
 
 
 
 
                                    
                                            March 2020 
 
Epiphany was the season between the two major lights. We began with the 
light from the star that led the Magi to the Christ.  We ended it by 
celebrating the light that was Jesus on the Mountain of Transfiguration.  
 

We are in the season of Lent. We began with Ash Wednesday by remembering that we are 
from dust and we are returning to dust. We will travel with Jesus into his temptation and 
move into Holy Week. We will intentionally not be singing the Gloria Patri during the 
Lenten season. We do not sing Alleluia or Hallelujah because it is a season to prepare.  We 
prepare through laments. We will come to Good Friday remembering that the first one 
was not good. It was a bad Friday because it was the day that Jesus suffered and he died. I 
invite you to read the daily scripture readings and to pray the prayer that are included on 
the Sunday bulletin. 
 
 The worship and preaching theme for Lent is Disciples Encounter the Light. We will be 
exploring ways that others suffer, and how Jesus embraces and redeems their suffering. 
This is good news because it means that Jesus embraces us as we suffer.  He suffers with 
us and redeems our suffering. Jesus also invites us to embrace and share in the suffering 
of others.  
 
Thank you for participating in our Connect book studies. We are not finished! We will 
offer another round at a later date, so if you missed this study, I hope that you will 
participate in the next one.  
 
I pray that it will strengthen your walk with God. It is my hope and prayer that you will be 
blessed and that you will share your blessing with others.  
 
Peace, 
Sam  
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    Prayer Requests 

Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 



 

 

Courtney Boger 
Director of Christian Discipleship 

Children’s Ministry Updates: The annual 
Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday, 
April 11 at 2pm. There will be games, gift bags, 
prizes, and food. Everything is free to church 
members and to the public. Volunteers are 
needed and can contact Courtney at 704-819-
0815 or at cboger@hgumc.com. 
 
Youth Ministry Updates: The youth w ill 
be taking their annual Summer Mission Trip 
June 13-19. The location for the trip is 
Wilmington, NC. The youth will participate in 
hurricane disaster relief ministry activities 
including construction, painting, food 
packaging, etc. They will also participate in 
children’s ministry activities and homeless 
outreach. In addition, they will have the 
opportunity to participate in a beach day before 
heading home. Registration deadline is March 
15. For those interested in donating to the 
youth mission trip, please contact Courtney. 
For other questions and concerns, contact 
Courtney at 704-819-0815 or at 
cboger@hgumc.com. 
 
Youth Worship is held on the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd Sundays of the month beginning at 11:11 am, 
downstairs (sanctuary). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chancel Choir invites seasonal singers to 
come join us for rehearsing our special Good 
Friday and Easter music on Thursday nights 
from 7:00-8:00 pm in the Choir Room. 

Non-experienced singers are more than 
welcome. If you’ve been curious about singing 
with the choir, this is a wonderful opportunity 
to try it out!  

The Good Friday presentation of Sir John 
Stainer’s “Crucifixion” is going to be on Friday, 
April 10 at 7:00 pm.  

Email Andrew Cumbow at 
acumbow@hgumc.com for more information.  
 

 

News 

February was a really fun month 
at Preschool and we enjoyed 
celebrating Valentine’s Day with all of our friends 

and showing love to our 
community by collecting 107 
items for the Snack Pack 
program.  Our party included 
a story, songs, making 
Valentine cards and crafts, 
decorating our rooms as well 
as making yummy treats.   

 
Our staff along with several Board members 
served dinner and provided breakfast and lunch 
for Room In The Inn on February 27.   
 
We were so proud of our children during the 
Tornado scares on February 6.  When the whistle 
blew they knew exactly what to do and were able 
to stick with it for over an hour – that’s a really 
long time for preschool children!   
 
Our Bible Memory Verse for February was “God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7), and 
that’s just what you have been.  Last month I 
included a request to help a student stay in 
preschool and we have received money (to pay for 
several months) from both individuals and a 
Sunday School class.  Thank you, thank you!!  
 
We are looking forward to the month of March.  
We will celebrate Preschool Sunday on March 15 
at the 11:11 service in the Family Worship Center.  
Our families will come with their children, so it 
will be a great time to introduce them to HGUMC 
worship and fellowship.   
 
Registration for the 2020/21 school year will 
begin on March 30.  All forms will be on the 
HGUMC website or can be picked up from the 
wall packet by the Preschool office.  Please let 
your family, friends, and neighbors know about 
our school!   
 
For the first time, we’ve invited our preschool 
parents to serve at Room In The Inn and they said 
“YES”.  They will cook and serve dinner, pack 
lunches and provide breakfast on March 26.   
 
Our Bible Memory Verse for March is “Be faithful 
to God” (Joshua 22:5).    
 
Sharon Freeze, Preschool Director   
704-537-4658  
preschool@hgumc.com   
 
  

Andrew Cumbow 
Music Director     
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February Memorials: 
Martha and Tom Dulin 
Building Fund: Leon and Anne Joyner 
 
February Honorariums: 
Neal and Shirley Carnes 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
 
Jack and Anita Merritt 
WeCare: Jeff and Sharon Marks 
   
Marva Moore   
Snack Pack: Robbie Bost 
Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 
 
JoAnn McMurray 
Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 
 
SNACK Pack Ministry 
   A huge shout out to the Preschool for collecting 
105 items for SNACK Pack at their Valentine’s 
parties. Even with this generous donation of items 
SNACK Pack needs your HELP.  
   At Thanksgiving and Christmas, we sent home 
$25 Food Lion gift cards, one per family.  After 
doing this, our funds have been depleted and we 
are in the red. 
   Please consider making a monetary donation 
today so SNACK Pack can continue to serve 
48 kids at Hickory Grove Elementary School.   
   If you have any questions or would like to help 
with this wonderful ministry, please contact 
Jennifer Stribling at 704-617-2520 or 
jstribling@hgumc.com 

 

The March United Methodist Men’s 
Meeting w ill be held on   Monday, March 23, 
2020 at 7:00 PM in the FLC Trinity Room. The 
program will be Mrs. Kim Long - 
Communications Committee at HGUMC.     
 

Nursery is provided in the Preschool Area every 
Sunday from 9:15 am - 12:30 pm for children 5 
years of age and younger. 

 

Daylight Saving 
Time begins 
March 8! 
 

 

 

 

Church Staff 
  

Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 

smoore@hgumc.com 
 Cell: 336-613-2009  

Parsonage: 980-430-5544  
  

Rev. Candido Albino 
Assistant Pastor 

calbino@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-995-2302 
  

Minister Alex Kwiagaye 
Minister of African Venue and Recreation 

 akwiagaye@hgumc.com     Cell: 401-632-8068 
  

Rev. Preciouse Wilson 
Assistant Minister and African Venue  Administrator 

pwilson@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-756-6553 
  

Andrew Cumbow 
Music Director    acumbow@hgumc.com 

 
James (Jim) Lowery 

Organist    jlowery@hgumc.com 
 

Courtney Boger 
Director of Christian Discipleship 

cboger@hgumc.com   704-819-0815 
 

Sharon Freeze 
Preschool Director 

preschool@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 25 
 

Matthew Baucom 
Maintenance 

maintenance@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 18 
 

Gail Reynolds 
Office Administrator & Finance Secretary 

greynolds@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 11 
 

Jennifer Stribling 
Nursery Coordinator 

jstribling@hgumc.com    704-617-2520    
 
    

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

10:20 am Sunday School,  
Various Classrooms 

11:11 am Contemporary Worship,  
Family Worship Center 

11:30 am Mini Church, Learning Center  

11:11 am African Ministry Worship, 
Sanctuary 

11:11 am Servicio Hispano, Chapel 

11:11 am Youth Worship (1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

Sundays), Sanctuary-downstairs 
 
 

  

  

  

March WeCare Needs:  

bar soap, green peas and  
pork & beans 

 
Food Pantry Dates: 

March 14 and 28 
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To the Congregation of Hickory Grove United Methodist Church: 
 
The Finance Committee would like to THANK YOU for all your assistance 
with the mortgage pay down special funding request and provide an update 
to 2019 spending. 
 
Some of the major financial items that took place in 2019 were the following.   
 We sold part of the recreation ballfields ($320,000) and a portion of the proceeds 

were able to do the following:  
 Pay the Family Life Building debt down by $240,000 from the proceeds.   
 Pay down the loan by an additional $60,000 from special and extra donations to 

the Building Fund.   
So our new debt outstanding is $685,000 with First Citizens Bank.  This will cut our 
monthly mortgage payment from $11,625 to $6,625.   
 
We were also able to do some much needed repairs and improvements to the campus 
and parsonage.  Some of the major items we were able to do:  
 The carpet in the Gym Multi-Purpose Room was replaced (it was very old).   
 The parsonage was repainted (outside) and repairs to gutters.   
 Three heating and air conditioner units were replaced in the Family Life Building.   
 The breezeway (Epworth to Francis Asbury) building roofing was repaired (water 

damage issues).   
 The chiller that serves the main campus was repaired to allow it to service the 

building more economically.   
 There were also necessary repairs to the elevator in the Family Life Center to get it 

working again.   
The total costs of these items was approximately $37,000.  We used the proceeds from 
the recreation ballfields to pay for these repairs and improvements.  So after the above 
amounts, we were able to add to the Maintenance Trust Reserve Account 
$43,000.  This will stay in reserve for future trustee expenditures and we know there 
are other major repairs needed. 
 
We were only able to pay the Western NC Conference of the Methodist Church $22,000 
toward our apportionments.  This was about 38% of their annual 
asking.  Apportionments are our responsibility as a member of the United Methodist 
connectional church and have also provided benefits to our church directly.  
 
Because of your faithful and generous gifts in 2019, the church was able to accomplish 
all the above and the Finance Committee and Administrative Council thanks you.  
 
Please know this message is to openly inform everyone and also to convey that Hickory 
Grove UMC continues to have pressing financial needs and your continued support is 
needed.  
 
Finance Committee 
Administrative Council 

Connect Groups:  
Sundays (Fox & Wilson) / 12:45 pm / Parlors (March 1 & 8) 
Mondays (Howell & Kirkpatrick) / 6:00 pm / Cokesbury Classroom 
Tuesdays (Jones) 7:00 pm / Trinity Room (March 3 & 10) 
Wednesdays (Long & Royster) 7:00 pm / Trinity Room (Beginning 3/4/2020) 



 

 

6 Week Session of Beginning / Slow Flow YOGA  

Please join us for  Beginning /Slow Flow Yoga  Session  

starting  Wednesday , March 4th until Wednesday, April 8th  

We will meet on Wednesday evenings from 5:45 until  7:00, class starts at 6:00.  

We will be practicing  in the back of the Family Worship Center of  

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. 

Yoga poses stretch your muscles and your mind as well as it can increase your 

range of motion physically, mentally, and spiritually.   

Open to all ages 14 and older. 

Please bring your own Yoga 

mat, blocks, and towel. 

Please dress in loose gym/

yoga gear.  (t-shirt and gym 

shorts or sweat pants work) 

Please contact Kim Bucklin at 

kkb.embroidery@yahoo.com or 

704.567.2688 to reserve your spot. 

 

Please contact Aimee Jones at  

info@yogatruckclt.com for any Yoga 

questions or concerns. Cost will be determined by 

number of participants.  The more 

participants the less the cost.  

Five yogi equals $10.00 per week, 

ten yogis equals $5.00 per week.  

Namaste 

Cash, Square, Venmo, and PayPal accepted. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What Is Colorectal Cancer? Colorectal cancer  is cancer  that occurs in the 
colon or rectum. Sometimes it is called colon cancer. The colon is the large intestine 
or large bowel. The rectum is the passageway that connects the colon to the anus. 
 
Colorectal cancer is the 2nd leading cause of cancer death among men and women 
combined in the United States. 1 in 20 people will be diagnosed with colorectal 
cancer. 25% of people diagnosed with colorectal cancer have a family history. Know 
your cancer risk. 

 
Who Gets Colorectal Cancer?  
 Both men and women can get it. 
 It is most often found in people 50 or older.  
 The risk increases with age.  

 
Are You at Increased Risk?  
Your risk for colorectal cancer may be higher than average if:  
 You or a close relative have had colorectal polyps or colorectal cancer. 
 You have inflammatory bowel disease, Crohn’s disease, or ulcerative colitis.  
 You have a genetic syndrome such as familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) or 

hereditary nonpolyposis colorectal cancer. 

 
What Are the Symptoms?  
Some people with colorectal polyps or colorectal cancer do have symptoms. They 
may include:  
 Blood in or on your stool (bowel movement).  
 Stomach pain, aches, or cramps that don’t go away.  
 Losing weight and you don’t know why.  

 
If you have any of these symptoms, talk to your doctor. They may be caused by 
something other than cancer. However, the only way to know is to see your doctor.  
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Blessing of the Quilts, Sunday, February 23 

United Methodist Women Sunday, February 16  

Recipients of UMW Special Mission Recognition Pins ~ 

 Betty Nunn ~ Kim Bucklin ~ Nancy Scercy 

 

 

Noah Caldwell, son of Da niel a nd Julie Ca ldw ell a nd g r a ndson of 
Travis and Dorothy Bentley was selected to Western Region Orchestra.  
There were approximately 60 student musicians who auditioned for 20 
coveted spots to perform in two Honors Orchestra groups.  
 
Since two orchestra groups are formed in each region, one being Honors and 
another Repertory, it is important to note that Noah was 
selected to the Repertory. 
 

Noah plays the upright bass instrument. He has been learning and 
improving his skills for the past 7 years. 
 
Noah is a current member of the Youth Orchestra of Charlotte and 
plays second bass.  The YOA is one of 4 select orchestras invited to 
participate in the Capital Orchestra Festival during Presidents’ Day 
Weekend.  Noah was honored to play in the 7th Capital Orchestra 
Festival this year which took place at the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts in Washington, DC. 



 

 

Upcoming Events  
Quilting Ministry  
Tuesday, March 3 / 5:00 pm / Agape Room 
Saturday, March 7 / 9:00 am / Agape Room 
Tuesday, March 10 / 5:00 pm / Agape Room 
Saturday, March 14 / 9:00 am / Agape Room (Beginning Quilting) 
Tuesday, March 17 / 9:00 am / Agape Room 
Saturday, March 21 / 9:00 am / Agape Room (Beginning Quilting) 
Tuesday, March 24 / 5:00 pm / Agape Room 
Children’s Council  Tuesday, March 3 / 6:30 pm / Conference Room 
Youth Worship Services  Sundays, March 1, 8, 15 / 11:11 am / Youth Room (for rising 6th graders—12th graders) 
Group Lydia Monday, March 9 / 2:00 pm  / Parlor  B  
Group Tabitha Monday, March 9 / 6:30 pm  / Trinity Room  
Room In the Inn March 12-13 & 26-27 / Gym 
We Care Food Pantry  Saturdays, March 14 & 28 / 10:00 am - Noon / WeCare House  
Epiphany Training Saturday, March 14 / 8:30 am  / Parlors  
Preschool Sunday March 15 / 11:11 am / Family Worship Center 
Group Naomi  Sunday, March 15 / 1:00 pm / Bride’s Room 
Finance Committee Sunday, March 15 / 5:00 pm  / Par lor  B  
Administrative Council Sunday, March 15 / 6:00 pm  / Parlor  B  
UMW Executive Committee Monday, March 16 / 6:00 pm  / Trinity Room  
United Methodist Men  Monday, March 23 / 7:00 pm / Family Life Center & Trinity Room 
Yoga Classes W ednesdays / 5:45 pm  / Fam ily W orship Center  
Preschool: Stories with Mrs. Marie Friday, March 6 / 9:00 am / Parlor B 
Bible Stories Wednesday, March 11 / 9:30 am / Family Worship Center 
FitKids Wednesday, March 25 28 / 9:00 am / Parlor B 
 
Grove Echoes Deadline: Friday, March 20 (Please email Word or Publisher documents.) 
 
Weekly Sunday Activities         
* Not a HGUMC event/group                                                                                                                                                                                                 
9:15 am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)  
10:20 am  Sunday School      
11:11 am Contemporary Worship (FWC) 
11:30 am Mini Church (Learning Center) 
11:11 am Youth Worship (1st, 2nd, 3rd Sundays, downstairs-basement) 
11:11 am African Ministry Worship (Sanctuary)  
11:11 am Servicio Hispano: (Chapel) 
4:00pm Latino Venue (FLC) 
St. Gabriel Worship (Epworth Bldg.)* 
8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Epworth)* 
Weekly Monday Activities 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts (Epworth Building)* 
Weekly Tuesday Activities 
7:00 am Prayer Breakfast  (Epworth Bldg.) 
8:30 am Arts & Crafts  (Epworth Bldg.) 
10:00 am Tuesday Morning Bible Study (Parlor B), begins 2/25 
3:30 pm Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
7:00 pm Latino Worship Practice (Chapel) 
Weekly Wednesday Activities 
10:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Parlor B)   
6:00 pm Girl Scouts  (2nd floor Susanna Wesley Bldg.)* 
8:00 pm   Candlelight - Narcotics Anonymous (Epworth)* 
Weekly Thursday Activities 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)* 
7:00 pm  Praise Band Practice (Family Worship Center) 
7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir (Choir Room) 
7:00 pm Latino Worship Practice (Chapel) 
7:00 pm Latino AA Meeting (Epworth Bldg.)* 
Weekly Friday Activities 
6:30 pm   Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)* 
7:30 pm Latino Venue Rehearsal (FLC) 
Weekly Saturday Activities        
10:00 am African Ministry Basketball (Gym) 
11:30 am  Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susanna Wesley Bldg.)* 
4:00 pm   St. Gabriel Worship Set Up (Epworth Bldg.)* 
5:00 pm   African Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
     
 

February Financial Report 

 Totals 

General:  $38,472.03 

Building: $11,768.50 

Special: $2,446.00 

Apportionments: $815.00 

 

Monthly Goals 

General $45,000.00 

Building $12,000.00 

Apportionments: $1000.00 

Needed for General Budget (per week) $11,250.00 

Needed for Building Budget (per week) $3,000.00 

Average Attendance for February: 
9:15: 97   
11:11: 53 
African Venue: 74 
Latino Venue: 42 
Nursery / Mini Church: 7 / 11 
Sunday School: 93 

(For week to week attendance, 
please check the Sunday bulletins.) 

Fifth Sunday Celebration 
Blended Service  

March 29 
11:11 am   

Family Worship Center 


