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Greetings, 

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE! 

It gives me great pleasure to have been appointed to Hickory Grove United 

Methodist Church!  I am also thankful to God that I have been given another 

opportunity to serve God’s people in a new location. I have been welcomed with care, 

open arms, and opened doors.  This, with everyone’s help will be a great journey.  I 

hope, in the years to come, that I will look back and say Thank You Jesus for this 

journey and all the people I will have met. I will hope to say Thank God for the people 

you put in my life to help me, from Hickory Grove and from the community. I want to 

thank God for allowing me to have been used for the up building of His kingdom. 

Let me take this time to thank God for those who helped George, my husband, 

and I move into the home provided for us.  We are very grateful! 

Thank you to the Conference for appointing my spouse, Rev. George Melvin Coates, to work along 

side me on this journey.  We both are grateful for this opportunity. 

I look forward to working WITH the other clergy assigned to Hickory Grove as well as the other 

members of the staff. 

To the members of this great church, whatever, I can do, please call me and God will direct our paths.  

My mobile number is (336) 508-0291. 

Always remember, the Lord is my Light and my Salvation.  Whom shall I fear?  Psalm 27:1 

 
Respectfully, I am 

Pastor P. 
 
 

Greetings, 

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THE GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE! 

It is indeed an honor, pleasure, and privilege to have been appointed to Hickory Grove United 

Methodist Church.  For more than a year, I have been faithfully waiting, as God’s healing hand moved over 

my body.  Bringing me from a point of serious illness to health.  God is Better than Good!  And in addition to 

that, God has seen fit to allow me to come to this place, where His hand has been at work for 172 years.  

Again, Thanks be to God. 

Throughout this transition, the people of Hickory Grove have been kind, helpful, and immediately 

available.  We greatly appreciate all the work you have done to make us feel welcome and comfortable, and 

we will do our best to do what God has called us to do in this place. We look forward to meeting and working 

with each member of the staff and with all the members of and any who may attend this church.  We will do 

our best to be no more than a telephone call away. My mobile phone number is (336) 681-3440. 

Let us work together for the building of God’s kingdom, gathering our strength from these verses:  

I will lift up my eyes to the hills— From whence comes my help?  My help comes from 

the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 121: 1-2 

 
Blessings to you all! 

Pastor George 



 

 

News 

 
It’s hot, hot, hot and we are lonely without our preschoolers here!  We are still 
registering children for the 2020-2021 school year – our 62nd year!   We will be 
doing things a little differently this year due to what’s happening in our world, 
but still plan to operate on a regular schedule.  Please tell your friends and 
neighbors about our wonderful program.  Also, if you know of someone who has a preschool aged 
child and who may be interested, please send their contact information to me and I will be happy 
to reach out and share more information about this outreach ministry of HGUMC.  
  
Summer Camp will certainly give us the unique opportunity to get a few preschoolers back in the 
building for a “test run” before school begins in September.  There are lots of recommended 
procedures that we will be following each day, including keeping our numbers low.  Fun 
is inevitable though and we are so excited to be able to love on these little ones and share some 
Jesus love with them as we also share some of his creation with them.  During week one, we will 
focus on some of our most beloved themes that we missed at the end of school due to the early 
shutdown.  Week two will include lots of outdoor nature themes.    
  
Enjoy these warm summer days!  Look forward to being together again soon.  
  

 
Sharon Freeze, 
Preschool Director   
704-537-4658  
 

It's Registration time!! For now, it's online 
registration only. You can register 
at www.hickorygroveumc.com/preschool.  

Worshipers targeted by gift card scam 

June 29, 2019 by Colleen Tressler, Consumer Education Specialist, FTC 
 
We’re seeing a new spin on gift card scams. This time, scammers are pretending to be a pastor, rabbi, 
priest, imam, or bishop. They’re asking worshipers for gift card contributions for a worthy cause. Appeals 
are often made by email, but we’ve heard people are also getting texts and phone calls, too. 
  
The bogus emails often include the name of the local pastor and a legitimate looking email address. But a 
closer look should raise some red flags. For example, the email address isn’t the one normally used by the 
church, and the service provider is different, too. The message may begin with a simple “Hi,” but doesn’t 
include a recipients’ name. There also may be spelling errors, including the pastor’s name. 
  
The impostor asks you to buy a popular gift card — frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon — and then 
asks for the gift card number and PIN on the back of the card. Those numbers let the scammer immediately 
get the money you loaded onto the card. And once that’s done, the scammer and your money are gone, 
usually without a trace. 
  
If you or someone you know paid a scammer with a gift card, report it as soon as possible. Call the card 
company and tell them the gift card was used in a scam. Here is contact information (https://
www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards) for some of the gift card companies 
that scammers use most often. Then, tell the FTC about it at ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports may help law 
enforcement agencies launch investigations that could stop impostors and other fraudsters in their tracks. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hickorygroveumc.com%2Fpreschool%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0wgioBDfvs49bEtDvtcCsgCCnKnqM7zt-YvXGQY01mBsy9c1AOAvywgRk&h=AT2Weh7Y2O5WRjHnWtWy79FNALOsXcg0knXAOqsWR38C9e6wzdPE2lUu91sFUGOxM_Q_5S5NXkhsT1D97eJ67Z4U7C2sX9BZCHh-UJjZ
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.ftc.gov/complaint


 

 

Church Staff 
  

Rev. Phyllis K. Coates 
Senior Pastor 

pcoates@hgumc.com    Cell: 336-508-0291  
Parsonage: 980-430-5544  

 
Rev. George M. Coates 

Executive Pastor 
gcoates@hgumc.com     Cell: 336-681-3440 

  
Rev. Preciouse Wilson 

Assistant Pastor and African Venue  Administrator 
pwilson@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-756-6553 

 
Rev. Candido Albino 

Assistant Pastor 
calbino@hgumc.com    Cell: 704-995-2302 

  
Minister Alex Kwiagaye 

Minister of African Venue and Recreation 
 akwiagaye@hgumc.com     Cell: 401-632-8068 

   
Andrew Cumbow 

Music Director    acumbow@hgumc.com 
 

James (Jim) Lowery 
Organist    jlowery@hgumc.com 

 
Courtney Boger 

Director of Christian Discipleship 
cboger@hgumc.com   704-819-0815 

 
Sharon Freeze 

Preschool Director 
preschool@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 25 

 
Matthew Baucom 

Maintenance 
maintenance@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 18 

 
Gail Reynolds 

Office Administrator & Finance Secretary 
greynolds@hgumc.com    704-537-4686, Ext. 11 

 
Jennifer Stribling 
Nursery Coordinator 

jstribling@hgumc.com    704-617-2520    
 
    

Please help us update our Prayer List by contacting 
the Church Office:  704.537.4686 or  
greynolds@hgumc.com. Thank you! 

The Sunday worship service  
can be viewed via Live Stream  

on Sunday morning at 10:00 am  
on our Facebook page -  

https://www.facebook.com/HGUMC/     

We want to Thank all the members who are able to 
continue giving and supporting our church.  If you have 
not participated since we have been in pandemic mode, 
please prayerfully consider supporting whatever you 
can. 
 
In Mark 12: 42-44:   One poor widow came forward and 
put in two small copper coins worth a penny. Jesus 
called his disciples to him and said, “I assure you that 
this poor widow has put in more than everyone who’s 
been putting money in the treasury.  All of them are 
giving out of their spare change. But she from her 
hopeless poverty has given everything she had, even 
what she needed to live on.”  
 
Stay strong in the belief that Jesus calls us to worship 
together - and worship together is what we are 
continuing to do, it just looks different than just over 3 
months ago.   
  
Peace in Christ, 
Finance Committee 
 
 

June Memorials: 
Craig Lea 
WeCare: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 

Nancy Wright  
WeCare: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 

Robert Bruce Bryan 
General: Mary Marshall 
WeCare: Nancy Williams 
 
June Honorariums: 
Sam and Marva Moore 
WeCare: Janice Martin 
WeCare: JoAnn McMurray 
WeCare: Cathy McCauley 
WeCare: Betty Nunn 

Michelle Jones 
WeCare: Mary Martin 
 
Mary Marshall 
WeCare: Betty Cox 

 
 

WeCare  Needs: 
carrots, cake mix, mixed veggies, 

and peas  

**** 
Food Pantry dates: Saturdays, 

July 11 and 25 from 10:00 am—12:00 pm. 

mailto:pwilson@hgumc.com
mailto:Akwiagaye@hgumc.com
mailto:jlowery@hgumc.com
mailto:maintenance@hgumc.com
mailto:jstribling@hgumc.com


 

 

SUMMERTIME HEALTH 
Gear up for your day in the sun:  
This year, COVID-19 had many of us spending more time 
indoors than usual. This makes spending time in the summer 
sunshine a welcome indulgence – but do not forget to prepare 
before heading out.  

 
Be smart about work and play when the heat is on. Sunny summertime weather can lift the spirit, but a 
beautiful day can turn dangerous when the temperature and humidity soar. When you are working or 
exercising outdoor on hot days, dehydration can bring on heat-related illnesses such as heat stroke, heat 
exhaustion and heat cramps. 
 
Six tips for staying safe on hot days 

When you are exercising (walking) or working on hot days, take these steps to protect yourself: 
 
Wear clothing that is light-colored, breathable, and loose-fitting. Cotton is a good fabric choice. If 
you need to wear protective clothing for your job, be aware that it could increase your risk for heart

-related illnesses. 
 
Don’t overdo. Gradually increase the time you spend in hot conditions over a week or two. 
 
 
Take more breaks, ideally in a shaded or cool area. Spend time in air-conditioned buildings during 
breaks and after work or at home. 
 
 
Drink lots of water. Do not wait until you are thirsty to drink more. 
 
 
Avoid drinks with high amounts of caffeine. High caffeine levels are risky when coupled with the 
strain of heat. 
 
 
Stop all activity and get to a cool place if you feel faint or weak. 

 
 

By the Numbers 
More than 600 people in the United States are killed by extreme heat, each year. 

 
 

 

 

Next Month’s Topic: Exercise 

Deaconess Sylvia Sekle-Dueh 
Health and Wellness Ministry 

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church 
6401 Hickory Grove Road    Charlotte, NC 28215 

704-537-4686  

http://www.hickorygroveumc.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:00pm and Friday 8:30am - Noon 

 


