairs to chilled water 
pump in boiler room, 5) repairs to roof of 
WeCare house, 6) continued installation of high
-efficiency LED lights.  
 

mailto:Akwiagaye@hgumc.com
mailto:pwilson@hgumc.com
mailto:starhowell@gmail.com
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The UMW will be selling Luminaries for Christmas. These lovely etched glass 
luminaries will be available in either a cross or angel design. Great for holiday 
decorating or for gifts. Preorders will be taken until Sunday, November 4.  
 

Contact Jatana Royster (jatanaroyster@gmail.com) or Mary Wyant 
(mwyant@carolina.rr.com) or look for our sales table on October 28 and November 4. The 
cost is $10 each.  

 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will go to UMW missions that help women, children and youth 
around the world. 

 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  W o m e n  ( U M W )  

The October United Methodist Men's Meeting will be held on Monday, October 22 at 07:00 PM in 

the FLC Trinity Room. Their program will be planning for Pumpkin Palooza on Sunday, October 

28 and a We Care work day on Saturday, November 03.  Make plans to join us! 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  M e n  ( U M M )  

Saturday, November 10th  

9am - 2pm  

in the Family Life Center 

 

UMW  

Craft & Bake 
Sale  

Please come out to shop and support UMW.  

Any questions,  

contact Jennifer Scoggins 704-577-3223  

mailto:jatanaroyster@gmail.com
mailto:mwyant@carolina.rr.com
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I mistakenly omitted these articles in last month’s Grove Echoes.   

My apologies, Gail Reynolds 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!  

     Thank you to all who came out and supported the first Hickory Grove UMW Trivia Night.  
     The night would not have happened without the wonderful ladies of the UMW, Thank You 
Ladies! Thanks to Susan Fox and her kitchen crew for dinner! Thanks to Jennifer Scoggins for 
customizing our first-place prizes. Thanks to Mary Wyant for the PowerPoint presentation 
and second-place prizes. Thanks to Lisa Brooker from the HG Quilting Ministry for being one 
of our judges and scorekeeper. Thanks to the UMW Ladies for making and donating delicious 
desserts. Thanks to the set-up and the clean-up crews.  
     A HUGE Thank You to Randy Bunnell for being our incomparable Master of Ceremonies. 
And a special thank you to all our contestants, thank you for participating and thank you for 
those who stayed to help clean up!  
     Our goal for the evening was to have a few rounds of trivia, to award one team the bragging 
rights of being smarter than an 8th grader, raise some money for missions of the UMW, and 
have fun. Thank you to all who made this happen.  
 
Our Winners:  

1st Place -- The Good News Good News Sunday School Class from Blair Road UMC  

2nd Place – Dear Friends Team Kirkpatrick & Friends  

3rd Place –The Mulligans Spirit Seekers Sunday School #1 Team Fox Spirit Seekers Sunday 

School #2  

4th Place – Joyful Noise Path Finders Sunday School #1  

5th Place – A Bunch of Jokers and an Ace Team Wyant & Friends  
                    The Winners Path Finders Sunday School #1  

Start studying now and get ready for next year!  
 
Kindest regards,  

Kim Bucklin  

HICKORY GROVE UNITED METHODIST QUILTING MINISTRY  

IS OFFERING BEGINNING QULTING!  
 

A Beginning Quilting Workshop is scheduled! We will have this fun workshop on Saturday, 
October 13th AND Saturday October 27th.  

The Workshop consists of two full Saturdays (9:00 am until 4:30 pm) where we will teach 
basic machine quilting with the result of a beautiful lap size quilt. The quilt below was made 
with the pattern used in our beginning class.  

The workshop will take place in the Trinity Room of the Family Life Center of 
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. Please contact Kim at 
kkb.embroidery@yahoo.com if you are interested in this beginning workshop/
classes and I will send you the supply list.  

A donation to the Quilting Ministry's Designated Funds at Hickory Grove 
United Methodist Church would be greatly appreciated for this Workshop.  
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Meet Kathleen Robinson 

If you ever need to have your spirits lifted, please visit Kathleen 
Robinson, one of our homebound members.  She will greet you 
with a big smile and a warm hug. 
 
Mrs. Kathleen grew up in the Providence Road area.  The family 
dairy farm was in the area off Elm Lane.  She can recall her 
friends riding horses along the roads, as well as, horses and 
wagons and attending Sunday services in her grandmother's front 
yard.  Her face lights up as she recalls those Sundays.  Her 
brother lives on the family farm that is now near Indian Land and 
has a vegetable garden each year.  The family gathers there for 
special occasions, like Thanksgiving. 
 
Mrs. Kathleen and her husband moved to the Lawyers Road area 
in 1950, but continued to attend a Methodist church in Pineville until they joined Hickory Grove 
United Methodist Church in 1955.  One of their daughters was a cheerleader for the basketball 
team and their son Jeff played baseball.  She loves to remember the friends in her and her 
husband's Sunday School class and all the activities at the church that the family attended.  As 
her children grew up, one of her daughters, Jill, loved to ride her horse along the roads in the 
area of Lawyers Road.  It's hard to imagine that today.  Her daughter, Paula, loved driving go-
carts. In the backyard is a playhouse Mr. Robinson built for the children.   
 
One of the valuable services Mrs. Kathleen gave to the church was teaching Sunday School for 
over twenty-five years.  She began by teaching children who were six years old.  She spent most 
of those years, however, teaching fourth graders. She smiles as she recalls teaching the children 
of children she had taught many years earlier.   
 
Mrs. Kathleen's father wanted her to be a teacher, but she wanted to be a secretary.  After 
receiving her training, one of her first jobs was with Celanese which she still calls one of the best 
jobs she ever had.  As the children came, she later went to work at Delmar because she could 
work from home and be there for her children.  She had to learn to use a computer and the 
company's programs so she could do the work.  Mrs. Kathleen is fortunate to say she never had a 
job she didn't love. 
 
There is another piece of Charlotte's history that involves Mr. Robinson.  When the coliseum, 
now Bojangle's Coliseum on Independence Boulevard was built, Mrs. Kathleen's husband put in 
the windows.  He also did those at Ovens Auditorium and what used to be known as 
Charlottetown Mall.   
 
Mrs. Kathleen loves the Lord and shares that love with everyone she meets.  Ruth Wood recalls 
one occasion when Mrs. Kathleen was taking her and Jill somewhere, that Mrs. Kathleen began 
talking about  the meaning of Easter and Jesus dying on the cross.  As she talked, tears rolled 
down her cheeks.  As you talk with Mrs. Kathleen, her joy in her faith and in her Lord shines for 
all to see.   
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Giving Sept. 2 Sept. 9 Sept. 16 Sept. 23 

Received - General Fund $11,058.72 $7,935.50 $2,944.00 $6,519.41 

Received - Building fund $2,457.00 $1,480.00 $535.00 $1,761.00 

Received - Special $580.00 $137.00 $142.00 $75.00 

Received - Apportionments $375.00 0 $375.00 0 

Total Received $14,470.72 $9.552.50 $3,996.00 $8,355.41 

Needed for General Budget (per week) $11,250.00 $11,250.00 $11,250.00 $11,250.00 

Needed for Building Budget (per week) $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

Attendance     

9:15 Traditional 91 96 12 93 

11:11 Contemporary 43 45 19 60 

African 71 79 29 61 

Latino 43 44 23 21 

Mini Church 13 15 - 11 

Total 261 279 83 83 

Sunday School - 99 No SS 115 
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Sept. 30 

$11,801.50 

$3,657.50 

$366.05 

$375.00 

$16,200.05 

$11,250.00 

$3,000.00 

Fifth Sunday 
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MEMORIALS 
Shirley Griffin  Snack Pack: BT & EL Cox 
    General: Cokesbury Class 
    Snack Pack: Mr. and Mrs. Paul McMurray 
    General: Denny and Becky Baldwin 
    General: Janice Hinson 
    General: Cathy McCauley 
     
 
HONORARIUMS 

Kim Shafer   Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 
 
 

All memorials and honorariums are acknowledged by written notification by the Church Office. 
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P r e s c h o o l  

Dear Church Family, 
 
    Blessings to you and your family. We want you to know how grateful we are for all the support you 
give to Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. We have been amazed at how well we have adapted to 
the changes of the past few years - God is good all the time. We are coming to you today to lift up our 
building fund giving.  The monthly giving is not supporting the mortgage. This means that we are using 
funds that are in reserve. We need our reserves because we will need to renew our mortgage in 2019. We 
anticipate that the mortgage will then be over one million dollars. We would like to make a substantial 
payment on this anticipated balance. We will also need to show that we can support our monthly 
payments.  
    We are hoping that these strategies will place us in a position in which we can pay the mortgage off as 
soon as possible. Our staff and trustees are doing  wonderful jobs of keeping our expenses low so that 
even though we are not meeting our general fund giving budget, we are getting by.  Please do all you can 
to support our building fund giving on a continuous basis.   
    God is with us, our love for God, and the missions that we support are the real reason we exist. Thank 
you for your continuous prayers and for all you do to support Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. 
 
Peace in Christ,  
Finance Team 

Sharon Freeze 

Preschool Director 

704-537-4658  

preschool@hgumc.com.   
 
We’ve completed our first month of Preschool and all is well!  We really appreciate all 
of the prayers and support we receive from you.  Here are a few things that are coming 
up during the month of October: 
 
October will be our first month participating in all of our special activities – Music Class, Bible Stories, 
Fitkids, and Stories with Mrs. Marie.  We will also have our Fall Parties on Monday, October 29.   
 
We will be offering Speech/Hearing Screenings for 3 and 4 year olds on October 8.  This is a FREE 
event.  If you know of a child that would benefit from this screening, please let me know and I will be glad 
to get information to you for that family.   Children do not have to be enrolled in our program to 
participate. 
 
The Preschool children and staff will be selling Butter Braid Pastries October 15 – October 26.  During 
this time we will take orders and collect payment.  Pastries will be delivered on Friday, November 9, just 
in time for Thanksgiving.  These pastries are amazing and fun to thaw and bake. Please see a Preschool 
family or staff member if you are interested in ordering a pastry.   
 
The Preschool will be responsible for the monthly Chick-Fil-A night on Monday, October 22.  We’d 
love to see you there between 3:00-8:00.  Please let the cashier (inside or at the drive thru) know that 
you’re supporting the fundraiser and we will receive 20% of your purchase.  It will also be a chance for 
you to meet some of our precious Preschool families, introduce yourself to 
them, and invite them to church!  Hope to see you!    
 
Looking ahead to November, we will be offering the opportunity for Christmas 
pictures to be taken by our professional photographer on Monday, November 
5, 5:00-7:30.  Pictures can include a single person or a group of people.  Please 
contact me for further information if you are interested in this event. 

mailto:preschool@hgumc.com
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Please join us for a night of fun!!! 
 

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church 
6401 Hickory Grove Rd. 

Charlotte, NC 28215 
 

Sunday October 28, 6pm-8pm 
 

Trunk or Treat, Games, popcorn, 
hotdog dinner &  

showing  

Hotel Transylvania 3! 

Everything is free!!! 


