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Senior Pastor

| am writing this after being away for a week following Easter. | want to
express gratitude to everyone who worked to make our ministry offerings
for Holy Week and Easter successful and transformative. | am grateful for
the Worship Team for helping us to plan our worship offering for Holy
Week and Easter.

We began with exciting worship experiences on Palm Sunday. We thank
God for inspiring the worship leaders so that we could experience the
presence of Christ in the worship services. | am thankful for those who
visited the Reserve at Canyon Hills to invite and distribute materials
concerning Hickory Grove. | am grateful for the lay servants and Jim who led us on Good
Friday in the Tenebrae Service. | am grateful for Jennifer Scoggins, Jenifer Stribling, and all
who assisted them with the Easter Egg Hunt.

Thank you to the United Methodist Men for the breakfast at the Sunrise Service and for all
who attended the Sunrise Service. Finally, | am grateful for all the leaders of worship and the
participants of worship on Easter Sunday morning. | believe that everyone in the Traditional
Venue were blessed with the processional hymn by the Choir. | am thankful for Andrew and
Jim for their leadership and also for the choir for their willingness to do it.

Preciouse led you in worship on the Second Sunday of Easter. He began a series of sermons
from the Book of Acts. We wil!/| be explorin
the Easter Season. We will also have some special celebrations. We will celebrate Preschool
Sunday on May 19, Graduation Sunday on June 2. and Pentecost Sunday on June 9.

While away, | remembered my first discussion with the SPRC on a Sunday night in May
2015. |l remember saying to them, Athat |
others in worship that we should know that we had been in the presence of God and that we
had worshipped God. o6 It takes a team effort
with us so that when we leave the worshipping experience, we may know that we have been in
the presence of God. Thank you for all that you do, and | pray that you will continue to work
with us as we allow God to use us to bless this community and this church.

Peace,
Sam
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Church Staff

Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr.
Senior Pastor
smoore@hgumc.com
Cell: 336-613-2009
Parsonage: 980-430-5544

Rev. Candido Albino
Assistant Pastor
calbino@hgumc.com Cell: 704995-2302

Minister Alex Kwiagaye
Minister of African Venue and Recreation
I kwiagaye@hgumc.com  Cell: 401632-8068

Minister Preciouse Wilson
Assistant Minister and African Venue Administrator
pwilson@hgumc.com Cell: 704-756-6553

Andrew Cumbow
Music Director acumbow@hgumc.com

James (Jim) Lowery
Organist jlowery@hgumc.com

Sharon Freeze
Preschool Director
preschool@hgumc.com 704537-4686, Ext. 25

Matthew Baucom
Maintenance
maintenance@hgumc.com 704-537-4686, Ext. 18

Gail Reynolds
Office Administrator & Finance Secretary
greynolds@hgumc.com 704537-4686, Ext. 11

Jennifer Stribling
Nursery Coordinator
jstribling@hgumc.com  704-617-2520

Sunday Morning Worship Services:

9:15 am Traditional Worship , Sanctuary

10:20 am Sunday School, Various Classrooms
11:11 am Contemporary Worship, Family Worship Center
11:30 am Mini Church, Learning Center

11:11 am African Ministry Worship, Sanctuary
11:11 am Servicio Hispano,  Chapel

Nursery is provided in the Preschool Area every Sunday

from 9:15 am - 12:30 pm for children 5 years of age
and younger.

The Grove Echoes is a monthly publicati on of
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church.

Calling all Graduat es

We need your help

Graduation Sunday will be Sunday, June 2

We will be honoring all of our graduates from
high school and college. If you are a student or
a parent of a student graduating this Spring
with a high school or higher education diploma
please send:

P
student 6s full na*%)
parent/guardian names, i
pictures (at least one childhood and one

graduation photo),
details of what degree and institution and
graduating studentos
the graduateds coelltact
phone and/or email address to Kim Long by
Sunday, May 19".

All pictures should be digitally scanned and
included in an email with the above information
sent to klI9209@gmail.com. Only student
information and pictures received by
May 19th will be included in our Graduate
Recognition PowerPoint presentation on June
2nd.

There will be a Reception on Sunday,
June 2 to honor the graduates
in the Parlors from
9:30 am until 11:00 am.

Mot her 6 sPlesa gtop by the table in
the courtyard on Sunday Morning, May 5 if
you would like to place a name in the
Mot her 0s Dayto Boodr | @t i
remember your Mother. Each name will be
$3 and all proceeds will benefit our
Childrends Ministry.

Nursery Volunteers: We are in need of
volunteers with a heart to love and serve our
little ones. Please contact Jennifer Stribling
for more information. 704-617-2520 /
jstribling@hgumc.com or come and find her
in the Preschool Area Room 103.

amazon When shopping on Amazon, go
to smile.amazon.com ,
choose Hickory Grove United
Methodist Church, Charlotte,
NC. You get your product for
the same price and Amazon donates money
to the church!

You shop. Amazon gives.

an

futur


mailto:Akwiagaye@hgumc.com
mailto:pwilson@hgumc.com
mailto:jlowery@hgumc.com
mailto:maintenance@hgumc.com
mailto:jstribling@hgumc.com
mailto:kl9209@gmail.com
mailto:jstribling@hgumc.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xyTkG85oE1gdBaQ_mXlGMXrVqo6Z0CSYCiTv8oxkNSKdEKWiDguUokdXKfTrPPThcZFr-8MaSZjnWj8OqP1HOtOf4fivCCb5veQpwfQcGRfIvCYxnliQsd6FWziNfD1EVwPqvOiIzKyb84bHPEmDxA==&c=sai-Fgf5HoK956SqVmG1DVgcikSbbbjp1IiZzX_YKvCmhj72_TNHew==&ch=hdsNKBmykXQG6

Meet Ann Trammell

We are often unaware of the work that is done behind the
scenes in the life of the church. Ann Trammell, a faithful
servant of Hickory Grove United Methodist, has been a
member for 53 years. When asked about the church, she said,
nl |l ove Hickory Grove and t he
all the help Hickory Grove gaé
currently lives at Morningside in Gastonia which is near her
daughter. She says she is blessed by her children and her

visitors from Hickory Grove.

S5 o
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Born in Toccoa, Georgia, Mrs. Ann moved to Charlotte with her family at age 3 and lived on
Bay Street in the Elizabeth area. She graduated from Central High School. After her
marriage, Mrs. Ann moved to Grove Park and joined Hickory Grove in May, 1966. A month
later, her mother died, and Mrs. Ann is still grateful for the visit and support from the
minister, Rev. Hurley.

Mrs. Ann has two children, Kathy and Eddie who were both active in sports at the church.
Kathy played softball and basketball, and Eddie played basketball and baseball, so
Saturdays were spent at the fields or gym.

At Hickory Grove, Mrs. Ann, along with Rick Lail, taught third graders for 15 or 16 years.

He recalls one Saturday morning when he met her in their classroom to find that she had
brought bright green paint to paint their classroom. He also believes Mrs. Ann connected so
well with the children because she has a childlike joy in her heart.

Mrs. Ann was also a Stephen minister, a volunteer position that required 50 hours of
training to serve as a lay caregiver who provides one on one care including taking
communion to her people. She fondly recalls the special relationships with Arnold
Thompson and Jean McMackin. Another position that Mrs. Ann volunteered for was the
Support Teams started by Rev. Diane Donald.

A member of the Staff Parish Committee, Mrs. Ann served as chairman for 4 years. Reuv.
Arnie Corriher became the minister at Hickory Grove during that time. She took on
another job along with Joe Howell in reactivating the Parsonage Committee that had not
been active for some years. She and Joe started yearly inspections and guidance for the
parsonage.

One of Mrs. Annds speci al |l oves at the church
Ann Jordan started them in the gym; the suppers later moved to the Family Life Center.

She was active with these suppers for around twenty years. Joyce Dulin recalls what a great

job she did with these suppers and what a special event it was for the church family.

At one time there were Dinner Clubs at Hickory Grove. Mrs. Ann was the leader of one
group, a group that continued to meet once a month until she went to Assisted Living.

An i mportant part of Mrs. Anndés faith journey
Kiker. Mrs. Ann remembers what a special group it was and continued with them for all 4

years of the classes. She says that not only was it important to her faith journey, but it was

also fun. She remains a beloved member of the Cokesbury Sunday School Class, and she

still joins them for special events.

Mrs. Anndés friends are amazed by how she has b
thrown her way. She has been a true servant at Hickory Grove United Methodist Church
and keeps joy in her soul and the love of Jesus in her heart.

Thanks to Joyce Dulin



Meet our new staff members....

Andrew Cumbow, Music Director
acumbow@hgumc.com

Andrew Cumbow is a choral conductor, music educator, church musician and composer living
in Belmont, North Carolina. He holds a Master of Music in choral conducting
with emphasis in church music from Mercer University, and a Bachelor of Arts
with a double major in vocal performance and choral music education from
I King University. He has worked with collegiate choirs, K-12 music education
1l and choral programs, and served as Director of Music Ministries in Southwest
|| Virginia and Atlanta, Georgia before taking his current call to be the
9] Traditional Music Director at Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. He
loves to introduce congregations to hymns old and new, create unique worship
services, and compose choral music for church choirs. Andy lives with his wife,
Glory, a talented writer, dramatist, and ordained Presbyterian minister. The
pair enjoys plays, concerts, comedy shows, and finding unique restaurants.

James (Jim) Lowery, Organist
jlowery@hgumc.com

James (Jim) Lowery ... I'm a native of Lakeland, FL and lived there half my life. My wife is
Judy and we have been married 32 years. We moved to Rock Hill in 1996 after a 6 year stay in
Pennsylvania where my wife is from. We have 3 grown children and numerous grandchildren. |
have been playing and/or directing in churches for 40 years and served in a wide variety of
denominations. | work for a computer networking company in Belmont. Along with music, my
big interest is in model trains. | have even started a side business manufacturing wooden building
kits for model railroads.

Matthew Baucom, Maintenance
maintenance@hgumc.com 704-537-4686, Ext. 18

Matthew Baucom joined our staff in February of 2019 after an 18 year career in retail
management. He is a member of Garver Memorial Baptist Church in Gastonia NC where he serves

as Deacon, Childrendés Church Teacher, on the E
Committee. He is married to his wife of 17 years, Alicia. They have 3 children Cody, Anthony, and
Aubrey.

The Altar Flower Chart is posted outside the Church Office if you would like to sign up to
donate fl owers. Pl ease take a FIl ower Request
mailbox. For more information, please call the Church Office.

Facility Request Forms : Please make sure to complete a Facility Request Form for events/
meetings that will be held at the church. Forms can be found on the church website, on the
bulletin board outside the church office, and in the church mailbox.
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Il tds hard to believe that we are fi
had a great year impacting our Preschoolers and being impacted by them as
well. Here are a few things we have coming up during this month and then a
recap of our school year:

We will again host a Summer Fun Camp July 22-26 from 9:00am i 2:00pm.

This camp is for ages 2Kindergarten. We look forward to a week of arts and crafts, stories,
games, music, and lots of outside play. Invite your friends! Registration forms with more
information are located by the Preschool office. Registration deadline is June 27.

Our graduating four year olds invite their families and friends to a special year-end program
the morning of Wednesday, May 15. The program begins at 11:00 a.m. in the Family Life
Center. | know they would love for YOU to join us for this special graduation event!

| also want to take this opportunity to thank our amazing staff 1 Claudia Tourn and Sally
Warren (Ones) Kim Rogers, Latesha Booker, Sarah Dilday (Twos), Jane Long (Threes), Donna
Earl and Cindy Scavotto (Fours), Patty Smith (music). These ladies do such an amazing job
working with the children and each other.

The Preschool Office will be open 9:00-1:00 several days a week during the summer. If you
need to contact me please leave a message on my voicemail or send an email. | will get back in
touch with you when | am in the office.

Our Year in Reviewi During the 2018-2019 School Year, our Preschool:

§ Served 56 different children and their families

§ Collected books, hats and gloves for the We Care ministry

§ Sang for Golden Years in December and made special seasonal decorations alongside their
members (we sure do miss this special group)

Collected over 200 canned food items for the We Care ministry in December

Prepared and served dinner, prepared breakfast and packed lunches for Room in the Inn

Showing love to our community, we collected over 130 items for the Snack Pack ministry

We had Bible Stories, learned a song and Bible memory verse each month. We hosted Fish

the Magish, Touch of Heaven Butterfly Farm, monthly Stories with Mrs. Marie, monthly

FitKids sessions and Music classes we 6 ve had a busy and really f

w W W W

And last, but certainly not least, we want to invite you to celebrate the ministry that you have
supported for the past 60 years! On Sunday, May 19, our current preschoolers will be

singing at the 11:11 service in the Family Worship Center AND

weove invited preschool ers an {uoeecoruriovemoss | past

this date as well. We will worship together and then celebrate
with lunch from several food trucks and reminisce while we enjoy ®@@@@@@

inflatables, corn hole, and other games. Please come and be a ﬁ Sty ﬁ‘,\
part of this celebration and welcome all those who are visiting to % @% 6075 @ ' ‘
join you at Hickory Grove UMC. If you attended or taught at our VEARS

preschool, please email any pictures you may have to me at

preschool@hgumc.comor you can place them in my mailbox and I will scan them and return
to you.

Sincerely,

Sharon Freeze
Preschool Director
704-537-4658
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Hi ckory Grove Quilting Min
Quilt for a cause Quiltshop:
AQuilts For Hope Houseo

The very sewcial and creative ladies of the HG Quilting Ministry will be having
their Spring Quilt for a Cause Quiltshop on Saturday, May 18th, from 10:00 am
until 4:30 pm in the AGAPE Room of Hickory Grove United Methodist Church.

We will be making beautiful and uplifting quilts to be given to some
young ladies who reside at Hope House.

Hope House is a home for young women who were victims of human/sex
trafficking. OnEagles Wings Ministries operates this wonderful home and much
needed ministry in Charlotte, NC. We will provide courageous survivors, who need

security in their lives, with a comforting quilt to wrap them in love and warmth.

Please feel free to stop by and see creativity in action!



Giving and Attendance
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Memorials and
Honorariums

APRIL M EMORIALS
Margaret Long

Pauline Moore

APRIL H ONORARIUMS

Building: Michael and Deborah Chapman

Building: Epworth Class

General: Mary Martin

General: Betty Nunn

WeCare: Willie and David Nance
Snack Pack: Bill and Mary Magee
Building: Betsy Mayer

Building: Jean Long

Building: Floyd and Kathy Sistruck
Building: Betty Cox

Building: Denny and Becky Baldwin
Snack Pack: Tom and Susan Fox

Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick

Nokie Tuttle
Patty Marks
Dr. Sam Moore

Building: Epworth Class

Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick

Building; David and Jill Madry




Upcoming Events May 1

- 31, 2019

Evangelism Team

Quilting Ministry
Saturday, May 4/ 9:0
Tuesday, May 7/ 5:0
Saturday, May 18/ 9:
Tuesday, May 21/ 5:

Trusteesb

Music Festival Planning Committee

Saturday, May 4 / 8:30 am / Parlor B

o

am / Agape Room
pm / Agape Room
0 am / Agape Room
0 pm / Agape Room

Medayt May & / 12:30 pm / Parlor B

[e¥eX=]

Monday, May 6/ 6:00 pm /

Spirit
We Care Food Pantry

Seekersb

Cl
Saturdays, May 11 and 25

assroom

We Care May needs

Mot her 6s

Day

Canned corn, peas or baked beans

& Family aMagl2Fri ends Sunday

Group Lydia  Monday, May 13/ 1:30 pm / Parlor B

Worship Committee

Preschool Graduation

Tuesday, May 14 / 6:30 pm / Parlor B
Wednesday, May 15/ 11:00 am / Family Life Center

UMW Membership Nurture and Outreach Unit Meeting

Preschool Sunday 60

th Celebration Sunday, May 19/ 11:11 am / Family Life Center

Group Naomi
Finance Committee

Sunday,

Administrative Council

May 19 / 1:00 pm [/ Brideds

Sunday, May 12

Wednesday, May 15 / Trinity Room

Room

Sunday, May 19/ 5:00 pm / Conference Room
Sunday, May 19/ 6:00 pm / Conference Room

UMW Executive Board Meeting

Monday, May 20 / 6:00 pm / Parlor B

Church Office Closed

(Memorial Day) Monday, 27

Day of Fasting and Prayer Service

Friday, May 31/ 5:15 pm / Sanctuary

No UMM Meeting in May, see you on June 24!

Weekly Sunday Activities

9:15 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)

10:00 am Latino Bible Study (Parlors & Conference Room)
10:20 am Sunday School

11:11 am Contemporary Worship (FWC)

11:30 am Mini Church (Learning Center)

11:11 am African Ministry Worship (Sanctuary)

11:11 am Servicio Hispano: (Chapel)

St. Gabriel Worship (Epworth Bldg.)*

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Epworth)

Weekly Monday Activities

7:00 pm Boy Scouts (Epworth Building)*

Weekly Tuesday Activities

7:00 am Prayer Breakfast (Epworth Bldg.)

8:30 am Arts & Crafts (Epworth Bldg.)

3:30 pm Staff Meeting (Conference Room)

6:00 pm Girl Scouts (2nd floor Susanna Wesley Bldg.)*
7:00 pm Latino Worship Practice (Chapel)

Weekly Wednesday Activities

10:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Parlor B)
8:00 am Candlelight - Narcotics Anonymous (Epworth)*
Weekly Thursday Activities

7:00 pm Cub Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)*
7:00 pm Praise Band Practice (Family Life Center)

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

Weekly Friday Activities

6:30 pm Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)*
7:30 pm Latino Venue Rehearsal (FWC)

Weekly Saturday Activities

10:00 am Latino Dance Group (FLC, Room 202)

10:00 am African Ministry Basketball (Gym)

11:30 am Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)*
4:00 pm  St. Gabriel Worship Set Up (Epworth Bldg. )*
5:00 pm  African Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

* Not a

Monday, May 27

2BBDBDHHDBDHADDHMHDMD

Bridal Shower
for Lauren Jones
Sunday, June 2, 2019
Trinity Room
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
Registered at
Belk, Target,
and Bed Bath & Beyond

HGUMC event/group



