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A few years ago, I was a member of a gathering in which I listened as United 
Methodist members shared the one blessing they had received from the 
United Methodist Church. After the gathering, I reflected on this question.  
 
While I am able to discuss the many blessings that I have received by being a 
United Methodist, most of them come from local congregations. I would like 
to think that I am the person I am because my parents were members of the 
Methodist and United Methodist Church. The local congregation assisted 
them into becoming the Christians they were and because of this, my sisters and I were blessed. 
Our parents along with that congregation assisted in our development as Christians and as 
adults. They saw a calling from God on me and nurtured me so that I could answer God’s calling 
to serve in ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church. Every congregation in which I 
have served as pastor has contributed blessings to me so that I may be the human being, the 
man, the Christian, and the pastor I am attempting to become. So, my blessings continue to 
come as I am a part of the United Methodist Church.  
 
I hope and pray that all of you have been blessed by the United Methodist Church, especially by 
the ministry of Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. I am hopeful that our church has 
contributed and will continue to contribute to your development and growth as Christians. This 
would be an answer to my prayers. 
 
I pray that since Marva and I have been here that God has used us to make differences in the life 
of this church and that God has used us to bless this church and this community. I also pray that 
each one of our members will be able to articulate ways that you have been blessed by this 
church, its pastoral families, and pastors.  
 
If God is using Hickory Grove United Methodist Church, Marva, and/or me to bless you, I hope 
that you will take time to develop your stories on how you are being blessed and that you will 
share it with those who do not attend a church. As you share it with them, I pray that you will 
invite them to come and to be blessed also. As they are blessed, we will do all in our power so 
that they may be equipped to bless others.  
 
Blessings, 
Sam  
 

6401 Hickory Grove Road    Charlotte, NC 28215    704-537-4686  

http://www.hickorygroveumc.com 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:30am-4:00pm and Friday 8:30am - Noon 
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Church Staff 
  

Dr. Samuel (Sam) Moore, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 

smoore@hgumc.com 
 Cell: 336-613-2009  

Parsonage: 980-430-5544  
  

Rev. Candido Albino 
Assistant Pastor 

calbino@hgumc.com 
Cell: 704-995-2302 

  
Minister Alex Kwiagaye 

Minister of African Venue and Recreation 
 akwiagaye@hgumc.com  

Cell: 401-632-8068 
  

Minister Preciouse Wilson 
Assistant Minister and African Venue  Administrator 

pwilson@hgumc.com  
Cell: 704-756-6553 

 
Geoffrey R. Korf 

Music Director 
gkorf@hgumc.com 

  
Sharon Freeze 

Preschool Director 
preschool@hgumc.com 
704-537-4686, Ext. 25 

  
Gail Reynolds 

Office Administrator & Finance Secretary 
greynolds@hgumc.com 
704-537-4686, Ext. 11 

 
 

   
Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
10:20 am Sunday School, Various Classrooms 
11:11 am Contemporary Worship, Family Worship Center 
11:30 am Mini Church, Learning Center  
11:11 am African Ministry Worship, Sanctuary 
11:11 am Servicio Hispano, Chapel 
 
Nursery is provided in the Preschool Area every Sunday  
from 9:15 am - 12:30 pm for children 5 years of age  
and younger. 

  

  

  

  

 

We Care February needs: 

Canned Fruit, Peas, and Macaroni 

and Cheese 

We Care Dates: Saturdays,  
February 9 and 23 
 
Room In the Inn:  February 14 and 28 
 
Notes of Appreciation... 

Thank you to all who helped with the 
“Unhanging of the Greens.” Lots of hands 
helping made it a quick job!  
Kind regards,  
Kim Bucklin Worship Chairperson  

 
Dear WeCare, 
The Pough, Hassell, and Gantt families want to 
thank you for the Christmas gift. May God bless 
the church family and the Food Pantry for 
everything you all have done. 

 
Hickory Grove United Methodist Church, 
(This note arrived after the January newsletter 
deadline.) 
On behalf of our staff, students, and parents, we 
would like to sincerely thank you for your 
continued generosity with our school 
throughout the year and the Christmas season. 
Schools are only as strong as the community 
that supports them, and your partnership is a 
blessing to all of us here at Lawrence Orr! It has 
truly been a pleasure to work with you and we 
look forward to continuing to work with you all 
in the future. Thinking warmly of each of you 
and wishing your family an extra measure of 
comfort, and hope this Christmas.     
Lawrence Orr Elementary 

 
Dear Hickory Grove Family, 
I would like to thank everyone who extended 
words of comfort, sent cards & emails, and 
brought food during my mother’s illness and 
passing. My family and I appreciated every 
expression of love and sympathy. To those of 
you who attended her Memorial Service, we 
send a special thank you. We also appreciated 
the church’s thoughtfulness in sending a 
beautiful plant to her service.  
With sincere thanks, Gail Reynolds 
 

  The Grove Echoes is a monthly publication of Hickory Grove United Methodist Church. 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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January passed quickly with lots of cold weather, Music Class, Stories with Mrs. 
Marie, Pajama Day, Bible Stories, and FitKids.  We look forward to February 
when we will celebrate Valentine’s Day with decorations, treats and exchanging 
cards.  We will focus on Acts of Kindness at our parties – making special treats 
for others. 
 
Our Bible memory verse for February is “Share what you have”, which comes from Hebrews 
13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God.” We will show love to our community and “share what we have” by collecting canned pasta 
for the Snack Pack program during our Valentine party.  Our Preschool Staff will prepare and 
serve dinner and breakfast for Room in the Inn along with packing lunches for them. 
 
We continue to search for ways to celebrate our 60th year of ministry in our preschool.  We would 
love to share with you and your group if you are on campus during the day.  As we move toward 
planning our 60th Year Celebration we ask that if you or your family members participated in our 
program that you begin to search for pictures that we could use.  You may bring these to the 
preschool directly or place them in my mailbox near the church office.  I will scan your photo and 
return them to you unharmed!  We will keep you posted as the Board finalizes our plans for 
Preschool Sunday and this special celebration.  
 
The preschool has a need for scholarship money for a few precious children who have a parent 
who has lost a job.   If you are led to contribute, simply send your contribution to HGUMC and 
designate your payment to Preschool Scholarship Fund.   
 
Happy February! 
 
Sharon Freeze 
Preschool Director 
preschool@hgumc.com 
704-537-4658 

News 
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Giving Jan. 6 Jan. 13 Jan. 20 Jan. 27 

Received - General Fund $12,627.00 $5,508.82 $8,793.12 $7,593.45 

Received - Building fund $2,623.00 $1,407.50 $2,695.00 $1,644.00 

Received - Special $425.00 $50.00 $297.00 $811.00 

Received - Apportionments $20.00 0 $375.00 $20.00 

Total Received $15,695.00 $6,966.32 $12,160.12 $10,068.45 

Needed for General Budget (per week) $11,250.00 $11,250.00 $11,250.00 $11,250.00 

Needed for Building Budget (per week) $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 

Attendance     

9:15 Traditional 87 74 83 100 

11:11 Contemporary 59 37 48 58 

African 110 76 85 76 

Latino 44 49 32 40 

Mini Church 14 No Report No Report 10 

Total 314 236 248 284 

Sunday School 99 80 100 56 G
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Good Stewards 

I have always attempted to be a good steward of the funds that a church receives. Each Sunday, 
we offer these funds to God in prayer and doxology. I also understand that we work hard for our 
funds and we do not want anyone to misuse them.   
 
We have to pay our alarm company fifty dollars each time we have a false alarm. In addition, the 
monitoring company will dispatch the police. If it is a false alarm, the police are called from other 
duties and responsibilities. We do not always know who is responsible for these alarms. In some 
instances, we are attempting to change some practices, so that we may avoid these costs.  
 
We need your assistance.  
 
 If you accidently set off an alarm, please take this action:  
1. At each key pad, the church contact is listed: Fred Miller (704.567.2699)  
2. Call this number immediately! You will be given instructions on how to turn off the 

alarm. This will stop the police from being dispatched to the church and will save us $50! 
 
We may then direct the fifty dollars that we save to share the kingdom of God with someone and 
their lives may be improved.  
 
One area of concern is the door that opens to the Family Life Center (when leaving the 
sanctuary). If you are leaving the sanctuary, heading to the Family Life Center, please be sure 
that the alarm has been deactivated in the Family Life Center.  If you are not certain, please ask 
an Usher or one of the pastors. 
 
Please, help us so that we may be good stewards of the funds that each of us places in the offering 
plate each Sunday. 
 
Thanks, 
Sam  



 

 

M e m o r i a l s  a n d  

H o n o r a r i u m s  

JANUARY MEMORIALS 
 Marie Casano  General: Cokesbury Class 
    Music Dept.: Mr. and Mrs. Paul McMurray 
    General: Robert and Patricia Holcomb 
    General: Betty Nunn 
    General: Denny and Becky Baldwin 
    Music Department: Rosemary Petty 
    General: John and Earle Black 
    Music Dept.: Beverly Miles 
Viola Eason   WeCare: Bill and Mary McGee 
Edna Highsmith  Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 
Linda Couch   General: Mildred Isaacs 
    WeCare: Frank Suddreth 
Thelma Snover  WeCare: Frank Suddreth  
    
JANUARY HONORARIUMS 
Von Weathers   General: Cokesbury Class 
Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick Snack Pack: Richard and Judy White  
Star Howell    Snack Pack: Tom and Susan Fox 
Frank Suddreth   General: Epworth Class 
Hayne Baucom   General: Epworth Class 
Evelyn Davis    Snack Pack: Jeff and Channing Kirkpatrick 
Clyde Kiker    General: Cokesbury Class 
 
 
December Memorials 
Thelma Snover   General:  Patty Marks 
Linda Couch    General: Patty Marks 

Hickory Grove United Methodist Women 

United Methodist Women is a community of women, whose 
PURPOSE is:  to know God and to experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 
Group Lydia – 2nd Monday of the month at 2 pm in Parlor A 
 
Group Tabitha - 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 pm in the Trinity Room 
 
Group Hannah – soon to be an online group! Contact Jennifer Stribling  
(giraffe@carolina.rr.com) or Jennifer Scoggins (jscoggins7@carolina.rr.com) to find out 
more! 
 
Group Naomi – third Sunday of the month at 1 pm in the Bride’s Room (African Ministry 
group) 
               
Group Talita Cumi – plans to meet on Saturdays. Contact Pilar Perez 
(pilarperez100162@hotmail.com) (Latina Group) 
 
Note that not all groups meet each month, especially in the summer. Contact Jatana Royster 
(jatanaroyster@gmail.com), Co-President, with any questions. 

The UMW invites all ladies of Hickory Grove to our Annual Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial Program.  Join us February 17 at 12:30 in the Trinity Room.  We will 
enjoy a delicious soup lunch and then a short program titled Building a 
Thriving Generation of Children and Youth.  See you there! 
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Thank you, again, to the wonderful members of the Hickory Grove United Methodist Church for your ongoing support of the Hick-

ory Grove Quilting Ministry.  We just finished up a productive 2018 and have planned another even more creative and fun year 

for 2019. 

The Hickory Grove Quilting Ministry was established in June of 2011 when a few quilters recognized the need to have a place to 

meet and share in time and talents.  Our quilters are as diverse as the fabrics we quilt together, coming together to share the cre-

ativity of quilting and love of sharing talents for worthy causes. 

Over the years the HGQM has made and donated Quilts for a Cause to a variety of organizations throughout the country.  Includ-

ing quilts for camps who specialize in the treatment of chronically ill and terminally ill children, home for single moms, children’s 

hospitals, burn center hospital, women with cancer, children in crisis, bereavement camp for children, and quilts for our fabulous 

veterans.   

The quilts themselves are a reflection of the caring and giving hands that make them. A variety of themes are used, some have 
patriotic themes, some are hobby and fun related, while not all are perfect, as none of us are, they are all still beautiful and 
unique as we all are. 
2019 Quilts for a Cause Quiltshops:  
March:  CMPD Auction Quilt for Special Olympics – Together as a group, the HG Quilting Ministry will be making a quilt to do-
nate to the CMPD to be used as a fund raiser for the local Special Olympics.  
 
May:  CVAN Quilts - Quilts any size and any pattern for women and/or children.  These quilts will be donated to CVAN – 
(Cabarrus Victims Assistance Network) for victims of domestic violence.    
 
June:  Activity Mats for Memory Centers – Place-mat size activity quilts. These mats help sooth the agitated fidgeting of people 
with Alzheimer or dementia.  The mats help focus their attention, stimulate their senses and exercise hand muscles. 
 
July:  9th ANNUAL WOUNDEDWARRIORWEEKEND- As diverse as our soldiers are that's how we like our quilts, all sizes with any 
pattern.  Quilts to be donated to the MOPH (Military Order of the Purple Heart) in Matthews, NC (this will be our fifth year do-
nating to MOPH, Matthews NC-HOOHAH!).  Previous quilts donated to Salisbury VA Hospital, Salisbury NC (2 years) and Operation 
Restored Warrior, Colorado Springs, CO (2 years). 
 
September:  Chemo Quilts – Quilts any size and any pattern for men, women, and children who are going through chemotherapy.  
Wrapping patients in love and warmth while in the infusion centers. 
 
November:  3rd Annual Quilts of Comfort - The quilts can be any size and any pattern; however, we encourage the quilts to be 
on the smaller side since these quilts will be used for children. The quilts will be given to local law enforcement agencies for chil-
dren in crisis, such as an emergency room, battered women's shelter, and crisis centers.  We will provide a child who is need of 
security in their lives by wrapping them in the love of one of our quilts.  
 
A Designated Funds Account is set up for the HG Quilting Ministry, funds contributed to this account are used to reimburse quilt-
ers for the cost of fabric and batting used for our Quilts for A Cause.  Thank you to all who have contributed to the account. 
 
We meet every other Tuesday evening from 6:00pm until around 8:30pm in the Trinity Room of the Family Life Center of Hickory 

Grove United Methodist Church. We also have scheduled quiltshops once a month on Saturdays. 

The mission of the Quilting Ministry is:  A place for quilters to gather and offer time and talents for church, charity, and personal 

projects. 

 
 

Quilter's Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, may the work of our hands be pleasing 
to your sight and used to show others warmth of the body as well as warmth of 
the Spirit. Amen. 

Quilting Ministry 



 

 

 Upcoming Events February 1 - 28, 2019 

Central Carolinas Emmaus Community  Saturday, February 2 / 5:00 pm / FLC 

Quilting Ministry  
Saturday, February 2 / 9:00 am / Trinity Room 
Tuesday, February 12 / 5:00 pm / Trinity Room 
Saturday, February 23 / 8:00 am / Trinity Room 
Tuesday, February 26 / 5:00 pm / Trinity Room 

Trustees’ Meeting  Sunday, February 3 / 12:30 pm / Parlor B 

Evangelism Committee Meeting  Saturday, February 9 / 8:30 am  / Parlor B 

Latino Venue  Saturday, February 9, Valentine Dinner and Worship Service / 7:30 pm / FLC 

Discipleship Council  Sunday, February 10 / 6:00 pm / Parlor B 

Snack Pack Chick-Fil-A Night  Monday, February 11 / 3:00-8:00 pm / Albemarle Rd. 

Epiphany Training  Saturday, February 16 / 8:30 am / Parlor B 

African Venue Choir Valentine Dinner  Saturday, February 16 / 6:00 pm / FLC 

Congregation Conference (Vote on sale of the Recreation Park on Robinson Church Road.) 
Sunday, February 17 / 10:20 am / Sanctuary 

UMW: Call to Prayer and Self Denial Unit Meeting  Sunday, February 17 / 12:30 pm / Trinity 
Room 

Worship Committee Meeting  Tuesday, February 19 / 6:30 pm / Parlor B 

Day of Fasting and Prayer Service  Friday, February 22 / 5:15 pm / Sanctuary 

United Methodist Men  Monday, February 25 / 7:00 pm / Trinity Room 
 
Weekly Sunday Activities     * Not a HGUMC event/group 
9:15 am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)  
10:00 am Latino Bible Study (Parlors & Conference Room) 
10:20 am  Sunday School     (Information Sessions on Sundays, February 3 & 10) 
11:11 am Contemporary Worship (FWC) 
11:30 am Mini Church (Learning Center) 
11:11 am African Ministry Worship (Sanctuary)  
11:11 am Servicio Hispano: (Chapel) 
St. Gabriel Worship (Epworth Bldg.)* 
8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous (Epworth)* 
Weekly Monday Activities 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts (2nd floor, Susana Wesley Bldg.)* 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts (Epworth Building)* 
Weekly Tuesday Activities 
7:00 am  Prayer Breakfast  (Epworth Bldg.) 
8:30 am   Arts & Crafts  (Epworth Bldg.) 
3:30 pm  Staff Meeting (Conference Room) 
6:00 pm  Girl Scouts  (2nd floor Susana Wesley Bldg.)* 
7:00 pm   Latino Worship Practice (Chapel) 
Weekly Wednesday Activates 
10:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Parlor B) 
8:00 am   Candlelight—Narcotics Anonymous (Epworth)* 
Weekly Thursday Activities 
7:00 pm  Praise Band Practice (Family Life Center) 
7:00 pm  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
Weekly Friday Activities 
6:30 pm   Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susana Wesley Bldg.)* 
Weekly Saturday Activities 
10:00 am   Latino Dance Group (FLC, Room 202) 
10:00 am  African Ministry Basketball (Gym) 
11:30 am   Girl Scouts (2nd floor, Susana Wesley Bldg.)* 
4:00 pm    St. Gabriel Worship Set Up (Epworth Bldg.)* 
5:00 pm    African Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  
  



 

 

 

JOIN US FOR  

Hickory Grove United Methodist Church  

Snack Pack Ministry Night 

at 

® 

Albemarle Road 

Monday, February 11, 2019 
3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Take 2 cans of Chicken Noodle Soup to Chick-Fil-A  
and you will receive a FREE chicken sandwich.  

The cans of soup will be donated to our Snack Pack Ministry.  
  

We will not be receiving a percentage of sales that evening,  
so your cans of soup will be the only way to support  

Snack Packs at this event. Thank you! 
 

Community Blood Drive at the restaurant on 2/11/19 from 5 to 8pm.  
If you donate blood you will get a coupon for a free meal. 

Come have fun and eat GREAT food! 


